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What  to  the  king  th'  illuftrious  GaMA  faid 
Cloath  in  immortal  verfe.    With  facred  fire 
My  brcaft,  if  e^er  it  loved  thy  lore,  infpire: 
So  may  the  patron  of  the  healing  art^ 
The  god  of  day  to  thee  confign  his  heart ; 
From  thee,  the  mother  of  his  darling  ^  fon. 
May  never  wandering  thought  to  Daphne  run : 

▼OL.  II.  B  May 

•  CaflM^.— The  MuTe  of  Cpic  l^odfy,  and  ttiother  of  Orpheus.  Daphne, 
daughter  of  the  river  Pcneus,  flying  from  Apollo,  was  turned  faito  the  laoreL 
Clytia  was  metamorphore<r  into  the  fbn-Hower,  and  Leucothoe,  who  waf 
huried  alive  by  her  father  for  yielding  to  the  folidUtkms  of  Apollo,  was  hy 
her  lorer  changed  into  sm  In^enle  tree.  The  phyiiad  noidaing  of  tfatft 
fiiUes  is  obyxous. 
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May  never  Cljtia^  nor  LeucdChoe's  pride 

Henceforth  with  thee  his  changeful  love  divide* 

Then  aid,  O  faireft  nymph,  my  fond  defire. 

And  give  my  verfe  the  Lufian  warlike  fire :    . 

Fired  by  the  fong,  the  liftening  world  ihall  know 

That  Aganippe's  ftreams  from  Tagtts  flow. 

Oh,  let  no  more  the  flowers  of  Pindus  fhine 

On  thy  £ur  breaft,  or  round  thy  temples  twihe : 

On  Tago's  banks  a  richer  chaplet  blows. 

And  with  the  tuneful  god  my  bofom  glows  : 

I  feel,  I  feel  the  mighty  power  infiife. 

And  bathe  my  fpirit  in  Aonian  dews  \ 

Now  filence  wooed  th'  illuftrious  chief  *s  reply. 
And  keen  attention  watched  on  every  eye ; 
"When  flowly  turning,  with  a  modcft  grace. 
The  noble  Vasco  raifed  his  manly  face : 

0  mighty  king,  he  cries,  at  thy  ^  command 
The  martial  ftory  of  my  native  land 

1  tell  J  but  more  my  doubtful  heart  had  joy'd 
Had  other  wars  my  praifeful  lips  cmploy'd. 
When  men  the  honours  of  their  race  commend. 
The  doubts  of  ftrangers  on  the  tale  attend  : 

Yet 


^  0  mi^y  king^  be  m/i—- The  preface  to  the  fpeech  of  Gama,  and  the  de» 
fcription  of  Europe  which  follows,  are  happy  imitations  of  the  manner  of 
Homer.  When  Camoens  defcribes  countries,  or  mufters  an  army,  it  is  after 
the  example  of  the  great  models  of  antiquity  :  by  adding  fome  chara£ie- 
liftical  feature  of  the  climate  or  people,  he  renders  his  narrative  pleaiing, 
piaurefque,  and  poetical. 
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Yet  though  reluQance  fiiulter  on  my  tongue. 

Though  day  would  fail  a  narrative  fo  long. 

Yet  well  affiired  no  fiction's  glare  can  raife. 

Or  give  my  countr/s  fame  a  brighter  praife ; 

Though  kfsy  far  kis,  whatever  my  lips  can  fay. 

Than  truth  mufl  give  it,  I  thy  will  obey. 

Between  that  zone,  where  cndlefs  winter  reigns. 
And  that,  where  flaming  heat  confumes  the  plains ; 
Arra/d  in  green,  beneath  indulgent  ikies. 
The  queen  of  arts  and  arms  fair  Europe  lies; 
Around  her  northern  and  her  weflem  ihores, 
Throng'd  with  the  finny  race  old  ocean  roars ; 
The  midland  fea,  where  tide  ne'er  fwell^  the  waves,. 
Her  richeft  lawns,  the  fouthem  border,  laves. 
Againft  the  rifing  mom,  the  northmoft  bound 
The  whirling  Tanais  parts  from  Afian  ground. 
As  tumbling  firom  the  Scythian  mountains  cold 
Their  crooked  way  the  rapid  waters  hold 
To  dull  Maeotts'  lake :  her  eaftem  line 
More  to  the  fouth,  the  Phrygian  waves  confine ; 
Thofe  waves,  which,  black  with  many  a  navy,  bore 
The  Grecian  heroes  to  the  Dardan  fhore  j 
Where  now  the  feaman  rapt  in  mournful  joy 
Explores  in  vain  the  fad  remains  of  Troy. 
Wide  to  the  north  beneath  the  pole  fhe  fpreads  ; 
Here  piles  of  mountains  rear  their  rugged  heads. 
Here  winds  on  winds  in  endlefs  tempefls  roll. 
The  valleys  figh,  the  lengthening  echoes  howL 

B^  On 
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On  the  rude  clifli  with  frofty  fpftngles  gjrey. 
Weak  as  the  twilight  gleams  the  folar  ray; 
Each  mountain's  breafl;  with  foows  eternal  fliines^ 
The  ftrealbs  and  feas  eternal  froft  confines. 
Here  dwelt  the  numerous  Scythian  tribes  of  bidy 
A  dreadful  race  \  by  viAor  ne'er  controUM, 
Whofe  pride  maintained  that  theirs  the  facred  earthy 
Not  that  of  Nile,  which  firft  gave  man  his  birth* 
Here  difmal  Lapland  fpre^s  a  dreary  wild, 
Here  Norway's  waftes  where  harveft  never  fmil'd^ 
Whofe  groves  of  fir  in  gloomy  horror  frown. 
Nod  o'er  the  rocks,  and  to  the  tempeft  groan. 
Here  Scandia's  dime  her  rugged  fhores  extends. 
And  far  projefted,  through  the  ocean  bends ; 
Whofe  fons  dread  footfteps  yet  Aufonia  «  wears. 
And  yet  proud  Rome  in  mournful  ruin  bears. 

When 

*  Wlofifoiu  dread  foatpept  yet  Aufonia  wMr/.— -In  the  year  409,  the  City  of 
Rome  was  facked,  and  luly  laid  deiblate  by  Aiaric,  king  of  the  Scandian  and 
other  northern  tribes.  In  mentioning  this  drcumftance*  Camdens  has  not 
fallen  into  the  common  error  of  little  poets,  who  on  every  oocafion  bewail 
the  outrage  which  the  Goths  and  Vandals  did  to  the  arts  and  fdences.  Thofe 
arts  and  iciences,  however,  which  give  vigonr  to  the  mind,  long  ere  the  ir- 
ruption of  the  northern  tribes,  were  in  the  mod  languid  ftate.  The 
fouthem  nations  of  Europe  were  funk  into  the  mo(l  contemptible  degene- 
racy. The  fcienCes,  with  every  lAranch  of  manly  literature,  were  almoft  on- 
.  known.  For  near  two  centuries  no  poet  or  writer  of  note  had  adorned  the 
Roman  empire.  Thofe  arts  only,  the  abufe  of  which  have  a  certain  and 
fatal  tendency  to  enervate  the  miod,  the  arts  of  mufic  and  ^kery,  were 
paifionately  cultivated  in  all  the  refinements  of  effeminate  abufe.  The  art 
of  war  was  too  laborious  for  their  delicacy,  and  the  generous  warmth  of  he^ 
roifm  and  patriotifin  was  incompatible  with  their  effeminacy.  Whoever 
reads  the  hiftory  of  the  later  emperors  of  Rome  will  find  it  hard  to  explain 
how  mind$  illuminated,  as  it  is  pretended,  by  letters  and  fcieoce,  could  at 

the 
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When  (bmmtr  IwjriU  ftero  wSntei^s  icy  ch^» 
Here  the  bpld  $we<}^  tb«  Pruflisiii,  and  tb^  Dsune 
Hoift  the  whke  f»a»  and  plough  the  fornkj  way* 
Cheered  by  ^vhi^  ODKtttths  of  one  continual  day. 
Between  thffc  flunres  and  Tanai-$  ruflung  tide 
Uvonia^s  Ions  and  Ru£Sa*s  hord$  refide. 
Stem  as  tl^eir  dime  the  tribes,  vhofe  fives  of  yore 
The  name,  far  dreaded,  of  Sarmatians  bore. 

Where, 


the  &iiie  time  be  £6  broken  as  to  fnffer  die  ba&ft  fubjeaion  to  fuch  weak 
and  wanton  tyrants.  That  the  general  mind  of  the  empire  did  fufTer,  for 
Several  centuries,  the  weakefl  and  mod  capricious  tyranny  is  a  faA  beyond 
diipute,  a  faA,  which  moft  Ihoofly  m*rks  their  degenerated  chara^Ur.  Co 
thefe  despicable  Sybarites*  the  north  poured  her  brave  and  hardy  fons,who, 
though  ignorant  of  polite  literature,  were  poflcfled  of  all  the  manly  ^  vir- 
tues of  the  Scythians  in  a  high  degree.  Under  their  conqoefts  Europe  wore 
a  new  and  a  vigorous  £Ke;  and  which  however  rude,  was  infinitely  prefera- 
ble to  that  languid,  and  ficUy  female  countenance,  which  it  had  lately  worn. 
Even  the  ideas  of  civil  liberty  were  loft.  But  the  rights  of  mankind  were 
claimed,  however  rude  their  laws,  by  the  northern  invaders.  And  however 
ignorance  may  talk  of  their  barbarity,  it  is  to  them  that  England  owes  her 
€onftitatk»n,  which,  as  Monteiquieu  obfcnres,  they  brought  from  the  woods 
of  Saxony.  The  fpirit  of  gallantry  and  romantic  attachment  to  the  fair 
iez,  which  di(Hngui(hed  the  northern  heroes,  w91  make  their  manners  ad- 
mired, while,  coniidered  in  the  fame  point,  the  poliflied  ages  of  Greece  and 
Rome  excite  our  horror  and  deteftation.  To  add  no  more,  it  is  to  the  irrup- 
tion of  theie  brave  barbarians  that  modem  Europe  owes  thofe  remains  of 
the  fpirit  of  liberty,  and  fome  other  of  the  greateft  advantages,  which  She 
may  at  prefent  poflefi.  They  introduced  a  vigour  of  mind,  which  under 
the  conicquehces  of  the  cnifiules,  and  a  variety  of  other  caufes,  has  not 
only  been  able  to  revive  the  arts,  and  improve  every  fcicnce,  but  has  alfo  in- 
veiUgated  and  a&ertained  the  political  intereft  and  rights  of  mankind,  in  a 
manner  unknown  to  the  brighteft  ages  of  the  ancient  world. 

^Sybarisj  a  city  inOrecia  Magna,  whole  inhabitants  were  &>  effeminate, 
that  they  ordered  all  the  cocks  to  be  killed,  that  they  might  not  be  dif- 
turbed  by  their  early  crowing. 

>  See  Walton's  Hift,  Eng.  Poetry.    Diflcrt.  II.  p.  3. 
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Where^  £imed  of  old,  th'  Hircinian  torpA  loured. 
Oft  feen  in  arms  the  Poliih  troops  are  pouted 
Wide  foragmg  the  downs.    The  Saxon  race. 
The  Himgar  dextrous  in  the  wikUboar  chafe. 
The  various  nations  whom  the  Rhine's  cold  wave 
The  Elbe,  Amafis,  and  the  Danube  lave. 
Of  various  tongues,  for  various  princes  known^ 
Their  mighty  lord  the  German  emperor  own. 
Between  the  Danube  and.  the  lucid  tide 
Where  haplefs  Heile  left  her  name,  and  died. 
The  dreadftil  god  of  battles  kindred  race. 
Degenerate  now,  poflefs  the  hills  of  Thrace. 
Mount  Hsemus  here,  and  Rhodope  renownM, 
And  proud  Byzantium,  long  with  empire  crown'a ; 
Their  ancient  pride,  their  ancient  virtue  fled. 
Low  to  the  Turk  now  bend  the  fervile  head. 
Here  fpread  the  fields  of  warlike  Macedon, 
And  here  thofe  happy  lands  where  genius  fhone 
In  all  the  arts,  in  all  the  mufe's  charms. 
In  all  the  pride  of  elegance  and  arms, 
Wjkich  to  the  heavens  refounded  Grecians  name. 
And  left  in  every  age  a  deathlefs  fame. 
The  ftern  Dalmatians  till  the  neighbouring  ground  j 
And  where  Antenor  anchored  in  the  found. 
Proud  Venice  as  a  queen  majeftic  towers. 
And  o'er  the  trembling  waves  her  thunder  pours. 
For  learning  glorious,  glorious  for  the  fword, 
WhileRome's  proud  monarch  reign'dthe world's  dreadlord. 

Here 
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Here  Italy  tier  beauteous  laudfcapes  fliews  ^ 

Around  hec fides  Ids  arms  old  ocean  throws; 

The  dafhmg  wa^es  the  ramparts  aid  iupply  ; 

The  hoaiy  Alps^-  high  towering  to  the  ikj. 

From  ihore  to  fliore  a  nigged  barrier  fpread^ 

And  lour  deftru Aion  on  the  hoftile  tread. 

But  now  no  more  her  hoftile  fpirit  burns  ; 

Therfe  now  the  faint  in  humble  vefpers  mourns ; 

To  heaven  more  grateful  than  the  pride  of  war, 

And  aU  the  triumphs  of  the  victor's  car. 

Onward  fair  Gallia  opens  to  the  view 

Her  groves  of  olive,  and  her  vineyards  blue : 

Wide  fpread  her  harvcfls  o'er  the  icenes  renownM, 

Where  Julius  proudly  ftrode  with  laurel  crown'd. 

Here  Seyn, — ^how  fair  when  gliftening  to  the  moon  ! 

Rolls  his  white  wave  \  and  here  the  cold  Garoon ; 

Here  the  deep  Rhine  the  flowery  margin  laves ; 

And  here  the  rapid  Rhone  impervious  raves. 

Here  the  gruff  mountains,  faithlefs  to  the  vows 

Of  loft  Pyrene  <*  rear  their  cloudy  brows  y 

Whence,  when  of  old  the  flames  their  woods  devour'd. 

Streams  of  red  gold  and  melted  lilver  pour'd. 

>  And 

«> '  FakbUfs  to  tie  vom  of  lo/l  Pyretu^  &c.— She  vras  daughter  to  Bebryx, 
a  king  of  Spain,  and  concubine  to  Hercules.  Having  one  day  wandered  from 
her  loTcr,  flie  was  deftroyed  by  wild  beaAs,  on  one  of  the  mountains  which 
bear  her  name.  Diodorus  Siculus,  and  others,  derive  the  name  of  the  Pyre- 
neans  from  ftvf,Jire.  To  fupport  which  etymology  they  relate,  that  by  the 
negligence  of  ibme  (hepherds,  the  ancient  forefts  on  thefe  mountains  were 
ict  on  fire,  and  burned  with  fuch  vehemence,  that  the  melted  metals  fpouted 
out  and  ran  down  from  the  fides  of  the  hills.  The  allufion  to  this  old  tra< 
dition  is  in  the  true  fpirit  of  Homer  and  VirgiL    C. 
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And  now,  as  hfigd  of  itt  the  lordly  tnua 

Of  «  Europe's  realms,  appears  iUuftrions  BpJku 

Alas,  what  various  fortunes  has  fhe  known  t 

Yet  ever  did  her  foas  her  wrongs  atone ; 

Short  was  the  triumi^  of  her  haughty  foes. 

And  ftill  with  fairer  bloom  her  honours  roHs* 

Where,  lock'd  with  land  the  ftruggling  currents  boil, 

Fam'd  for  the  godlike  Theban's  lateft  ^  toil. 

Againft  one  coaft  the  Punic  (band  extends, 

And  round  her  breaft  the  midland  ocean  bends : 

Around  her  fhores  two  various  oceans  fwellf 

And  various  nations  in  her  bofom  dwell ; 

Such  deeds  of  valour  dignify  their  names, 

Each  the  imperial  right  of  honour  claims* 

Proud  Arragon,  who  twice  her  ftandard  reared 

In  conquered  Naples  j  and  for  art  revered, 

Gallcia's  prudent  fons  i  the  fierce  Navarre ; 

And  he  far  dreaded  in  the  Moodriih  war. 

The  bold  Afturian ;  nor  Sevtiia's  race. 

Nor  thine,  Granada,  claim  the  iecond  place. 

Here 


*  0/  Europis  realmsi^x.  is  remarkable,  that  in  this  defcriptipn  of  Enrape, 
England  (hould  be  entirely  omitted ;  of  {o  little  confequence  in  the  political 
fcale.did  Hie  then  feem.  The  time  when  Camdens  wrote  this  may  be  e(H- 
mated  from  the  beginning  of  the  ieventh  book,  which  appears  to  have  been 
written  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  though  the  Lufiad  was  not  publiihed 
till  the  fourteenth  of  Elizabeth. 

•  '  —  T2<  Ththant  laufi  /o«/.— Hercules,  &ys  the  fable,  to  crown  his  labours, 
feparated  the  two  mountains,  Calpe  and  Abyla,  the  one  now  in  Spain,  the 
other  in  Africa,  in  order  to  open  a  canal  for  the  benefit  of  commerce.  Upon 
this  opening,  the  ocean  rulhed  in,  and  formed  the  Mediterranean  the  Egean, 
and  Euxine  feas. 
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Here  too  the  heroes  <rho  commaad  the  plain 

B7  Beds  waterM ;  here,  the  pride  of  Spain^ 

The  braT«  CaftiUaa  paufbs  o'er  his  fvord^ 

His  coantrfs  dread  deliverer  and  lord. 

Freud  o'er  the  reft^  with  iQplendid  wealth  arraj'd^ 

As  crown  to  this  wide  empire^  Europe's  headj 

Fair  Lufitania  finiles,  the  weftem  bound, 

Whofc  verdant  breafl:  the  rolling  waves  lurround. 

Where  gentle  evening  pours  her  lambent  ray, 

"The  laft  pale  gleaming  of  departing  day : 

This,  this,  O  mighty  king,  the  facred  earth, 

This  the  lov'd  parent-foil  that  gave  me  birth. 

And  oh,  would  bounteous  heaven  my  prayer  regard,' 

And  fiiir  fuccefs  my  perilous  toils  reward. 

May  that  dear  land  my  lateft  breath  receive. 

And  give  my  weary  bones  a  peaceful  grave. 

Sublime  the  honours  of  my  native  land. 
And  high  in  heaven's  regard  her  heroes  ftand  ; 
By  g  heaven's  decree  'twas  theirs  the  firft  to  quell 
The  Moorifh  tyrants,  and  from.  Spain  expel ; 
Nor  could  their  burning  wilds  conceal  their  flight. 
Their  burning  wilds  confeft  the  Lufian  might. 
From  Lufus  famed,  whofe  honour'd  name  we  bear, 
(The  fon  of  Bacchus  or  the  bold  compeer,) 

The 

•  By  Uawitt  iicn§  This  boaft  !s  according  to  the  troth  of  hiflory.  In 
the  day*  of  Portngaefc  hefoiTm,  thi«  firft  ezpulfion  of  the  Moors  was  ef- 
teemed  as  a  mark  of  the  fkvour  with  which  heaTtn  had  crowned  their  de- 
fence of  the  Catholic  faith.    See  the  preface. 
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The  glorious  nsiime  of  Lufitania  rofe^ 

A  name  tremendous  to  the  Roman  foes. 

When  her  bold  troops  the  valiant  fhepherd  led^ 

And  foul  with  rout  the  Roman  eagles  fled ; 

When  haughty  Rome  atchiev'd  the  ti:eacherous  ^  blow. 

That  own'd  her  terror  of  the  matchlefs  foe. 

But  when  no  more  her  Viriatus  fought. 

Age  after  age  her  deeper  thraldom  brought ; 

Her  broken  fons  by  ruthlels  tyrants  fpurn'd. 

Her  vineyards  languifh'd,  and  her  paftures  moum'd; 

Till  time  revolving  raifed  her  drooping  head. 

And  o'er  the  wondering  world  her  conquefts  fprcad. 

Thus  rofe  her  power :  the  lands  of  lordly  Spain 

Were  now  the  brave  Alonzo's  wide  domain ; 

Great  were  his  honours  in  the  bloody  €ght, 

And  fame  proclaimed  him  champion  of  the  right. 

And  oft  the  groaning  Saracen's  proud  creft 

And  ihatter'd  mail  his  awful  force  confeft. 

From  Calpe's  fummits  to  the  Cafpian  fhore 

Loud-tongued  renown  his  godlike  actions  bore. 

And  many  a  chief  from  diftant  regions  >  came 

To  {hare  the  laurels  of  Alonzo's  fame  \ 

Yet 

**  The  treacberetij  ^/tfrc.— The  aflaffination  of  Viiiatus.    See  the 

note  on  book  I.  p.  14. 

*  And  many  a  chief  from  dijlant  regioru  ramr.— Don  Alonzo,  king  of  Spain, 
apprehenfivc  of  the  fupcrior  number  of  the  Moors,  with  whom  he  was  at 
war,  demanded  ailiflance  from  Philip  I.  of  France,  and  of  the  duke  of  Bur- 
gimdy.  According  to  the  military  fpirit  of  the  nobility  of  that  age,  no 
fboncr  was  hisdcdre  known  than  numerous  bodies  of  troops  thronged  to  his 
ftandard.    Thcfc,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  having  Ibcwn  fignal  proofs 

of 


BOOK  It:  THE    LUSIAD.  u 

Yet  more  £ot  holy  faidi's  imlpotted  caufe 
Their  fpears  they  wielded,  than  for  fsune's  applaud* 
Great  were  the  deeds  thdr  thnndering  arms  diiplay'd^ 
And  ftill  their  foremoft  fwords  the  battle  fwa/d« 
And  now  to  honour  with  diftinguifhed  meed 
Each  heroes  worth,  the  generous  king  decreed. 
The  firft  and  hraveft  of  the  foreign  bands 
Hungarians  younger  fon  brave  Henry  ^  ftands. 

To 


of  their  oomage,  the  king  diftinguiihed  the  leaders  with  d]fi*erent  marks  of 
his  reg^.  To  Heaiy,  a  younger  ion  of  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  he  gave 
his  daughter  Tereia  in  marriage,  with  the  lovercignty  of  the  countries  to 
tbe  ibuth  of  Gaiida,  commiiConing  him  to  enbrge  his  boundaries  by  the 
cxpulfion  of  the  infidels.  Under  the  government  of  this  great  man,  who 
reigned  by  the  title  of  Count,  his  dominion  was  greatly  enlarged,  and  be- 
came more  rich  and  populous  than  before.  The  two  provinces  of  Etan 
Minbo  e  Dwro,  and  Fra  Us  Mmdtt^  were  Aibdued,  with  that  part  of  Beira 
which  was  held  by  tlie  Mbotiih  king  of  LamegOf^^hom  he  conClrained  to 
pay  tribute.  Many  thoufands  of  Chriftians,  who  had  fled  to  the  mountains, 
took  (belter  under  the  proteOion  of  Count  Henry.  Great  multitudes  of 
the  Moors  alio  chofe  to  fnbmit  and  remain  in  their  native  country  under  a 
mild  government.  Theie  advantages,  added  to  the  great  fertility  of  the  ibil 
of  Henry's  dominions,  will  account  for  the  numerous  armies^  and  the  fre- 
quent wars  of  the  firft  fovereignsof  PortugaL 

^  Himgaria'*  j^Mai;prr>i.-*Camdens,  in  making  the  foqnder  of  the  Porta- 
gnefe  monarchy,  a  younger  fon  of  the  king  of  Hungary,  has  followed  the 
old  duonologUl  GahoM,  The  Spanifli  and  Portuguefe  hiftorians  differ 
widely  in  their  accounts  of  the  parentage  of  this  gallant  (hanger.  Some 
bring  him  from  Conftantinople,  and  others  from  the  houfe  of  Lorrain.  But 
the  deareft  and  moft  probable  account  of  him  is  in  the  chronicle  of  Flnrj^ 
wherein  is  pre(crved  a  fragment  of  French  hiftory,  written  by  a  Benedic- 
tine monk  in  the  beg^ningof  the  twelfth  century,  and  in  the  time  of  Count 
Henry.  By  this  it  appears,  that  he  was  a  younger  fon  of  Henry,  the  onlj 
fon  of  Robert,  the  firft  duke  of  Burgundy,  who  was  a  younger  brother  of 
Henry  I.  of  France.  Fanlhaw,  having  an  eye  to  this  hiftory,  has  taken  the 
unwarrantable  liberty  to  alter  the  fa£t  as  mentioned  by  his  author. 
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To  him  are  given  the  fields  where  Tagi|9  flows. 
And  the  glad  king  his  daughter's  hand  befiows; 
The  fair  Terefa  fliines  his  blooming  bride. 
And  owns  her  father^s  love,  and  Henry's  pride. 
With  her,  befides,  the  fire  confirms  in  dower 
Whatever  his  fword  might  refcue  from  the  Moor ; 
And  foon  on  Hagar's  race  the  hero  pours 
His  warlike  fury-— foon  the  vanquifh'd  Moors 
To  him  far  round  the  neighbouring  lands  refign. 
And  heaven  rewards  him  with  a  glorious  line. 
To  him  is  born,  heaven's  gift,  a  gallant  fon. 
The  glorious  founder  of  the  Lufian  throne. 
Nor  Spain's  wide  lands  alone  his  deeds  atteft. 
Delivered  Judah  Henry's  might  *  confeft. 
On  Jordan's  bank  the  vidtor-hero  ftrode, 
Whofe  hallowed  waters  batlied  the  Saviour^God ; 

And 

JbMi^  Otfi  Hmry^  fikb  At  bs/hry^ 

Sad  F$rttigal  im  kt. 

And  the  fame  Jdmg  did  bis  awm  dmif/Aer  fit 
To  bim  m  mdlocA,  fe  imfir/rtm  them* 
Hhfimur  low 

Nor  are  hiftorians  agreed  on  the  birth  of  Donna  Tereia,  the  fpooTe  of  Count 
Henry.  Brandam,  and  other  Portuguefe  hiftorians,  are  at  great  pains  to 
prove  that  Ibe  was  the  legitimate  danghter  of  Alonzo  and  the  beautiful 
Ximena  de  Guzman,  But  it  appears  from  the  more  authentic  chronicle  of 
FUury^  that  Ximena  was  only  his  concubine.  And  it  is  evident  from  all  the 
hidorians,  that  Donna  l/rraca,  the  heirefs  of  her  father's  kingdom,  was 
younger  than  her  half-fifter,  the  wife  of  Count  Henry. 

1  Delivered  Judab  Henry  t  might  eon/e/l.— His  expedition  to  the  Holy  Land 
is  mentioned  by  fome  monkifli  writers,  but  from  the  other  parts  of  his  hii^ 
tory  it  is  highly  improbable.  Camdens,  however,  (hews  his  judgment  in 
adopting  every  traditionary  drcumftance  that  might  give  an  air  of  iblemnity 
to  his  poem. 
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And  Salem's  gate  her  open  folds  difplay'd* 

When  Godfrey  c<Naquer'd  fay  the  hero's  aid. 

But  now  no  more  in  tented  fields  oppofed^ 

By  Tagus'  ftream  his  honoured  age  he  clofed  j 

Yet  ftill  his  daimtlefs  worthy  his  virtue  livedo 

And  all  the  £ither  in  the  Ion  furvived. 

And  foon  hb  worth  was  proved ;  the  parent  ™  dame 

Avowed  a  fecond  hymeneal  flame. 

The  low-bom  fpouie  afliimes  the  monarch's  place^ 

And  from  the  throne  expels  the  orphan  race« 

But  young  Alphonibj  like  his  fires  of  yore» 

(His  grandfire's  virtues  as  his  name  he  bore) 

Arms  for  the  fightj  his  rainjfh'd  throne  to  win^ 

And  the  laced  helmet  graips  his  beardleis  chin. 

Her  fierceft  firebrands,  civil  dlfcord  waved. 

Before  her  troops  the  luftfiil  mother  raved ; 

Loft 


■  -— «—  tie  partid  lAnne.— 4)on  Alonzo  Enriqucz,  ion  of  Count  Henry, 
^nu  only  entered  into  his  third  year  when  his  father  died.  His  mother 
afliuned  the  reins  of  government,  and  appointed  Don  Ftmamd»  Pere%  de  Trabg 
to  be  her  mbifter.  When  the  yoang  prince  was  io  his  eighteenth  year, 
ibme  of  the  nobility,  who  either  envied  the  power  of  Don  Ptrtz^  or  were 
really  offended  with  the  reports  that  were  fpread  of  his  familiarity  with  the 
prince's  mother,  of  his  intention  to  marry  her,  and  to  exclnde  the  lawful 
heir,  eafily  perfuaded  the  young  Count  to  take  arms,  and  ailiime  the  iostf 
rdgnty.  A  battle  enfned,  b  which  the  prince  was  vi£borious.  Tereia,  it 
is  laid,  retired  into  the  caftle  of  Legmafi^^  where  (he  was  taken  captive  by 
her  fbn,  who  condemned  her  to  perpetual  imprifbnment,  and  ordered 
chains  to  be  put  upon  her  legs.  That  Don  Alonzo  made  war  againA*  his 
mother,  ^anquUhed  her  party,  and  that  (he  died  in  prifon  ab6ut  two  yean 
after,  A.D.  1130,  are  certain.  But  the  caufe  of  the  war,  that  his  mother 
tiras  married  to,  or  intended  to  marry  Don  Perezy  and  that  (he  was  put  in 
Chains,  are  tmcertain. 
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Loft  to  maternal  love,  and  loft  to  fhame, 
Unawed  (he  faw  heaven's  awful  vengeance  flame ; 
The  brother's  fword  the  brother's  bofom  tore. 
And  fad  Guimaria's  meadows  blufh'd  with  gore ; 
With  Luiian  gore  the  peafant's  cot  was  ftam'd^ 
And  kindred  blood  the  facred  ihrine  profaned* 

Here,  cruel  Progne,  here,  O  Jafon's  wife. 
Yet  reeking  with  your  childrens  purple  life. 
Here  glut  your  eyes  with  deeper  guilt  than  yours  ; 
Here  fiercer  rage  her  fiercer  rancour  pours. 
Your  crime  was  vengeance  on  the  £iithlefs  fires^ 
But  here  ambition  with  foul  luft  confpires. 
Twas  rage  of  love,  O  ^  Scylla,  urged  the  knife 
That  robb'd  thy  father  of  his  fated  life ; 
Here  groiler  rage  the  mother's  breaft  inflames. 
And  at  her  guiltleis  fon  the  vengeance  aims  i 
But  aims  in  vain ;  her  flaughter'd  forces  yield, 
And  the  brave  youth  rides  viftor  o'er  the  field. 
No  more  his  fubje£b  lift  the  thirfty  fword. 
And  the  glad  realm  proclaims  the  youthful  lord. 
But  ah,  how  wild  the  nobleft  tempers  run ! 
His  filial  duty  now  forfakes  the  fon ; 

Secluded 

■  *Twas  rage  of  iove^  0  Scylla^^The  Scylla  here  alluded  to  was,  according 
to  feble,  the  daughter  of  Nifus  king  of  Megara,  who  had  a  purple  lock, 
in  which  lay  the  fate  of  his  kingdom.  Minos  of  Crete  made  war  againft 
him,  for  whom  Scylla  conceived  ib  violent  a  paiCon,  that  Ihe  cut  off  the 
latal  lock  while  her  father  flept.  Minos  on  this  was  viaorious,  but  rcjeaed 
the  lore  of  the  unnatural  daughter,  who  in  despair  flung  herfclf  from  a 
rocky  and  in  the  fall  was  changed  into  a  lark; 
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Secluded  from  the  day,  in  clanking  chains 

His  rage  the  parent's  aged  limbs  conftrains. 

Heaven  fit>wn'd — ^Dark  vengeance  low'ring  on  his  brows. 

And  iheath'd  m  brafs  the  proud  Caftilian  rofe, 

Refolved  the  rigour  to  his  daughter  fhewn. 

The  battle  fhould  avenge,  and  blood  atone. 

A  numerous  hoft  againft  the  prince  he  fped, 

The  valiant  prince  his  little  army  led  : 

Dire  was  the  ihock  \  the  deep  riven,  helms  refound, 

And  foes  with  foes  lie  grappling  on  the  ground. 

Tet  though  around  the  ftripling's  facred  head 

By  angd  hands  etherial  (hields  were  fpread ; 

Though  glorious  triumph  on  his  valour  fmUed, 

Soon  on  his  van  the  baffled  foe  recoiFd : 

With  bands  more  numerous  to  the  field  he  came, 

Hb  proud  heart  burning  with  the  rage  of  fhame. 

And  now  in  turn,  Guimaria's  lofty  wall. 

That  faw  his  triumph,  faw  the  hero  fall: 

Within  the  town  immured,  dlftreft  he  lay. 

To  ftem  Caftilia's  fword  a  certain  prey. 

When  now  the  guardian  of  his  infant  years. 

The  valiant  Egas,  as  a  god  appears  •, 

To  proud  Cafteel  the  fuppliant  noble  bows, 

And  faithfol  homage  for  his  prince  he  vows. 

The  proud  Cafteel  accepts  his  honoured  faith. 

And  peace  fucceeds  the  dreadful  fcenes  of  death. 

Yet  well,  alas,  the  generous  Egas  knew 

His  high-fouM  prince  to  man  would  never  fuc. 

Would 
4 
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Would  never  ftoop  to  brook  the  fervile  ftain^ 
To  hold  a  borrow*d^  a  dependent  reign. 
And  now  with  gloomy  afpeA  rofe  the  daj^ 
Decreed  the  plighted  fervile  rites  to  pay  ; 
When  Egas  to  redeem  his  faith's  difgrace 
Devotes  himfelf,  his  fpouie>  and  infimt  race- 
In  gowns  of  white^  as  fentenced  felons  clad^ 
When  to  the  ftake  the  fons  of  guilt  are  led^ 
With  feet  unfhod  they  flowly  moved  alongy 
And  from  their  necks  the  knotted  halters  hung. 
And  now,  O  king,  the  kneeling  Egas  cries^ 
Behold  my  perjured  honour^s  facrifice  : 
If  fuch  mean  victims  can  atone  thine  ire. 
Here  let  my  wife,  my  babes,  myfelf  expire; 
If  generous  bofoms  fuch  revenge  can  take^ 
Here  let  them  perifh  for  the  father's  fake : 
The  guilty  tongue,  the  guilty  hands  are  thefe^ 
Nor  let  a  common  death  thy  wrath  appeafe  ; 
For  us  let  all  the  rage  of  torture  bum. 
But  to  my  prince,  thy  fon,  in  friendfhip  turn. 

He  rpoke,  and  bow'd  his  proftrate  body  low. 

As  one  who  waits  the  lifted  fabre's  blow. 

When  o'er  the  block  his  languid  arms  are  fpread. 

And  death,  foretafted,  whelms  the  heart  with  dread. 

So  great  a  leader  thus  in  humbled  ftate. 

So  firm  his  loyalty,  and  zeal  fo  great. 

The  brave  Alonzo's  kindled  ire  fubdued. 

And  loft  in  filent  joy  the  monarch  ftood ; 

Then 
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Then  gave  the  hand,  and  fheath'd  the  hoftile  fword, 
And  to  fuch«  honour  honoured  peace  reftored. 

Oh  Lufian  faith  !  oh  zeal  beyond  compare  ! 
What  greater  danger  could  the  Perfian  dare, 
Whofe  prince  in  tears,  to  view  his  mangled  woe, 
Forgot  the  joy  for  Babylon's  P  overthrow. 
And  now  the  youthful  hero  fhines  in  arms, 
The  banks  of  Tagus  eccho  war's  alarms  : 
O'er  Ourique's  wide  campaign  his  enfigns  wave, 
And  the  proud  Saracen  to  combat  brave. 
Though  prudence  might  arraign  his  fiery  rage 
That  dared,  with  one,  each  hundred  fpeafs  engage^ 
In  heaven's  proteAing  care  his  courage  lies. 
And  heaven,  his  friend,  fuperior  force  fupplies.  ' 

Five  moorifh  kings  againft  him  march  along, 
Ifmar  the  nobleft  of  the  armed  throng ; 
Yet  each  brave  monarch  claim'd  the  foldier's  name, 
And  far  o'er  many  a  land  was  known  to  fame. 

VOL.  II.  C  In 


•  And  to  fuchhofiout. '^Thc  authors  of  the  UniveriklHiilory  having  related 
the  ftory  of  Egas,  add,  '*  All  this  is  very  plcaiant  and  entertaining,  but  wc 
iee  no  fiiffident  reaibn  to  affirm  that  there  is  one  fy liable  of  it  true." 

But  though  hiftory  afford  no  authentic  document  of  this  tran(a£tion,  tn^ 
dition,  the  poet's  authority,  is  not  filent.  And  the  monument  of  £gaz  in 
the  monaftery  of  Pa^  de  Sonza,  gives  it  countenance.  £gaz  and  his  family 
are  there  reprefented,  in  bas  relief,  in  the  attitude  and  garb,  £ays  Caftera,  as 
defcribed  by  Camdens. 

r  m.^'^Babykn's  oVrft&rflw.— When  Darius  laid  ficge  to  Babylon,  one  of 
his  lords,  named  Zopyrus,  having  cut  off  his.xjjyfe  and  ears,  perfuaded  the 
enemy  that  he  had  received  thefe  indignities  from  the  cruelty  of  his  mader. 
Being  app<nnted  to  a  chief  command  in  Babylon,  he  betrayed  the  dty  t» 
Darins.    Vid.  Juftin. 
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In  all  the  beauteous  glow  of  blooming  years^ 

Befide  each  king  a  warrior  q  Nymph  aj^ars  ^ 

Each  with  her  fword  her  valiant  lover  guards^ 

With  Imiles  infpires  him^  and  with  fmiles  rewards^ 

Such  was^the  valour  of  the  beauteous  '  maid, 

Whofe  warlike  arm  proud  IHon'is  fate  delayed  t 

Such  in  the  fieltt  the  virgin  warriors  £hone. 

Who  drank  the  limpid  wave  of  •  Thermodon» 

Twas  mom's  ftiU  houTi  before  the  dawnitig  grey 
The  ftars  bright  twinkling  radiance  died  away  ; 
When  lo,  refplendent  in  the  heaven  ferenc^ 
High  o'er  the  prince  the  facred  crofs  was  feen  ^ 
The  godlike  prince  with  faith's  warm  gjlow  inflamed^ 
Obj  not  to  me,  my  bounteous  God>  exclaim'd> 


^  Btfidi  etuB  kmg  a  wmritr  wyw^  appmn,f-^l\^  ^MUiifli  and  Fftitv^oele 
liiftories  afford  reveral  inftances  of  the  Moorifh  chiefs  being  attended  in  the 
field  of  battle  by  their  miftrcfles,  and  of  the  romantic  gallantry  and  AnuK 
zonian  courage  of  thefe  bdies.  Where  this  is  mentioned,  the  name  of 
Ceorgc  de  Sylveyra  ought  to  be  recorded.  When  the  Portugnefe  aififted 
the  king  of  Melinda  againft  his  enemy  of  Oja,  they  gaye  a  fignal  defeat 
to  the  Moors  in  a  foreft  of  palm  trees.  In  the  porfait,  Sytveyra  iaw  st 
Moor  leading  off*  a  beautiful  young  woman  through  a  bye  path  of  the  wood. 
He  puriued,  and  the  Moor  perceiving  his  danger,  diicovered  the  moft  vio* 
lent  agitation  for  the  fafety  of  his  miftre/s,  whom  he  entreated  to  %  while 
he  fought  his  enemy.  But  fhe  with  equal  emotion  refill  to  leare  him, 
and  perfifted  in  the  refolution  to  fhare  his  fate.  Sylyeyra,  (Iruck  with  this 
tender  ft  rife  of  aff*e£tion,  gencroufly  left  them,  e3u:Iaimmg^GWj&r^«//&i/ 
myftvordjboukt  inUrruftfucb  love  ! 

'  *the  beauteous  ot^iV.^— P^nthefilea,  queen  of  the  Amazons,  who,  after 
haring  (Ignalized  her  valour  at  the  fiege  of  Troy,  was  killed  by  Achilles* 

*  ^bernndoH^'^^K  river  of  Scythia  ia  the  country  of  the  An 
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Oh,  not  to  me,  who  well  thy  grandeur  know. 
But  to  the  pagan  herd  thy  wonders  fhew ! 

The  Lufian  hoft,  enraptured,  mark'd  the  fign 
That  witnefs'd  to  their  chief  the  aid  divine : 
Right  on  the  foe  they  fhake  the  beamy  lance. 
And  with  firm  ftrides,  and  heaving  breafts,  advance ; 
Then  burft  the  filence,  hail,  O  king,   they  cry  i 
Our  king,  our  king,  the  echoing  dales  reply. 
Fired  at  the  found,  with  fiercer  ardour  glows 
The  heaven-made  monarch ;  on  the  warelefs  foes 
Rufhing,  he  fpeeds  his  ardent  bands  along : 
So  when  the  chace  excites  the  ruftic  throng, 
Rottfed  to  fierce  madnefs  by  their  mingled  cries. 
On  the  wild  bull  the  red-eyed  maftiff  flies : 
The  ilem-brow'd  tyrant  roars  and  tears  the  ground. 
His  watchful  horns  portend  the  deathfiil  wound ; 
The  nimble  maftiff,  fpringing  on  the  foe. 
Avoids  the  furious  fharpnefs  of  the  blow  : 
Now  by  the  neck,  now  by  the  gory  fides 
Hangs  fierce,  and  all  his  bellowing  rage  derides : 
In  vain  his  eye-balls  burn  with  living  fire. 
In  vain  his  noftrils  clouds  of  fmoke  reipire ; 
His  gorge  torn  down,  down  falls  the  furious  prize 
With  t  hollow  thundering  found,  and  raging  dies. 

C  2  Thus 

*  It  may,  perhaps,  be  agreeable  to  the  reader  to  fee  Homer's  deicriptioa 
•f  a  biili  orerpowered,  astrahflated  by  Pope  : 
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Thus  on  the  Moors  the  hero  rufli'd  along, 

Th'  aftonifh'd  Moors  in  wild  confufion  throng ; 

They  fnatch  their  arms,  the  hafty  trumpet  founds. 

With  horrid  yell  the  dread  alarm  rebounds; 

The  warlike  tumult  maddens  o'er  ihe  plain. 

As  when  the  flame  devours  the  bearded  grain  : 

The  nightly  flames  the  whittling  winds  infpire. 

Fierce  through  the  braky  thicket  pours  the  fire  : 

Rous'd  by  the  crackling  of  the  mounting  blaze. 

From  fleep  the  fliepherds  ftart  in  wild  amaze ; 

They  fnatch  their  cloaths  with  many  a  woeful  cry. 

And  fcatter'd  devious  to  the  mountains  fly. 

Such  fudden  dread  the  trembling  Moors  alarms, 

"Wild  and  confufed  they  fnatch  the  neareft  arms ; 

Yet  flight  they  fcom,  and  eager  to  engage 

They  fpur  their  foamy  fteeds,  and  truft  their  furious  rage ; 

Amidft  the  horror  of  the  headlong  fliock. 

With  foot  unfhaken  as  the  living  rock 

Stands  the  bold  Lufian  firm  i  the  purple  wounds 

Gnfli  horrible,  deep  groaning  rage  refoundsj 

Reeking 

yti  'wbfH  a  lion,  nt/hitig/ruM  b'u  den, 
Atnidjl  the  plain  of  fome  ivide-water^dfen^ 
(  Where  numerous  oxen,  as  ai  eafe  they  feed^ 
At  Urge  expatiate  oer  tie  ranker  wuad\} 
Leaps  on  the  herds  before  tbeherdfmans  eyes  ; 
*The  trembling  herdfmanfar  to  difance flies  ; 
Some  lordly  bull  (the  rejl  di/pers^dandfledj 
HefttivJes  out  J  arrefs,  and  lays  him  dead, 
Th'ji  from  the  rage  of  yove'liie  HeSiorJle^v 
All  Greece  in  heaps;  but  one  hefeixd^  andfe^v  ; 
Mycenlan  Pai/'Las,  PoPK.   IL.  XV. 
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Reekmg  behind  the  Moorifh  backs  appear 
The  fhining  point  of  many  a  Lufian  fpear ; 
The  mail-coats,  hauberks,  and  the  harneis  fteel'd, 
Bmis'd,  hackt,  and  torn,  lie  fcatter'd  o'er  the  field  ; 
Beneath  the  Lufian  fweepy  force  o'erthrown, 
Cmfh'd  by  their  battered  mails  the  wounded  groan ; 
Burning  with  thirft  they  draw  their  panting  breath, 
And  curfe  their  prophet  as  they  writhe  in  death. 
Arms  fcver'd  from  the  trunks  ftill  grafp  the  »  ftccl, 
Heads  gafping  roll ;  the  fighting  fquadrons  reel ; 

Fainty 

^^^^fiUgraJp  tbejk^ — ^Thcre  is  a  pailage  in  Xenophon,  upon  which 
periiapft  Camoens  had  his  eye.  Etrii  ii  IXnin  h  fU^n,  vofn  Iha,  tin  /uiy 
>w  aTfUIi  m^^^fdJmy  &c.  **  When  the  battle  was  over  one  might  behold, 
"  throng^  the  whole  extent  of  the  field,  the  ground  purpled  with  blood, 
^  the  bodies  of  friends  and  enemies  (Iretched  over  each  other,  the  ihiclds 
**  pierced,  the  fpears  broken,  and  the  drawn  fwords,  fome  fcattered  on  the 
"  earth,  fome  plunged  in  the  boToms  of  the  flaln,  and  (bme  yet  grafped  in 
'*  the  hands  of  the  dead  foldiers." 

As  it  was  neceflary  in  the  preface  to  give  a  chara^r  of  the  French  tranf* 
lation  of  the  Lufiad,  ibme  fuppott  of  that  character  is  neceflaiy  in  the  notes. 
To  point  out  every  in  (lance  of  the  un  poetical  taAe  of  Caflera,  were  to  give 
his  paraphrafe  of  every  fine  paflage  in  Camdens.  His  management  of  this 
battle  will  give  an  idea  of  his  manner;  it  is  therefore  tranfcribed :  **  Le 
Ptrh^au  beurU  impehteeufanent  Utfddait  iTIfmar^  Us  rwverfe  el  Uur  ouvre  U/ein  a 
tmips  de  loMce  ;  tmfi  rencontre ^  omfe  cboque  attee  unefweur  qui  ebranUriut  tefommei 
da  mcHtagfiet.  La  tern  tremble  font  Us  pas  des  courfters  fougueux  ;  PimpitcyaUe 
Erbuys  vit  des  BUJfures  enormes  et  des  coups  digues  belles :  Usgverriers  de  Lufus  bri^ 
fentf  nsipent^  tailUnt,  enfoncent  pUfirtns^  armuresy  boucliers^  cuiraffes  et  turhans  ;  /« 
ParfMeetendfes  aiUs  affreufesfur  Us  Maaritainsy  tun  expire  en  mordant  la  pou^erty 
r autre  impUre  lefetours  de  fon  propbete  ;  tetes^  jamhes  et  bras  volent  et  bondijfent  de 
toutes  parts  J  Pmil  tCapper^t  que  vifages  couvcrts  etune  paleur  lividc,  que  corps  de» 
cJnris  et  quentraiUes palpitanies"  Had  Caflera  ferioufly  intended  to  burlefque 
his  author  he  could  icarcely  have  better  fuccecded.  As  tranflation  cannot 
convey  a  perfect  idea  of  an  author's  manner,  it  is  therefore  not  attempted. 
The  attack  was  wUbfucbfury  tbat  it  migbtfiake  tbe  tops  of  the  mountains:  This 

bombad. 
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Fainty  and  weak  with  languid  arms  ihfiy  cIofe^ 

And  ftaggerbg  grapple  with  the  ftaggering  fees, 

So  when  an  oak  Ms  headlong  on  the  lake. 

The  troubled  waters,  flowly  fettling,  {hake : 

So  faints  the  languid  combat  on  the  plain. 

And  fettling  daggers  o'er  the  heaps  of  flain. 

Again  tjie  Lufian  fiiry  wakes  its  fires. 

The  terror  of  the  Moors  new  ftrength  infpires  ; 

The  fcatter'd  few  in  wild  confiifion  fly,    . 

And  total  rout  refounds  the  yelling  cry. 

Defiled  with  one  wide  fheet  of  reeking  gore. 

The  verdure  of  the  lawn  appears  no  more : 

In  bubbling  £hreams  the  lazy  currents  run. 

And  f^ooth  red  flames  beneath  the  evqiing  fun. 

Withfpoils  enrich'd,  with  glorious  trophies  ▼crown'd 

The  heaven-made  fovereign  on  the  battle  ground 

Three 

bombad,  and  the  wretched  anticlimax  ending  with  turbans,  are  not  in  the 
original ;  from  which  indeed  the  whole  is  extremely  wide.  Had  he  added 
any  poetical  image,  any  flower  to  the  embroidery  of  his  author,  the  mcreaie 
of  the  richnefs  of  the  tifliie  would  ha^e  rendered  his  work  more  pleafing. 
It  was  therefore  his  intereft  to  do  (b.  But  it  was  not  in  the  feelings  of  Caf- 
tera,  to  tranflate  theLuliad  with  the  fpirit  of  Camoens. 

▼  with  giorietu  trophies  ^otv«V.— This  memorable  battle  was  fought 

in  the  plains  of  Ouriqve,  in  1 139.  The  engagement  lafled  fix  hours;  the 
Moors  were  totally  routed  with  incredible  (laughter.  On  the  field  of  battle, 
Alonzo  was  proclaimed  king  of  Portugal.  The  Portuguefe  writers  ha?e 
given  many  fabulous  accounts  of  this  viAory.  Some  affirm,  that  the  Moor- 
i(h  army  amounted  to  380,000;  others,  48o/xx>,  and  others  fwell  it  to 
600,000;  whereas  Don  Alonzo*s  did  not  exceed  13,000.  Miracles  muft  alio 
be  added.  Alonzo,  they  tell  us,  being  in  great  perplexity,  (at  down  to 
comfort  his  mind  by  the  perufal  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Having  read  the 
(lory  of  GUn/i,  he  funk  into  a  deep  fleep,  in  which  he  iaw  a  very  old  man 

in 
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Three  days  encan^>  ta  reft  kis  weary  tndn, 

Whole  daulMleis  vakvor  drove  Ae  Moors  from  Spaiiu 

And  now  in  honour  of  the  glorioos  day^ 

When  five  proud  monarchs^  his  vanquUh'd  prey^ 

On 


ina  remarkaUc  drefi  oome  iato  Ids  tent,  mmI  aflare  him  of  vidory:.  His 
chamb^lain  oomiog  in,  waked  him,  aad  told  him  there  was  an  old  Bian  Tcry 
ampoftmiate  to  ipeak  with  him,  Don  Alonzo  ordered  him  to  be  braught 
an,  and  no  fooner  law  him  than  he  knew  him  to  be  the  oU  man  whom  he 
liad  ieea  In  his  dream.  TMs  Tenerable  perion  acquainted  him,  that  he  was 
a  fiiherman,  and  had  led  a  life  of  penance  for  fixty  years  on  an  adjacent 
fock,  where  it  had  been  rerealed  to  him,  that  if  the  Count  mardied  his  army 
Che  neat  morning,  as  ibon  as  he  heard  a  certain  bell  ring,  he  (hould  reeeife 
the  (faongeft  afliarance  of  viOory.  Aocordin^y,  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell, 
the  Count  put  his  army  in  motion,  and  fuddcoly  beheld  in  the  eaftera  (ky, 
Che  figure  of  the  croft,  and  CSirift  upon  it,  who  promiied  him  a  complete 
▼idory,  and  commanded  him  to  accept  the  title  of  kia^  if  it  was  oiered 
tum  by  the  army.  The  fiune  writecs  add,  that  zb  a  flanding  memorial  of 
Chis  miraculous  event,  Don  Alonao  changed  the  arms  which  his  father  had 
^ven,  of  a  crois  azure  in  a  field  argent,  for  five  eicntcheons,  each  charged 
vitfa  fire  bezants,  in  memory  of  the  Aire  wounds  of  Chrift.  Others  aficrt, 
that  he  gave  in  a  field  argent  five  efcntcheons  aaure,  in  the  form  of  a  croA, 
each  charged  with  five  bezants  argent,  placed  ialterwife,  with  a  point  fable, 
in  memory  of  die  five  wounds  he  himfelf  received,  and  of  Ave  Moorifh 
kings  flain  in  the  battle.  There  is  an  old  record,  iaid  to  be  written  by  Doa 
Alonzo,  in  whkh  the  ftory  of  the  vifion  is  related  upon  his  majefty*s  oath; 
The  SpaniOi  critics,  however,  have  <fiicovered  many  ineonfiftencies  in  it* 
They  find  the  language  intenrnxed  with  phraies  not  then  in  uie :  it  bears 
the  date  of  the  year  of  our  Lord,  at  a  time  when  that  srra  had  not  been 
introduced  into  Spain ;  and  John,  bifliop  of  Coimbra,  figns  as  a  witnefs  be* 
foie  John,  Metropolitan  of  Braja,  which  is  contrary  to  eodefiaftical  rule. 
Theie  drcumftances,  however,  are  not  mentioned  to  prove  the  faUehood  of 
the  vifion,  but  to  vindicate  the  diara£ter  of  I>on  Alonzo  fpm  any  (hare  in 
the  oath  which  pafles  under  his  name.  The  truth  is,  the  Portngueie  were 
always  unwiUing  to  pay  any  homage  to  the  kmg  of  Caftile.  They  adorned 
the  battle  which  gave  birth  to  their  monarchy,  with  mirade,  and  the  new 
ibvereignty  with  a  eommaad  from  heaven, drcumftances  extremely  agreea- 
ble both  to  the  military  pride,  and  the  fuperftition  of  theie  times.  The 
regid  dignity  and  conltitutioo  of  the  monarchy,  however,  were  not  iettled 

tUl 
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On  his  broad  buckler^  unadom'd  before^ 
Placed  as  a  crofs^  five  a^yre  fhields  hew  wore. 

In 

till  about  fix  years  after  the  battle  of  Oungue,  For  mankind,  fiiy  the  an- 
thors  of  the  Univeifal  Hiftory,  were  not  then  fb  ignorant  and  barbarous^ 
as  to  fufTer  a  change  of  government  to  be  made  without  any  farther  cere- 
mony, than  a  tumultuous  huzza.  An  account  of  the  coronation  of  the 
firft  king  of  Portugal,  and  the  principles  of  liberty  which  then  prevailed  in 
that  kingdom,  are  worthy  of  our  attention.  The  arms  of  Don  Alonzo 
having  been  attended  with  great  fuccefs,  in  1 145,  he  called  an  aHembly  of 
the  prelates,  nobility,  and  commons,  at  Lamtgo.  When  the  aflembly  opened, 
he  appeared,  feated  on  the  throne,  but  without  any  other  marks  of  regal 
dignity.  Laurence  de  Viegas  then  demanded  of  the  aflembly,  whether,  ac- 
cording to  the  ele^ion  on  the  field  of  battle  at  Ourique^  and  the  briefs  of 
pope  Eugenius  III.  they  chufed  to  have  Don  AUm%o  Ettriquex  for  their  kbg^ 
To  this  they  anfwered  they  were  willing.  He  then  demanded,  if  they  de- 
.  fired  the  monarchy  fliould  be  ele^ve  or  hereditary.  They  declared  thchr 
intention  to  be,  that  the  crown  (hould  defcend  to  the  heirs  male  of  AIohxp. 
Laurence  de  yiega*  then  aflced,  **  Is  it  your  pleafure  that  he  be  invefted  with 
the  enfigns  of  royalty?'*  He  was  anfwered  in  theaffiimative;.and  the  ardu 
biihop  of  Braga  placed  the  crown  upon  his  head,  the  king  having  his  fword 
drawn  in  his  hand.  As  fbon  as  crowned,  Alonzo  thus  addrefled  the  aflem- 
bly :  "  Blefled  be  God,  who  has  always  aflifted  me,  and  has  enabled  me, 
*<  with  this  fword,  to  deliver  you  from  all  your  enemies.  I  (hall  ever  wear 
**  it  for  your  defence.  You  have  made  me  a  king,  and  it  is  but  juft  that 
**  you  (hould  fliare  with  me  in  taking  care  of  the  flate.  I  am  your  king, 
**  and  as  fuch  let  us  make  laws  to  Secure  the  happineis  of  this  kingdom.*' 
£ighteen  (bort  (latutes  were  then  framed,  and  aflented  to  by  the  people. 
Laurence  de  Viegas  at  length  proposed  the  great  queftion.  Whether  it  was 
their  pleafure  that  the  king  fliould  go  to  X«ot,  to  do  homage,  and  pay  tribute 
to  that  prince,  or  to  any  other.  On  this,  every  man  drawing  his  fword, 
cried  with  a  loud  voice,  **  We  are  free,  and  our  king  is  free;  we  owe  our  li- 
**  berty  to  our  courage.  If  the  kbg  fliall  at  any  time  fiibmit  to  fuch  an  aA, 
<*  he  defenres  death,  and  Ihall  not  reign  either  over  us,  or  among  us."  The 
king  then  rifing  up,  approved  this  declaration,  and  declared.  That  if  any  of 
his  deicendants  confentcd  to  fuch  a  fubmiffion,  he  was  unworthy  to  fucceed, 
ibould  be  reputed  incapable  of  wearing  the  crown,  and  that  the  election  of 
another  Sovereign  fliould  immediately  take  place. 

■^  Jive  aMureJhieldi         Fanfliaw*s  tranflation  of  this  is  curious.     He 

is  literal  in  the  circumflances,  but  the  dcbafements  marked  in  Italic  are  his 
own  : 

lu 
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In  grateful  memory  of  the  heavenly  fign, 
The  pledge  of  conqueft  by  the  aid  divine. 

Kor  long  his  £ii]lchion  in  the  fcabbard  ilept. 
His  warlike  arm  inrrcafing  laurels  reapt : 
From  Leyra's  walls  the  bajffled  Ifmar  flies. 
And  ftrong  Arroncha  falls  his  conquered  prize; 
That  honoured  town,  through  whoie  Elyfian  groves 
Thy  Imooth  and  limpid  wave,  O  Tagus,  roves. 
Th'  illuffaious  Santarene  coufeft  his  power. 
And  vanquiih'd  Mafra  yields  her  proudeft  tower* 
The  Lunar  mountains  faw  his  troops  difplay 
Their  marching  banners  and  their  brave  array  i 
To  him  fubmits  fair  Cintra's  cold  domain. 
The  ibothing  refuge  of  the  Nayad  train. 
When  love's  fweet  fnares  the  pining  nymphs  would  fhun ; 
Alas,  in  vain  from  warmer  climes  they  run : 
The  cooling  ihades  awake  the  young  deiires. 
And  the  cold  fountains  cherifh  love's  foft  fires. 

And 

In  thefe  five  fludds  he  paints  the  rtcoatpenu 

(Ot  tr'tMta  £mbeiros;  the  thirty  denarii,  fays  Camdens.) 

For  whkfa  the  Lord  was  ibid,  in  yarious  ink 

WrHing  bu  b^rj^  who  did  diipenfe 

Such  favour  to  him,  mwtAen  heart  cwU  think. 

(Writing  the  remembnuicc  of  him,  by  whom  he  was  favoured.  In  vaiiow 
(oloars.     Camoau^ 

In  every  of  the  five  he  paints  Bve-fiaua 
So  funis  the  thirty  iy  a  cmtpte-foU  dnqw 
Aoconnting  that  which  is  the  center,  twice. 
Of  the  five  cinques,  which  he  doth  place  ooTs-wiie, 
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And  thou,  £une4  UflKa,  viu>ie  coabitdedl  wsR 
Role  by  the  X  hand  that  wrongs  proud  Dioa's  £dl4 
Thoa  qaeen  ^  of  cities^  whom  the  Teas  obey^ 
Thy  dreaded  ramparts  ownVi  tiie  hero^  Aray. 
Far  from  the  north  a  warlike  navy  bore 
From  Elbe,  from  Rhine,  s»d  A11noii*s  Bu(fy  fl)ore^ 
To  refcue  Salem's  long-diluted  ihriiie  % 
Their  force  to  great  Alonzo's  force  diey  join : 
Before  Ulyfles'  walls  the  navy  rides^ 
The  joyful  Tagus  laves  their  pitchy  fides. 
Five  times  the  moon  her  empty  horns  conceal'd^ 
Five  times  her  broad  effulgence  (hone  revealed. 
When,  wrapt  in  clouds  of  duft,  her  mural  pnde 
Falls  thundering, — ^black  the  fmoaking  breach  yawns  wkle. 

As 

^Xf/HyOebami,  m The tniditioD,  thftt LUboo wxf  boiU by UlfffcSt tad 
thence  called  Olyffifelis^  b  as  eoniinon  as  t]»at  (and  of  equal  authority  with 
it)  which  iays,  that  Brnte  landed  a  colony  of  Trojans  in  England,  and  g^ve 
the  name  of  Britannia  to  the  ifland, 

7  7W  qium  ofdHes  i  The  conqaeft  of  Ulbon  was  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance to  the  infani  monarchy.  It  Is  one  of  the  fineft  ports  in  the 
world,  and  ere  the  invention  of  cannon,  was  of  great  ftrength.  The  old 
Moorifli  wail  was  flanked  by  icyenty-reren  towers,  was  abont  fix  miles  in 
length,  and  fourteen  in  drcuinference.  When  befieged  by  Don  Alonao, 
according  to  ibme,  it  was  garxiToned  by  an  army  of  aoo,ooo  men.  This» 
not  to  fay  tmpoffible,  is  hig^y  incred^le.  That  it  was  (brong,  however, 
and  well  ganifoned,  is  certain.  It  is  alio  certain,  that  Alonao  owed  the 
conqueft  of  it  to  a  fleet  of  adveaturers,  who  were  going  t9  the  Holy  Land» 
f  be  greatetl  part  of  whom  were  EngUfh.  One  Udal  ap  Rhjt^  in  his  tour 
through  Portugal  iays,  that  Alonao  gave  them  AimaJa^  on  the  fide  of  the 
Tagos  oppofite  to  Ii(bon,  and  that  Filla  Framca  was  peopled  by  them, 
which  they  called  CornuaUa,  either  in  honour  of  their  native  country,  or  from 
the  rich  meadows  in  its  neighbourhood,  where  inuneniie  herds  of  cattle  are 
hept,  as  in  the  Englifli  Cornwall. 


As  irben  th'  iiiipnigii'4  V!fl^Brt  1hi>^  Ac  monodp^ 
And  roar,  wide  fw^^qnipig^  pV  the  piltiovd  gniimds^ 
Nor  cot  nor  fold  witliftvid  tbdr  f«iioq«  cowrfci 
So  headlong  niih'd  ^ng  the  hltro*s  ftpxe. 
The  thirft  of  yen^gnace  the  afl^ulants  fire^ 
The  madnefs  of  deip^  the  Moon  inipires ; 
Each  lane^  each  fireet  jrefound3  the  confliA's  ix)w> 
And  every  triB&pld  rjedks  witl^  tepid  gore. 

Thus  fell  the  citfi  whofe  unconquer'd  *  towers 
Defy'd  of  old  tl^  banded  Gpthic  powerjiy 
Whole  hardened  nervies  in  rigorous  climates  ti^in'fl 
The  favage  oofmge  of  dieir  foul*  fvflaio'd ; 
Before  whole  fword  jthe  fons  of  Ehro  fled^ 
And  Tagus  |3rembled  in  his  pozy  bed$ 
Aw*d  by  whofe  arms  the  lawn;;  of  Betis*  giore 
The  name  Vandalia  from  the  Vandals  bore. 

When  Lifboa's  towers  before  the  Ldian  fefl. 
What  fort,  what  rampart  might  his  arms  repell ! 
Eftremadura's  repon  owns  him  lord^ 
And  Torres-yedras  bends  beneath  his  fword  ^ 
Obidos  humbles,  and  Alamquer  yields, 
Alamquer  famous  for  her  verdant  fields, 
Whofe  murmuring  rivulets  cheer  the  traveller's  way. 
As  ^e  chill  waters  o'er  the  pebbles  ftray. 

Elva 

«— IfiMMfiNrV  inNrr.— This  ftdertioo  of  OunSciu  if  not  without  ibon* 
dstioQ,  lor  it  i«u  bf  tretchtqr  thmt  Heriacttcric,  the  Ooth,  got  poflciDoa 
«fLUboo. 
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Eha  the  green,  and  Monk's  fertile  dales^ 

Fair  Serpa's  tillage,  and  Alcazar's  vales 

Not  for  himfelf  the  Moorifli  peafant  fbws  ; 

For  Lufian  hands  the  yellow  harveft  glows : 

And  you,  fiiir  lawns,  beyond  the  Tago's  wave. 

Your  golden  burdens  for  Alonzo  fave ; 

Soon  {hall  his  thundering  might  your  wealth  reclaim. 

And  your  glad  valleys  hail  their  monarches  name. 

Nor  ileep  his  captains  while  the  Ibvereign  wars ; 
The  brave  Giraldo's  fword  in  conqueft  fhares  ; 
Evora's  frowning  walls,  the  caftled  hold 
Of  that  proud  Roman  chief,   and  rebel  bold, 
Sertorius  dread,  whofe  labours  ftill  •  remain  ; 
Two  hundred  arches,  ftretch*d  in  length,  fuftain 
The  marble  du£l,  where,  gliftening  to  the  fun. 
Of  filver  hue  the  fhining  waters  run. 
Evora's  frowning  walls  now  fhake  with^fear. 
And  yield  obedient  to  Giraldo's  fpear. 
Nor  refts  the  monarch  while  his  fervants  toil. 
Around  him  ftill  increafing  trophies  fmile. 
And  deathlefs  fame  repays  the  haplefs  fate 
That  gives  to  human  life  fo  fhort  a  date. 
Proud  Beja's  caftled  walls  his  fury  ftorms, 
And  one  red  flaughtcir  every  lane  deforms. 

The 


*  wbefi  hUurtftiU  remainj^Tht  aqueduA  of  Seitorias,  here  menti- 
oped,  is  one  of  the  grandell  remains  of  antiquity.  It  was  repaired  by  John 
III.  of  Portugal,  about  A.  D.  1540. 
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The  ghofts,  whofe  mangled  limbs,  yet  fcarccly  cold, 

Heapt  fad  Trancofo's  ftreets  in  carnage  roll'd, 

Appeafed,  the  vengeance  of  their  flaughter  fee. 

And  hail  th'  indignant  king's  fevere  decree. 

Palmela  trembles  on  her  mountain's  height. 

And  fea^laved  Zambra  owns  the  hero's  might. 

Nor  thefe  alone  confeft  his  happy  ftar. 

Their  feted  doom  produced  a  nobler  war. 

Badaja's  king,  an  haughty  Moor,  beheld 

His  towns  beiieged,  and  hafted  to  the  field. 

Four  thoufand  courfers  in  his  army  neigh'd, 

Unnumber'd  fpears  his  infentry  difpla/d  ; 

Proudly  they  march'd,  and  glorious  to  behold. 

In  filver  belts  they  fhone,  and  plates  of  gold. 

Along  a  mountain's  fide  fecure  they  trod  ; 

Steep  on  eachliand,  and  rugged  was  the  road  ; 

"When  as  a  bull,  whofe  luftful  veins  betray 

The  maddening  tumult  of  infpiring  May  ; 

If,  when  lus  rage  with  fierceft  ardour  glows, 

When  in  the  ihade  the  fragrant  heifer  lows. 

If  then  perchance  his  jealous  burning  eye 

Behold  a  carelefs  traveller  wander  by. 

With  dreadful  bellowing  on  the  wretch  he  flies ; 

The  wretch  defencelefs  torn  and  trampled  dies. 

So  ruih'd  Alonzo  on  the  gaudy  train. 

And  pour'd  victorious  o'er  the  mangled  ilain } 

The  royal  Moor  precipitates  in  flight ; 

The  mountain  echoes  with  the  wild  affright 

Of 
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Of  flying  iqustdrons ;  dfuvthi  thdr  aims  they  dirow. 
And  daih  from  it>ck  to  rock  tb  fliim  thd'foe. 
The  foe  I  what  wonders  dlay  not  virtue  dare ! 
But  fixty  ^  horfemeii  waged  the  cbnquerixig  war. 
The  warlike  monarch  ftill  his  toil  renews ; 
New  conqueft  flail  each  viAory  purflie^* 
To  him  Badaja's  lofty  gates  expand^ 
And  the  wide  region  owns  his  dread  conlmahd. 
When  now  enraged  proUd  Ledn^s  king  beheld 
Thofe  walls  fiibdued  which  faw  his  troops  expelled; 
Enraged  he  faW  them  own  the  victor's  fway. 
And  hems  them  round  with  battalous  array. 
With  generous  ire  the  brave  Alonzo  glowsj 
By  heaven  unguarded,  on  the  numerous  foes 
He  ruihes,  glorying  in  his  wonted  force. 
And  fpurs  with  headlong  rage  his  furious  horfe ; 
The  combat  bums,  the  fnorting  courier  bounds. 
And  paws  impetuous  by  the  iron  mounds : 
O'er  gafping  foes  and  founding  bucklers  trod 
The  raging  fteed,  and  headlong  as  he  rode 
Dafli'd  the  fierce  monarch  on  a  rampire  bar — 
Low  groveling  in  the  duft,  the  pride  of  war. 
The  great  Alonzo  lies,    ithc  captive's  fate 
Succeeds,  alas,  the  pomp  of  regal  ftate. 
<<  Let  iron  dafli  his  liitibs,^  his  mother  cried, 
<<  And  fteel  revenge  my  chains  *J*  fhe  (poke,  and  died'; 

And 

^  Siajixiy  berfimeH^-'^Thc  hlftoiy  of  this  battle  wants  authenticity. 
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And  heayen  aflented-^Now  the  hour  was  come, 
And  the  dire  auCt  was  Men  Alonzo's  •  doom. 


3t 


No  more,  O  Pompe^ ,  of  thy  £ite  complam. 
No  more  with  fbrrow  view  thy  glory^s  ftain ; 
Though  thy  tall  ftandards  tower'd  inth  loidly  pride 
Where  northern  Phafis  rolls  his  icy  tide; 
Though  hot  Syene,  where  the  fun^s  fierce  ray 
Begets  no  fhadow,  own'd  thy  conquering  fway ;     • 
Though  from  the  tribes  that  fhiver  in  the  gleam 
Of  cold  Bootes*  watery  gliftening  team, 
To  thofe  who  parch'd  beneath  the  burning  line. 
In  fragrant  ihades  their  feeble  limbs  recline. 
The  various  languages  proclaimed  thy  fame. 
And  trembling  own'd  the  terrors  of  thy  name ; 
Though  rich  Arabia,  and  Sarmatia  bold,. 
And  Colclus,  famous  for  the  fleece  of  gold ; 

Though 


•  '^jjlmu^sdoom*'  At  alicadf  obferved,  there  ic  no  aotlwntic  proof  that 
Don  Alonzo  ufed  fuch  fcTtrity  to  his  mother  as  to  put  her  in  chains.  Bran* 
dan  fays  it  was  rtported  that  Don  Alonzo  was  bom  with  both  his  legs  grow- 
ing together,  and  that  he  was  cured  by  the  prayers  of  his  tutor  Sgat  Ntmh 
a  legendary  as  this  may  appear,  this  however  is  deducible  from  it,  that 
from  his  birth  there  was  ibmething  amiis  about  his  legs.  When  he  was  pri- 
loner  to  hisibn-in^Iaw  Don  AruMdli  king  of  Leon,  he  ^ecorered  his  liberty 
ere  his  leg,  which  was  fraAured  in  the  battle,  was  reftored  to  (Irength,  on 
eonditu>n  that  as  fbon  as  he  was  able  to  mount  on  horfeback,  he  (hould 
come  to  Z«M,  and  in  perfon  do  homage  for  hss  dominions.  This  condition, 
fo  contrary  to  his  coronation  agreement,  he  found  means  to  avoid.  He 
would  never  more  mount  on  horieback,  but  on  pretence  of  lameneis,  ever 
after  affected  to  ride  in  a  caklh.  This,  his  natural,  and  afterward  political, 
infimuty,  the  fuperilitious  of  thoie  days  afcribed  to  the  curfesof  his  mother. 
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Though  Judah*s  land,  whoie  facred  rites  implored 

The  one  true  God,  and,  as  he  taught,  adored ; 

Though  Cappadocia's  realm  thy  mandate  fwa/d. 

And  bafe  Sophenia's  ions  thy  nod  obey'd  $ 

Though  vext  Cilicias  pirates  wore  thy  bands. 

And  thofe  who  cultured  fair  Armenia's  lands. 

Where  from  theVacred  mount  two  rivers  flow. 

And  what  was  Eden  to  the  pilgrim  fhew  ^ 

Though  frt>m  the  vaft  Atlantic's  bounding  wave 

To  where  the  northern  tempefts  howl  and  rave 

Round  Taurus'  lofty  brows  :  though  vaft  and  wide 

The  various  cUmes  that  bended  to  thy  pride  \ 

No  more  with  pining  anguifh  of  regret 

Bewail  the  horrors  of  Pharialia's  fate : 

For  great  Alonzo,  whofe  fuperior  name 

Unequall'd  victories  confign  to  fame. 

The  great  Alonzo  fell — ^like  thine  his  woe  $ 

From  nuptial  kindred  came  the  fatal  blow. 

When  now  the  hero,  humbled  in  the  duft. 
His  crime  atoned,  confeft  that  heaven  was  juft. 
Again  in  fplendor  he  the  throne  afcends : 
Again  his  bow  the  Moorifh  chieftain  bends. 
'Wide  round  th'  embattled  gates  of  Santeraen 
Their  ihining  fpears  and  banner'd  moons  are  feen. 
But  holy  rites  the  pious  king  preferr'd  ; 
The  martyr's  bones  on  Vincent's  cape  interred, 

(His 
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(His  faiated  name  the  cape  ihall  ever  ^  bear) 
To  Lifboa's  walk  he  brought  with  votive  care. 
And  now  the  monarch,  old  and  feeble  grown^ 
Refigns  the  fauichion  to  his  valiant  fon. 
O'er  Tago's  waves  the  youthful  hero  paft. 
And  bleeding  hofts  before  him  fhrunk  aghaft : 
Choak'd  with  the  (lain,  with  mooriih  Carnage  d/d, 
Sevilia's  river  roU'd  the  purple  tide. 
Burning  for  viflory  the  warlike  boy 
Spares  not  a  day  to  thoughtlefs  reft  or  joj. 
Nor  long  his  wifh  unfatbfied  remains : 
^  With  the  befiegers'  gore  he  dyes  the  pUdns 
That  circle  Beja's  wall :  yet  ftiU  untamed. 
With  all  the  fierceneis  of  defpair  inflamed. 
The  raging  Moor  colleOs  his  diftant  might ; 
Wide  from  the  ihores  of  Atlas'  ftany  height. 
From  Amphelufia's  cape,  and  Tingia's  bay. 
Where  ftern  Antaeus  held  his  brutal  fway. 
The  Mauritanian  trumpet  founds  to  arms. 
And  Juba's  realm  returns  the  hoarfe  alarms  i 
The  fwarthy  tribes  in  bumifh'd  armour  fhine. 
Their  warlike  march  Abeyla's  ihepherds  join* 
The  great  ^  Miramolin  on  Tago's  ihores 
Far  o'er  the  coaft  his  banner'd^  thoufands  pours  ^ 

VOL.  II.  D  Twdvc 


'  Tu  fitofut  Uttoritut  Mfiris^  MntU  tufiruep 
JEtcmammnmufamamy  Caieta^  dtdifiu  Vikq.JEn.TiI. 

*— —  Jlf2rnMM/M,— not  the  name  of  a  perfon,  but  a  title,  ;»i^,  SnUui* 
Tli»  Arabs  call  it  Smir-«lmoumini»  ib*  m^tnr  <y  ihtfaitbftU. 
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Twelve  kings  and  one  beneath  his  enfigns  ftand^ 

And  wield  thor  (aln-es  at  his  dread  command* 

The  plundering  bands  far  round  the  region  hafte^ 

The  moumfal  region  lies  a  naked  wafte. 

And  now  enclofed  in  Sauitareen^s  high  towert 

The  brave  Don  Sanco  flmns  th'  tme^al  powers  ; 

A  thouTand  arts  the  furious  Moor  purfues^ 

And  ceafelefs  ftill  the  fierce  al&ult  renews. 

Huge  clefts  of  rock,  from  horrid  engines  ^riiirl'd. 

In  fmouldering  volleys  on  the  town  are  hurPd ; 

The  brazen  rams  the  lofty  turrets  fhake. 

And,  mined  beneath,  the  deep  foundations  quake; 

.But  brave  Alonzo's  fon,  as  danger  grows. 

His  pride  inflamed,  with  rifing  courage  gk>ws  ; 

Each  coming  florm  of  miffile  darts  he  wards, 

» 
Each  nodding  turret,  and  each  port  he  guards. 

In  that  fair  city,  round  whofe^  verdant  meads 
The  branching  river  of  Mondego  fpreads. 
Long  worn  with  warlike  toils,  and  bent  with  years 
The  king  rc^xifed,  when  Sanco's  £ite  he  hears. 
His  limbs  forget  the  feeble  fleps  of  age. 
And  the  hoar  warrior  bums  with  youthful  rage. 
His  daririg  veterans,  long  to  conqueft  tnun'd  ; 
He  leads — the  ground  with  Mooriih  blood  is  fbinM  i 
Turbans,  and  robes  of  various  colours  wrought. 
And  (hiver'd  fpears  in  flreaming  carnage  float. 
In  hamefs  gav  lies  many  a  weltering  ileed. 
And  low  in  duft  the  groanii^  mafters  bleed. 

As 
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As  proud  Miramolin  in  boiror  fled, 

Don  Sanco's  javelin  ftretchM  him  with  the  dead. 

In  wild  difinayj  and  torn  with  gafhing  wounds 

The  root  wide  fcatter^d  &j  the  Lufian  bounds. 

Their  hands  to  heaven  the  joyful  viAors  raife» 

And  every  voice  refbunds  the  ibng  of  praife ; 

<<  Nor  was  it  ftumbling  chance^  nor  human  might, 

'<  Twas  guardian  heaven^^theyfung,  ^<  that  ruled  the  fight.** 

This  bliisfiil  day  Alonzo's  glories  crown'd ; 
But  pale  difeaie  gave  now  the  fecret  wound ; 
Her  icy  hand  his  feeble  limbs  invades. 
And  pining  languor  through  hb  vitals  fpreads* 
The  glorious  monarch  to  the  tomb  defcends, 
A  nation's  grief  the  funeral  torch  attends. 
Each  winding  Ihore  for  thee,  Alonzo,  ^  mourns, 
Alonzo's  name  each  wofiil  bay  returns ; 
For  thee  the  rivers  figh  their  groves  among. 
And  funeral  murmurs  wailing,  roll  along  ^ 
Their  fweUing  tears  overflow  the  wide  campaign ; 
With  floating  heads,  for  thee,  the  yellow  grain, 

D  2  For 

'  £acB  wuduigjhore/or  tlee,  AUhzo,  iMOMni/.^-In  this  poetical  exclamation, 
exprefCve  of  the  forrow  of  Portugal  on  the  death  of  Aionzo,  Camdent  has 
happily  imitated  fome  paflages  of  Virgil. 

Ififi  UfonUt^  ipfa  bac  arbufa  vocahant,  £cL.  I. 

■  Eurydteem  vx  iffa  etfrigida  liMgrna^ 

Ai  miferam  EnrytSsn^  ammajugiaae^  vocakU  : 

Eurydian  teto  refer Atad  fimmiiu  ripm,  O.  !▼. 

^— —  Gttm^  Hyla^  Hyla^  ^mmftmard,  EcL.  vi. 
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For  thcc  the  willow  bowers  and  copies  weep. 

As  their  tall  boughs  lie  tremUing  on  the  deep^ 

Adown  the  ftreaids  the  tangled  vine-leaves  flow. 

And  all  the  landfcape  wears  the  look  of  woe. 

Thus  o'er  the  wondering  world  thy  glories  fpread. 

And  thus  thy  mournful  people  bow  the  head ; 

While  ftill,  at  eve,  each  dale  Alonzo  fighs> 

And,  Oh,  Alonzo ;  every  hill  replies^ 

And  ftill  the  mountain  echoes  trill  the  lay. 

Till  blufiiing  otiorn  brings  on  the  noifeful  day. 

The  youthful  Saaco  to  the  thtdne  lucceeds. 
Already  faf  renown'd  for  valorous  deeds ; 
Let  Betb  tinged  with  blood  his  prowefs  tell. 
And  Beja's  lawns,  where  boaftful  Afiric  fell. 
Nor  lefs,  when  king,  his  naartial  ardour  glows. 
Proud  Sylves'  royal  walls  his  troops  enclofe : 
Fair  Sylves'  lawns  the  Moorifh  peafant  ploughed. 
Her  vineyards  cultured,  and  her  vaUeys  fow'd ; 
But  Lifbfoa's  monarch  reapt.     The  winds  of  heaven 
Roar'd  high — and  headlong  by  the  tempeft  driven,  • 
in  Tago's  bread  a  gallant  navy  fought 
The  fheltering  port,  and  e  glad  ailiftance  brought. 

the 


K  — —  and  glad  ajpjlattce  ^rw^^/— — The  Portuguefe,  in  their  wars  with 
the  Moors,  were  federal  times  aiCHed  by  the  Englifh  and  German  cnifaderf . 
In  the  prefcnt  indance,  the  fleet  was^moftly  Englifh,  the  troops  of  which 
nation  were,  according  to  agreement,  rewarded  with  the  plunder,  which  was 
exceeding  rich,  of  the  city  of  SiItcs.  Nuniz  de  Leon  at  cronuat  da*  Rut  it 
Port, 
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The  warlike  crew,  by  Frederick  the  Red, 
To  refcue  Judah's  proftrate  land  were  led ; 
When  Guido's  troops,  by  burning  thirft  fubdued,  . 
To  Sahdine  ^  the  foe  for  mercy  fued. 

Their  vows  were  holy,  and  the  caufc  the  fame, 
To  blot  fipom  Europe's  ihores  the  Moorifli  name* 
In  Sanco's  caufe  the  gallant  navy  joins. 
And  royal  Sylvcs  to  their  force  rcfigns. 
Thus  fent  by  heaven  a  foreign  naval  band 
Gave  Liiboa's  ramparts  to  the  fire's  command. 

Nor  MoorUh  trophies  did  alone  adorn 
The  hero'i^  name ;  in  warlike  camps  though  born. 
Though  fenced  with  mountains,  Leon's  martial  race 
Smile  at  the  battle-fign,  yet  foul  difgrace 

To 

*•  To  Sala^elbefiijw  mtrcyfied.-^ln  the  reign  of  Guido,  the  kft  Chriftian 
king  of  Jeniiklcm,  the  ftreams  which  fuppUed  his  army  with  water  were 
cbX,  off  by  Sahdine,  the  Tiftorious  Mamaluke ;  by  which  means  Ooido^s  army 
was  reduced  to  fnbmilCon.  Duiix^-the  crafades*  the  founuins  which  fup- 
pUed the  Chriftians  had  been  often  penrerted  and  poifbned ;  and  it  was  be- 
liered  that  fome  lepers,  who  had  be«n  turned  out  of  the  Chriftian  ctonp, 
afliAed  tlie  enemy  by  mi^gical  art$»  in  thus  deftroying  them.  Hence  it  was 
M>  believed,  that  every  wretch  afflicted  with  the  leprosy  was  a  magician, 
and  that  by  magic  they  held  an  univeHal  intelligence  wkh  one  another  over 
the  whole  world,  on  purpofe  to  injure  the  Chriftian  caufe.  On  this  opiniou, 
theie  unhappy  objects  of  companion  were  perfecuted  throughout  Europe  : 
Sevenl  of  them  were  condemned,  and  burnt  at  Paris^  and  where  they  ex- 
perienced leis  (everity,  they  were  turned  out  of  the  hofpitals  ere^d  for 
their  reception.  It  ftands  upon  authentic  record,  that  the  poor  old  lepers 
of  St.  Bartholomew's  hofpital  in  the  vicinage  of  Oxford,  were  Severely  per- 
fecuted for  poifoning  the  fountains  near  Jenifalem.  Such  were  the  grofs 
opinions  of  mankind,  ere  enlightened  and  civilized  by  the  interconrfe  of 
commerce.*Fox,  Martyr,  p.  364.    Annal.  Mon.  Brinton.  Ox.  p.  13. 
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To  Leon's  haughty  (bns  his  {word  atchicved ; 
Proud  Tui's  neck  his  fervfle  yoke  received  ; 
And  far  around  hXb  many  a  wealthy  town^ 
O  valiant  Sanco^  humbled  to  thy  frown. 

While  thus  his  laurels  flourifh'd  wide  and  fair. 
He  dies  :  Alonzo  reigns,  his  much-loved  heir. 
Alcazar  latdy  conquer'd  by  the  Moor, 
Reconquer'd,  ftreams  with  the  defenders'  gore, 

Alonzo  dies  :  another  Sanco  reigns  : 
Alas,  with  many  a  figh  the  land  complains  ! 
Unlike  his  fire,  a  vain  unthinking  boy. 
His  fervants  now  a  jarring  fway  enjoy. 
As  his  the  power,  his  were  the  crimes  of  thofe 
Whom  to  difpenfe  that  facred  power  he  chofe. 
By  various  counfels  waver'd  and  confiifed^ 
By  feeming  friends,  by  various  arts  abufed  $ 
Long  undetermined,  blindly  rafh  at  laft. 
Enraged,  unmanned,  untutor'd  by  the  paft. 
Yet  not  like  Nero,  cruel  and  unjuft. 
The  flave  capricious  of  unnatural  luft : 
Nor  had  he  fmiled  had  flames  confumed  lus  Troy ; 
Nor  could  his  people's  groans  afford  him  joy; 
Nor  did  his  woes  from  female  manners  fpring. 
Unlike  the  *  Syrian,  or  Sicilians  king. 


No 


*  UnJUe  tbeSyrkm        Sardinapalos. 
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No  hundred  cooks  his  coBdj  laeal  prepared. 

As  heapt  the  tioard  when  Rome's  proud  tyrant  l^  lEu^ : 

Nor  dared  the  artift  hope  hb  ear  to  gain, 

B7  new-fbrm'd  arts  to  pdnt  the^ftings  of  pam. 

But  proud  and  high  the  Luiian  fpirit  ibai^d. 

And  a&'d  a  godlike  hero  §or  diekr  Lord. 

To  none  accuftom'd  bat  an  hero's  fway. 

Great  muft  he  be  whom  that  bold  race  obey* 

Compkunt^  lood  murmured,  every  city  fills, 
Complabt,  loud  echoed^  murmurs  through  the  hiOs. 
Alarm'd,  Bolonia's  warlike  Earl^awakeSj 
And  from  his  Uftleis  brother's  minions  takes 

The 


*  '  fVhm  Rm^s  pnud  /^nMZ/ir'JL— Heliogalnlus,  infamous  for  his 

gluttony. 

1  By  mnv*fin$d  tmts  ufiM  tbtjiiigt  ff  ^.^AHiadm^  to  the  ftoqr  of 
Phalaris. 

*— —  Btloma'i  vHorSiie Ear!  CamScns,  who  was  quite  an  enthnliafl 
for  the  honour  of  his  country,  has  in  this  inftance  diiguifed  the  truth  of  hi£^ 
tory.  Don  Sancho  was  by  no  means  the  weak  prince  here  reprefented,  nor 
did  the  mifcries  of  his  reign  proceed  from  himielf.  The  clergy  were  the 
Ible  authors  of  his  and  the  public  calamities.  The  Roman  fee  was  then  in 
the  height  of  its  power,  which  it  exerted  in  the  moft  tyrannical  manner.  The 
ecciefia(Hcal  courts  had  long  claimed  the  fole  right  to  try  the  ecclefiaftics ; 
and  to  prohibit  a  prieft  to  (ay  mafs  for  a  twelvemonth,  was  by  the  brethren, 
fais  judges,  efteemed  a  fufficient  punifliment  for  murder,  or  any  other  capital 
crime.  Alonzo  11.  the  father  of  Don  Sancho,  attempted  to  eftablifh  the 
authority  of  the  king's  courts  of  judice  over  the  offending  clergy.  For  this 
the  archbifhop  of  Braga  excommunicated  Gonzalo  Mendexy  the  chancellor  % 
and  Honor  ins  the  pope  excommunicated  the  king,  and  put  his  dominions  un« 
der  an  interdift.  The  exterior  offices  of  religion  were  fufpended,  the  vul- 
gar fell  into  the  utmofl  diflblutenefs  of  manners ;  Mahommedifin  made 
great  advances,  and  public  confuiion  every  where  prevailed.  By  this  po- 
licy the  holy  church  conflrained  the  nobility  to  urge  the  king  to  a  full  fub- 

miflion 
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The  awful  fceptre. — ^Soon  was  joy  reftored^ 

And  (bon,  by  juft  fuccefiioD,  Liiboa's  lord, 

Beloved,  Alonzo  named  the  lx>ld,  he  reigns ; 

Nor  may  the  limits  of  his  fbre's  domains 

Confine  his  mounting  fpirit.     When  he  led 

His  fmilmg  confort  to  the  bridal  bed, 

Algarbia's  realm,  he  cried,  fhall  prove  thy  dower^ 

And  foon  Algarbia  conquered  own'd  his  power. 

The  vanquifli'd  Moor  with  total  rout  expell'd. 

All  Lufus'  (bores  his  might  unrivall'd  held. 

And  now  brave  Diniz  reigns,  whofe  noble  fire 

Befpoke  the  genuine  lineage  of  his  fire. 

Now  heavenly  peace  wide  waved  her  olive  bought 

Each  vale  difplay'd  the  labours  of  the  plough 

And  fmiled  with  joy  :   the  rocks  on  every  fhore 

Refound  the  dafhing  of  the  merchant-oar. 

Wife  laws  are  formM,  and  conftitutions  weigh'd. 

And  the  deep-rooted  bafe  of  empire  laid. 

Not 


nuiflon  to  the  papal  chair.  While  a  negociation  for  this  porpofe  was  on 
foot,  Alonzo  died,  and  left  tiis  fbn  to  ftruggle  with  an  enraged  and  power- 
ful clergy.  Don  Sancho  was  juft,  affable,  brave,  and  an  enamoured  hu(^ 
band.  On  this  laft  virtue  faction  firft  fixed  its  envenomed  fangs.  The 
queen  was  accufed  of  arbitrary  influence  over  her  hu(band,  and,  according 
to  the  fupcrftition  of  that  age,  ftie  was  believed  to  have  difturbcd  his  fenfcs 
by  an  inchanted  draught.  Such  of  the  nobility  as  declared  in  the  king's  fa- 
vour, were  (ligmatized,  and  rendered  odious,  as  the  creatures  of  the  queen. 
The  confufions  which  enfued  were  fomented  by  Alonzo,  earl  of  Bologne, 
the  king's  brotlier,  by  whom  the  king  was  accufed  as  the  author  of  them. 
In  (hort,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  clergy,  and  pope  Innoeent  XV,  Sancho  was 
depofcd,  and  foon  after  he  died  at  Toledo.  The  beautiful  queen,  Donna 
iW<wia,wasfeizcdasaprifoner,  and  conveyed  away  by  one  Raymond  Porto* 
carrtro^  and  was  never  heard  of  more.    Such  arc  the  triumphs  of  fa^ion  \ 
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Not  Ammonia  Ton  with  larger  heart  beftoVd, 
Nor  fach  the  grace  to  him  the  mufes  owed. 
From  Helicon  the  mufes  wing  their  waf ; 
Mondego's  flowery  banks  invite  their  &aj. 
Now  Coimbra  (hines  Minerva^s  proud  abode; 
And  fired  with  joy,  Pamafliis'  bloomy  go4 

Bdiolds  another  dear-loved  Athens  riie, 

I 

And  fpread  her  laureb  in  indulgent  ikies ; 

Her  wreath  of  laurels  ever  green  he  twines 

With  threads  of  gold,  and  Baccaris  ^  adjoins. 

Here  cafUe  walls  in  warlike  grandeur  lour. 

Here  cities  fwell  and  lofty  temples  tower : 

In  wealth  and  grandeur  each  with  other  vies ; 

When  old  and  loved  the  parent-monarch  dies. 

His  ibn,^  alas,  remifs  in  filial  deeds. 

But  wife  in  peace  and  bold  in  fight,<  (ucceeds. 

The  finirth  Alonzo :  ever  arm'd  for  war 

He  views  the  ftem  CaftSe  with  watchful  care. 

Yet  when  the  Lybian  nations  croft  the  main. 

And  fpread  their  thouiands  o'er  the  fields  of  Spain, 

The  brave  Alonzo  drew  his  awftd  fteel 

And  iprung  to  battle  for  the  proud  Caftile. 

When  Babel's  haughty  queen  unfheath'd  the  fword. 

And  o'er  Hydafpes'  lawns  her  legions  pour'd } 

When 

•  ^--^^Baecaru  OT  lady*s  gloYC>  an  herb  to  which  the  druids  and 

aadent  poets  aicribed  magical  Tirtacs. 

— — — ^—  Saecare/ir^HUm 
C'mgite^  nt  vati  meeat  mala  Imguo  futuro.  ViRO.  £cl.  Til* 
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When  dreadfol  AttSa^  to  wliom  was  •gl?cn 

That  fearful  name,  the  Scourge  oi  angry  heaven, 

The  fields  of  tremUing  Italy  o'ernran 

With  many  a  Gothic  tribe  aftd  aorthera  daa ; 

Not  fuch  unnomber'd  banners  then  were  feen^ 

As  now  In  fair  Tartefia's  daks  convene ; 

Numidia's  bow  and  Mauritania's  fpear^ 

And  all  the  might  of  Hagar^s  race  was  here ; 

Oranada's  mongrels  join  their  numerous  hoft^ 

To  thoie  who  dared  the  feas  from  LyUa's  coafL 

A^ed  by  the  fury  of  fuch*  ponderous  force 

The  proud  Caftilian  tries  each  hoped  refource; 

Yet  not  by  terror  for  himfelf  infpired^ 

For  Spain  he  trembled,  and  for  Spain  was  fired. 

His  much-loved  bride  liis  meilenger  he  '  fcnds^ 

And  to  the  hoftile  Lufian  lowly  bends* 

The  much-loved  daughter  of  the  king  imploredy 

Now  fues  her  father  for  her  wedded  lord. 

The  beauteous  dame  approached  the  palace  gate^ 

Where  her  great  fire  was  throned  in  regal  fiate : 

On  her  fair  face  deep*fettled  grief  appears. 

And  her  mild  eyes  are  bathed  in  g^ening  tears  ; 

Her 

•  JVben  Jreadfi/l  AttiU  "  *A  king  of  the  Hans,  funttined,  the  Scoui^  oC 
Qod.  He  lived  io  the  fifth  century.  He  may  be  reckoned  among  the 
greated  of  barbarous  conquerors. 

r  Hu  mucb4<med  bride  <  The  princefs  Mary.  She  was  a  lady  of  great 
beauty  and  virtue,  but  was  exceedingly  ill  ufed  by  her  hufband,  who  was  vio- 
lently attached  to  his  miftrefles,  though  he  owed  his  crown  to  the  affiftance 
of  his  father-in-law,  the  king  of  Portugal. 
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Ho*  careleis  ringlets^  as  a  xnourner'ay  6&w 
Adovnx  her  fhoolders  and  hfCt  breads  of  foow : 
A  fecret  tranfport  through  &e  hdtex  ran. 
While  tfauSy  m  ^hs^  the  iroyal  bride  began : 

And  knoVft  dxoa  not,  O  warlike  king,  (he  cry'd. 
That  furious  Afric  poors  her  peopled  tide, 
Her  barbarous  nations  o'er  the  fields  of  Spain  ? 
Morocco's  lord  commands  the  dreadful  train. 
Ne'er  fince  the  (urges  bathed  the  circling  coaft, 
Beneadi  one  fhmdard  marchM  (b  dread  an  hoft  ; 
Such  the  dire  fiercenefs  of  their  brutal  rage. 
Pale  are  our  brareft  youth  as  palfied  age: 
By  night  oor  fathers'  ifaades  confefs  their « fear. 
Their  fhrieks  of  terror  firom  the  tombs  we  hear ; 
To  flem  the  rage  of  the(e  unnumbered  bands. 
Alone,  O  fire,  my  galhnt  hufband  fhtnds ; 
His  little  hofl:  alone  their  breafts  dppoTe 
To  the  barb'd  darts  of  Spain's  innumerons  foes : 
Then  hafte,  O  monarch,  thou  whofe  conquering  (pear 
Has  chill'd  Malucca's  fuhry  waves  with  fear^ 
Hafte  to  the  refcue  of  diffarefs^d  CaMe, 

(Oh!  be  that  finile  thy  dear  affeaion's  feal  I) 

And 

\ 

4  By  M^  aur/aiherifiades  comfefi  /£<fV/«ar.— <huntens  fays,  <<  A  mortos  fn 
cfpanto  "  to  give  this  elegance  in  English  required  a  paraphrafe.  There  i« 
iomethag  mrddixg^eaty  «nda||reeable  to  the  fvperftitton  of  that  a^^,  to  fup- 
poTe  that  the  dead  were  troubled  in  their  graves,  on  the  approach  of  fo  tei^ 
riUe  an  army.  The  French  tranflator,  contrary  to  the  original,  aioibes  this 
tenor  to  the  ghoft  of  only  one  prince ;  by  which,  this  ftroke  of  Cam5ens, 
in  the  fpirit  of  Shakefpeare,  h  greatly  redaced« 
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And  (peed^  my  father,  ere  my  hufband's  £ite    ' 

Be  Bxtf  and  I,  deprived  of  regal  ftate^ 

Be  left  in  captive  folitude  forlorn. 

My  fpoufe,  my  kingdom,  and  my  birth  to  mourn. 

In  tears,  and  trembling,  fpoke  the  filial  queen : 
So  loft  in  grief  was  lovely  Venus  »'  feen. 
When  Jove,  her  fire,  the  beauteous  mourner  pray'd 
To  grant  her  wandering  fon  the  promifed  aid. 
Great  Jove  was  moved  to  hear  the  fair  deplore. 
Gave  all  fhe  afk'd,  and  grieved  flie  aik'd  no  more. 
So  grieved  Alonzo's  noble  heart.     And  now 
The  warrior  binds  in  fteel  his  awful  brow ; 
The  glittering  fquadrons  march  in  proud  array. 
On  bumifti'd  fhields  the  trembling  fun-beams  play  ; 
The  blaze  of  arms  the  warlike  rage  inipires. 
And  wakes  fi'om  flothftil  peace  the  hero's  fires. 
With  trampling  hoofs  Evora's  plains  rebound. 
And  fprightly  neighings  echo  far  around ; 
Far  on  each  fide  the  clouds  of  duft  arife, 
The  drum's  rough  rattling  roUs  along  the  ikies ; 
The  trumpet's  fhrilly  clangor  founds  alarms, 
And  each  heart  bums,  and  ardent  pants  for  arms. 
Where  their  bright  blaze  the  royal  enfigns  poured. 
High  o'er  the  reft  the  great  Alonzo  tower'd ; 
High  o'er  the  reft  was  his  bold  front  admired. 
And  his  keen  eyes  new  warmth,   new  force  infptred. 

Proudly 
*  Salop  m  gruf  ■■       See  the  firft  JEncid. 


} 
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'Proadfy  he  march'd,  and  now  in  TariTs  plain 

The  two  Alonzbs  join  thdr  martial  train : 

Right  to  the  foe,  in  battle-rank  updrawn. 

They  paufe — ^the  mountain  and  the  wide-fpread  lawn 

Afford  not  foot-room  for  the  crowded  foe : 

Awed  with  the  horrors  of  the  lifted  blow 

Pale  look'd  onr  bravefk  heroes.    SwellM  with  pride, 

The  foes  already  conquered  Spain  divide, 

And  lordly  o'er  the  field  the  promifed  vidtors  (faride. 

So  ffa-ode  in  Elah's  vale  the  towering  height 

Of  Gath's  proud  champion ;  fb  with  pale  afiiight 

The  Hebrews  trembled,  while  with  impious  pride 

The  huge-limb'd  foe  the  fhepherd  boy  defy'd : 

Tlie  valiant  boy  advancing  fits  the  ftring, 

And  round  his  head  he  whirls  the  founding  fliog ; 

The  monfler  fhtggers  with  the  forceful  wound. 

And  his  vaft  bulk  lies  groaning  on  the  ground. 

Such  impious  icom  the  Moor's  proud  bofom  fwell'd. 

When  our  thin  fquadrons  took  the  battle-field ; 

Unconfcious  of  the  power  who  led  us  on, 

That  power  whofe  nod  confounds  th'  infernal  throne ; 

Led  by  that  power,  the  brave  Caftilian  bared 

The  ihining  blade,   and  proud  Morocco  dared ; 

His  conquering  brand  the  Lufian  hero  drew. 

And  on  Granada's  fons  refiftlefs  flew ; 

The  fpear-flafis  crafh,  the  fplinters  hifs  around. 

And  the  broad  bucklers  rattle  on  the  ground. 

With 
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With  piercing  fhrieks  the  Moors  dieir  prophet's  name^ 

And  ours  their  gaardian  faint  aload  accbum. 

Wounds  guih  on  wounds^  and  blows  refound  to  blows, 

A  lake  of  Uood  the  level  plain  overflows  $ 

The  wounded  gafping  in  the  porple  tide. 

Now  find  the  death  the  fword  but  half  fapplied. 

Though  •  wove  and  quilted  by  their  ladies'  hands. 

Vain  w^fe  the  mail-plates  of  Granada's  bands. 

With  fuch  dread  force  the  Lttfian  ruih'd  along, 

Steep'd  in  red  carnage  lay  the  boaftful  throng. 

Yet  now  difdainful  of  fo  light  a  priae, 

Fierce  o'er  the  field  the  thundering  hero  flies. 

And  his  bold  arm  the  brave  Caftilian  joins 

In  dreadful  confliA  with  the  Moor ifh  lines. 

The  parting  fun  now  pour'd  the  ruddy  blaze, 
And  twinkling  Vefper  fhot  his  filvery  rays 
Athwart  the  gloom,  and  clofed  the  glorious  day. 

When  low  in  duft  the  ftrength  of  Afiric  lay. 

Such 

*  Though  noave        It  may  perhaps  be  obje^ed,that  this  is  ungrammatical. 
But 

Ufus 
Qaem  penes  arbitrium  eft,  et  jus  et  norma  loquendi. 

and  Dryden,  Pope,  &c.  often  ufe  %ttow  as  a  participle  in  place  of  the  harfh- 
foundingttwvtfir,  a  word  aUnoft  incompatible  with  the  elegance  of  verifica- 
tion. The  more  harmonious  word  ought  therefore  to  be  ufed ;  and  uie  will 
ascertain  its  definition  in  grammar.  When  the  fpirit  of  chivalry  prevailed, 
every  youthful  warrior  had  his  miftreis,  to  whoie  favour  he  laid  no  dalo^ 
till  he  had  diftinguilhed  himielf  in  the  ranks  of  battle.  If  his  firftaddrefles 
were  received,  it  was  uiual  for  the  lady  to  prefcnt  her  lover  with  fome  wea- 
pon or  piece  of  armour,  adorned  with  her  own  needle-work ;  and  of  the' 
goodncfi  of  whoTe  metal  and  fabric^  it  was  fuppofed  flic  was  confident. 
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Such  dreadful  flaughter  of  the  boaftfiil  Moor 

Never  on  battle-Aeld  was  heap'd  before. 

Not  he  whoie  childhood  vow'd  eternal  hate 

And  defperate  war  againft  the  Roman  ftate. 

Though  three  ftrong  couriers  bent  beneath  the  weight 

Of  rings  of  gold,  by  n^uiy  k  Roman  knight, 

Erewhile^  the  badge  of  rank  diftinguiihM,  worn. 

From  their  cold  hands  at  Cannae's  flaughter  torn ; 

Not  his  dread  fword  befpread  the  reeking  plain 

With  fuch  wide  flxeams  of  gore,  and  hills  of  flain ; 

Nor  thine,  O  Titus,  fwept  from  Salem's  land. 

Such  floods  of  ghofts  roU'd  down  to  death's  dark  ftrand ; 

Though  ages  ere  flie  fell,  the  prophets  old 

The  dreadful  fcene  of  Salem's  fall  foretold 

In  words  that  breathe  wild  horror :  Nor  the  fliore, 

When  carnage  choak'd  the  ftream,  fo  fmoak'dt  with  gore, 

When  Marias'  fainting  legions  drank  the  flood, 

Tet  warm  and  purpled  with  Ambronian  blood  5 

Not  fuch  the  heaps  as  now  the  plains  of  Tarif  ftrew'i 


■    I 

ftrew'd,   J 


While  glory  thus  Alonzo's  name  adorn'd. 
To  Lifboa's  (hores  the  happy  chief  rctum'd, 
In  glorious  peace  and  well-deferved  repofe. 
His  courfe  of  fame,  and  honoured  age  to  clofe. 

When 

*  — — ^/MMiV  wfC&^rr,  tvim  Marhu*  faitdmg  /^/cw-^—When  the  fol- 
<Bcn  of  Manns  oompUined  of  third,  he  pointed  to  a  river  near  the  camp 
of  the  Ambronei ;  there,  fayi  he,  you  may  drink,  but  it  muO  be  purchafed 
jrith  blood.  Lead  us  on,  they  replied,  that  we  may  have  fomethifig  liquid, 
thougli  it  be  blood.  The  Romans  forcing  their  way  to  the  rirer,  the  ohan- 
nel  was  filled  with  the  dead  bodies  of  the  flain.    Vid.  Plut. 
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When  now,  O  king,  a  damfcFs  fate  »  fcverc, 
A  fate  which  ever  claims  the  woeful  tear, 

Difgraced  his  honours ^Qn  the  nymph's  lorn  head 

Relentlefs  rage  its  bittereft  rancour  fhed : 
Yet  fuch  the  zeal  her  princely  lover  bore. 
Her  breathlefs  corfe  the  crown  of  Lifboa  wore. 
'Twas  thou,  O  love,  whofe  dreaded  fhafts  control 
The  hind's  rude  heart,  and  tear  the  hero's  foul ; 
Thou  ruthlefs  power,  with  bloodfhed  never  cloyed, 
TTwas  thou  thy  lovely  votary  deftroyed. 
Thy  thirft  ftill  burning  for  a  deeper  woe, 
In  vain  to^thee  the  tears  of  beauty  flow; 
The  breaft  that  feels  thy  pureft  flames  divine. 
With  fpouting  gore  muft  bathe  thy  cruel  fhrine. 

Such 


«  -—-a  damjd**  fatefevart^  ■»  This  unfortunate  lady,  Donna  Iiuz  de  C^ro^ 
was  the  daughter  of  a  CafiiUoM  gentleman,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  the  court 
of  Portugal.  Her  beauty  and  accomplifhments  attra^d  the  regard  of  Don 
Pedro,  the  king's  eldeft  Ton,  a  prince  of  a  brave  and  noble  difpoiition.  La 
NeHfvilUf  Le  Clede,  and  other  hidorians,  aflert,  that  fhe  was  privately 
married  to  the  prince,  ere  (he  had  any  fhare  in  his  bed.  Nor  was  his  conju- 
gal fidelity  lefs  remarkable  than  the  ardour  of  his  pailion.  Afraid,  how- 
ever, of  his  father's  refcntment,  the  fevcrity  of  whofe  temper  he  well  knew, 
his  intercourfe  with  Donna  Inez,  pafTed  at  the  court  as  an  intrigue  of  gallan- 
try. On  the  acceflion  of  Don  Pedro  the  Cruel,  to  the  throne  of  CaftiJe,  many 
of  the  difgufled  nobility  were  kbdly  received  by  Don  Pedro,  through  the 
intereft  of  his  beloved  Inez.  The  favour  fhewn  to  thefe  Cadilians,  gave 
great  uneafmefs  to  the  politicians.  A  thoufand  evils  were  forefeen  from  the 
prince's  attachment  to  his  Cadilian  miftrfcfs ;  even  tlie  muider  of  his  chil- 
dren by  his  deceafed  fpoufe,  the  princefs  Cwfiantia^  was  furmifcd ;  and  the 
enemies  of  Donna  Inez,  finding  the  king  willing  to  liften,  omitted  no  oi>- 
portunity  to  increafe  his  refentment  againd  the  unfortunate  lady.  The 
prince  was  about  his  twenty-eighth  year  when  his  amour  with  his  beloved 
Inez  commenced. 
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Such  ibj  dire  triumphs  i-^-Thoip,  O  njrmph^  the  rnbiU, 

Prophetic  jof  the  god's  uapit^g  .guUe, 

In  tender  fcencs  bf  love-fiok  bncj  wvouj^ty 

B7  fear  oft  ihifted  as  hf  imey  brought. 

In  fweet  Afondego's  €«cr-<¥eniant  bofrefs, 

Languifh'd  away  the  flow  and  ioneiy  hours : 

While  now,  as  terror  -waked  thy  boding  fears. 

The  confcious  ftream  ivqeived  thy  pearly  tears ; 

And  now,  as  hope  revived  the  brighter  flame, 

£adi  echo  figh'd  thy  princely  lover's  name. 

Nor  leis  could  ablence  from  thy  prince  remove 

The  dear  remembrance  of  his  diftant  love : 

Thy  looks,  thy  fmSes,  before  him  ever  glow. 

And  o'er  his  melting  heart  endearing  flow : 

By  night  his  flumbers  bring  thee  to  his  arms. 

By  day  his  thoughts  flill  wander  o^er  thy  charms : 

By  night,  by  day,  each  thought  thyloves  employ. 

Each  thought  the  memory  or  the  hope  of  joy. 

Though  fiiireft  princely  dames  invok*d  his  love. 

No  princely  dame  his  conftant  faith  could  move : 

For  thee  alone  his  conftant  paflion  bum'd. 

For  thee  the  profler*d  royal  maids  he  fcorn'd. 

Ah,  hope  of  blifi  too  high — the  princely  dames 

Reftifed,  dread  rage  the  father's  breaft  inflames ; 

He,  with  an  old  man's  wintery  eye,  furveys 

The  youth's  fond  love,  and  coldly  with  it  weighs 

The  peoples'  murmurs  of  his  fon's  delay 

To  bleis  the  nation  with  his  nuptial  day. 

VOL.  II.  <E  (Alas, 
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(Alasy  the  nuptial  day  was  paft  unknown^ 

Which  but  when  crowned  the  prince  could  dare  to  own*) 

And  with  the  £ur  one's  blood  the  vengeful  fire 

Refolves  to  quench  his  Pedro's  fiiithfiil  fire. 

Oh,  thou  dread  fword,  oft  ftam'd  with  heroes'  gore. 

Thou  awful  terror  of  the  proftrate  Moor, 

What  rage  could  aim  thee  at  a  female  breaft, 

Unarm'd,  hj  ibftnefs  and  by  love  pofieft ! 

Dragg'd  from  her  bower  by  murderous  ruffian  hands. 
Before  the  frowning  king  fair  Inez  fbmds ; 
Her  tears  of  artlefs  innocence,  her  air 
So  mild,  fo  lovely,  and  her  face  fo  fair. 
Moved  the  ftern  monarch;  when  with  eager  zeal 
Her  fierce  deftroyers  urged  the  public  weal ; 
Dread  rage  again  the  tyrant's  foul  pofieft. 
And  his  dark  brow  his  cruel  thoughts  confeft : 
O'er  her  fair  face  a  fudden  paleneis  ipread. 
Her  throbbing  heart  with  generous  anguifh  bled, 
Anguiih  to  view  her  lover's  hopelels  woes. 
And  all  the  mother  in  her  bofom  rofe. 
Her  beauteous  eyes,  in  trembling  tear-drops  drown'd. 
To  heaven  ihe  lifted,  but  her  hands  were  ^  bound  ^ 
Then  on  her  infants  turn'd  the  piteous  glance. 
The  look  of  bleeding  woe ;  the  babes  advance. 
Smiling  in  innocence  of  infant  age, 
Unawed,  unconfcious  of  their  grandfire's  rage } 

To 

T  Ad  aikm  tmdau  ariaOh  kmnim  frufra^ 
Xiwwtfy  nam  tnmu  arttiaiU  vmeaU  ptUmiu.        Vi«o.  JBm,  u. 
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To  whom,  as  I^urffing  forrow  gave  the  flow. 

The  native  heart*fprang  eloquence  of  woe. 

The  lovely  captive  thus : — O  monarch,  hear. 

If  e'er  to  thee  the  name  of  man  was  dear. 

If  prowUng  tygerS,  or  the  wolPs  wild  brood, 

Infpired  by  nature  with  the  luft  of  blood. 

Have  yet  been  moved  the  weeping  babe  to  fpare. 

Nor  left,  but  tended  with  a  nurfe's  care. 

As  Rome's  great  founders  to  the  world  were  given ; 

Shalt  thou,  who  wcar'ft  the  facred  ftamp  of  heaven, 

The  human  form  divine,  fhalt  thou  deny 

That  aid,  that  pity,  which  e'en  bcafts  fupply ! 

Oh,  that  thy  heart  were,  as  thy  looks  declare. 

Of  human  mould,  fuperfluous  were  my  prayer ; 

Thou  couldMl  not  then  a  helplefs  damfel  flay, 

Whofe  fole  ofiimce  in  fond  aficAion  w  lay, 

E  2  In 


*  Wlofefileoffenet  in  fond  afft&ion  £iy.-^It  has  been  obfeired  by  ibme  cri- 
tics, that  Milton  on  erery  occafion  is  fond  of  exprelCng  his  admiration  of 
malic,  particnlarly  of  the  ibng  of  the  nightingale,  and  the  full  woodland 
choir.  If  in  the  fame  manner  we  are  to  judge  of  the  &foinite  ufte  of 
Homer,  we  (hall  find  it  of  a  leis  delicate  kind.  He  is  oontinaally  deicrib- 
ing  the  feaft,  the  huge  chine,  the  fitvoury  viands  on  the  glowing  coals,  and 
the  foaming  bowl.  The  ruling  paflioD  of  Camdens  is  aUbftfongly  marked 
in  his  writings.  One  may  Tcntnre  to  affirm,  that  there  is  no  poem  of  equal 
length,  which  abounds  with  (b  many  impalConed  encomiums  on  the  fair 
it^  and  the  power  of  their  beauty,  as  the  Lufiad.  The  genius  of  Camdens 
ftems  nerer  &  plcafed  as  when  he  is  painting  the  variety  of  female  charms ; 
he  feeU  all  the  magic  of  their  allurements,  and  riots  b  his  defcriptions  of 
the  happineis  and  miseries  attendant  on  the  paflion  of  love.  As  he  wrote 
ftom  his  feelings,  thefe  parts  of  his  works  hate  been  particularly  honoured 
with  the  attention  of  the  world.  Taflb  and  Spenfer  have  copied  from  his 
Ubnd  of  Blifs,  and  three  tragedies  have  been  formed  from  this  epiibde  of 

the 
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In  faith  to  lum  who  firft  his  love  confeft^ 

Who  firft  to  love  allored  k«r  vhrj^  breaft; 


la 


the  unhappy  Inez.  One  in  Englllb,  named  Eltira ;  the  other  two  are  by 
M,dela  Mdttf  a  Frenchman,  and  Lmt  Vdi%  dt  Ommorat  a  Spankid.  Hov 
theie  different  writers  have  handled  the  fame  fubje^  ic  not  unworthy  of  the 
attention  of  the  critic  The  tragedy  of  M.  de  la  Motte^from  which  ElYira  ia 
copied,  is  highly  chaiaAcriftic  of  the  French  dmuu  In  the  Lafiad,  Ite 
beautiful  ^nOam  ezpreiles  the  (hrong  emotions  of  genuine  natiire.  She  foeU 
for  what  her  lover  will  feel  for  her ;  the  mother  rifts  in  her  breaft,  (he  im- 
plores |nty  for  her  children ;  (he  fecla  the  faorrors^of  dealli,  sad  «oald  he 
glad  to  wander  an  exile  with  her  babes,  where  her  oalyiblace  would  be  the 
remembrance  of  her  faithful  pallion.  This,  however,  it  appears,  would  not 
foit  the  ude  of  a  Puris  audience.  On  the  French  (lage,  the  fien  RanaB 
heroes  muft.berpoiite/fM/««MJrnr/y  and  the  tender  Inez,  a  bluftering  amaioo. 
Lee*s  Alexander  cannot  talk  in  a  higher  rant.  She  m>t  only  wifbes  to  £e- 
herfelf,  but  defires  that  her  children  and  her  hnAiMid  Don'Fed»vAiai9ali> 
be  put  to  death. 

He  bien,  ieigneuns  Aiivez  vos'barbares  maximes» 
On  vous  amene  encor  de  nouvelles  vi£times, 
Immolea  (ans  remords,  et  pour  nous  punir  mieux, 
Ces  gages  d'un  Hymen  fi  coupable  i  vos  yeuz. 
lis  ignorent  le  fangydont  le  del  les  a  fit  naitre. 
Par  I'arr^  de  leur  mort  faites  les  reconnaitre, 
C3onibmmea  votre  ouvtagCy-et  ^uc  les  m^mes  coups 
Rejoigncnt  les  enfans,et  la  femme,  et  Tepoujc. 
The  Spanbtd,  however,  has  followed  nature  and  Camdeas«  and  in  point 
of  poetical  merit,  his  play  is  infinitely  loperior  to  that  of  the  Ffenchouw. 
Bon  Pedro  «dk»in  the  abfeUce  of  his  miflrea^with  the  beaukiiul  ^mfikStSf 
of  an  ArcatUan  lover,  and  Inez  implores  the  tyrant  with  the  genuine  tendcr- 
nefs  of  female-afie^lion  and  delioury.    The  reader,  who  is  acqoiiBted  with 
the  Spanifh  tongue,  will  thank  me  for  the  following  extrafts ; 

Ina,  A  mis  hijos  me  quitais  \ 

Rey  Don  Alonib,  fenor, 

Porque  me  qoerets  quitar 

La  vida  de  tantas  vezes  ? 

^Advertid,  fenor  mirad. 

Que  el  cora^on  a  pcda^os 

Dividido  me  arancais. 
Rty.  JLlevaldos,  Alvar  Gonzalez. 
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In  thde  mj  Ubcsufliak  ihmt  Ikiiio  im^ge  fte^ 
And  fiai  ttemeadoBt  bmL  di^r  rage  oa  me  ? 

iiusr.  Hijos  mioi,  doade  vaus  ? 

Donde  taw  fin  mfftii  ■laJre  ? 
Fal^  eo  bJifthomliref  pieced  ^ 
Adonde  tus  Inzes  mais  ? 
CoMMs  9>«  aA  »•  dexak 
£n  el  mayor  deicoBfuclo 
En  manofi  de  lacnieldad. 

NimAi/m.    OaQi«elate  madre  mk, 

Y  a  Dim  te  pqedaa  qnedai, 
Qne  Tamos  con  nneftro  akuelo, 
T  noqaerri  faaaeniasmah 

Zkt.  MWb  e^  foKKt  Ray  nio^ 

Padre,  que  anfi  me  ceneia 
La  pnerte  para  el  pcrdon  f 

•  «  «  « 
Aora,  fenor,  aora, 

Aota  es  ticmpo  do  monftrar 
^  mncho  pqdor  qm  ttee, 
Vueftra  real  Mageftad. 

•  #  *  # 
^^OOhQs  ienor }  TCfs  qa  Ta]s 

Y  a  Alvar  Gonzalez,  y  a  Coello 
Inhumanos  me  entregais  f 
Hijos,  KJyof  de  m  Tid»» 
Dexad  me  los  abra^ ; 
Alonfb,  mi  vida  hijo, 
JQjbnU,  a  «of  i,  toroadi 
Tomad  a  ver  Tueftra  madiip : 
Pedro  mk),  donde  eftas 

Qoe  aiuQ  te  oliridaf  4e  4u  ? 
3PoiGble  es  que  en  tanto.mal 
Me  fidU  tn  T  iOa,  efpoib  I 
Quien  te  pindkam  aviiur 
Del  pel^gro  en  que  afligida 
Dona  Ines  tn  eipoia  cifai. 

The  drama,  from  whkh  thefe  eztraAs  are  taken,  is  entitled,  Meyt^rdeff^ 
dt  morir.  And  as  they  are  dted  for  the  tendecncfi  of  the  original  ezpref' 
aoHf  a  tianflatioa  of  them  is  not  attdDpted. 
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Me,  for  their  fakes,  if  yet  thou  wilt  iu>t  ipne. 

Oh,  let  thefe  in&nts  prove  thy  pious  care ! 

Tet  pity's  lenient  current  ever  flows 

From  that  brave  breaft  where  genuine  valour|^bwss 

That  thou  art  brave,  let  vanquifh'd  Afiic  tell, 

Then  let  thy  pity  o'er  mine  anguifh  fweU ; 

Ah,  let  my  woes,  unconfcious  of  a  crime, 

Procure  mine  exile  to  ibme  barbarous  clime : 

Give  me  to  wander  o'er  the  burning  plains 

Of  Lybia's  defarts,  or  the  wild  domains 

Of  Scythia's  fnow-clad  rocks  and  frozen  fliore  ; 

There  let  me,  hopeleis  of  return,  deplore. 

Where  ghaftly  horror  fills  the  dreary  vale. 

Where  (hrieks  and  bowlings  die  on  every  gale^ 

The  li9ns  roaring,  and  the  tygers  yell. 

There  with  mine  infant  race,  confign*d  to  dwells 

There  let  me  try  that  piety  to  find. 

In  vain  by  me  implored  fi!t>m  human  kind : 

There  in  fome  dreary  cavern's  rocky  womb. 

Amid  the  horrors  of  (epulchral  gloom. 

For  him  whofe  love  I  mourn,  my  love  fhall  glow. 

The  figh  ihall  murmur,  and  the  tear  fhall  flow : 

All  my  fond  wi(h,  and  all  my  hope,  to  rear 

Thefe  infant  pledges  of  a  love  (b  dear, 

Amidft  my  grie&  a  foothing,  glad  employ, 

Amidft  my  fears  a  woful,  hopelefi  joy. 

In  tears  fhe  utter'd — as  the  frozen  fnow 
Touch'd  by  the  fpring's  mild  ray^  begins  to  flow^ 

So 
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So  juft  begm  to  rndt  his  ftobborn  foul 

As  mM^ny'd  pity  o'er  the  tyrant  ftole ; 

Bnt  deffiny  forbade :  with  eiger  zeal» 

Again  pretended  for  the  pubUc  weal^ 

Her  fierce  accufers  urged  her  fpeedydoom ; 

Again  dark  n^  diffufed  its  horrid  gloom 

O'er  fiem <  Alonzo's  brow:  fwift  at  the  figo, 

Their  fiords  unfheathed  around  her  brandiih'd  flune. 

O  foul  difgrace,  of  knighthood  lading  ftab. 

By  men  of  arms  an  helplefi  lady  flain  I    * 

Thus  Pyrrhus,  burning  with  unmanly  ire, 

Fulfilled  the  mandate  of  his  forious  fire ; 

Difdsunfol  of  the  fiantic  matron's  prayer. 

On  fair  Polyxena,  her  laft  fond  care. 

He  rufli'd,  his  blade  yet  warm  with  Priam's  gore, 

And  dalh'd  the  daughter  on  the  facred  floor  i 

.     WhUe 

*  C^nfiem  AJtmz9*s  iivw  To  give  the  chara^r  of  Alphonib  IV.  will 
throw  light  on  this  iahnmaii  traoik^HoD*  '  He  was  an  undutiful  fi>n,  an  an- 
BaturU  brother^and  a  cruel  father;  4  great  and  fortunate  warrior,  diligent 
in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  a  MaebiaviUan  politician.  That  good 
niglitbe  attained  by  TiUanouf  means,  was  his  favourite  roaaiin.  When  the 
enemies  of  Inei  had  perfuaded  him  that  her  death  was  neoeflary  to  the 
welBue  of  the  ftate,  he  took  a  journey  to  Combra^  that  he  might  fee  the 
lady,  when  the  prince  his  Ibo  wasabfent  on  a  banting  party,  ponna  Inez, 
with  her  children  threw  herfelf  at  his  feet,  The  king  was  mored  with  the 
diftrcis  of  the  beautlftil  fuppUant,  when  his  three  counfcllors,  Alvaro  Gm- 
yM«,  DUp  LQfen  Pacbeco^  and  Ptif  CotlUj  reproaching  him  for  his  diiregard 
to  the  ftatCy  he  lelapTed  into  liis  former  refblutbn.  She  was  dragged  froni 
his  prefence,  and  brutally  murdered  by  the  hands  of  his  three  counfcllors, 
who  immediately  returned  to  the  kmg  with  their  daggers  reeking  with  the 
innocent  blood  of  the  princefs  his  daughter-in-law.  Alonzo,fays  ta  Ntufi 
mOr,  avowed  the  horrid  affiiflinationy  as  if  ho  had  done  nothing  fbr  which  ho 
oBglittobea(hamed« 
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While  mildly  fhe  her  raving  mother  eyed, 

Refign'd  her  bofom  to  the  fword^  and  died^ 

Thus  Inez,  while  her  eyes  to  heaven  aj^ealf 

Refigns  her  bofom  to  the  mnrderiBg  fteel : 

That  fnowy  neckj  whofe  lnatchk&  form  foflain'd 

The  lovelieft  face  whef  e  all  the  pStcBi  reign'd^ 

Whofe  charms  fb  long  the  gallant  prince  inflamed. 

That  her  pOt  eorft  was  Liibea'ft  qtieen  proctsttmed  | 

That  fnowy  neck  was  ftained  inth  fpooting  go^e^ 

Another  fword  hel*  lovdy  bofom  tore. 

The  flowers  that  gliften'd  inth  her  tears  bedew'd. 

Now  fhrunk  ^d  languifh'd  with  her  blood  knbrew'di 

As  when  a  rofe,  ere^hUe  of  bloom  ib  gay. 

Thrown  from  the  ctrelefs  virgin's  breaft  atray^ 

Lies  faded  on  the  plafai,  the  living  red. 

The  fnowy  white,  and  ail  its  fragrance  fled } 

So' from  her  theeks  die  rofts  dy'd  away, 

And  pale  in  death  the  beauteous  Inez  lay : 

With  dreadful  fmiles,  and  crimfon'd  with  her  bloody 

Round  the  wan  viffim  the  ftem  murderers  flood, 

Unmindful  of  the  fure,  though  future  hour. 

Sacred  to  vengeance  and  her  lover's  power. 

O  fun,  couldft  thou  fo  fbul  a  crime  behold. 

Nor  veil  thine  head  in  darknefs,  as  of  old 

A  fudden  night  unwonted  horror  taft 

O'er  that  dire  banquet,  where  the  fire's  repaA 

The  fon's  torn  limbs  fupplied  1 — Yet  you,  ye  vaies  I 

Ye  diflant  forefts,  and  ye  flowery  dales  1 

When 
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When  pale  and  finlteg  to  the  dmMtl  fsA, 

You  heard  bar  quivtriiig  ^pA  oft  Pedro  eatf ; 

Toot  £dthful  echoes  caught  the  parting  ibund. 

And  Pedro !  Pedro  I  mournful,  figh'd  around. 

Mor  Ids  the  wood-nymphs  of  Mondego^s  groves 

Bewail'd  the  memory  of  her  hafkb  loves : 

Her  griefi  th^  wept,  and  to  a  plamtive  rill 

Transfono'd  their  tears^  which  weepe  and  miimMurs  ftilL 

To  give  immortal  pity  to  her  woe  • 

They  taught  the  rivlet  through  her  bowers  to  flow. 

And  fiin  through  violet  beds  the  fountain  pours 

Its Tpbintive  wailing,  and  is  named  Amours. 

Nor  long  her  Uood  for  vengeance  cry'd  in  vain : 

Her  gtUant  lord  begini  his  awful  reign. 

In  vain  her  murderers  for  refuge  fly, 

Spain**  wMttk  hiUs  fto  place  of  rcA  fuppiy. 

The  injured  lover's  and  the  monarch's  ire. 

And  fierD4»row'd  juftlce  in  their  doom  confpire : 

In  hilBng  flames  they  die,  and  yield  their  fouls  i 

Nor 


•>  in  *  fire.  J 


y  ^^^mSHK  tBefimtitlH  ptun  Htpt^itivt  vaUuig  At  «n  old  royal  caftle 
Aen  Mondego,  then  is  a  rimlet  called  the  Fountain  of  Amoars.  Accord- 
itg  to  tradition/  it  was  here  tbtt  Don  Pedro  refided  with  his  belored  Inez. 
The  fiOkm  of  Camaens,  foimded  on  the  popular  name  of  the  rimlet,  is  m 
tile  fpirit  of  Homer:  '       ' 

■  mm^  amd yIeU  ibar  fiids  iuJht.'^Whtn  the  prince  was  mformed  of  the 
dtttfa  of  his  heloTed  Inez,  he  was  tranfported  into  the  moft  violent  fuy.  He 
took  arms  agidnft  his  father.  The  country  between  the  rivers  Mimio  and 
Jkmu  was  hid  defbbte :  hot  by  die  interpofition  of  the  queen  and  the  arch- 
UAop  of  Bragay  the  prince  was  ibftened,  and  the  further  horrors  of  a  civil 
war  were  pnrented.    DonAionzo  wasnotooly  reoondied  to  hisfon.but 

«  laboured 
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Nor  this  alone  his  fted£ift  foul  difplay'd  : 
Wide  o'er  the  land  he  waved  theawfbl  blade 

Of 


bboared  by  erefy  means  to  oblige  him,  vid  to  e&ce  from  hit  memory  tbe 
injury  and  infnlc  he  had  received.  The  prince,  however,  (Ull  continoed  to 
£rco?er  the  (hongeft  marks  of  affe^ion  and  grief.  ¥nien  he  fooceeded  to 
the  crown,  one  of  bift  firft  aAs  was  a  treaty  with  the  king  of  Ca(Hle,  whereby 
each  monarch  engaged  to  give  np  inch  malecontents,  as  (hould  take  refnge  in 
cadi  other's  dominions.  In  confe^iuence  of  this,  Pidrt  CoJU  and  Ahmf 
GmfaUxt  who,  on  the  death  of  Jlaiau,  had  fled  to  Caftile»were  fent  prifimen 
to  Bon  Pedro.  D'ugo  FaeUce,  the  third  murderer,  made  his  efiape.  The 
either  two  were  pot  to  death  with  the  moft  exqnifite  tortnres,  and  aoft 
juTtly  merited,  if  exqnifite  torture  is  in  any  inibmoe  to  be  allowed.  After 
this,  the  king,  Don  Pedro,  ibmmoned  an  aflembly  of  the  ftates  at  CantoHtJu* 
Here,  in  the  presence  of  the  pope*s  nnndo,  he  ibkmnly  fwore  on  the  holy 
gofpcls,  that  having  obtained  a  difpeniation  from  Rme^  he  had  fecretly,  at 
BragMuta^  efpoofed  the  lady  Ime»  ie  Ctfro^  in  the  preience  of  the  bifliop  of 
Gmarda^  and  of  his  mafter  of  the  wanhobie ;  both  of  whom  confirmed  the 
troth  of  the  oath.  The  pope's  bull,  containing  the  difpeniation,  was  pob- 
li(bed ;  the  body  of  Inez  was  lifted  from  the  grave,  phBced  on  a  magnificent 
throne,  and  with  the  proper  repdia,  was  crowned  queen  of  Portogsd.  The 
nobiUty  did  homage  to  her  (keleton,  and  kifled  the  bones  of  her  hand. 
The  corpfe  was  then  bterred  at  the  royal  monaftery  of  Aktbaea^  with  m 
pomp  before  unknown  in  Portugil,  and  with  all  Che  honourt  due  to  a  qnecB. 
Her  monument  is  ftill  extant,  where  her  ifaitue  u  adorned  with  the  diadem 
and  the  royal  robe.  This,  with  the  legitimation  of  her  children,  and  the 
care  he  took  of  all  who  had  been  in  her  fervioe,  confoled  him  in  Ibme  degree, 
and  rendered  him  more  convet&ble  than  he  had  hitherto  been ;  but  the 
cloud  which  the  death  of  his  Inez  brought  over  the  nsbual  cheeif  nlneis  of 
his  temper,  was  never  totally  difperfed  Adrcnmftance  ftronghr  diario> 
teriftic  of  the  rage  of  his  reicntment  muft  not  be  omitted :  When  the 
murderers  were  brought  before  him,  he  was  (o  tranfperted  with  mdigpatioBa 
that  he  lhuck~/>«d^«  Cwtfo  feveral  blows  on  the  face  with  the  Ihaft  of  his 
whip.  Some  grave  writers  have  branded  this  aAion  as  uawortby  of  the 
magiftrate  and  the  hero;  and  thofe  who  will,  may  add,  of  the  philoTopher 
toa  Something  greater,  however,  bdongs  to  Don  Pedro:  A  regard  which 
we  do  not  feel  for  any  of  the  three,  will,  in  every  bolbm,  capable  of  ge- 
naiae  love,  infpire  a  tender  fympathy  for  the  agonies  of  his  heart,  when 
the  prefence  of  the  inhuman  murderers  preiented  to  hit  miod  the  bonid 
iicene  of  the  butchery  of  his  beloved  fponic. 

Tho 
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Of  red-anfd  jaftice.    ¥tom  the  ihades  of  nig^ 

He  dragif  d  llie  foul  adulterer  to  light : 

The  robber  from  his  dark  retreat  was  led. 

And  he,  who  fpilt  the  blood  of  muider,  bled. 

Unmoved  he  heard  die  proudeft  noUe  plead ; 

Wheie  juftice  sum'd  her  fword,  with  ftubbom  fpeed 

WA  the  dire  ftroke*    Nor  cruelty  infpired, 

Nobleft  hmoanity  his  bofom  fired. 

The  caitiff,  ftarting  at  his  thoughts,  repreft 

The  feeds  of  murder  ipringing  in  his  breaft. 

His  outftretch'd  arm  the  lurking  thief  withheld. 

For  fixt  as  £ite  he  knew  his  doom  was  (eal'd. 

Safe  in  his  monarch's  care  the  ploughman  reapt. 

And  proud  oppreffion  coward  diftance  kept. 

Pedro  •  the  Juft  the  peopled  towns  proclaim. 

And  every  field  refounds  her  monarch's  name. 

Of 


The  impreflioii  left  on  the  philofophkal  mind  hj  thefe  hiftorical  fa^ 
will  naturally  fnggeft  ibme  reBeAkms  on  human  nature.  Every  man  is 
proud  of  being  thought  capable  of  lore ;  and  none  more  £o  than  thofe  who 
hare  the  leaft  title  to  the  name  of  lover ;  to  whom  the  French  call  Us  Bouh 
mt  de  galmOtriiy  whoTe  only  happinefi  is  in  variety,  and  to  whom  the 
greateft  beanty  and  mental  aocomplUhments  lofe  every  charm  after  a  few 
nonths  enjoyment.  Their  fattety  they  icruple  not  to  confefi,  but  are  not 
aware,  that  in  doing  ib,  they  alio  oonfeis,  that  the  principle  which  infpired 
their  paffion,  was  giofi  and  felfilh.  To  conftitute  a  genuine  love,  like  that 
of  Bon  Pedns  requites  a  nobleneis  and  goodnefi  of  heai t,  totally  incompa-> 
tible  with  an  ungenerous  mind.  The  youthful  fever  of  the  veins  may,  for 
a  while,  infpire  an  attachment  to  a  particular  objed;  but  an  afTedion  to 
unchangeable  and  fmcere  as  that  of  the  prince  of  Portugal,  can  only  fpring 
from  a  bofom  pofiefled  of  the  fined  feelings  of  every  virtue. 

•  Pidn  tbi  Jt^  Hiftory  cannot  afibrd  an  bftance  of  any  prince  who 

iMtamofeenuocntdaimtothetitleof  Juft  than  Pedro.    Hiscfiligenceto 
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Of  this  brave  pFkiee  the  loft  degenerate  Ibn^ 
Fernando  the  remifs>  aicends  t^  tltrone. 
With  arm  unneived  At  SAtefs  ibktier  Ibf 
And  awn'd  the  inftueBce  ef  »  ncrvficCa  Any : 
The  ftem  Cafti&ni  drew  the  TengeM  bn»d. 
And  ftrode  provd  viflor  o'er  the  tremblbig  taad^ 
How  dread  the  hour,  when  InjurM  heaven  in  rage. 
Thunders  its  vengeance  on  a  gvilejr  age ! 
Unmanly  floth  the  king,  the  nation  ftaunM ; 
And  lewdnefe,  fofter'd  by  the  monarch,  rrignM  : 

V  The 


correct  eTery  abu&  was  inclefat]gable»  and  when  gailt  «u  ptoved,  his  jaftic» 
was  inexorable.  He  was  dreadfiil  to  the  evil,  and  beJoved  by  the  good;  for 
he  refpeAed  no  perioDS,  and  his  inflcziUe  fererity  nerer  Sgettkd  from  iike 
line  of  ftridt  juftice.  An  anccdtte  or  tira  will  throw  ibaie  Hgjht  Vk  bk  duu 
ra£ter.  A  pried  having  killed  a  maibn,  the  kbg  dillembled  bis  knowledge 
or  the  crime,  and  left  the  iflue  to  the  ecdefiaftical  court,  where  the  prieft 
was  puniibed  by  one  year's  fu4>enfion  from  &ying  mais.  Pedro  upon  this, 
privately  ordered  the  mafbn's  (on  to  revenge  the  murder  of  his  father.  The 
young  man  obeyed,  was  apprehended,  and  condemned  to  death.  When 
his  fentcnce  was  to  be  confirmed  by  the  kii^  he  enqnifcd,  what  wat  the 
young  man's  trade.  He  was  aniwercd,  that  he  foiiowed  his  fiMkh«r*&.  Wall 
then,  iaid  the  monarch,  1  (haU  commute  Us  pupifluiwait,  and  kktcnKd  him 
from  meddling  with  ftonc  or  mortar  for  a  year.  After  tius  ht  f«Uy  eftar 
bliihed  the  authority  of  the  king's  courts  over  the  deigy,  whom  be  punsHM^ 
with  death  when  thei^  crimes  were  capctaL  Whea  fbUcited  t»  refer  the 
caufes  of  fuch  criminals  to  a  h^ijher  tribunal,  by  which  they  tacitly  meaftt 
that  of  the  pope,  he  would  aaiWer  very  calmly,  That  it  mtiailmkmiit  d^i 
I 'wiUfimd  tbem  t9  tke  ki^  ff  ^  tnittnalt,  t9  Oti  0/ tkah  Mahr  mimim* 
Againft  adulterers  he  was  particularly  icvcre,  often  deekriag  it  his  opiate, 
that  coaju^  infidelity  was  the  iboree  ef  the  gitateft  eviUa  t»4  that  thara* 
fore  to  reftrain  it,  was  the  inteteft  aad  duty  of  the  fovereiga.  Thoi|g|h  tfaa 
fau  of  his  beloved  Ine«  chagrined  and  foored  his  temper,  he  was  b  fat 
from  being  naturally  fuUca  or  paffioaate,  that  ha  was  rather  of  a  gay  aad 
fprightly  difpodtion;  a&ble  and  eafy  of  acc^;  driighted  hi  nufie  and 
dancing;  a  lover  of  leaminf,  was  himllfilf  aaan  of  ktttfs  and  an  alagpAt 
poet.    Vide  La  Clede,  Maruma^  Farku 
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The  monarch  own'd  that  firft  of  crimes  unjuft. 

The  wanton  reveb  of  adtflteroms  loft : 

Such  was  his  rage  ibr  beauteous  ^  Leoaorc;p 

Her  from  her  hufflond's  ^dow^d  arms  he  tooe : 

Then  with  unbleft^  udiaUowed  auptiak  ftained   , 

The  facred  altar^  and  its  Tites  profiuied. 

Alas  !  the  fplendor  ct  a  aroim  how  vain. 

From  heaven's  dread  ejre  to  veil  the  dimmefl:  ftain  ! 

To  conquering  Gaoo:e»  .to  tuin'd  Troy,  what  woesj 

What  ilb  .OKiilb,  itotn  Helen's  .cape  arofe  I 

Let  Appius  owBt  let  hftntfh'd  Tar^in  teii 

On  their  hot  r^  ^What  bciivy  vengeance  fell. 

One  female  ravifh'd  Oibeah's  ftreets  c  beheld, 

Cyer  Gibeah's  ftreets  the  blood  of  thoulands  fweli'd 

In  vengeance  of  the  crime.;  and  ftreams  of  blood 

The  guilt  of  Zion's  (acred  bard  ^  purfued. 

Yet 

l>...«.^MM/ro»jZ.MMrr— — -This  lady,  named  Leonora  tU  Tellen,  was  the 
wife  of  Don  Juam  LertHxo  tTAaigiuft  a  noUeman  of  one  of  the  moft  didin- 
goiflied  families  in  Portugal.  After  a  iham  proceis  this  marriage  was  di£> 
£>lved,  and  the  king  privatelx  efpouied  her,  though  at  that  time  he  was 
publickly  married  by  proicy  to  Donna  Leonora  of  Arragoo.  A  dangerous 
infurre^liaD,  head^  by  one  VdaffutKy  a  tayior,  drove  the  king  and  liis  adul- 
terous bride  from  Lifbon.  Soon  after  he  caufed  his  marriage  to  be  pub- 
lickly  celebrated  in  the  province  between  the  Domro  and  M'uibo.  Henry, 
king  of  Caftile,  informed  of  the  general  diicontent  that  reigned  in  Portu- 
gal, marched  a  formidable  army  into  that  kingdom,  to  revenge  the  injury 
ofiered  to  ibme  of  his  fubje^  whofe  (hips  had  been  unjuftly  fcized  at  L.i(^ 
bon.  The  defohition  hinted  at  by  Camoens  enfued.  After  the  fubjcfts  of 
both  kingdoms  had  ieverely  fuiTeredy  the  two  kings  ended  the  war,  much  to 
their  mutual  fatisfa^tion,  by  an  intermarriage  of  their  badard  children. 

«  — *  Gibeab*tJireeU        iSee  Judges,  chap.  xix.  and  xx. 

*■  The  guilt  of  Zion't  /acrid  bard  ■  DasTd^p— -See  %  Samuel,  chap.  iii.  10. 
<*  The  fword  ihall  never  depart  from  thine  houfe." 
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Yet  lofc  full  oft  with  wild  delirium  blinds, 
And  fans  his  bafeft  fires  in  nobleft  minds : 
Hie  female  garb  the  great  Alcides  wore. 
And  for  his  Omphale  the  difhff«  bore. 
For  Cleopatra's  frown  the  world  was  loft. 
The  Roman  terror,  and  the  Punic  boaft, 
Cannae's  great  viAor,  for  a  harlot's  fmile^ 
Refign'd  the  harveft  of  his  glorious  toil. 
And  who  can  boaft  he  never  fielt  the  fires. 
The  trembling  throbbings  of  the  young  defires. 
When  he  beheld  the  breathing  rofes  glow. 
And  the  foft  heavings  of  the  living  fnowi 
The  waving  ringlets  of  the  auburn  hair. 
And  all  the  rapturous  graces  of  the  fiur  { 
Oh !  what  defence,  if  fixt  on  him,  he  fpy 
The  languid  fweetnefs  of  the  ftedfaft  eye ! 
Ye  who  have  felt  the  dear  luxurious  fmart. 
When  angel  charms  opprefs  the  powerlefs  heart. 
In  pity  here  relent  the  brow  fevere. 
And  o'er  Femando's  weaknefs  drop  the  tear. 


*'m^>^tBt great  Aiddes  ^.^^Alcidtm  latuu  nere  eo^  amor*  OviD. 

To  conclude  the  notes  on  this  hook,  it  may  not  be  anneceflary  to  ob- 
lerre.that  CamOens,  in  this  epifbde,  has  happily  adhered  to  a  principal  rale 
of  the  epopcia.  To  paint  the  manners  and  chare^rs  of  the  age  in  which 
the  action  is  placed,  is  as  requifite  in  the  epic  poem,  as  it  is  to  pteienre  the 
unity  of  the  chara^br  of  an  indiTidual.  That  gaUanti y  of  bravery,  and 
romantic  caft  of  the  military  adTcntores,  which  charaaeriTed  the  Spaniards 
and  Portugueie,  daring  the  Moorifh  wars,  is  happily  fnpported  by  Ca^ 
mOens  in  its  mod  juft  and  (hiking  colom^s.  In  hiftory  we  find  furprifing 
YiOories  obtamed  over  the  mfidels:  In  the  Lufiad,  we  find  the'  heroes 
breathing  that  enthufiafin  which  led  them  to  conqueft,  that  enthufiaTm 

of 
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^of  military  honours,  fo  (bronzy  czprcftd  by  Alonzo  V.  of  Portugal,  at  the 
liege  of  ArzUa,  In  ftorming  the  citadei,  the  Count  de  Marialva,  a  brave 
€id  officer,  loft  his  life.  The  king  leading  hit  only  ion,  the  prince  I>on 
Joan,  to  the  body  of  the  Conot,  while  the  blood  yet  flreamed  from  his 
woundf,  <*  Behold,  he  cried,  that  great  man  !  May  God  grant  yon, 
my  fim,  to  imitate  his  Tbtoes.  May  your  honour,  like  his,  be  con^ 
pletc!" 
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XJl  S  the  toft  vcflel  on  the  ocean  rowb» 
When  dark  the  night,  and  loud  the  tempeft  howls^ 
When  the  lorn  mariner  in  every  wave 
That  breaks  and  gleams,  forbodes  his  watery  grave  ; 
But  when  the  dawn,  all  filent  and  ferene, 
With  foft-paced  ray  difpcls  the  ihades  obfcene. 
With  grateful  tranfport  fparkling  in  each  eye. 
The  joyful  crew  the  port  of  fafety  fpy. 
Such  darkling  tempefts  and  portended  fate, 
"  While  weak  Fernando  lived,  appall'd  the  ftate ; 
Such  when  he  dy'd,  the  peaceful  morning  rofe. 
The  dawn  of  joy,  and  footh'd  the  public  woes. 


As 
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As  blaziag  glgrious  o'er  tbe  iliades  of  m^t. 

Bright  in  his  eaft  breaks  forth  the  Lord  of  light» 

So  valiant  John  with  4azsUng  Uasc  appears» 

And  from  the  d«ft  his  drooping  nation  rears. 

Though  fpning  from  youthful  paffion's  wanton  loves. 

Great  Pedrc^s  fon  in  noble  fovl  he  proves ; 

And  heaven  announced  him  king  by  right  divine, 

A  cradled  in&nt  gave  the  wondrous  *  fign : 

Her  tongue  had  never  lifp'd  the  mother's  name. 

No  word|  no  mimic  found  her  lips  could  frame. 

When  heaven  the  miracle  of  fpeech  inTpired  i 

She  raifed  her  little  hands,  with  rapture  fired. 

Let  Portugal,  (he  cried,  with  joy  proclaim 

The  brave  Don  John,  and  own  her  monarch's  name. 

The  burnkig  fever  of  domefttc  rage 
Now  wildly  fated,  and  maurk'd  the  barbarous  age ; 

VOL.  Ji.  F  Through 

*  A  cradled  infani  gave  ibe  vfomdrays  J^^-^ifo  circumihuice  has  ever  been 
more  ridiculed  by  the  ancietit  and  modern  pedants  than  Alexander*!  pre* 
tenlions  to  divinity.  Some  of  his  courtiers  expoftulating  with  him  one  day 
on  the  abfufdity  of  fuch  claim,  he  replied,  *<  I  know  the  truth  of  what  you 
fay,  but  theiie,"  (pointing  to  a  aowd  of  Per£ans)  «  thefe  know  no  better." 
The  report  that  the  Grecian  army  was  commanded  by  a  fon  of  Jupiter» 
fpread  terror  through  the  eaft,  and  greatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  the 
conqueror.  The  miraculous  ipeech  of  the  infant;  attefted  by  a  few  monks» 
was  adapted  to  the  fupcrftition  of  the  age  of  John  I.  and  as  he  was  a  baf^ 
tard,  wzs  of  infioite  fervlce  to  his  cauie.  The  pretended  fa^,  however, 
is  dilTerently  related.  By  fbme,  thus :  When  Don  John,  then  regent  of 
Portugal,  was  going  to  Coimbra,  to  aflid  at  an  aflcmbly  of  the  dates,  at  a 
little  diftancc  from  the  city,  he  was  met  by  a  great  number  of  children  rid 
ing  upon  (Kcks,  who  no  fooncr  faw  him  than  they  cried  out,  "  Blefled  be 
**  Don  John,  king  of  Portugal;  the  king  is  coming,  Don  John  fhull  be  king." 
Whether  this  was  owing  to  art  or  accident,  it  had  a  great  efTcO.  At  the 
aflembly  the  regent  was  ele^^cd  king. 
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Through  every  rank  the  headlong  furj  ran. 

And  firft  red  flaughter  in  the  court  began. 

Of  fpoufal  vowS|  and  widowed  bed  defiled. 

Loud  £ime  the  beauteous  Leonore  reviled. 

The  adcdterous  noble  in  her  prcfence  bled. 

And  torn  with  wounds  his  numerous  friends  lay  dead» 

No  more  thofe  ghaftly  deathful  nights  amaze. 

When  Rome  wept  tears  of  blood  in  Scylla's  days ; 

More  horrid  deeds  ^  IJiyiles'  towers  beheld : 

Each  cruel  bread  where  rankling  envy  fwell'd, 

Accufed  his  foe  as  minion  of  the  queen; 

Accufed,  and  murder  doled  the  dreary  fcene. 

All  holy  ties  the  frantic  tranfport  braved. 

Nor  facred  priefthood  nor  the  altar  faved. 

Thrown  from  a  tower,  like  Hector's  fon  of  yore. 

The  mitred  c  head  was  daflied  with  brains  and  gore* 

Ghaftly  with  fcenes  of  death,  and  mangled  limbs. 

And  black  with  clotted  blood  each  pavement  fwims. 

With  all  the  fiercenefs  of  the  female  ire. 
When  rage  and  grief  to  tear  the  breaft  confpire, 
^  The  queen  beheld  her  power,  her  honours  d  loft. 
And  ever  when  flie  flcpt  th*  adulterer's  ghoft, 

AU 

^ —.^  ITTy^j*  ivwers        See  the  note  *,  vol.  ii.  p.  a6. 

•  The  mitred  bead  Don  MartiMf  bifliop  of  Li(boD,  a  man  of  an  cx- 

emplarf  life.  He  ivas  by  birth  a  Caftilian,  which  was  eftcemed  a  fuffident 
reafon  to  murder  him,  as  of  the  queen's  party.  He  was  thrown  from  the 
tower  of  his  own  cathedral,  whither  he  had  fled  to  avoid  the  popular  fury. 

'  The  queen  bebdd  her  power  ^  her  honours  /^.— Poflefled  of  great  beauty  and 
.^  ^  great  abilltln,  this  bad  woman  was  a  diigrace  to  her  fex,  and  a  curfe  to  the 
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AU-palC)  and  pointing  at  his  bloody  fhroud, 
Seem'd  ever  for  rerenge  to  fcream  aloud. 

F  2  Caftile's 

age  and  Camtrj  which  gare  her  birth.  Her  fifter.  Donna  Maria,  a  lady  ot 
nnblemiflied  Tirtae,  had  been  fecretly  married  to  the  infant  Don  Joan » the 
lung's  brother,  who  was  paflionately  attached  to  her.  Donna  Maria  had 
formerly  endeavoured  to  difluade  her  fifter  from  the  adulterous  mairiage 
with  the  king.  In  revenge  of  this,  the  queen  Leodoia  periuadcd  Don  Juan 
that  her  fifter  was  unfaithful  to  his  bed.  Tl^e  enraged  huiband  haded  to 
his  wife,  and  without  enquiry  or  expoftuiation,  fays  Mariana,  diipatched  her 
with  two  ftrokes  of  his  dagger.  He  was  afterwards  convinced  of  her  inno- 
cence, and  was  completely  wretched.  Having  iaaificcd  her  honour  and 
her  firft  hu(band  to  a  king,  fays  i^irw,  Leonora  foon  facrificed  that  king  to 
a  wicked  gaUant,  a  Caftilian  nobleman,  named  Don  Juam  Feriutidez  de  Am» 
deyro.  An  unjuft  war  with  Ca/liief  wherein  the  Portuguefe  were  defeated 
liy  iea  and  land,  was  the  firft  fruits  of  the  policy  of  the  new  favourite.  jIm^ 
dtyro  one  day  having  heated  himielf  by  ibme  military  eaerdfe,  the  queen 
tore  her  veil,  and  publicly  gave  it  him  to  wipe  his  face.  The  grand  ma^ 
ter  of  Avi*f  the  king's  badard  brother,  afterwards  John  I.  and  fome  others, 
cxpoftulated  with  her  on  the  indecency  of  this  behaviour.  She  diflembled 
her  refentment,  but  (bon  after  they  were  feized  and  committed  to  the  caftle 
of  EvorOf  whcie  a  forged  order  for  their  execution  was  fent;  but  the  go- 
vemor  fuipeOing  fome  fraud,  fhewed  it  to  the  king,  and  their  iives  were 
iaved.  Yet  fuch  was  her  afcendency  over  the  weak  Fernando,  that,  tho* 
convinced  of  her  guilt,  he  ordered  his  brother  to  kifs  the  queen's  hand, 
and  thank  her  for  his  life.  Soon  after  Fernando  died,  but  not  till  he  was 
fully  convinced  of  the  queen's  conjugal  infidelity,  and  had  given  an  order 
for  the  ailaiCnation  of  the  gallant.  Mot  long  after  the  death  of  the  kmg, 
the  fiavourite  Afideyn  was  (tabbed  in  the  palace  by  the  grand  mafter  of 
Atfhj  and  Don  Huy  de  Pertyra,  The  queen  expreiTed  all  the  tranfpoit  of 
grief  and  rage,  and  declared  (he  would  undergo  the  trial  ordeal  in  vindica^ 
tion  of  his  and  her  innocence.  But  this  (he  never  performed :  in  her  vows 
of  revenge,  however,  (he  was  more  pun^al.  Don  Juan,  king  of  Caftiie, 
who  had  married  Iier  only  daughter  and  heirefs,  at  her  earned  intreaties 
invaded  Portugal,  and  was  proclaimed  king.  Don  John,  grand  mafler  of 
Aw,  was  proclaimed  by  the  people  protestor  and  regent.  A  defperate 
war  enfued.  Queen  Leonora,  treated  with  indilTercnce  by  her  daughter  . 
and  (bn-in-law,  rcfolvedon  the  murder  of  the  latter;  but  the  plot  wasdif^ 
covered,  and  (he  was  fent  pri(bner  to  Caftile.  The  regent  was  belieged  in 
Li(bon,  and  the  city  reduced  to  the  utmod  extremities,  when  an  epidemj-* 
cal  didemper  broke  out  in  the  Cadilian  army,  and  made  fuch  devadation, 

that 
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CafUIe's  proud  monarch  to  the  noptbi  bed 
In  happier  days  her  royal  dang^iAer  kd : 

To 

thftt  thekiflgraddcttlyfaifed  theikge,  mdahut^ooedhuwnm'PmtipL 
TKe  bappy  inlwlMUnts  slcribcd  their  deltvennce  to  the  inafamr  and  ?%^ 
iuwe  of  the  rtgeat.  The  legeat  repieved  their  avdsur,  exheited  them  to 
lepah*  to  thek  churches,  and  to  vetnin  thanks  to  God»  to  wha&  hitefpofition 
He  Iblely  afcribcd  their  Afaty.  This  behaviour  incteafed  the  admiratfap  at 
the  people;  the  nobility  of  the  firft  rank  joined  the  regent's  party;  and 
many  garriibns  m  the  intereft  of  the  khigof  Caitile,  opened  their  gates  to 
him.  An  aflcmbly  of  the  ftates  met  at  Coimhra^  where  it  was  propo&d 
to  tnveft  the  regent  with  the  regal  dignity.  This  he  pretended  to  dedfaic* 
Bon  John,  Ton  of  Pedix^  the  Juft,  and  the  beautifid  Inea  de  Gsftio,  was  by 
the  people  eftecmed  their  lawfal  (bvereign,  bnt  was,  and  had  been  long  de- 
famed, a  priToner  by  the  king  of  Caftile.  If  the  ftates  wonld  declare  the 
infant  Don  John  their  kmg,  the  regent  profefled  his  wiliingneis  to  fwear 
allegiance  to  him ;  that  he  wonid  continoe  to  expoft  himfeif  to  every  dan* 
ger,  and  aA  as  regent,  till  Providence  reftored  to  Portugal  her  lawful  £>• 
vereign.  The  ftates  however  iaw  the  necelGty  that  the  nation  flionld  have 
an  head.  The  r^ent  was  unanimoofty  eleded  king,  and  ibme  articles  in 
ftvour  of  liberty,  were  added  to  thofe  agreed  upon  at  the  coranation  of 
Bon  Al«mu»  Mnri^iXj  the  firft  kuigof  PortngaL 

Bon  John  I.  one  of  the  greateft  of  the  Porfgncie  monarchs,  wa»  the  nai» 
tarsi  ion  of  Pedro  the  Juft,  by  Bonna  Ttr^  iMremu^  a  Galician  lady,  and 
bom  ibme  years  after  the  death  of  Inex.  At  feven  years  of  age  he  was  made 
grand  mafterof  Aou^  and  by  his  Cather's  pacticiilar  care  he  rcoenred  an  et^ 
oellent  education ;  which,  joined  to  his  great  parts,  produced  him  early  on 
the  politfcal  theatre.  He  was  a  brave  commander,  and  a  deep  politician^ 
yet  never  forfeited  the  chaua^^er  of  candour  and  honour.  To  be  humble  to 
his  friends,  and  haughty  to  his  enemies,  was  his  leading  maxim.  His  pru- 
dence gained  him  the  confidence  of  the  wife»  his  fteadineis  and  giatitude 
the  friendfhlp  of  the  brave ;  his  libenlity  the  bulk  of  the  people.  He  waft 
in  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  his  age  when  declared  proteAor^  and  in  the 
twenty-eighth  when  proclaimed  king. 

The  following  anecdote  b  much  to  the  honour  of  this  prince  when  regent. 
A  Caftilian  officer  having  fix  Portuguefe  gentlemen  his  prtfoners,  cut  olF 
their  nofes  and  hands,  and  fent  them  to  Bon  John.  Highly  incenfed,  he 
commanded  fix  Caftilian  gentlemen  to  be  treated  in  the  iiime  manner.  But 
before  the  officer,  to  whom  he  gave  the  orders,  had  quitted  the  room,  he 
relented  ^  I  have  given  enough  to  rcfentment,  iaid  he,  in  giving  liicfa  a 
*'  command.  It  were  infamous  to  put  it  in  eaecution.  See  that  the  Cal^ 
«  tilian  priibners  received  no  harm." 
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To  him  the  furntt  queen  ibr  vengttnte  ctm^ 
Implores  to  vindicate  his  hwfiod  price. 
The  Lufian  iceptre,  his  by  fpoufal  ri^ : 
The  proud  CafHfian  anns  and  dares  the  fight. 
To  join  his  ftandard  as  it  waves  along. 
The  Warlike  troops  from  various  regions  throng : 
Thoie  who  poflefi  the  lands  by  Rodrick  «  given. 
What  time  the  Moor  from  Tuna's  banks  was  driven ; 
That  race  who  joyful  finile  at  war's  alarms. 
And  fcom  each  danger  that  attends  on  arms  s 
Whofe  crooked  ploughfhares  Leon's  uplands  tear. 
Now  cafed  in  fted  in  glittering  arms  appear, 
Thofe  arms  erewfaik  fo  dreadful  to  the  Moor : 
The  Vandals  glorying  in  their  might  of  yore 
March  on ;  their  helms  and  moving  lances  gleam 
Along  the  flowery  vales  of  Betis'  ftream : 
Nor  ftaid  the  Tynan  ^  iflanders  bel^d, 
On  whofe  proud  enfigns  floating  on  the  wind 
Alcides'  pillars  tower'd ;  nor  wonted  frar 
Withheld  the  bafe  Galician's  fordid  fpear  j 
Though  ftill  his  crimfon  feamy  fears  reveal 
The  fure-aim'd  vengeance  of  the  Lufian  fleel. 
Where  tumbling  down  Cnenca's  mountain  fide 
The  murmuring  Tagus  rolls  his  foamy  tide. 

Along 

lUderidgivm    The  celebrated  hero  of  Comeille's  tragedy  of 
-<fe  TyruK  ifmUrs^ne  iahatomto  of  Cadk;  of  old  a 


Phqmician  colony. 
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Along  Toledo's  lawns»  the  pride  of  Spain^ 

Toledo's  warriors  join  the  martial  tradn : 

Nor  lefs  the  furious  luft  of  war  infpires 

The  Bifcayneer,  and  wakes  his  barbarous  fires^ 

Which  ever  bum  for  vengeance,  if  the  tongue 

Of  haplefe  ftranger  give  the  feincy'd  wrong. 

Nor  bold  Afturia,  nor  Guifpufcoa's  (hore. 

Famed  for  their  fteely  wealth,  and  iron  ore, 

Dela/d  their  vaunting  fquadroiis ;  o'er  the  dales 

Cafed  in  their  native  fteel,  and  belted  mails. 

Blue  gleaming  from  afar  they  march  along, 

And  join  with  many  a  fpear  the  warlike  throngs 

As  thus,  wide  fweeping  o'er  the  trembling  coaft, 

The  proud  Caftilian  leads  his  numerous  hoft. 

The  valiapt  John  for  brave  defence  prepares. 

And  in  himfclf  coUcfted  greatly  dares :  :y] 

For  fuch  high  valour  in  his  bofbm  glow'd. 

As  Samfon's  locks  by  miracle  beftow'd : 

Safe  in  himfelf  refolved  the  hero  ftands. 

Yet  calls  the  leaders  of  hb  anxious  bands : 

The  council  fummon'4,  fome  with  prudent  mien. 

And  words  of  grave  advice  their  terrors  fcreen  ; 

By  floth  debafed,  no  more  the  ancient  fire 

Of  patriot  loys^lty  can  now  infpire ; 

And  each  pale  lip  feem'd  opening  to  declare 

For  tame  fubmiilion,  and  to  fhun  the  war ; 

When  glorious  Nunio,   ftarting  from  his  feat, 

Claim'd  every  eye,  and  clofed  the  cold  debate  2 

SingUng 
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SbgliDg  his  brothers  from  the  daftard  train^ 

His  rolling  looks^  that  flaih'd  with  ftem  difdaiDi 

On  them  he  fizt^  then  fiiatch'd  his  hilt  in  ire^ 

While  hb  bold  fpeech  bewra/d  the  foklier's  fire. 

Bold  and  S  unpolifhM  ^  while  his  burning  eyes 

Seem'd  as  he  dared  the  ocean,  earth,  and  Aaes : 

Heavens !  ihall  the  Lofian  nobles  tamely  yield  i 
Oh  fhame !  and  yield  untry'd  the  martial  field  ! 
That  land  whofe  genins,  as  the  god  of  war, 
Was  own'd,  where'er  approach'd  her  thundering  car  ^ 
Shall  now  her  fons  their  faith,  thdr  love  deny. 
And,  while  their  country  finks,  ignobly  fly  ! 
Te  timoroos  herd,  are  ye  the  genuine  line 
Of  thofe  illuftrious  fhades,  whofe  rage  divine 
Beneath  great  Henry's  fiandards  awed  the  foe. 
For  whom  ye  tremble,  and  would  ftoop  fo  low  !       ^ 
That  foe,  who,  boaftfnl  now,  then  bafdy  fled. 
When  your  undaunted  fires  the  hero  led. 
When  feven  bold  earis  in  chains  the  fpoil  adorn'd. 
And  proud  Caftile  through  all  her  kindreds  moum'd, 
Caftile,  your  awful  dread — yet,  confcious,  fay. 
When  Dinez  rcign'd,  when  hb  bold  fon  bore  fway. 
By  whom  were  trodden  down  the  braveft  bands 
That  ever  march'd  from  proud  Cafltlia's  lands  ? 

Twas 

f  SM  anJ  tm^Jb^d-^^rhU  fpeech  in  the  original  has  been  much  ad- 
mired  by  the  foreign  critics,  as  a  model  of  military  eloquence.  The  critic, 
H  is  hoped,  will  perceire  that  the  tranflator  has  endeavoured  to  fupport  the 
chaiaQa  of  the  ipeaker. 
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Twas  your  brave  fire»— 4uid  has  oat  laagmd  rtign 

Fix'd  in  your  tainted  Ibiils  fb  deep  a  ftain. 

That  now  degenerate  from  your  noble  firesi 

The  laft  dim  fpark  of  Luitaii  tame  expires? 

Though  weak  Fernando  reign'd  in  war  unikilf d, 

A  godlike  king  now  calls  you-to  the  iteld-^ 

Oh  !  could  like  his  your  mounting  valour  glow. 

Vain  were  the  threatenings  €^  the  vaunting  foe. 

Not  proud  Caftfle,  oft  by  your  fires  o'erthrown. 

But  every  land  your  daiintiefs  rage  (hould  own. 

Still  if  your  hands  benumh'd  by  female  fear. 

Shun  the  N>ld  war,  harkl  on  my  fword  I  fwear, 

Myfelf  alone  the  dreadful  war  fhall  wage*«« 

Mine  be  the  fight — ^and  trembling  wkh  the  rage 

Of  valorous  jSre,  hk  hand  half<drawn  diipiay'd 

The  awful  terror  of  his  (hining  Uade-rr^ 

I  and  my  vafials  dare  the  dreadful  .ibock  i 

My  ihoulders  never  to  a  ibrrign  yoke 

Shall  bend  j  and  by  my  fovereign's  wtach  I  yow^ 

And  by  that  loyal  faith  renounced  by  you. 

My  native  land  unconquer'd  fhail  remain. 

And  all  my  monarch's  foes  (hall  heap  the  pftMi|. 

The  hero  paufed— Twas  thus  the  youth  of  Rome, 
The  trembling  few  who  'leaped  the  bfcody  doom 
That  dy'd  with  flaughter  Cannx's  purple  field, 
AiTembled  floods  and  bow'd  their  necks  to  yield  $ 

,    When 
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When  noblf  rifing  with  a  like  difdain 

The  young  l>  CorBcUus  raged^  nomged  in  fain : 

On  his  dread  fwcrd  his  dannted  peen  he  iwore^ 

(The  reeking  Made  jet  Mack  with  Punic  gore) 

While  life  remained  their  arms  for  Rome  to  wield. 

And  but  with  fife  thev  conqaerM  arms  to  yidd. 

Such  martial  V9ge  brave  Nunio's  mien  inipired  $ 

Fear  was  no  moK :  with  rapturous  ardour  fired. 

To  horfe,  to  hoHe,  the  gallant  Lufians  crfd ; 

Ratded  the  belted  mails  on  every  fide, 

The  ipear-ftaffi  tremUed  1  round  their  heads  they  waved 

Thdr  fhining  fiuikhions,  and  in  tranfport  raved. 

The  king  our  guardian^— loud  their  £bouts  rebound. 

And  the  fierce  commons  echo  back  the  found. 

The  msub  that  long  in  rufting  peace  had  hung. 

Now  on  the  hammered  anvils  hoarfely  rung : 

Some  loft  with  wool  the  plumy  hdmets  line. 

And  fome  the  breaft-f^ace^s  fcaly  behs  entwine : 

The 

^  Tbeyoimg  CarM^im^^^^hu  was  the  funoBS  P.  Corn.  Sdpio  Africgnos. 
The  faA,  fomewhat  difierently  related  by  Liryi  u  this.  After  the  defeat 
at  Cuuix,  a  confidenble  body  of  Romans  fled  to  Canufium,  and  appointed 
Sdpio  9a4  Ap.  Ctaodiiu  their  commanders.  While  they  remained  there. 
It  was  told  Sdpio,  that  fbme  of  his  diief  officers,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 
Ccdiius  Metellni,  were  taking  meafures  to  tranfport  themielYCS  oat  of 
Italy.  He  went  immediately  to  their  aflemhly,  and  drawing  his  fword, 
£ud,  I  fwear  thai  I  mil  ttot  defert  the  commo/ituealth  of  Rome^  nor  fuffer  any 
ttber  eitiztm  tod^H.  Ithefime  tath  I  require  9/  ymt^  Caa/hj,  and  ofaUprefent  ; 
vitever  re/tfit^  kt  him  hmu  that  thmfio^rd  it  dravm  againfi  him.  The  hi(lo^ 
rian  adds^  that  they  were  as  terrified  by  this,  as  if  they  had  beheld  the  face 
<rf  their  oonqneror  Hanafbal.  They  all  fwore»  and  (ubmittcd  thenfelTcs 
ItSc^.    Vid.LiT.S.44.C.53, 


74  THE    L  US  IAD.  book  it. 

The  gaudy  mantles  (bmei  and  icarfs  prepare^ 
Where  various  lightfome  colours  gaily  flare  i 
And  golden  tifllie,  with  the  warp  enwove» 
Difplays  the  emblems  of  their  youthful  lov& 

The  valiant  John,  begirt  with  warlike  ftate^ 
Now  leads  his  bands  from  £iir  Abrantes'  gate  ; 
Whofe  lawns  of  green  the  in&nt  Tagus  laves^ 
As  from  his  fpring  he  rcdls  his  cooly  waves* 
The  daring  van  in  Nunio's  care  could  boaft    •    - 
A  general  worthy  of  the  unnumber'd  hoft^ 
Whofe  gaudy  banners  trembling  Greece  defy'd> 
When  boaftful  Xerxes  lafh'd  the  Seftian  tide  : 
Nunio,  to  proud  Caftile  as  dread  a  name^ 
As  erft  to  Gaul  and  Italy  the  fame 
Of  Atilla's  impending  rage.    The  right 
Brave  Roderic  led,  a  chiefbun  tr^'d  in  fight ;    . 
Before  the  left  the  bold  Almada  rode. 
And  proudly  waving  o'er  the  centre  nod 
The  royal  enfigns,  glittering  from  afar. 
Where  godlike  John  inlpircs  and  leads  the  war. 

*Twas  now  the  time^  when  from  the  (hibbly  phun 
The  labouring  hinds  hgd  borne  the  yellow  grain ; 
The  purple  vintage  heapt  the  foamy  tun, 
And  fierce  and  red  the  fun  of  Auguft  (hone  ;   • 
When  from  the  gate  the  fquadrons  march  along: 
Crowds  preft  on  crowds^  the  walls  and  ramparts  throng ; 

Here 
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Here  the  (ad  mother  rends  her  hoary  hair^ 
While  hope's  fond  whifpers  ftrugg^  with  defpair: 
The  weeping  ijpoufe  to  heaven  extends  her  hands : 
And  cold  with  dread  the  modeft  virgin  ftands ; 
Her  eameft  eyes,  fuffuied  with  trembling  dew^ 
Far  o^er  the  plain  the  plighted  youth  purine : 
And  prayers  and  tears  and  all  the  female  wail. 
And  holy  vows  the  throne  of  heaven  aflaiL 

Now  each  ftem  hoft  full  front  to  front  appears. 
And  one  joint  fhout  heaven's  airy  concave  tears : 
A  dreadful  paufe  eniiies,  while  confcious  pride 
Strives  on  each  face  the  heart-felt  doubt  to  hide : 
Now  wild  and  pale  the  boldeft  face  is  feen ; 
With  mouth  half  open  and  difordered  mien 
Each  warrior  feels  his  creeping  blood  to  freeze. 
And  bnguid  weaknefs  trembles  in  the  knees. 
And  now  the  clangor  of  the  trumpet  founds, 
And  the  rough  rattling  of  the  drum  rebounds : 
The  fife  fhrill  whiffling  cuts  the  gale ;  on  high 
The  flourifh'd  enfigns  fhine  with  many  a  dye 
Of  blazing  fplendor :  o'er  the  ground  they  whed 
And  chufe  their  footing,  when  the  proud  Caftile 
Bids  found  the  horrid  charge ;  loud  burfts  the  found| 
And  loud  Artabro's  pocky  clifis  rebound : 
The  thundering  roar  rolls  round  on  every  fide, 
And  trembling  finks  Guidana's  rapid  tide : 
The  ftow  paced  Durius  rulhes  o'er  the  plain. 
And  fearful  Tagus  haftens  to  the  maini, 

Such 
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Such  was  the  tempeft  of  the  dresul  alanui. 
The  babes  that  prattled  m  their  nuries'  arms 
Shriek'd  at  the  found :  with  fiidden  cold  impreft. 
The  mothers  ftrained  their  infants  to  the  breaft. 
And  (hook  with  horror — ^now,  hr  rounds  beg^ 
The  bow  firings  whizzing,  and  the  brazen  i  din 
Of  arms  on  armour  rattling ;  either  van 
Are  mingled  now,  and  man  oppofed  to  man : 
To  guard  his  native  fields  the  one  infpires^ 
And  one  the  raging  luft  of  conquefl  fires : 
Now  with  fixt  teeth,  their  writhing  lips  of  Uue, 
Their  eye-balls  glaring  of  the  purple  hue. 
Each  arm  drains  fwiftefl  to  impel  the  blow^ 
Nor  wounds  they  value  now,  nor  fear  they  know^ 
Their  only  paifion  to  ofiTend  the  foe* 
In  might  and  fury,  like  the  warrior  god^ 
Before  his  troops  the  glorious  Nunio  rode : 
That  land,  the  proud  invaders  claim'd,  he  fbws 
With  their  fpilt  blood,  and  with  their  corfes  fbrews* 
Their  forceful  volleys  now  the  crofs-bows  pour. 
The  clouds  are  darkened  with  the  arrowy  fhower  i 

The 

*  -— —  tbf  hra%€M  din  ■  Homcr  and  Virgil  ha?e^  with  g^cal  art,  g^aduidif 
heightened  the  fury  of  every  battle,  till  the  laft  eflbrts  of  their  genius  were 
laviflied  in  deicribing  the  fiipcrior  prowefs  of  the  hero  in  the  dedfire  aw 
gagement.  Camoens,  in  like  manner,  has  beftowed  his  Qtmoft  attendm 
on  this  his  principal  battle.  The  circumftances  preparatory  to  the  engage- 
ment are  happily  imagined,  and  iblcmnly  cMiduAed,  and  the  faff  of  the 
combat  is  fupported  with  a  poetieal  heat,  and  a  Tariety  of  imagery,  whidi| 
cme  need  not  hefitate  to  affirm,  would  have  done  honour  to  an  ancient 
clafGc 


} 
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The  white  foam  reeking  e'er  their  wavy  mane. 

The  fnorting  coarfers  rage  and  paw  the  plain ; 

Beat  by  their  iron  hoofs,  the  plain  rebounds. 

As  diftant  thunder  through  the  mountains  founds : 

The  ponderous  fpears  crafh,  fplintcring  far  around  ; 

The  horfe  and  horfemen  flounder  on  the  ground ; 

The  ground  groans  with  the  fiiddcn  weight  oppreft. 

And  many  a  buckler  rings  on  many  a  creft. 

"Where  wide  around  the  raging  Nunio's  fword 

With  furious  Iway  the  bravcft  fquadrons  gored. 

The  raging  foes  in  clofer  ranks  advance, 

And  his  own  brothers  (hake  the  hoftile  ^  lance. 

Oh! 

^  AhJ  its  own  irotherx  fiake  the  bojiile  /awr.— The  juft  indignation  with 
which  Camoens  treats  the  kindred  of  the  brave  Nunio  Alvaro  de  Pereyroy  is 
condemned  by  the  French  tnnilator.  ^  Dam  U  futd^  iays  he,  la  Fereyrat 
**  ne  meritwHt  aneunt  fietrijfun^  &Cd— The  Pereyras  defenre  no  (bin  on  their 
«*  memory  for  joining  the  king  of  Caftile,  whoic  title  to  the  crown  of  Por- 
*<  tugal,  was  infinitely  more  jnil  and  iblid  than  that  of  Don  John."  Cafteta, 
however,  is  groOy  miftaken.  Don  Jhn%o  Emriguez,  the  firft  king  of  Portugal^ 
was  elected  by  the  people,  who  had  recovered  their  liberties  at  the  glorious 
battle  of  Onrique.  At  the  eledion,  the  conlUtution  of  the  kingdom  was 
fettled  in  eighteen  (hort  (hitutes,  wherein  it  is  ezprefsly  provided,  that  none 
but  a  Portuguefc  can  be  king  of  Portugal ;  that  if  an  Infanta  marry  a  fo- 
reign prince,  he  fhall  not,  in  her  rig^t,  become  king  of  Portugal :  and  a  new 
election  of  a  king,  in  cafe  of  the  failure  of  the  male  line,  is  by  thcfc  (latutes 
declared  to  be  legal.  By  the  treaty  of  marriage  between  the  king  of  Caf. 
tile  and  Donna  Beatrix,  the  hcirefs  of  Fernando  of  Portugal,  it  was  agreed, 
that  only  their  children  fhonld  fucceed  to  the  Portugnefe  crown  ;  and  that, 
in  caie  the  throne  became  vacant  ere  fuch  children  were  bom,  the  qaeen- 
dowager  Leomra  ihool^  ^em  with  the  title  of  regent.  Thus,  neither  by 
the  original  conftitution,  nor  by  the  treaty  of  maniage,  could  tlie  king  of 
Caftile  iucceed  to  the  throne  of  Portugal.  And  any  prfetcnce  he  might 
Iband  on  the  marriag^-contraA  was  ak«ady  forfeited ;  for  he  caufed  himfeif 
and  his  qncen  to  be  prochumed,  added  Portugal  to  his  titles,  coined  Portu- 
guefc money  with  his  buft,  depoied  the  queen  regent,  and  aftcrw  ards  fcnt 
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Oh !  horrid  fight !  yet  not  the  ties  of  bloody 

Nor  yearning  memory  his  rage  withftood ; 

With  proud  diidain  his  honeft  eyes  behold 

Whoe'er  the  traitor^  who  his  king  has  fold. 

Nor  want  there  others  in  the  hoftile  band 

Who  draw  their  fwords  againft  their  native  land  > 

And  headlong  driven,  by  impious  rage  accurft. 

In  rank  were  ibremoft,  and  in  fight  the  firft. 

So  fons  and  fathers,  by  each  other  fiain, 

With  horrid  flaughtcr  dyed  Pharfalia's  plain. 

Te  dreary  ghofts,  who  now  for  treafons  foul, 

Amidft  the  gloom  of  Stygian  darknefs  howl ; 

Thou  Catiline,  and,  ftern  Sertorius,  tell 

Your  brother  fhades,  and  footh  the  pains  of  heli ; 

With  triumph  tell  them,  fome  of  Lufian  race 

Like  you  have  eam'd  the  traitor's  foul  difgrace^ 

As  waves  on  waves,   the  foes  increafing  weight 
Bears  down  our  foremofi  ranks  and  (hakes  the  fight ; 
Tet  firm  and  undifma/d  great  Nunio  ftands. 
And  braves  the  tumult  of  furrounding  bands. 
So,  from  high  Ceuta's  rocky  mountains  ftray'd. 
The  raging  lion  braves  the  ihepherd's  £bade ; 

The 

her  prifoner  to  Caftile.  The  lawful  heir,  Don  Juan,  the  fon  of  Ine2  de 
Caftro,  was  kept  in  prifbn  by  his  riral  the  kin^  of  Caftile  ;  and,  as  before 
obfenrcd,  a  new  ele£Hon  was,  by  the  original  ftatiUes,  declared  legal  in  cafes 
of  emergency.  Thefe  fa£b,  added  to  the  confideration  of  the  tyranny  of 
the  king  of  Caftile,  and  the  great  fervices  which  Don  John  had  rendered 
his  country,  upon  whom  its  exigence  as  a  kingdom  depended,  fully  vindi- 
cate the  indignation  of  Camdens  againft  the  tnutcrous  Pereyras. 
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The  fhq>herd8  haftening  o'er  the  Tetuan  plain. 
With  fhouts  furround  him,  and  with  fpears  reftrain : 
He  flops,  with  grinning  teeth  his  breath  he  draws. 
Nor  is  it  fear,  but  rage,  that  makes  him  paufe ; 
Hb  threatening  eye-balls  born  with  fparkling  fire. 
And  his  ftem  heart  forbids  him  to  retire : 
Amidft  the  thicknefs  of  the  fpears  he  flings. 
So  midft  his  foes  the  furious  Nunio  fprings : 
The  Lufian  grafs  with  foreign  gore  diftain'd, 
Difjplays  the  carnage  of  the  hero's  hand. 

*<  An  ample  fhield  the  brave  Giraldo  bore, 
*<  Which  from  the  vanquifh'd  Perez'  arm  he  tore ; 
*<  Pierced  through  that  ihield,  cold  death  invades  his  eye, 
**  And  dying  Perez  faw  his  viftor  die. 
<<  Edward  and  Pedro,  emulous  of  fame, 
««  The  fame  their  friendftup,  and  their  youth  the  fame, 
"  Through  the  fierce  Brigians  hew'd  their  bloody  I  way, 
'<  Till  in  a  cold  embrace  the  ftriplings  lay. 
<<  Lopez  and  Vincent  rufh'd  on  glorious  death, 
<«  And  midft  their  flaughter^d  foes  refign'd  their  breath. 
<*  Alonzo  glorying  in  his  youthful  might 
«*  Spurr'd  his  fierce  courier  through  the  flaggering  fight : 
«•  Showcr'd  from  the  dafhing  hoofs  the  fpatter'd  gore 
**  Flies  round ;  but  foon  the  rider  vaunts  no  more: 
<*  Five  Spanifh  fwords  the  murmuring  ghofts  atone, 
«*  Of  five  Caftilians  by  his  arms  o'erthrown. 

««  Transfix'd 

'  Throu^  ibe fierce  Brigiaiu  The  Caftilians,  fo  called  from  one  of 

their  andcnt  kings,iiamed  Brhc,  or  Brigus,  whom  the  monkifh  fabulifts  call 
the  grandibn  of  Noah. 
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«<  Transfix'd  with  three  Iberian  fpefln^  the  gfty, 

<«  The  knightly  lover,  young  Hilario  liy : 

<*  Thoagh,  like  a  rofe^  cut  off  m  opening  faloom, 

«<  The  hero  weeps  not  for  his  early  doom ; 

<<  Yet  trembling  in  his  fwimming  eye  appears  - 

«<  The  pearly  drop,  while  his  pale  cheek  he  rears  ; 

«  To  call  his  loved  Antonia's  name  he  tries, 

«  The  name  half  nttcr'd,  down  he  finks,  and  »  dies." 

Now  through  his  ihatter*d  ranks  the  monarch  ftrode. 
And  now  before  his  rall/d  fquadrons  rode  : 
Brave  Nunio's  danger  from  afar  he  fpies. 
And  inftant  to  his  aid  impetuous  flies. 
So  when  returning  from  the  plundcr'd  folds. 
The  lioncfs  her  emptied  den  beholds, 
Enraged  ftie  ftands,  and  Kftening  to  the  gale. 
She  hears  her  whelps  low  howling  in  the  vale ; 
The  living  fparklcs  flafhing  from  her  eyes, 
To  the  MalTylian  fhepherd-tents  flic  ^  flies ; 
She  groans,  fhe  roars,  and  echoing  far  around 
The  feven  twin-mountains  tremble  at  the  found : 

So 

n  Thcfc  lines,  marked  in  the  text  with  turned  commas,  arc  not  in  the 
common  editions  of  Camdens.  They  confift  of  three  (lanzas  in  the  Por- 
tugueie,  and  are  faid  to  have  been  left  oBt  by  the  aothor  himfelf  in  his  fc- 
cond  edition.  The  tranflator,  however,  as  they  breathe  the  true  fpirit  of 
'  Virgil,  was  willing  to  preferve  them  with  this  acknowledgment.  In  this  he 
has  followed  the  example  of  Caftenu 

■  To  the  MaJfyUanJhepberd  tents — MafTylia,  a  province  of  Numidia,  greatly 
infeOed  with  lions,  particularly  that  part  of  it  called  Osfcte  monies  imraos,  the 
icvcn  brother  mountains. 
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So  raged  the  king^  and  with  a  chofen  train 

He  pours  refiftlefs  o'er  the  heaps  of  (Iain. 

Oh  bold  companions  of  my  toils,  he  cries. 

Our  dear*loved  freedom  on  our  lances  lies; 

Behold  your  friend,  your  monarch,  leads  the  way, 

And  dares  the  thickeft  of  the  iron  fray. 

Say,  ihall  the  Lufian  race  foriake  their  king. 

Where  fpears  infuriate  on  the  bucklers  ring  I 

He  fpoke;  then  four  times  round  his  head  he  whirFd 
His  ponderous  ipear,  and  midft  the  foremoft  hurl'd  i 
Deep  through  the  ranks  the  forceful  weapon  pafl. 
And  many  a  gafping  warrior  ilgh'd  his  ^  laft. 

VOL.  II.  G  With 


•  And  wtany  a  gafpuig  vtarriorJi^*d  bit  iafl^-^ThiSf  whkh  is  alnoft  titeral 
from 

Mmtot  lan^ardo  0  MitimofiJpir*»» 

and  the  preceding  circumftaDce  of  Don  Joiin't  biandifliing  iiis  lance  four 
times 


Efipefatidi  a  kuifa  fuatro  * 

are  truly  poetical,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  Homer.  They  are  omitted,  howerer, 
by  Caftera,  who  fubftitutct  the  following  in  their  place,  ^  HMt^et  d'tm  broj, 
**  ftCrf— He  faid,  and  with  an  arm  whofe  blows  are  inevitable,  he  threw  his 
**  jaTelin  again  (I  the  fierce  Maldonat.  Death  and  the  weapon  wdit  toge- 
*'  ther.  Maldonat  fell,  pierced  with  a  large  womid,  and  his  horfe  tumbled 
**  OTer  him."  Befides  Maldonat,  Cafteni  has,  in  this  battle,  introduced  fe- 
▼eral  other  names  which  have  no  place  in  Camdens.  Carrillo,  Robledo, 
John  of  Lorea,  SaUzar  of  Seville  were  killed,  he  cells  us :  And,  <«  VeUA 
■*  qnes  and  Sanches,  natiTet  of  Toledo,  Galbes,  fumamed  the  Soldier  with- 
**  ont  Fear,  Montanches,  Oropefa^  and  Mondonedo,  all  fix  of  proved  va- 
*  lour,  fell  by  the  hand  of  young  Antony,  qui  parte  dams  U  eombai  wptut 
«  ^tdrtjim  pirns  de  hittear  ^'«v»,  who  brought  to  the  fight  either  more  ad- 

•^drefs 
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With  noble  fliamc  infpired,  and  mounting  rage, 

His  bands  rufli  on,  and  foot  to  foot  engage ; 

Thick  burfting  fparkles  from  the  Hows  afpirc  ; 

Such  flafhes  bbtze,  their  fwords  fecm  dipt  in  'fire; 

The  belts  of  ftccl  and  plates  of  brafs  arc  riven, 

And  wound  for  wound,  and  death  for  death  is  given* 


The  firft  in  h<Miour  of  Sabt  Jago's  ^  band^ 
A  naked  ghoft  now  fought  the  gloomy  (brand  ; 


And 


«  drcfe  or  better  fortune  than  thcfe."  Not  a  word  of  thw  is  In  the  Pbitv- 
gucfc. 

The  fate  of  another  hero  flialL  conclude  the  fpecimens  of  the  manner  of 
Caftera.  The  following  is  literally  tranflated :  **  Guevar,  a  vain  man,  non- 
"  rifted  in  indolence,  ihdned  his  arms  and  face  with  the  blood  of  the  dead 
**  whom  he  found  fbetched  on  the  dafi.  Under  the  cover  of  this  frivolous 
**^  impofhire,  he  pretended  to  pals  himielf  fot  a  formidable  warrior.  He 
*'  pabliflied,  with  a  hig^  voice,  the  immber  of  the  enemies  he  had  thrown  to 
**  the  ground.  Don  Pedro  interrupted  him  with  a  blow  of  hisfabre :  Gne- 
*^  var  loft  his  life ;  his  head,  full  of  fumes  of  a  ridiculous  pride,  bounded 
'*.  far  away  from  his  body,\trhich  remained  defiled  with  its  own  blood;  a  juft 
**  and  terrible  punifliment  for  the  lies  he  had  told.'*  It  is  almoft  unneceflary 
to  add,  that  there  is  not  one  word  of  this  in  the  original. 

y  7%dr /words  fiem  dipt  inJire.'-^ThiS  is  as  literal  as  the  idiom  of 

the  two  languages  would  allow.  Dryden  has  athoaght  like  thtsof  Camdens, 
but  whkh  is  not  in  his  original : 

Thehr  bucklers  clafli ;  thick  blows  delbend  from  high. 
And  flakes  of  fire  from  their  hard  helmets  fly. 

DaTO.  ViRo.  Mm,  xii. 

^  Tbefrf  in  honour  of  St,  Jago's  &ia/.— Grand  mafler  of  the  order  of  St. 
James,  named  Don  Pedro  Nunio.  He  was  not  killed,  however,  in  this  bat' 
tie,  which  was  fought  on  the  pkins  of  Afjuharota^  but  in  that  of  Falverda^ 
which  immediately  followed.  The  reader  may  perhaps  be  furprifedto  find, 
that  every  ibldier  mentioned  in  thcfe  notes  is  a  Don,  a  Lord,  The  following 
piece  of  hiftory  will  account  for  the  number  of  the  Portugacfe  nobles. 
Don  AioHxo  Ennquat^  coont  of  Portugal,  when  ialutcd  king  by  his  army  at 
the  battle  of  Ourique\  in  return,  dignified  every  man  in  his  arqay  with  the 
rank  of  nobility.    Vid.  the  9th  (lat.  of  Lame^o. 


I 
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And  he,  of  Calatxnv^  the  fovereign  Wight, 

Girt  with  whole  troops  his  arm  had  flaia  io  Eighty 

Defcended  murmuriiig  to  the  ihades  of  aaight. 

Blafpheming  heaven,  and  gafh'd  with  many  a  wound 

Brave  Nunio's  rebel  kindred  gnaw'd  the  gxound. 

And  curft  their  fate,  and  dy'd.    Ten  thouiands  more 

Who  held  no  title  and  no  office  bore. 

And  namelefs  nobles  who,  promifizuous  felly 

Appeas'd  that  day  the  foaming  dog  of  hell. 

Now  low  the  proud  Caftilian  ftandard  lies 

Beneath  the  Lufian  flag,  ^  vanquiih'd  prize* 

With  furious  madnefs  fived,  and  i^em  difdain. 

The  fierce  Iberians  to  the  fight  again 

Rufh  headlong;  groans  and  yellings  of  rdefpair 

With  horrid  uproar  rend  the  trembling  air. 

Hot  boils  the  blood,  thirfl  bums,  and  every  breafl 

F^mts,  every  limb  with  £sunty  weight  oppreft 

Slow  now  obeys  the  will's  flem  ire,  and  flow 

From  every  fword  defccnds  the  feeble  blow ; 

G  a  Till 

*       ■  gnans  and yeUit^s  of  rfgfltoV.— The  laft  efforts  of  rage  and  defpair 
are  thus  described  in  Pope's  traoflallon  of  the  fifth  battle  at  the  (hips.  U.  xv. 

Tlnu  vimc/fl^  hone  t6§itgitf  fifurwu*  toot  tbeirjire^ 
Jtf^firceewUtttme  them,  and  no  toil  tmUtirt ; 
At  if  mew  ^gmrfnm  ntwjigbtt  ibey  twit. 
And  the  long  battU  noas  hut  then  kegum, 
Greece  jtf/  mnconqntr'd  At^  ative  tbt  %oar^ 
Soamof  dtatb,  confdmg  mdef^air. 
Troy  inprond  hope*  airoady  view*d  fie  mahtj 
Sfi^  nn§b4be  hU**,  amdrtdwitb  beroesJUam\ 
Likefirengtb  ufeUfrom  hapt  and  from  defpair, 
AndooA  contends  as  bis  tttere  aU  the  «vtf  r . 
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Till  rage  grew  languid,  and  tired  flaughter  found 

No  arm  to  combat,  and  no  breaft  to  wound. 

Now  from  the  field  Caftile's  proud  monarch  •  flies. 

In  wild  difmay  he  rolls  hb  maddening  eyes, 

And  leads  the  pale-lipt  flight :  fwift  wing'd  with  fear. 

As  drifted  fmoke,  at  diftance  difappear 

The  dufty  fquadrons  of  the  fcatter'd  rear ; 

Blafpheming  heaven,  they  fly,  and  him  who  firft 

Forged  murdering  arms,  and  led  to  horrid  wars  accurft. 


} 


The  feflive  days  by  heroes  old  ^  ordain'd 

The  glorious  yiOor  on  the  field  remain*d. 

The 

•  Nwofrom  tbeJieU  CafiiU^t  frond  moMreb  jCte/.— This  tynnt,  whofe  ODJuft 
pretenfions  to  the  crown  of  Portugal  laid  his  own  and  that  kingdom  in 
blood,  was  on*  his  final  defeat  overwhelmed  with  all  the  frenzy  of  grief.  In 
the  night  after  the  deciiive  battle  of  AljtAaratOj  he  fled  upwards  of  thirty 
miles  upon  a  mule.  Don  Lawrence^  archbiftiop  of  Bragay  in  a  letter  written 
in  old  Portuguefe  to  Don  ^afci,  abbot  of  Alcoha^a^  gives  this  aocoont  of  his 
behaviour.  **  0  cwde/iratre  a  me/arfaber  caoreyde  CafielUft  viera  a  Smtarm 
*<  come  bomen  irefvalhdo,  quern  wtaUitxiafeu  vivtr^  e puxava polas  barbas;  e  ah 
**y?,  btm  amigOy  melbor  t  qtu  ofaga  ca  nonfagermolo  tios,  ca  bomem,  quern  Jutu  bat^ 
^  iMt  arrepela  muo  btvor  /aria  das  albeoj.  i.  e.  The  conftable  has  informed 
•*  me  that  he  faw  the  king  of  CaftiJe  at  Santaren,  who  behaved  as  ^mad- 
*«  man,  curfmg  his  exiftence,and  tearing  the  hairs  of  his  beard.  And  in  good 
••  faith,  my  good  friend,  it  is  better  that  he  (hould  do  fo  to  himfclf  than  to 
«  us;  the  man  who  thus  plucks  his  own  beard,  would  be  much  better  pleafed 
•<  to  do  Co  to  others."  The  writer  of  this  letter,  though  a  prelate,  fought 
at  the  battle  of  ji/Ju6aroia,  where  he  received  on  the  fiwe  a  Uige  wound 
from  a  fabrc.  Caftcra  relates  this  anecdote  of  him :  The  flattery  of  a 
fculptor  had  omitted  the  deep  icar :  when  the  archbifliop  i'aw  the  ftatue,  he 
laid  hold  of  an  attendant's  fword,  with  which  he  disfigured  the  face.  I  have 
now,  faid  he,  fupplied  what  it  wanted. 

'  Tbe/fpive  day*  by  beroes  old  ordain  d.-^Ai  a  certain  proof  of  the  viftory,  it 
was  required,  by  the  honour  of  thefe  ages,  that  the  vi^or  fliould  encamp 
three  days  on  the  field  of  battle.    By  this  knight-errantry,  the  advantages 

which 
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The  funeral  rites  and  holy  vows  he  paid : 

Yet  not  the  while  the  reftlefs  Nunio  ftaid ; 

O'er  Tago's  waves  his  gallant  bands  he  led, 

And  humbled  Spain  in  every  province  bled : 

Sevilla's  ftandard  on  his  fpear  he  bore. 

And  Andaluiia's  enfigns  fteept  in  gore. 

Low  in  the  duft  diftreft  Caftilia  moum'd. 

And  bathed  in  tears  each  eye  to  heaven  was  tum'd  j 

The  orphan's,  widow's,  and  the  hoary  fire's } 

And  heaven  relenting  quench'd  the  raging  fires 

Of  mutual  hate :  from  England's  happy  fhore 

The  peaceful  feas  « two  lovely  fifters  bore. 

The  rival  monarchs  to  the  nuptial  bed 

In  joyful  hour  the  royal  virgins  led. 

And 

wUch  oug^C  to  }»▼€  been  poHued,  were  frequently  loft  Don  John,  how- 
erer,  thoogh  he  complied  with  the  reigning  ideas  of  honour,  fent  Don  Nu- 
nio, with  a  proper  army,  to  reap  the  fniits  of  his  vi^ry. 

■  -...^Bw  IwelyJiJUrt  Caftera*s  note  on  this  place  is  literally  thus : 
**  They  were  the  daughters  of  John,  duke  of  Lancafter,  Ton  of  Edward  IV. 
**  of  England,  both  of  great  beauty :  the  eldeft,  named  Catherine,  was  mar- 
*^  ried  to  the  king  of  Cafiile,  the  youngeil,  Ifabel,  to  the  king  of  PortugaL" 
This  is  all  a  midake.  John  of  Portugal,  about  a  year  after  the  battle  of 
A^tAttretaj  manied  Pbilippa,  eldeft  daughter  of  John  of  Gaunf,  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter, fon  of  Edward  III.  who  alGfted  the  king,  his  ibn*in*Iaw,  in  an  irrup- 
tion into  Caftile,  and  at'the  end  of  the  campaign  promUed  to  return  with 
nore  numerous  forces  for  the  next.  But  this  was  prevented  by  the  mar-' 
riage  of  his  youngeft  daughter  Catalitia  with  Don  Henrys  eldeft  ion  of  the 
king  of  Caftile.  The  king  of  Portugal  on  this  entered  Galicia,  and  re- 
duced the  cities  of  Tuy  and  Salvaterra.  A  truce  followed.  While  the  ty- 
rant of  Caftile  meditated  a  new  war,  he  was  killed  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe» 
iuid  leaving  no  i/Tae  by  his  queen  jBm^m,  the  king  of  Portugal's  daughter, 
all  pretentions  to  that  crown  ceaTed.  The  truce  was  now  prolonged  for  fif- 
teen yca^and  though  not  ftriAly  kept,  yet  at  laft^the  influence  of  the 
EngUih  queen  Catalina  prevailed,  and  a  long  peace,  happy  for  both  king- 
doms, enfued. 
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And  holy  peace  afliiaf d  her  blifsfiil  re^. 

Again  the  peafant  jo/d,  the  hudfcape  fmiled  again. 

But  John's  brave  breaft  to  warlike  cares  inured^ 
With  confcious  fhame  the  floth  of  eafe  endured. 
When  not  a  foe  awaked  his  rage  in  Spain 
The  valiant  hero  braved  the  foamy  main ; 
The  firft,  nor  meaneft,  of  our  kings  who  bore 
The  Luiian  thunders  to  the  Afric  fhore. 
O'er  the  wild  wpcs  the  viftdr-banners  flow'd, 
Their  filver  wings  a  thoufand  eagles  fhew'd ; 
And  proudly  fwelling  to  the  whiftling  gales 
'The  feas  were  whitened  with  a  thoufand  fails. 
Beyond  the  cplumns  by  Alcides  placed 
To  bound  the  world,  the  zealous  warrior  paft. 
The  ihrines  of  Hagar's  race,  the  fhrines  of  luft, 
And  moon-crown'd  mofques  lay  fmoaking  in  the  dnft. 
(yer  Abyla's  high  fteep  his  lance  he  raifed. 
On  Ceuta's  lofty  towers  his  ftandard  blazed  : 
Ceuta,  the  refuge  of  the  traitor  v  train. 
His  vafTal  now,  enfures  the  peace  of  Spain. 


But  ah,  how  iboa  the  bkze  of  glory  dies  ! 
Illuftriousw  John  afcends  his  native  Ikies. 


His 


▼  Ceuiaf  tht  refuge  of  the  traitor  froM-^Ceuta  Is  6nt  of  the  (Iroilgdl  guti- 
fons  in  Africa ;  it  lies  almoft  dppdfite  to  Gibraltar,  and  the  pofleffion  of  it 
was  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  l^ortugneft,  daring  their  frequeht  wars 
with  the  Moors.  Before  its  reduction,  it  was  the  afyluA  of  Spanifir  and 
Portuguefe  renegados  and  traitors. 

"^  lUuflrioiu  John  ■  The  chara^er  of  this  great  prince  elalmk  a  place 
in  thefe  notes,  as  it  affords  a  comment  oh  the  entfaufiafhi  of  CattOeas,  who 
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His  gallant  ofispring  prove  thdr  genuine  firain. 
And  added  lands  increafe  tbe  Lufian  rdgn. 

Yet  not  the  firft  of  heroes  Edward  flione ; 
His  happieft  days  long  hours  of  evil  own. 
He  faw,  feduded  from  the  cheerful  day. 
His  fainted  brother  pine  his  years  away. 
O  glorious  ^  youth  in  captive  chains,  to  thee 
What  fuiting  honours  may  thy  land  decree ! 

Thy 

has  made  him  the  hero  of  this  episode.  His  birth,  excellent  education,  and 
mafterly  conduct  when  regent,  have  already  been  mentioned.  The  fame 
jnftice,  prudence,  and  herotfm  always  accompanied  him  when  king.  He  had 
the  art  to  join  the  moft  winning  affability  with  all  the  manly  dignity  of  the 
icwrere^.  To  thofe  who  were  his  friends,  when  a  private  man,  he  was  par- 
ticalarly  attentive.  His  nobility  dined  at  his  table,  he  frequently  made 
▼iTits  to  them,  and  introdnced  among  them  the  tafVe  for,  and  the  love  of 
letters.  As  he  felt  the  advantages  of  education,  he  took  the  ntmoft  care 
of  that  of  his  children.  He  had  many  fims,  and  he  himfelf  often  inftru^ted 
them  in  iblid  and  ufeful  knowledge,  and  was  amply  repaid.  He  lived  to 
fee  them  men,  men  of  parts  and  of  action,  vi^ofe  only  emulation  was  to 
ihew  affedion  to  his  perfbn,  and  to  fupport  his  adminiftration  by  their  great 
abilities.  One  of  his  ions,  Don  Henry,  duke  of  yifio^  was  that  great  prince, 
whofe  ardent  pailion  for  maritime  aiTurSygave  birth  to  all  the  modem  im- 
provements in  navigation.  The  clergy,  who  had  difturbed  almoft  erery 
other  reign,  were  fo  convinced  of  the  wifdom  of  his,  that  they  confefled  he 
ought  to  be  fiipported  out  of  the  treafures  of  the  church,  and  granted  him 
the  church  plate  to  be  coined.  When  the  pope  ordered  a  rigorous  enquiry 
to  be  made  into  his  having  brought  ecdefiadics  before  lay  tribunals,  the 
clergy  had  the  lingular  honcfty  to  defert  what  was  ftilec)  the  church  immu- 
nities, and  to  own  that  julHce  had  been  impartially  adminiftercd.  He  died 
in  the  feventy-fixth  year  of  his  age,  and  in  the  forty-eighth  of  his  reign. 
His  affedion  to  his  queen  PBiUfifa  made  him  fond  of  the  Engliib,  wliole 
friendihip  he  cultivated,  and  by'whom  he  was  frequently  aflifted. 

^  0  glorious  yMtb  CamOens,  in  this  inftance,  has  laifed  the  character 
of  one  brother  at  the  other's  expence,  togive  his  poem  an  air  of  (blemnity. 
The  liege  of  Tangier  was  propofed  in  council.    The  kiog*s  brothers  differed 

in 
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Thy  nation  proffer'd,  and  the  foe  with  joy 

For  Ceuta's  towers  prepared  to  yield  the  boy ; 

The  princely  hoftage  pobly  fpurns  the  thought 

Of  freedom  and  of  life  fo  dearly  bought. 

The 

in  their  opinions :  that  of  Don  Fernand,  tho*  a  knight-ernuit  adventure, 
\7as  approved  of  by  the  young  nobility.  The  infants  Henry  and  Fernanda 
Et  the  head  of  7000  men,  laid  fiege  to  Tangier,  and  were  funounded  by  a 
numerous  army  of  Moors,  as  fome  writers  fay,  of  fix  hundred  thouiand.  On 
condition  that  the  Portuguefe  fliould  be  allowed  to  return  home,  the  in- 
fants promifed  to  reftore  Ceuta.  The  Moors  gladly  accepted  of  the  terms, 
but  demanded  one  of  the  infants  as  an  hoftage.  Fernand  ofTered'tiimfelf, 
and  was  left.  The  king  was  wilUhg  to  comply  with  the  terms  td  relieve 
his  brother,  but  the  court  confidered  the  value  of  Ceuta,  and  would  not 
conf^nt.  The  pope  alfo  interpofed  his  authority,  that  CeuU  flioold  be  kept 
as  a  check  on  tlie  infidels,  and  propofed  to  raife  a  crufade  for  the  delivery 
of  Fernand.  In  the  meanwhile.  Urge  oiTen  were  made  for  his  liberty. 
Thcfe  were  reje^ed  by  the  Moors,  who  would  accept  of  nothing  but  Ceuta, 
whofe  vaft  importance  was  fuperior  to  any  ranibra.  When  negodation 
failed,  king  Edward  afifcmbled  a  Urge  army  to  eSe€t  his  brother's  releaie ; 
but  juft  as  he  was  fetting  out,  he  wasfeized  with  the  plague,  and  died,  leav- 
ing orders  with  his  queen  to  deliver  up  Ceuta  for  the  releaie  of  his  brother. 
This,  however,  was  never  performed.  Don  Fernand  remained  with  the 
Moors  till  his  death.  The  magnanimity  of  his  behaviour  gained  him  their 
efteem  and  admiration ;  nor  is  there  good  proof  that  he  received  any  extra- 
ordinary rigorous  treatment ;  the  contrary  is  rather  to  be  inferred  from  the 
romantic  notions  of  military  honour,  which  then  prevailed  among  the 
Moors.  Some,  however,  whom  Caftera  follows,  make  his  fufferings  little 
inferior  to  thofe,  without  proof  likewife,  afcribed  to  Regulus.  Don  Fer- 
nand is  to  this  day  efteemed  as  a  faint  and  martyr  in  Portugal,  and  his  me- 
mory is  commemorated  on  the  fifth  of  June.  Kbg  Edward  reigned  only 
five  years  and  a  month.  He  was  the  moft  eloquent  man  in  his  dominbns* 
fpoke  and  wrote  Latin  elegantly,  was  author  of  feveral  books,  one  on  hoHe- 
manfhip,  in  which  art  he  excelled.  He  was  brave  in  the  field,  a£tive  in  bu- 
fineis,  and  rendered  his  country  infinite  fervice  by  reducing  the  Uws  to  a 
regular  code.  He  was  knight  of  the  order  of  the  garter,  which  honour  was 
conferred  upon  him  by  his  coufin  Henry  X,  of  England.  In  one  inftance. 
he  gave  great  offence  to  the  fuperftitious  populace.  He  defpiied  the  advice 
of  a  Jew  aftrologer,  who  entreated  him  to  delay  his  coronation,  becauie  the 
ftars  that  day  were  unfavourable.  To  this  the  misfortune  of  the  army  at 
T^gier  was  afcribed,  and  the  people  were  always  on  the  alarm  while  he 
lived,  as  if  fome  terrible  difaftcr  impended  over  them. 
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The  r2ffng  vengeance  of  the  Moors  defies, 

Gives  to  the  clankmg  chains  his  limbs,  and  dies 

A  dreary  prifon  death.    Let  noify  fame 

No  more  unequalPd  hold  her  Codrus'  name  ; 

Her  Regulus,  her  Curtius  boaft  no  more. 

Nor  thofe  the  honour'd  Decian  name  who  bore. 

The  fplendor  of  a  court,  to  them  unknown. 

Exchanged  for  deathful  fate's  moft  awful  frown. 

To  diftant  times  through  every  land  fhall  blaze 

The  felf-devoted  Lufian's  nobler  praife. 

Now  to  the  tomb  the  haplefs  king  defcends. 
His  fon  Alonzo  brighter  fate  attends. 
Alonzo !  dear  to  Luius'  race  the  name ; 
Nor  his  the  meaneft  in  the  rolk  of  fame. 
His  might  refiftlefs  proftrate  Afric  own'd. 
Beneath  his  yoke  the  Mauritinians  groan'd. 
And  ftill  they  groan  beneath  the  Lufian  fway. 
rTwas  his  in  vidor  pomp  to  bear  away 
The  golden  apples  from  Hefperia's  fhore. 
Which  but  the  fon  of  Jove  had  fnatch'd  before. 
The  palm  and  laurel  round  his  tempks  bound, 
Difplay'd  his  triumphs  on  the  Moorifh  ground  ^ 
When  proud  Arzilla's  flrength,  Alcazer's  towers. 
And  Tingia,  boaflful  of  her  numerous  powers. 
Beheld  their  adamantine  walls  overturned, 
Their  ramparts  levelled,  and  their  temples  bum'd. 
Great  was  the  day :  the  meaneft  fword  that  fought 

Beneath  the  Lufian  flag  fuch  wonders  wrought 

As 
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As  from  the  mufe  iDi|^t  chaUenge  eodlefi  fiune^ 
Though  low  their  ftation^  tnd  untold  their  name» 

Now  ftung  urith  wild  ambitioa's  madning  firesi 
To  proud  Caftilia's  throne  the  king  7  afpires. 
The  lord  of  Arragon>  from  Cadiz^  walls^ 
And  hoar  Pyrene's  fides  his  lemons  calk ; 
The  numerous  legions  to  his  ftandards  throng. 
And  war,  with  horrid  ftrides,  now  ftalks  along. 
With  emulation  fired,  the  *  prince  beheld 
His  warlike  fire  ambitious  of  the  field; 
Scomfid  of  cafe,  to  aid  his  arms  he  fped. 
Nor  fped  in  vain :  The  ragmg  combat  Ued ; 
Alonzo's  ranks  with  carnage  gored,  difinay 
Spread  her  cold  wings,  and  fhook  his  firm  array; 
To  flight  fhe  hurried  ;  while  with  brow  ferene 
The  martial  boy  beheld  the  deathful  fcene. 
With  curving  movement  o'er  the  field  he  rode, 
Th*  oppofing  troops  his  wheeling  (qnadrons  mow'd  : 
The  purple  dawn  and  evening  fun  beheld 
His  tents  encampt  aflert  the  conquered  field. 
Thus  when  the  ghoft  of  Julius  hovcr'd  o'er 
Philippics  plain,  appeafed  with  Roman  gore. 

Ofttvius* 

y  To  proud  Cajitliai  tbiwu  the  MUg  <5^ir«.— When  Henry  IV.  of  Caftile  died, 
he  declared  that  the  infanta  J^Muta  was  his  hetrefsiin  preference  to  his  fifter. 
Donna  Ifabetta,  married  to  Don  Ferdinand,  fon  to  the  king  of  Arragon.  In 
hopes  to  attam  the  kingdom  of  Caftile,  Don  Alonzo,  king  of  Portngal,  ob* 
tamed  a  dxfpeniation  from  the  pope  to  marry  his  niece.  Donna  Jmum;  but 
after  a  bloody  war,  the  ambitious  views  of  Alonzo  and  his  courtierB  were  de- 
feated. 

•  The  prince  of  Portugal. 
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OaaviusMepom  left  the  fi^  in  flight. 
While  ha|>fnef  Marcus  trhimph'd  in  the  fi^^t. 

When  endkfs  nig^t  had  fcaPd  his  mortal  eyes, 
And  bran^  Alonsso's  fj^t  iba^  the  ikies. 
The  iecond  of  the  name,  the  Yaliant  John, 
Our  thirteendl  monarch,  now  alcends  the  throne* 
To  feize  immortal  £une,  his  mighty  mind. 
What  man  had  never  dared  before,  defign'd  i 
That  glorious  labour  trhich  I  now  purfue. 
Through  Teas  unfail'd  to  find  the  £horcs  that  view 
The  day-ftar,  rifing  from  his  watery  bed. 
The  firft  grey  beams  of  in£utt  morning  ihe4« 
SeleAed  mefieogers  his  will  obey; 

Through  Spsun  and  France  they  hold  then: tent'rons  way: 
Through  Italy  they  reach  the  port  that  gave 
The  fair  •  Farthenope  an  honoured  grave } 
That  fhore  which  oft  has  feh  the  fervile  chain. 
But  now  fmiles  happy  in  the  care  of  Spain. 
Now  from  the  port  the  brave  adventurers  bore. 
And  cut  the  billows  of  the  Rhodlan  (hore  ; 
Now  reach  the  ftrand  where  noble  Pompey  *  bled } 
And  now,  repaired  with  reft,  to  Memphis  fped ; 
And  now,  afcending  by  the  vales  of  Nile, 
Whofc  Waves  pour  fatnefs  o*er  the  grateful  foil, 

Through 

*-^>—  Pmrihmfe^'^^wu  otkt  of  the  fytctif .  Enraged  beouife flie  could 
not aJlure Ulyflcf,  (he threw  herielf  into  theiea.  Her  corpie  tru  throim 
aflxnc,  and  buried  where  Naples  now  ftsnds. 

•  wberi  mUi  Pm^  kUd^^Th^  coaft  of  Alemidria. 
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ThroQgh  Ethiopia's  peaceful  dales  they  ftray'd. 

Where  their  glad  eyes  Meffiah's  rites  ^  furvey*d : 

And  now  they  pafs  the  famed  Arabian  flood, 

Whofe  waves  of  old  in  wondrous  ridges  ftood. 

While  Ifrael's  favoured  race  the  fable  bottom  trode : 

Behind  them  gliftening  to  the  morning  ikies. 

The  mountains  named  from  Izmael's  offipring  *  rife  ; 

Now  round  their  fleps  the  Ueft  Arabia  fpreads 

Her  groves  of  odour,  and  her  balmy  meads. 

And  every  breaft,  infpired  with  glee,  inhales 

The  gratefid  fragrance  of  Sabaea's  gales : 

Now  paft  the  Periian  gulph  their  route  afcends 

Where  Tygris  wave  with  proud  Euphrates  blends ; 

niuftrious  ftreams,  where  flill  the  native  fhews 

Where  Babel's  haughty  tower  unfinifh'd  rofe : 

From  thence  through  climes  unknown,  their  daring  courfe 

Beyond  where  Trajan  forced  his  way,  they  ^  force ; 

Carmanian  hordes,  and  Indian  tribes  they  faw. 

And  many  a  barbarous  rite,  and  many  a  law 

Their  fearch  explored ;  but  to  their  native  fhore, 

Enrich'd  with  knowledge,  they  retum'd  no  more. 

The 

*  Mejial\  rkafMrwy'd.'^Among  the  Chriftians  of  Prglfcr  Jabm^  or 
AbyiCnia. 

*  Tb€  meuMhutu  namti  frmm  Ismaets  ogsprmg        The  Nabathean  moun- 
tains ;  ib  named  from  Nabaoth,  the  fon  of  Iftimael. 

'  BeymtiMobtre  Trajam  The  emperor  Trajan  extended  the  bounds  of 

the  Roman  empire  in  the  eaft,  far  beyond  any  of  his  predeceflbrs.  His 
eonquefts  reached  to  the  rirer  Tigris,  near  which  ftood  the  city  of  .Ctefiphon, 
which  he  fobdued.  The  Roman  hiflorians  boailed  that  India  was  entirely 
conquered  by  him;  but  they  oouid  only  mean  Arabia  Ftelix.  Vid.  Dion. 
Ca(r.  Ettfeb.  Chron.  p.  ao6. 
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The  glad  completion  of  the  fates'  decree^ 

Sand  heaven  referved,  Emmanuel^  for  thee. 

The  crown^  and  lugh  ambition  of  thy  ^  fires. 

To  thee  delcending,  waked  thy  latent  fires  $ 

And  to  command  the  fea  from  pole  to  pole. 

With  reftlefs  wifh  inflamed  thy  mighty  foul. 

Now  from  the  Iky  the  facred  light  withdrawn. 
O'er  heaven's  clear  azure  fhone  the  ftars  of  dawn. 
Deep  filence  fpread  her  gloomy  wings  around. 
And  human  griefe  were  wrapt  in  fleep  profound. 
The  monarch  flumber'd  on  his  golden  bed, 
Tet  anjuous  cares  pofleft  his  thoughtful  head  ^ 
His  generous  foul,  intent  on  public  good. 
The  glorious  duties  of  his  birth  review'd. 
When  fent  by  heaven  a  facred  dream  infpired 
His  labouring  mind,  and  with  its  radiance  fired  : 
High  to  the  clouds  his  towering  head  was  rear'd. 
New  worlds,  and  nations  fierce  and  ftrange,  appear'd  \ 
The  purple  dawning  o'er  the  mountains  flow'd, 
The  foreft-boughs  with  yeUow  fplendor  glow'd  ; 
High  from  the  fteep  two  copious  glaily  ftreams 
Roll'd  down,  and  glitter'd  in  the  morning  beams. 
Here  various  monfters  of  the  wild  were  feen. 
And  birds  of  plumage,  azure,  fcarlet,  green : 
Here  various  herbs,  and  flowers  of  various  bloom  ^ 
There  black  as  night  the  foreft's  horrid  gloom, 

AVhofe 

•  Tie  crottrn^  and  high  amhUhit  rf  thyJhvt^^Emvn2n}itl  was  coafin  to  the 
late  king  John  U.  and  grandfon  to  king  Edward,  Ton  of  John  I. 
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Whofe  fhaggy  brakes,  by  human  ftep  untrod, 

Darken'd  the  glaring  lion's  dread  abode. 

Here  as  the  monarch  fix'd  his  wondering  eyeS| 

Two  hoary  Withers  firom  the  ftreams  arifis ; 

Their  afpeft  ruftic,  yet  a  reverend  grace 

Appeared  majeftic  on  their  wrinkled  face : 

Their  tawny  beards  uncomb'd,  and  fweepy  long, 

Adown  their  knees  in  fhaggy  ringlets  hung ; 

From  every  lock  the  cryftal  drops  diftil. 

And  bathe  their  limbs  as  in  a  trickling  rill  i 

Gay  wreaths  of  flowers,  of  Iruitage,  and  of  bovghs, 

Namelels  in  Europe,  crown'd  dieir  furrowed  brows. 

Bent  o'er  his  ftaff,  more  filver'd  o'er  with  years, 

Worn  with  a  longer  way,  the  one  appears ; 

Who  now  flow  beckoning  with  his  wither'd  hand. 

As  now  advanced  before  the  king  they  ftand  ; 

O  thouy  whom  wcM'kls  to  Europe  yet  unknown. 
Are  doom'd  to  yield,  and  dignify  thy  crown; 
To  thee  our  golden  fhores  the  fates  decree ; 
Our  necks,  unbow'd  before,  fhall  bend  to  thee. 
Wide  through  the  world  refounds  our  wealthy  feme ; 
Hafte,  fpeed  thy  prows,  that  feted  wealth  to  claim. 
From  Paradife  my  hallowed  waters  fpring ; 
The  facrcd  Ganges  I,  my  brother  king 
Th'  ilkiftrious  author  of  the  Indian  name  : 
Tet  toil  fhall  languiih,  and  the  fight  fball  flame ; 
Our  faircft  lawns  with  ftreaming  gore  fhall  fmoke. 
Ere  yet  our  fhoulders  bend  beneath  the  yoke ; 

But 
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But  thou  (halt  conquer :  all  thine  ejes  furvey^ 
With  all  our  various  tribes,  fliall  own  thy  fway. 

He  fpoke ;  and  melting  in  a  iilvery  fiream 
Both  difappear^d  $  when  waking  froni  his  dream. 
The  wondering  monarch  thrilf  d  with  awe  divine. 
Weighs  in  his  lofty  thoughts  the  facred  fign* 

Now  morning  burfiing  from  the  eaftem  Iky 
Spreads  o'er  the  clouds  die  blufhing  rofe's  dye ; 
The  nations  wake,  and  at  the  fovereign's  call 
The  Lufian  nobles  crowd  the  palace  hall. 
The  vifion  of  his  fleep  the  monarch  tells ; 
Each  heaving  breaft  with  joyful  wonder  fwelli : 
Fulfil,  they  cry,  the  facred  fign  obey. 
And  fpread  the  canvafs  for  the  Indian  iea. 
Inftant  my  looks  with  troubled  ardour  bum'd. 
When  keen  on  me  his  eyes  the  monarch  turn'd : 
What  he  beheld  I  know  not ;  but  I  know. 
Big  fwell'd  my  boibm  with  a  prophet's  glow : 
And  long  my  mind,  ^th  wondrous  bodings  fired. 
Had  to  the  glorious  dreadful  toil  afpired : 
Tet  to  the  king,  whatever  my  looks  betrayed. 
My  looks  the  omen  of  fuccefs  difplayed. 
When  with  that  fweetnefs  in  his  mien  expreft. 
Which  unrefifted  wins  the  generous  breaft. 
Great  are  the  dangers,  great  the  toils,  he  cried, 
Ere  glorious  honours  crown  the  viftor's  pride. 

If 
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If  in  the  glorious  ftrife  the  hero  faU, 
He  proves  no  danger  could  his  foul  appall ; 
And  but  to  dare  fo  great  a  toil^  (hall  raife 
Each  age's  wonder,  and  immortal  pradfe. 
For  thb  dread  toil  new  oceans  to  explore, 
To  fpread  the  fail  where  fail  ne'er  flow'd  before. 
For  this  dread  labour,  to  your  valour  due. 
From  all  your  peers  I  name,  O  Vasco,  you. 
Dread  as  it  is,  yet  light  the  taik  fhall  be 
To  you,  my  Gam  a,  as  pcrform'd  for  me.     ■ 
My  heart  could  bear  no  more— «-^  Let  fkies  on  fire. 
Let  frozen  feas,  let  horrid  war  confpire, 
^  dare  them  aU,  I  cried,  and  but  repine 
That  one  poor  life  is  all  I  can  refign. 
Did  to  my  lot  Alcides'  labours  Fall, 
For  you  my  joyful  heart  would  dare  them  all ; 
The  ghaftly  realms  of  death  could  man  invade. 
For  you  my  fteps  fliould  trace  the  ghaftly  fhade« 

While  thus  with  loyal  zeal  my  bofom  fwell'd. 
That  panting  zeal  my  prince  with  joy  beheld : 
Honoured  with  gifts  I  ftood,  but  honoured  more 
By  that  efteem  my  joyful  fovereign  bore. 
That  generous  praife  which  fires  the  foul  of  worth, 
And  gives  new  virtues  unexpeAed  birth. 
That  praife  even  now  my  heaving  bofom  fires, 
^  Inflames  my  courage,  and  each  wifh  inijpires. 

Moved 
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Moved  by  affeftion,  and  allured  by  fame, 
A  gallant  youth,  who  bore  the  deareft  name, 
Paulus  my  brother,  boldly  fued  to  fhare 
My  toik,  my  dangers,  and  my  fate  in  war  ; 
And  brave  O>ello  urged  the  hero's  claim 
To  dare  each  hardfhip,  and  to  join  our  fame : 
For  glory  both  with  reftlefs  ardour  burn'd. 
And  filken  eafe  for  horrid  danger  fpum'd ; 
Alike  renown'd  in  council  or  in  field. 
The  fnare  to  baffle,  or  the  fword  to  wield. 
Through  Lifboa's  youth  the  kindling  ardour  ran, 
And  bold  ambition  thrilFd  from  man  to  man  ; 
And  each  the  meaneft  of  the  venturous  band 
With  gifts  flood  honoured  by  the  fovereign's  hand. 
Heavens  !  what  a  fury  fwell'd  each  warrior's  breaft. 
When  each,  in  turn,   the  fmiling  king  addreft  ! 
Fired  by  his  words  the  direft  toils  they  fcom'd. 
And  with  the  horrid  luft  of  danger  fiercely  burn'd. 

With  fuch  bold  rage  the  youth  of  Mynia  glow'd. 
When  the  firft  keel  the  Euxine  furges  plow'd  ; 
When  bravely  venturous  for  the  golden  fleece 
Gracious  Argo  fail'd  from  wondering '  Greece. 
Where  Tago's  yellow  ftream  the  harbour  laves. 
And  flowly  mingles  with  the  ocean  waves, 

VOL.  II.  H  In 

*Orailoiu  Argo  ^*  According  to  fable,  the  Tcflel  of  the  Argonauts 
«  fpoke  and  prophcfied.  The  ancients,  1  fuppofe,  by  this  meant  to  infinu- 
**  ate,  that  thofe  who  truft  their  lives  to  the  caprice  of  the  waves,  have  need 
«*  of  a  penetrating  forcfight,  that  they  may  not  be  furprifcd  by  fudden  tcm- 
«  pefts."     Cajltra, 
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In  warlike  pride  my  gallant  navy  rode^ 

And  proudly  o'er  the  beach  my  foldiers  flrode. 

SaHors  and  land-men  marfhall'd  o'er  the  ftrand> 

In  garbs  of  various  hue  around  me  ftand^ 

Each  earned  firft  to  plight  the  facred  vow. 

Oceans  unknown  and  gulphs  untry'd  to  plow : 

Then  turning  to  the  fhips  their  fparkling  eyes, 

With  joy  they  heard  the  breathing  ^nds  arile ; 

Elate  with  joy  beheld  the  flapping  fail^ 

And  purple  ftandards  floating  on  the  gale; 

While  each  prefaged  that  great  as  Argo's  famp, 

Our  fleet  fliould  give  fome  ftarry  band  a  name. 

Where  foaming  on  the  fliore  the  tide  appears, 
A  facred  fane  its  hoary  arches  rears : 
Dim  o'er  the  fea  the  evening  fliades  defcend. 
And  at  the  holy  flirine  devout  we  bend : 
There,  while  the  tapers  o'er  the  altar  blaze, 
Our  prayers  and  eameft  vows  to  heaven  we  raife. 
^«  Safe  through  the  deep,  where  every  yawning  wave 
^«  Still  to  the  Tailor's  eye  difplays  his  grave ; 
"  Through  howling  tempefts,  and  through  gulphs  untry'd, 
««  O  !  mighty  God  !  be  thou  our  watchful  guide." 
While  kneeling  thus  before  the  facred  (hrine, 
In  holy  faith's  moft  folemn  rite  we  join, 
Oqr  peace  with  heaven  the  bread  of  peace  confirms, 
And  meek  contrition  every  bofom  warms  : 
Sudden  the  lights  extinguifh'd^  all  around 

Dread 
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Dread  filence  reigns,  and  midnight  gloom  profound ; 
A  facred  horror  pants  on  every  breath. 
And  each  firm  breaft  devotes  itfelf  to  death. 
An  ofifer'd  facrifice,  iwom  to  obey 
My  nod,  and  follow  where  I  lead  the  way. 
Now  proftrate  round  the  hallow'd  flirine  we  i  lie. 
Till  rofy  mom  befpreads  the  eaftem  £ky ; 
Then,  breathing  fixt  refolves,  my  daring  mates 
March  to  the  ihips,  while  poured  from  Lilboa's  gates, 
Thoulands  on  thoufands  crowding,  prefs  along, 
A  woeful,  weeping,  melancholy  throng. 
A  thoufand  white-robed  priefts  our  fteps  attend. 
And  prayers,  and  holy  vows  to  heaven  afcend. 
A  foene  fo  folemn,  and  the  tender  woe 
Of  parting  friends,  conftrained  my  tears  to  flow. 
To  weigh  our  anchors  from  our  native  fhore— 
To  dare  new  oceans  never  dared  before — 
Perhaps  to  fee  my  native  coaft  no  more- 
Forgive,  O  king,  if  as  a  man  I  feel, 
I  bear  no  bofom  of  obdurate  fteel — 

H  2  (The 

*  N&wtpr^raU  rottni  the  hallotudfiruu  we  /i^.— This  folemn  fccnc  IS  accord- 
ing to  liiftory :  Aberat  Olyfippone  prope  littus  quatuor  pafliinm  miilia 
templam  (and  religiorun]  et  ian^hun  ab  Henrico  in  bonorem  iandiffiinc  f  ii^ 

^is  edificatum In  id  Gama  pridie  iiiios  diei,  quo  erat  na- 

Tem  confcenfnnit,  fe  recq>it,  ut  no^em  cum  religiofis  hominibus  qui  in 
sdibuc  tcmplo  conjun^iis  habitabant,  in  precibut  et  Totis  oonfumeret.  Se- 
quent! die  cum  multi  non  illius  tantum  gratia,  (ed  aiiorum  etiam,  qui  iili 
eonutes  erant,-  conreniflent,  fuit  ab  omnibus  in  icaphis  dedu^s.  Neqae 
iblikm  homines  religioii,  fed  reliqui  omnes  voce  maxima  com  laciymis  a  Deo 
precabantur,  nt  bend  Be  profperi  ilia  tam  periculoia  nayigatio  omnibus  evo- 
niret,  dc  nniverfi  re  beni  gefta  incolumes  in  patriam  redircnt. 

718724  A 
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(The  godlike  hero  here  fiippreft  the  figh^ 

And  wiped  the  tear*drop  from  his  manly  eye ; 

Then  thus  refuming— )  All  the  peopled  fliore 

An  awful,  filent  look  of  anguiih  wore ; 

AfieAioni  friendOiip,   all  the  kindred  ties 

Of  fpoufe  and  parent  languifliM  in  their  eyes : 

As  men  they  never  (hould  again  behold^ 

Self-offcr'd  viftims  to  deftruftion  fold. 

On  us  they  fixt  the  eager  look  of  woe. 

While  tears  o'er  every  cheek  began  to  flow ; 

When  thus  aloud,  Alas !  my  fon,  my  fon. 

An  hoary  fire  exclaims !   Oh,  whither  run. 

My  heart's  fole  joy,  my  trembling  age's  ftay. 

To  yield  thy  limbs  the  dread  fea-monfter's  prey  ! 

To  feek  thy  burial  in  the  raging  wave. 

And  leave  me  cheerlefs  finking  to  the  grave  I 

Was  it  for  this  I  watch'd  thy  tender  years, 

And  bore  each  fever  of  a  father's  fears ! 

Alas !  my  boy  ! — ^His  voice  is  heard  no  more, 

The  female  ihriek  refounds  along  the  fhore : 

With  hair  difhevell'd,  through  the  yielding  crowd 

A  lovely  bride  fprings  on,   and  fcreams  aloud ; 

Oh  !  where,  my  hufband,  where  to  feas  unknown. 

Where  would'ft  thou  fly  me,  and  my  love  difown  ! 

And  wilt  thou,  cruel,  to  the  deep  confign 

That  valued  life,  the  joy,  the  foul  of  mine : 

And  muO:  our  loves,  and  all  the  kindred  train 

Of  rapt  endearments,  all  expire  in  vain ! 

All 
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All  the  dear  tranfports  of  the  warm  embrace, 
When  mutual  love  infpired  each  raptured  face  i 
Muft  all,  alas  I   be  fcatter'd  m  the  wind, 
Nor  thou  beftow  one  lingering  look  behind  ! 

Such  the  lorn  parents'  and  the  fpoufes'  woes. 
Such  o'er  the  ftrand  the  voice  of  wailing  rofe ; 
From  bread  to  breaft  the  foft  contagion  crept. 
Moved  by  the  woeful  found  the  children  wept ; 
The  mountain  echoes  catch  the  big-fwoln  iighs. 
And  through  the  dales  prolong  the  matron's  cries ; 
The  yellow  fands  with  tears  are  iSlver'd  o'er. 
Our  fate  the  mountains  and  the  beach  deplore. 

TTet  firm  we  march,  nor  turn  one  glance  afide 

On  hoary  parent,  or  on  lovely  bride. 

X'hough  glory  fired  our  hearts,   too  well  we  knew 

What  foft  afieAion  and  what  love  could  do. 

The  laft  embrace  the  braveft  worfl  can  bear  : 

The  bitter  yearnings  of  the  parting  tear 

Sullen  jj^liun,  unable  to  fuftain 

raflion  of  fuch  tender  pain, 

lofty  decks  prepared  we  ftand, 
3i»  o'er  the  crowd  that  vcil'd  the  frrand, 
4;ure  fixt  each  wondering  eye, 
I  [X  thrice  he  waved  his  hand  on  high. 

And 


iftin  is  peribciff^  tie  zr,r  j^jt  x 
r  the  JEaft  Irr.rVt  i^  ^.le  iiiii-u-  -t 
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And  thrice  his  hoary  curk  he  ftemly  fhook. 
While  grief  and  anger  mingled  in  his  look } 
Then  to  its  height  his  foultering  voice  he  reared. 
And  tliroagh  the  fleet  thefe  awful  words  were  heard: 

O  frantic  thirft  of  honour  and  of  fame. 
The  crowd's  blind  tribute,  a  fallacious  name ; 

What 


ocean,  for  abont  etg|bty  years,  had  been  the  faTOurite  topic  of  com]>laiat; 
and  nerer  was  any  meaiiire  of  goTemment  more  unpopular  than  the  expe* 
dhion  of  Gama.    Emmanuel's  conncil  were  almoft  unanimous  agiainft  the 
attempt*    Some  dreaded  the  introduction  of  wealth,  and  its  attenduKs, 
luxury  and  effeminacy ;  while  others  affirmed,  that  no  adequate  advantages 
could  arife  from  fo  perilous  and  remote  a  navigation.    Others,  with  a  fore- 
fight  peculiar  to  politicians,  were  alarmed,  left  the  Egyptian  fultan,  who  was 
powerful  in  the  eaft,  ihould  lignify  his  difpleafure ;  and  others  foreiaw,  that 
fuccefs  would  combine  all  the  princes  of  Chriftendom  in  a  league  for  the 
deftruAion  of  Portugal.    In  Oiort,  if  gbiy,  intereft,  or  the  propagation  of 
the  gofpel,  were  dcfired,  Africa  and  Ethiopia,  they  faid,  afforded  both  nearer 
and  more  advantageous  fields.     The  exprefllons  of  the  thou&nds  who 
crowded  the  (bore  when  Gama  g^ve  his  iails  to  the  wind,  are  thus  expre(&d 
by  Oforius,  from  whom  the  above  fa£ls  are  feleAed :— A  multis  tamen  in- 
terim is  fletus  atque  lamentatio  fiebat,  ut  funus  efferre  viderentur.  Sic  enim 
dicebant :  En  quo  mifcros  mortales  provexit  cupiditas  et  ambitio?  Potuitne 
gravius  fupplicium  hominibus  iflis  conftitui,  fi  in  ie  fceleftum  aliquod  facinus 
adminflent?  Eft  enim  iilis  immcnfi  maris  long^tudo  peragranda,  fluOus 
immanes  difficillima  navigatione  fupcrandi,  vitx  difcrimen  in  lods  infinitis 
obeundum.    Non  fuit  mult6  tolerabilius,  in  terra  quovis  genere  mortis  ab- 
fumi,  quam  tam  procnl  a  patrta  marinis  flu£tibus  fepciiri.    Haec  et  alia 
multa  in  banc  fententiam  dicebant,  dim  omnia  mult6  triftiora  fingere  pre 
metu  cogerentur.— The  tender  emotion  and  fixed  reiblution  of  Gama,  and 
the  eameft  paflion  of  the  multitudes  on  the  ftiore,  are  thus  added  by  the 
£une  venerable  hiftorian :  Gama  tamen  quamvis  lacrymas  luorum  defiderio 
funderet,  rei  tamen  bcn^  gerenda;  fiducia  confirmatus,  alacritcr  in  navem 

fauftis  omnibus  confcendit Qui  in  littore  confiftebant,  oon 

prius  abfccdtrc  volucrunt,  quam  naves  vento  fecundo  plcniiUmis  vdis  ab 
omnium  confpe^  remotx  Tunt. 
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What  ftings,  what  plagues,  what  fecret  fcourges  curft. 

Torment  thofe  bofbms  where  thy  pride  is  nurft ! 

What  dangers  threaten,  and  what  deaths  deftroy 

The  haplefs  youth,  whom  thy  vain  gleams  decoy  ! 

By  thee,  dire  tyrant  of  the  noble  mind, 

What  dreadful  woes  are  pour'd  on  human  kind ; 

Kingdoms  and  Empires  in  confiifion  hurFd, 

What  fireams  of  gore  have  drench'd  the  haplefs  world ! 

Thou  dazzling  meteor,  vain  as  fleeting  air. 

What  new-dre&d  horror  doft  thou  now  prepare  I 

High  founds  thy  voice  of  India's  pearly  fhore. 

Of  endlefs  triumphs  and  of  countlefs  ftore : 

Of  other  worlds  fo  towcr'd  thy  fwdling  boaft. 

Thy  golden  dreams,  when  paradife  was  loft. 

When  thy  big  promife  fteep'd  the  world  in  gore, 

And  fimple  innocence  was  known  no  more. 

And  fay,  has  £une  fo  dear,  fo  dazzling  charms  i 

Muft  brutal  fiercenefs  and  the  trade  of  arms, 

C>nqueft,  and  laurek  dipt  in  blood,  he  prized, 

While  life  is  icom'd,  and  all  its  joys  defpifed  ! 

And  fay,  does  zeal  for  holy  faith  infpire 

To  fpread  its  mandates,  thy  avowed  defire  ? 

Behold  the  Hagarene  in  armour  ftands. 

Treads  on  thy  borders,  and  the  foe  demands  : 

A  thoufand  cities  own  his  lordly  fway, 

A  thoufand  various  fhores  his  nod  obey. 

Through  all  thefe  regions,  all  thefe  cities,  fcorn'J  - 

Is  thy  religion,  and  thine  altars  fpuriiM  : 

A  foe 
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A  foe  renown'd  in  arms  the  brave  require ; 

That  high-plumed  foe,  renowned  for  martial  firc^ 

Before  thy  gates  his  ihining  fpear  difplays, 

Whilft  thou  wouldft  fondly  dare  the  watery  maze^ 

Enfeebled  leave  thy  native  land  behind, 

On  fhores  unknown  a  foe  unknown  to  find. 

Oh!  madnefs  of  ambition  !  thus  to  dare 

Dangers  fo  fruitlefs,  fo  remote  a  war ! 

That  fame's  vain  flattery  may  thy  name  adorn, 

And  thy  proud  titles  on  her  flag  be  borne : 

Thee,  Lord  of  Perfia,  ftiee,  of  India  lord, 

O'er  Ethiopia's  vaft,  and  Araby  adored ! 

Curft  be  the  man  who  firft  on  floating  wood, 
Forfook  the  beach,  and  braved  the  treacherous  flood  ! 
Oh  !    never,  never  may  the  facred  Nine, 
To  crown  hb  brows,   the  hallowed  wreath  entwine  j 
Nor  may  his  name  to  future  times  refound. 
Oblivion  be  his  meed,  and  hell  profound ! 
Curft  be  the  wretch,   the  fire  of  heaven  who  ftolc. 
And  with  ambition  firfl  debauch'd  the  foul ! 
What  woes,  Prometheus,  walk  the  frighten'd  earth  ! 
To  what  dread  flaughter  has  thy  pride  given  birth ! 
On  proud  ambition's  pleafing  gales  upborne. 
One  1  boafts  to  guide  the  chariot  of  the  morn  : 

And 

*  One  hajis  to  guide  the  chariot  of  the  vwrn,  &C.    Alluding  to  the  fables  of 
Pliaeton  and  Icanu. 


} 
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And  one  pn  treacherous  pinions  fbaring  high, 

Cyer  ocean's  waves  dar'd  fail  the  liquid  fky : 

Daih'd  from  their  height  they  mourn  their  blighted  aim ; 

One  gives  a  river,  one  a  fea  the  name  f 

Alas !  jht  poor  reward  of  that  gay  meteor  fame ! 

Yet  iiich  the  fiiry  of  the  mortal  race, 

Though  fame's  fair  promife  ends  in  foul  difgrace. 

Though  conqueft  ftill  the  vigor's  hope  betrays. 

The  prize  a  ihadow,  or  a  rainbow  blaze. 

Yet  ftill  through  fire  and  raging  feas  they  run 

To  catch  the  gilded  fhade,  and  fink  undone  i 


72e  defarfure  of  fbeJUet/nm  the  Ta^.— -In  no  circnoiftance  does  tlie 
judgment  and  art  of  Homer  appear  more  conTpicuons,  than  in  the  coniUnt 
attention  he  pays  to  his  propofed  fubjedh,  the  wrath  of  Achilles,  and  the 
fnfierings  of  Ulyfles.  He  bellows  the  utmoft  care  on  every  incident  that 
could  poflibly  imprefs  our  minds  with  high  ideas  of  the  determined  rage  of 
the  injured  hero,  and  of  the  invincible  patience  of  the  «r«Xi^XA(  Ko;  ^ohtvnvi, 
Virgil  throughout  the^neid  has  followed  the  fame  courfe.  Every  incident 
that  could  pofGbly  tend  to  magnify  the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  wan- 
derings of  ^neas,  in  his  long  fearch  for  the  promifed  Italy,  is  iet  before  us 
in  the  fulled  magnitude.  But,  however,  this  method  of  ennobling  the 
epic,  by  the  utmoft  attention,  to  give  a  grandeur  to  every  circumftance  of 
the  propofed  fubjcft,  may  have  been  neglected  by  Voltaire  in  hisHenriade, 
and  by  fome  other  modems,  who  have  attempted  the  epopceia ;  it  has  not 
been  omitted  by  Camdens.  The  Portuguefe  :x>et  has,  with  great  art,  con* 
duAed  the  voyage  of  Gama.  Every  circumdance  attending  it  is  reprefented 
with  magnificence  and  dignity.  John  11.  defigns  what  had  never  been  at- 
tempted before.  Meflengers  are  Tent  by  land  to  discover  the  climate  and 
riches  of  India.  Their  route  is  dcfaibed  in  the  manner  of  Homer.  The 
palm  of  difcovery,  however,  is  reserved  for  a  Aicceeding  monarch.  Emma- 
nuel is  warned  by  a  dream,  which  affords  another  Ariking  inflance  of  the 
fpirit  of  the  Grecian  poet.  The  enthufiafm  which  the  king  beholds  on  the 
afpeft  of  Gama  is  a  noble  ftroke  of  poetry;  the  folcmnity  of  the  night  fpent 
in  devotion ;  the  fuUen  rcfoiution  of  the  adventurers  when  going  aboard 
the  fleet;  the  affe^nggtief  of  tiieir  friends  and  fellow-citizens,  who  viewed 

them 
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them  as  relf-<ieToted  ti^Hms,  whom  thqr  were  nerer  more  to  hehold;  and 
the  angry  ezdamations  of  the  Tenerable  old  maa,  give  a  dignity  and  int»> 
refting  pathos  to  the  departure  of  the  fleet  of  Gama,  imbortowed  from  any 
of  the  daffies.  In  the  Jfineid,  where  the  Trojans  leave  a  colony  of  invalids 
in  Sicily,  nothing  of  the  awfully  tender  is  attempted.  And  in  the  Odyfley, 
there  is  no  drcumftanoe  which  can  be  called  (imiUr. 


END  OF  THE  FOURTH  BOOK. 
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BOOK   V. 

W  HILE  on  the  beach  the  hoary  father  ftood 
And  fpoke  the  munnurs  of  the  multitude^ 
We  fpread  the  canvafs  to  the  riiing  gales  i 
The  gentle  winds  diftend  the  fnowy  fails* 
As  firom  our  dear-loved  native  fhore  we  fly 
Our  votive  fhouts,  redoubled,   rend  the  iky; 
**  Succeis,   fuccefs,"  far  echoes  o*er  the  tide, 
While  our  broad  hulks  the  foamy  waves  divide. 
From  Leo  now,  the  lordly  ftar  of  day, 
Intenfely  blazing,  fhot  his  fierceft  ray ; 
When  flowly  gliding  from  our  wifhfiil  eyes. 
The  Lufian  mountains  mingled  with  the  ikies ; 


Tago*^ 
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Tago's  loved  fiream,  and  Cyntra's  mountains  cold 

Dim  fading  now,  we  now  no  more  behold ; 

And  ftill  with  yearning  hearts  our  eyes  explore. 

Till  one  dim  fpeck  of  land  appears  no  more. 

Our  native  foil  now  far  behind,  we  ply 

The  lonely  dreary  wafte  of  feas  and  boundleis  Iky. 

Through  the  wild  deep  our  venturous  navy  bore9 

Where  but  our  Henry  ploughed  the  wave  •  before : 

The  verdant  iflands,   firft  by  him  decry'd. 

We  paft ;  and  now  in  profpeA  opening  wide» 

Far  to  the  left,  increafing  on  the  view, 

Rofe  Mauritania's  hills  of  paly  blue : 

Far  to  the  right  the  reftleis  ocean  roared,     ' 

Whofe  bounding  furges  never  keel  explored  ; 

If  bounding  ^  ihore,  as  reafon  deems,  divide 

The  vaft  Atlantic  from  the  Indian  tide. 

Named  from  her  woods,  with  fragrant  bowers  adorned. 
From  fair  •  Madeira's  purple  coaft  we  turned  : 
Cyprus  and  Paphos*  vales  the  fmtling  loves 
Might  leave  with  joy  for  fair  Madeira's  groves  i 

A  ihore 


»  Where  but  our  Henry  Don  Henry,  prince  of  Portugal,  of  whom,  fee 

the  Preface. 

^  Ifhomdingjbore  The  difcoyery  of  fome  of  the  Weft-Indian  iflands 

by  Columbus,  was  made  in  149a  and  I493.  His  dircovciy  of  the  continent 
of  America  was  not  till  1498.  The  fleet  of  Gama  /ailed  from  the  Tagus  in 
1497. 

«— .il4J»^ViiV  purple  f©<^— Called  by  the  ancients  TnfuUe  Turpurar'iee, 
Now  Madeira  and  P^rto  Santo,  The  former  was  Co  named  by  Juan  Gonza- 
ies  and  Triihui  Vaz,  from  the  Spanifh  word  Madera^  wood. 
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A  fhorc  fo  flowciy,  and  fo  fwcet  an  air, 

Venus  might  build  her  deareft  temple  there. 

Onward  we  pafs  Maffilia's  barren  ftrand, 

A  wafte  of  withered  grafs  and  burning  fand ; 

Where  his  thin  herds  the  meagre  native  leads. 

Where  not  a  rivulet  laves  the  doleful  meads ; 

Nor  herds  nor  fruitage  deck  the  woodland  maze : 

(Xer  the  wild  wafte  the  ftupid  oftrich  ftrays. 

In  devious  iearch  to  pick  her  fcanty  meal, 

Whofe  fierce  digeftion  gnaws  the  tempered  fteel. 

From  the  green  verge,  where  Tigitania  ends. 

To  Ethiopia's  line  the  dreary  wild  extends. 

Now  paft  the  limit,  which  his  courfe  divides. 

When  to  the  north  the  fun's  bright  chariot  rldes^ 

We  leave  the  winding  bays  and  fwarthy  fhores. 

Where  Senegal's  black  wave  impetuous  roars ; 

A  flood,  whofe  courfe  a  thoufand  tribes  furveys. 

The  tribes  who  blacken'd  in  the  fiery  blaze. 

When  Phaeton,   devious  from  the  folar  height, 

Gave  Afric's  fons  the  fable  hue  of  night. 

And  now  from  far  the  Lybian  cape  is  feen. 

Now  by  my  mandate  named  the  Cape  of  ^  Green. 

Where  midA  the  billows  of  the  ocean  fmiles 

A  flowery  fifter-train,   the  happy  ^  ifles. 

Our  onward  prows  the  murmuring  furges  lave ; 

And  now  our  veflels  plough  the  gentle  wave, 

Where 

•  ^.^Gs^  of  Gf-nn— Called  by  Ptolemy,  Caput  AJmarhm, 

*  H*e  baffy  ^j— Called  by  the  ancients,  Infula  JFortunat^y  now  the 
Caoaries. 
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Where  the  blue  iilandsj  named  of  Hefper  old. 

Their  fruitful  bofoms  to  the  deep  unfold. 

Here  changeful  nature  fhews  her  various  face. 

And  frolics  o'er  the  Hopes  with  wildeft  grace : 

Here  our  bold  fleet  their  ponderous  anchors  threw. 

The  iickly  cherifh,  and  our  ftores  renew. 

From  him  the  warlike  guardian  power  of  Spain, 

Whofe  fpear's  «  dread  lightning  o'er  th'  embattled  plain 

Has  oft  o'erwhelm'd  the  Moors  in  dire  difmay. 

And  fixt  the  fortune  of  the  doubtful  day  y 

From  him  we  name  our  ftation  of  repair. 

And  Jago's  name  that  iile  fhall  ever  bear. 

The  northern  winds  now  curFd  the  blackening  main. 

Our  fails  unfurl'd  we  plough  the  tide  zfpin : 

Round  Afric's  coaft  our  winding  courfe  we  ftcer. 

Where  bending  to  the  eaft  the  fhores  appear. 

Here  ^  Jalofo  its  wide  extent  difpbys, 

And  vaft  Mandinga  fhews  its  numerous  bays ; 

Whofc 


*  WlofeJpear*i  dread  U^bUnmg  It  was  common  for  Spanifh  and  Portu^ 
gneie  commaaders  to  fee  St.  }ame&  in  complete  armour,  flighting  in  the  heat 
of  battle  at  the  head  of  theii  armies.  The  general  and  (bme  of  his  officers 
declared  they  law  the  warrior  (aint  beckoning  them  with  his  fpear  to  ad- 
vance ;  Son  Jago^  logo,  was  immediately  echoed  throng^  the  ranks,  and  Tic> 
tory  nfually  crowned  the  ardour  of  enthafiafm. 

^ffere  Jalofi  The  province  of  Jalofo  lies  between  the  two  rivers, 

the  Gambea  and  the  Zanago.  The  latter  has  other  names  in  the  ieverai 
oountiies  through  which  it  runs.  In  its  courie  it  makes  many  iflands^inha* 
bited  only  by  wild  beafls.  It  is  navigable  150  leagues,  at  the  end  of  which 
it  is  crofled  by  a  ftupendous  ridge  of  perpendicular  rocks,  over  which  the 
nver  ruihes  with  fuch  violence,  that  travellers  paTs  under  it  without  any 
other  inconveniency  than  the  prodigious  noife.     The  Gambea,  or  JHo 

Grattte^ 
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Whole  %  mountains*  fides,  though  parch'd  and  barren,  hold. 

In  copious  ftore,  the  feeds  of  beamy  gold. 

The  Gambea  here  his  ferpent  journey  takes. 

And  through  the  lawns  a  thoufand  windings  makes ; 

A  thouland  fwarthy  tribes  his  current  laves. 

Ere  mix  hb  waters  with  th'  Atlantic  waves. 

The  "^  Gorgades  we  paft,  that  hated  fhore. 

Famed  for  its  terrors  by  the  bards  of  yore ; 

Where  but  one  eye  by  Phorcus'  daughters  fhared. 

The  lorn  beholders  into  marble  ftared ; 

Three  dreadful  fitters !  down  whofe  temples  roll'd 

Their  hair  of  fnakes  in  many  a  hiffing  fold. 

And  {battering  horror  o'er  the  dreary  ftrand. 

With  fwarms  of  inpers  fow'd  the  burning  (and. 

Stin 


Cramdiy  nios  xSo  leagnes,  but  is  not  lb  far  navigable.  It  carries  more  water, 
^aod  runs  with  lefs  noiTe  thap  the  other,  though  filled  with  many  rhrers 
which  water  the  country  <^  Mandinga.  Both  rivers  are  branches  of  the 
Niger.  Their  waters  hare  this  remarkable  quality ;  when  mixed  together, 
they  operate  as  an  emetic,  but  when  feparate  they  do  not.  They  abound 
with  great  variety  of  fifhes,  and  their  banks  are  covered  with  hories,  croco- 
diles, winged  ferpents,  elephants,  ounces,  wild  boars,  with  great  numbers  oi 
other  animals,  wonderful  for  the  variety  of  their  nature  and  dlfTerent  forms. 
Farlay  Souja, 

9  HHInfe  nMuitaiM  fides'-'-—'T«mhetu^  the  mart  of  Mandbga  gold  was 
greatly  reforted  to  by  the  merchants  of  Grand  Cairo,  Tunis,  Onto,  Tre- 
mifen,  Fez,  Morocco,  &c. 

*  The  Gorgadet  Contra  hoc  promontorium  (Hefpcrionccras)  Gor- 

gades infulae  narrantur,  Gorgonum  quondam  domus,  bidui  navigatione  dif- 
tantes  a  continente,  ut  tradit  Xenophon  Lampfacenus.  Penetravit  in  eas 
Han  no  Poenomm  imperator,  prodiditque  hirta  foeminamm  corpora  viros 
pemidtate  evafifle,  duarumque  Gorgonum  cutes  argumenti  et  miraculi  gra- 
tia in  Junonis  templo  pofuit,  fpe^btas  uique  ad  Carthaginem  captam.  Plio. 
.  Hift.Nat.l,6.c.3i. 
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Still  to  the  fouth  our  pointed  keek  we  gaide. 

And  through  the  auftral  gulph  ftill  onward  ride. 

Her  palmy  foretts  mingling  with  the  ikies, 

Leona's  *  rugged  fteep  behind  ns  flies : 

The  Cape  of  Psdms  that  jutting  land  we  name. 

Already  confcious  of  our  nation's  £ime. 

Where  the  vext  waves  againft  our  bulwarks  roar. 

And  Luiian  towers  o'erlook  the  bending  fhore : 

Our  fails  wide  fwelling  to  the  conftant  blaft. 

Now  by  the  ifle  from  Thomas  named  we  paft  ; 

And  Congo's  ipacious  realm  before  us  rofe. 

Where  copious  Zayra's  limpid  billow  flows  ; 

A  flood  by  ancient  hero  never  feen. 

Where  many  a  temple  o'er  the  banks  of  green, 

Rear'd  by  the  Lufiani^  heroes,  through  the  night 

Of  Pagan  darknefs,  pours  the  mental  light. 


O'er  the  wild  waves  as  fouthward  thus  we  ftray. 
Our  port  unknown,  unknown  the  watery  way  i 


Each 


^Leena*s  rtigged^eep  This  ridge  of  mountains,  on  account  of  its 

^reat  height,  was  named  by  the  ancients  &siv  o;^D/ua,  the  cbarict  of  the  gods, 
Camoens  gives  it  its  Portuguefe  name,  Serra  Lioa,  the  rock  of  lions, 

^Reardhy  the  Lufian  heroes  During  the  reign  of  John  II.  the  Portu- 
guefe erected  feveral  forts,  and  acquired  great  power  in  the  extenlive  re- 
gions of  Guinea.  Azambuja,  a  Portuguefe  captain,  having  obtained  leave 
from  Caramanfa^  a  Negro  prince,  to  erc^  a  fort  on  his  territories,  an  un* 
lucky  accident  had  almofl  proved  fatal  to  the  diicoverers.  A  huge  rock 
lay  very  commodious  for  a  quarry  ;  the  workmen  began  on  it ;  but  this 
rock,  as  the  Devil  would  have  it,  happened  to  be  a  Negro  god.  The  Por- 
tuguefe were  driven  away  by  tlic  enraged  worlhippcrs,  who  were  afterwards 
with  difficulty  pacified  by  a  profufion  of  fuch  prefents  as  they  mofl  ef^ 
teemed. 

The 
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Each  night  we  fee,  impreft  with  (blemn  awe. 

Our  guiding  ftars  and  native  fkies  withdraw: 

In  the  wide  void  we  lole  their  cheering  beams : 

Lower  and  lower  ftill  the  pole-ftar  gleams^ 

Till  paft  the  limit,  where  the  car  of  day 

RoU'd  o'er  our  heads,  and  pour'd  the  downward  ray^ 

We  now  difprove  the  faith  of  ancient  lore ; 

Bootes'  fhining  car  appears  no  more  : 

For  here  we  faw  Califto's  ftar  1  retire 

Beneath  die  waves,  unawed  by  Juno's  ire. 

Here,  while  the  fun  his  polar  journeys  takes. 

His  viiit  doubled,  double  feafbn  makes ; 

VOL.  II.  I  Stern 

The  Portugueie  having  brought  an  ambaflador  from  Congo  to  Li/boo, 
tent  him  back  inftnided  m  the  faith.  Bf  his  means,  the  king,  qoeen,  and 
abont  loo^ooo  of  the  people  were  baptized ;  the  idols  were  deftroyed,  and 
churches  built.  Soon  after,  the  prince,  who  was  then  abfent  at  war,  was 
baptized  by  the  name  of  Akmzc,  His  younger  brother,  AquiHmo,  however, 
would  not  receive  the  faith,  and  the  father,  btcaufe  allowed  only  one  wife, 
turned  apoHate,  and  left  the  crown  to  his  Pagan  fbn,  who,  with  a  great 
army,  fnrrounded  his  brother,  when  only  attended  by  ibme  Portuguefe  and 
Chriflian  blacks,  in  all  only  thirty-feven.  By  the  bravery  of  theie,  however, 
AquUimo  was  defeated,  taken,  and  flab.  One  of  Aquitimo*s  officers  declared, 
they  were  not  defeated  by  the  thirty-feven  Chrillians,  but  by  a  glorious 
anny  who  fought  under  a  fliining  crofs.  The  idols  were  again  dellroyed, 
and  Alonzo  fent  his  ions,  grandfbns,  and  nephews,  to  Portugal  to  (ludy;  two 
of  whom  were  afterwards  bifhops  in  Congo.    Extra^d  from  Faria  y  Soufa. 

*  Caljftb*sjlar^ According  to  fable,  Califto  was  a  nymph  of  Diana. 
Jupiter  having  aflumed  the  figure  of  that  goddeis,  completed  his  amorous 
delires.  On  the  diicovery  of  her  pregnancy,  Diana  drove  her  from  her 
train.  She  fled  to  the  woods,  where  flie  was  delivered  of  a  Ton.  Juno 
changed  them  into  bears,  and  Jupiter  placed  them  in  heaven,  where  they 
form  the  conftellation  of  Ur/a  major  and  minor,  Juno,  flill  enraged,  entreated 
Thetis  never  to  futfer  Califlo  to  bathe  in  the  Tea.  This  is  founded  on  the 
appearance  of  the  northern  pole-(lar  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  hemifphere ; 
but  when  Gama  approached  the  fbuthem  pole,  the  northern,  of  confequence, 
diiappeared  under  the  waves. 
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Stem  winter  twice  deforms  the  changeful  year, 

And  twice  the  fpring's  gay  flowers  their  honours  rear. 

Now  preffing  onward,  pad  the  burning  zone. 

Beneath  another  heaven,  and  ftars  unknown. 

Unknown  to  heroes,  and  to  fages  old. 

With  fouthward  prows  our  pathlefe  courfc  we  hold : 

Here  gloomy  night  aflumes  a  darker  reign^ 

And  fewer  ftars  emblaze  the  heavenly  pbun  ^ 

Fewer  than  thofe  that  gild  the  northern  pole^ 

And  o'er  our  feas  their  glittering  chariots  roll— — 

While  nightly  thus  the  lonely  feas  we  brave 

Another  pole-ftar  rifes  o'er  the  wave ; 

Full  to  the  fbuth  a  fliining  crofs  ^  appears ; 

Our  heaving  tx-eafts  the  blifsful  omen  cheers ; 

Seven  radiant  ftars  compofe  the  hallowed  figa 

That  rofe  ftill  higher  o*er  the  wavy  brine. 

Beneath  this  fouthem  axle  of  the  world. 

Never,  with  daring  fearch,  was  flag  unfiirFd  ; 

Nor 


»  FMto  tbtfiuub  afiinimg  tn^i  a/^ari.— The  conftcllation  of  the  fouthem 
pole  was  called  tb*  crofi  by  the  Portuguefe  failors,  from  the  appeanmce  of 
that  figure  forihcd  by  feven  ftars,  four  of  which  are  particularly  luminous. 
Dante,  who  wrote  before  the  difcovery  of  the  fouthem  hemifphere,  has 
theie  remarkable  lines  in  the  firft  canto  of  hisiVf;g^a<or/«  .* 

r  mi  "jolfi  a  man  deflra^  ep^fi  menU 
Air  altropolo^  e  vidi  quattnJhUe 
Non  vific  maif  fu9r  cb*  alia  frima  geuU* 

Voltaire  ibmewhere  obfervcs,  that  this  looked  like  a  prophecy,  when,  in 
the  Aicceeding  age,  thefe  four  ftars  were  known  to  be  near  the  Antartic 
pole.    Dante,  however,  fpoke  allegoiically  of  the  four  cardinal  virtues.    . 

In  the  fouthem  hemifphere,  as  Camdcns  obferves,  the  nights  are  darker 
than  in  the  northern,  the  ikies  being  adorned  with  much  fewer  ftars. 
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Nor  pilot  knows  if  bounding  fhores  are  placed^ 
Or  if  one  dreary  fca  overflow  the  lonely  waftc. 

While  thus  our  keels  ftill  onward  boldly  ftray'd. 
Now  toft  by  tempefts,  now  by  calms  dela/d. 
To  tell  the  terrors  of  the  deep  uotry'dt     .      r  . 
What  toils  we  fuffer'di-  and  what  ftdrms  defyd  ; 
What  rattling  deluges  the  black  clouds  pour'd,. 
What  dreary  weeks  of  folid  darknefs  lour'd  i 
What  mountains  lijrges  mountains  fiirges  laih'd> 
What  fuddfinjmrricanes  the  canvais  daih'd )  - 
What  burfting  lightnings^  with  inceflant  flare. 
Kindled  in  one  ;wid^  flame  the'  burning  air  ^ 
What  roaring  thunders  bellowed  o'er  our  head» 
And  ieem'd  to  fhake  the  reeling  ocean's  bed : 
To  tell  each  horror  on  the  deep  reveal'd. 
Would  aflcan  iron  throat  with  tenfold  vigour  fteel^d : 
Thofe  dreadful  wonders  of  the  deep  I  faw, 
Which  fill  the  failor's  breaft  with  facred  'awe ; 
And  which  the  fages^  of  iheir  kaming  vai%   . 
Efteem  the  phantoms  of  the  dreamfut'brain. 
That  living  fire^  by  fea-men  held  »  divine. 
Of  heaven's  own  care  in  ftorms  the  holy  Cgn, 

I  2  Which 


^  That  Umt^fre^'iyffaMeH  leU divime.'^Tht  ancients  thus  accounted  for 
thk  appearance :  The  fulphureoiu  vapours  of  the  air,  after  being  Tiolentiy 
agita^d  by  a  tempcA)  unite,  a^d  vvhen  the  humidity  begins  to  fubfide,  as  is 
the  caSc  when  the  ftorm  is  aimoft  exhaufted»by  the  a^Ution  of  their  atoms 
they  take  fire,  and  are  attraAcd  by  the  mafts  and  cordage  of  the  (hip.  Being 

thus 
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Which  midft  the  horrors  of  the  tempeft  plays, 

And  on  the  blaft's  dark  wings  wiQ  gaily  Maze  ; 

Thefe  eyes  diftinft  have  feen  that  living  fire 

Glide  through  the  ftorm,  and  round  my  fails  afpire. 

And  oft,  while  wonder  thriU'd  my  breaft,  mine  eyes 

To  heaven  have  feen  the  watery  columns  rife. 

Slender  at  firft  the  fubtk  fiime  appears, 

And  writhing  round  and  round  its  volume  rears: 

Thick  as  a  maft  the  vapour  fwells  its  fize  ; 

A  curling  whirlwind  lifts  it  to  the  (kies : 

The  tube  now  ftraitens,  now  in  width  extends. 

And  in  a  hovering  cloud  its  fummit  ends : 

Still  gulp  on  gulp  in  fucks  the  rifing  tide. 

And  now  the  cloud,  with  cumbrous  wright  iuppIyM^ 

Full- 


thus  naturally  the  pledges  of  the  approachiiig  calm,  it  ii  no  wonder  that 
the  fuperftition  of  failors  (hould  in  all  ages  have  efteemed  them  diTUie,  and 

0/  ^Mvm*/  o«M  care  hjhnmt  tbg  htiyjigm. 

In  the  expeditiofi  of  the  golden  fleece,  in  a  violent  tempeil  thefe  fires  were 
feen  to  hover  over  the  heads  of  Caftor  and  Pollux,  who  were  two  of  the 
Argonauts,  and  a  calm  immediately  enfued.  After  the  apotheoies  of  thefe 
heroes,  the  Grecian  iailors  invoked  thofe  fires  by  the  names  of  Caftor  and 
Pollux,  or  ibefm*  •/  Jupiter,  The  Athenians  called  them  lwnf%u  ^rnvktwh 
and  Homer,- in  his  hymn  to  Caftor  and  Pollux,  fays, 

Plin.  Nat.  Hid.  I.  a.  Seneca,  Queft. Nat,  c. I.  and  Cefar  dc  Bell.  Afr.  c.  VI. 
mention  thefe  fires  as  often  feen  to  alight  and  reft  on  the  points  of  the 
fpears  of  the  foldiers.  By  the  French  and  Spaniards  they  are  called  St. 
Helme*s  fires ;  and  by  the  Italians,  the  fires  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Nicholas. 
Modern  difcoveries  have  proved  that  thefe  appearances  are  the  eleftric  flnid 
attra^lcU  by  the  fpindle  of  the  maft,  or  the  point  of  the  fpear. 
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Fall-gorged,  and  blackening,  fpreads,  and  moves,  more  flo  v. 

And  waving  trembles  to  the  waves  below. 

Thus  when  to  fliun  the  fummeFs  liiltry  beam 

The  thirfty  heifer  feeks  the  cooling  ftream. 

The  eager  horfe-leech  fixing  on  her  lips. 

Her  blood  with  ardent  throat  infatiate  fips. 

Till  the  gorged  glutton,  fwell'd  beyond  her  fize. 

Drops  from  her  wounded  hold,  and  burfting  dies. 

So  burfb  the  cloud,  overloaded  with  its  freight. 

And  the  daih'd  ocean  daggers  with  the  weight. 

But  fay,  •  ye  fages,  who  can  weigh  the  caufe, 

And  trace  the  fecret  fprings  of  nature's  laws. 

Say, 

^  Butfay^yefagei  i  In  this  book,  particularly  in  the  defcription  of 
Maffilia,  the  Gorgades,  the  fires  called  Caftor  and  PoUax,  and  the  water- 
Ipont,  Camdens  has  happily  imitated  the  manner  of  Lucan.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  Cam5ens,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Eafl-Indies,  was  an  eye-witnefs  of 
the  phenomena  of  the  fires  and  water-fpout.  The  latter  is  thus  defcribcd 
by  Pliny,  L  a.  C.  51.  Pitet  caJigo,  beUu^Jimilis  ntAes  tUra  nawgantihu  voeatur 
ei  coUmua,  cumfpijfatu*  bum»r  rigtnfque  ipfe  ft  fuflituty  et  in  hngam  veliUiffulam 
mtUs  Of  nam  trabit.  Dr.  Prieftley,  from  Jtgmor  Beuarta,  thus  deicribes  the 
water-fpouts  :  '*  They  generally  appear  in  calm  weather.  The  fea  Teems 
to  boil,  and  fend  up  a  fmoke  under  them,  rifing  in  a  hill  towards  the  fpout. 
A  rumbling  noife  is  heard.  The  form  is  that  of  a  fpeaking  trumpet,  the 
wider  end  being  towards  the  clouds,  and  the  narrower  towards  the  fea.  The 
colour  is  fometimes  whitifli,  and  at  other  times  black.  Their  pofition  is 
ibmettmes  perpendicular,  ibmetimes  oblique,  and  ibmetimes  in  the  form  of 
a  curve.  Their  continuance  is  various;  ibme  vanifli  inftantly,  and  prefentiy 
tHe  again ;  and  fome  continue  near  an  hour."  Modem  philofbphers  aicribe 
chein  to  electricity,  and  efleem  them  of  the  (ame  nature  as  whirlwinds  and 
hurricanes  on  land.  Camdens  fays,  the  water  of  which  they  are  compofed, 
becomes  frclhened ;  which  fome  have  thus  accounted  for :  When  the  vio- 
lent heat  attra^  the  waters  to  rife  in  the  form  of  a  tube,  the  marine  falts 
are  left  behind  by  the  aftlon  of  nurefa£Uon,  being  too  grofs  and  fixed  to  a(^ 
cend.    It  is  thus,  when  the  overloaded  vapour  burfts,  that  it  deicends 

Sweet  ai  the  waters  9/  the  lim^  nil. 
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Say,  why  the  wave,  of  bitter  brine  crcwhile. 

Should  to  the  bofom  of  the  deep  recoil 

Robb'd  of  its  fait,  and  from  the  cloud  diftil 

Sweet  as  the  waters  of  the  limpid  rill  ? 

Te  fons  of  boaftful  wifdom,  famed  of  yore, 

Whofe  feet  unwearied  wander'd  many  a  (hore. 

From  nature^s  wonders  to  withdraw  the  veil. 

Had  you  with  me.  unfiirl'd  the  daring  fail. 

Had  viewed  the  wondrous  fcenes  mine  eyes  furvcy'd. 

What  feeming  miracles  the  deep  difplay'd. 

What  lecret  virtues  various  nature  (hew'd. 

Oh  !   heaven  I  with  what  a  fire  your  page  had  gloVd  f 

And  now  fince  wandering  o'er  the  foamy  fpray. 

Our  bravo  Armada  held  her  venturous  way, 

Five  times  the  changeful  emprefs  of  the  night 

Had  fill'd  her  fhining  horns  with  filver  light, 

When  fudden  from  the  main-top's  airy  round 

Land,   land,  is  echoed — At  the  joyful  found. 

Swift  to  the  crowded  decks  the  bounding  crew 

On  wings  of  hope  and  fluttering  tranfport  flew. 

And  each  ftrain'd  eye  with  aching  fight  explores 

The  wide  horizon  of  the  eaftern  fhores : 

As  thin  blue  clouds  the  mountain  fummits  rife. 

And  now  the  lawns  falute  our  joyful  eyes  ; 

Loud  through  the  fleet  the  echoing  fhouts  prevail. 

We  drop  the  anchor,  and  reftrain  the  fail ; 

And  now  defcending  in  a  fpacious  bay. 

Wide  o'er  the  coaft  the  venturous  foldiers  ftray, 

To 
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To  fp7  the  wonders  of  the  favage  fliore, 

Where  ftranger's  foot  had  never  trod  before. 

1^  and  my  pilots,  on  the  yellow  {and 

Explore  beneath  what  iky  the  fiiores  expand. 

That  fage  device,  whofe  wondrous  ufe  proclaims 

Th'  immortal  hopour  of  its  authors'  r  names. 

The  fun'9  height  meafured,  and  my  compais  fcann'd 

The  painted  globe  of  ocean  and  of  land. 

Here  we  perceived  our  venturous  keels  had  paft, 

TJnharm'df  the  fouthem  tropic's  howling  blaft  ; 

And  now  approach'd  dread  neptune's  fecret  reign. 

Where  the  ftern  power,  as  o'er  the  auflral  msdn 

Jie  rides,  with  fcatters  fi:t>m  the  polar  ftar 

Hail,  ice,  and  fnow,  and  all  the  wintery  war. 

While  thus  attentive  on  the  beach  we  ftood, 

My  foldiers,  haftening  from  the  upland  wood, 

Right  to  the  (hore  a  trembling  negro  brought, 

Whom  on  the  foreft-height  by  force  they  caught, 

As  diftant  wander'd  from  the  cell  of  home. 

He  fuck'd  the  honey  from  the  porous  comb. 

Horror  glared  in  his  look,  and  fear  extreme 

In  mien  more  wild  than  brutal  Polypheme  c 

No  word  of  rich  Arabia's  tongue  he  knew, 

Ko  fign  could  anfwer,  nor  our  gems  would  view  : 

From 

F  That  fage  devUi'  The  AftrolabiiiRi,  an  inflrument  of  infiohe  fervicc 

in  navigation,  by  which  the  altitude  of  the  fun,  and  diftance  of  the  (hrsarc 
taken.  It  was  invented  in  Portugal,  during  the  reign  of  John  II.  by  two 
Jew  phyiicians,  named  Roderic  and  Jofcph.  It  is  aflerted  by  fome  that  they 
were  aflifted  by.  Martin  of  Bohemia,  a  celebrated  matbcmatictan.  Partly 
fjom  Caftcra.    Vid.  Barros, Dec.  1. 1. 4.  c.  2. 
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From  garments  ftriped  with  fluning  gold  he  tiiraM ; 

The  ftarry  diamond  and  the  filver  fpum'd. 

Straight  at  my  nod  are  worthlefs  trinkets  brought ; 

Round  beads  of  cryftal  as  a  bracelet  wrought^ 

A  cap  of  red,  and  dangling  on  a  firing 

Some  little  bells  of  brafs  before  him  ring : 

A  wide-mouth'd  laugh  confeft  his  barbarous  joy^ 

And  both  his  hands  he  raifed  to  grafp  the  toy, 

Fleafed  with  thefe  gifts  we  fet  the  favage  free. 

Homeward  he  fprings  away,  and  bounds  with  glee. 

Soon  as  the  gleamy  ftreaks  of  purple  mom 
The  lofty  foreft's  topmoft  boughs  adorn, 
Down  the  fteep  mountain's  fide,  yet  hoar  with  dew, 
A  naked  crowd,  and  black  as  night  their  hue. 
Come  tripping  to  the  fhore  :  their  wifhftil  eyes 
Declare  what  tawdry  trifles  moft  they  prize : 
Thefe  to  their  hopes  were  given,  and,*  void  of  fear. 
Mild  feem'd  their  manners,  and  their  looks  fincere. 
A  bold  ra(h  youth,  ambitious  of  the  fame 
Of  brive  adventurer,  Velofe  his  name. 
Through  pathlefs  brakes  their  homeward  fteps  attends. 
And  on  his  fingle  arm  for  help  depends. 
Long  was  his  ftay :  my  eameft  eyes  explore. 
When  ruQiing  down  the  mountain  to  the  fhore 
I  mark'd  him ;  terror  urged  his  rapid  flrides ; 
And  foon  Coello*s  fkiff  the  wave  divides. 
Yet  ere  his  friends  advanced,  the  treacherous  foe 
Trod  on  his  lateft  fteps,  and  aim'd  the  blow. 

Moved 
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Moved  by  the  danger  of  a  youth  fo  brave, 
Myfelf  now  fhatch'd  an  oar,  and  Jprung  to  fave : 
When  fudden,  blackeiung  down  the  mountain's  height. 
Another  crowd  pnrfued  his  panting  flight ; 
And  ibon  an  arrowy  and  a  flinty  fliower 
Thick  o'er  our  heads  the  fierce  barbarians  pour. 
Nor  pour'd  in  vain ;  a  feather'd  arrow  flood 
Fix'd  q  in  my  leg,  and  drank  the  gufliing  blood. 

Vengeance 

4  Fix*dm  a^  ly  ■  Camgcns,  in  ddcdbiog  the  adventure  of  Pemaiid9 
VAfi^lfj  dt^axtmg  from  the  truth  of  hiftory,  has  (hewn  his  judgment  as  a 
poeL  The  place  where  the  Portuguefe  landed,  they  named  the  bay  of  St» 
JBAm.  They  caught  one  of  two  negroes,  iays  Faria,  who  were  buiied  in 
pthering  honey  on  a  mountam.  Their  behaviour  to  this  iavage,  whom 
they  gratified  with  a  red  cap,  Tome  giaHes  and  bells,  induced  him  to  bring  a 
number  of  his  companions  for  the  like  trifles.  Though  fome  who  accom- 
panied Gama  were  (killed  in  the  various  Ethiopic  languages,  not  one  of  the 
natives  could  nnderftand  them.  A  commerce,  however,  was  commenced 
by  figns  and  geftures.  Gama  behaved  to  them  with  great  civility ;  the  fleet 
was  cheerfully  fbpplied  with  frefli  proviHons,  for  which  the  natives  received 
doaths  and  trinkets.  But  this  friendfbip  was  ibon  interrupted  by  a  young 
lafli  Portuguefe.  Having  contra^ed  an  intimacy  with  fome  of  the  negroes, 
he  obtained  leave  to  penetrate  into  the  country  along  with  them,  to  obferve 
their  habitations  and  ftrength.  They  conduced  him  to  their  huts  with 
great  good  nature,  and  placed  before  him,  what  they  efteemed  an  elegant  . 
repaft,  a  iea-calf  drcfled  in  the  way  of  their  country.  This  fb  much  dif> 
gufted  the  delicate  Portuguefe,  that  he  inftantly  got  up  and  abruptly  left 
them.  Nor  did  they  oppoie  his  departure,  but  accompanied  him  with  the 
greateft  innocence.  As  fear,  however,  is  always  jealous,  he  imagined  they 
were  leading  him  as  a  viAim  to  flaughtcr.  No  iboner  did  he  come  near  the 
fliips,  than  he  called  aloud  for  aflidance.  Coello*s  boat  immediately  fet  off* 
for  lus  reicue.  The  Ethiopians  fled  to  the  woods ;  and  now  efteeming  the 
Portugueie  as  a  band  of  lawlefs  plunderers,  they  provided  themfelves  witli 
arms,  and  lay  in  ambuHi.  Their  weapons  were  javelins,  headed  with  fliort 
pieces  of  hoin,  which  they  threw  with  great  dexterity.  Soon  after,  while 
Gama  and  (bme  of  his  officers  were  on  the  (hore,  takmg  tlie  altitude  of  the 
ihn  by  the  aftrolabium,  they  were  fuddenly  and  with  great  fury  attacked  by 

the 
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Vengeance  as  fudden  every  wound  repays. 

Full  on  their  fronts  our  flafhing  lightnings  blaze  ; 

Their  fhrieks  of  horror  inftant  pierce  the  iky. 

And  wing'd  with  fear  at  fuUeft  fpeed  they  fly; 

Long  tracks  of  gore  their  fcatter'd  flight  betra/d« 

And  now,  Velofo  to  the  fleet  conveyed. 

His  fportful  mates  his  brave  exploits  demand. 

And  what  the  curious  wonders  of  the  land : 

«  Hard  was  the  hill  to  climb,  my  valiant  friend, 

<<  But  oh  !  how  fmooth  and  eafy  to  defcend ! 

**  Well  haft  thou  proved  thy  fwiftnefe  for  the  chace, 

**  And  fliewn  thy  matchlefs  merit  in  the  race  !** 

With  look  unmoved  the  gallant  youth  repl/d, 

««  For  you,  my  friends,  my  fleeteft  fpeed  was  try*d ; 

"  Twas  you  the  fierce  barbarians  meant  to  flay ; 

««  For  you  I  fear*d  the  fortune  of  the  day ; 

<<  Tour  danger  great  without  mine  aid  I  knew, 

<«  And  r  fwift.  as  lightning  to  your  refcue  flew," 

He 


the  ambufli  from  the  woods.  Several  were  much  wounded,  multot  (emmUer 
raid,  inter  quot  Gama  ittpede  vulnus  aecepit,  and  Gama  received  a  wound  in  the 
foot.  The  admiral  made  a  fpeedy  retreat  to  the  fleet,  prudently  chufing 
rather  to  leave  the  negroes  the  honour  of  the  vi£h>ry,  than  to  rifque  the  life 
of  one  man  in  a  quarrel  (6  foreign  to  the  deftination  of  his  expedition;  and 
where,  to  imprefs  the  terror  of  his  arms,  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  his  intereft. 
When  he  came  nearer  to  India,  he  a£ted  in  a  different  manner.  He  then 
made  himfelf  dreaded  whenever  the  treachery  of  the  natives  provoked  his 
refentment.    Collected  from  Faria  and  Ofiritu. 

»  And/tvift  as  ligbtfting  The  critics,  particularly  the  French,  have 

vehemently  declaimed  again  (I  the  leafl  mixture  of  the  comic,  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  epic  poem.  It  is  needlefs  to  enter  into  any  defence  of  this  paA 
fage  of  Camdens,  farther  than  to  obferve,  that  Homer,  Virgil,  and  Milton, 

have 
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He  now  the  treafon  of  the  foe  relates. 

How  loon,  as  paft  the  mountain's  apbmd  ftraits. 

They  changed  ^e  colour  of  their  friendly  (hew. 

And  force  fiirbade  liis  fteps  to  tread  below: 

How 


luiTe  ofiended  the  critics  m  the  fiune  manner ;  and  that  this  piece  of  rail- 
lery in  the  Lnfiad  is  by  much  the  politeft,  and  the  leaft  reprehenfible  of  any 
thing  of  the  kmil  in  the  four  j^oets.  In  Homer  ar^  iereral  (bokes  of  low 
raillery.  ^Btrodus  ha^g  killed  Hc^r*s  charioteer,  puns  thus  on  his  ibd- 
den  fall :  **  /r  ir  afiiy  btis  mt  ntarer  tbefea!  He  jvouldfien  taidt  ubmiattu  of 
9yfer»^  mr  tottdd  Uaform^./ri^i^iat  bim.  Sfe  bow  be  £veefrom  bit  ebarhtJnm 
to  ibefimdf  IVbat  exeunt  tSvert  are  tbe  Tro/atu  /  Virgil,  the  ffloft'  judldous 
of  all  poets,  defcends  even  to  the  ftyle  of  Dutch  painting,  where  the  com- 
mander of  a  galley  tumbles  the  piV>t  into  the  fea,  and  the  fiUors  afterwanl 
langh  at  him,  as  he  fits  on  a  rock  fpewing  op  the  (alt  water : 

I        S^empte  Memtta^ 
In  mare  prmcipUem  pup^  iOuriat  tA  aha. 
At  gramt  ut  funio  vix  tandem  rtikRku  hm  efi 
Jamfetdor^  maJUafne fiuau  in  vefle  Memttet, 
Summa  petit  fcopuli  Jicc^pie  in  rupe  rrfoBt. 
JUum  et  UAentem  Teuerif  et  rifer^naiantefti 
Eifalfet  rident  revementem  peSlere  fiw&mem 

And  though  the  chancers  of.  the  fpeakers  (the  mgenious  defence  whick 
has  been  offered  for  Milton)  may  in  fome  meafurc,  vindicate  tKe  raillery  > 
which  he  puts  into  the  mouths  of  Satan  and  Belial,  the  lowneis  of  it,  when 
compared  with  that  of  Cam6ens,  mud  ftill  be  acknowledged.  Talking  of  the 
execution  of  the  diabolical  artillery  among  the  good  angels,  they,  fays  Satan, 

Flew  oiT,  and  into  (hrange  vagaries  fell 

As  they  would  dance,  yet  for-a  dance  they  leemM 

Somewhat  extravagant  and  wild,  perhaps 

For  joy  of  ofTcrM  peace. 

To  whom  thus  Belial,  in  like  gamefome  mood. 

Leader,  the  terms  we  fcnt  wck  terms  of  "weight, .    . 

Of  hard  contents,  and  full  of  force  urg*d  home. 

Such  as  we  might  perceive  amus'd  them  all. 

And  (tumbled  many— — 

this  gift  they  have  befidc. 
They  (hew  us  when  our  foes  walk  not  upright. 
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How  down  the  coverts  of  the  fteepy  brake 

Their  lurking  ftand  a  treacherous  ambufh  tsdoe  i 

On  us,  when  fpeeding  to  defend  his  flighty 

To  rufh,  and  plunge  us  in  the  fliades  of  night : 

Nor  while  in  friendfhip  would  their  lips  unfold 

Where  India's  ocean  laved  the  orient  fliores  of  gold* 

Now  profp'rovs  gales  the  bending  canvafs  fwell'd; 
From  theie  rude  fhores  our  fearlefs  courfe  we  held: 
Beneath  the  gliftening  wave  the  God  of  day 
Had  now  five  times  withdrawn  the  parting  raj^ 
When  o*er  the  prow  a  fudden  darknefs  fpread, 
And  flowly  floating  o'er  the  mail's  tall  head 
A  black  cloud  hover'd  :   nor  appeared  from  far 
The  moon's  pale  glimpfe,  nor  faintly  twinkling  ftar  ; 
So  deep  a  gloom  the  louring  vapour  caft, 
Transfixt  with  awe  the  braveft  ftood  aghaft. 
Meanwhile  a  hollow  burfting  roar  refourids, 
As  when  hoarfe  furges  lafli  their  rocky  mounds ; 
Nor  had  the  blackening  wave,  nor  frowning  heaven 
The  wonted  figns  of  gathering  terapeft  given. 
Amazed  we  ftood — ^O  thou,  our  fortune's  guide. 
Avert  this  omen,  mighty  God, — I  cried  5 
Or  through  forbidden  climes  adventurous  ftray'd. 
Have  we  the  fecrets  of  the  deep  furvcy'd. 
Which  thefe  wide  folltudes  of  feas  and  flcy  , 

Were  doom'd  to  hide  from  man's  unhallowed  eye  ? 

Whate'er 
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Whate'er  this  prodigy^  it  threatens  more 
Than  midnight  tempefts  and  the  mingled  roar. 
When  (ea  and  iky  combine  to  rock  the  marble  fliore, 


} 


I  fpoke,  when  rifing  through  the  darkened  air^ 
AppallM  we  faw  an  hideous  Phantom  glare  ; 
High  and  enormous  o'er  the  flood  he  towcr'd. 
And  thwart  our  way  with  fullen  afpeA  lour'd  : 
An  earthly  palenefs  o'er  his  cheeks  was  fpread, 
Ese&  uprofe  his  hairs  of  withered  red ; 
Writhing  to  fpeak^  his  fable  lips  difclofe. 
Sharp  and  disjoin'd,  his  gnafhing  teeth's  blue  rows ; 
His  haggard  beard  flowed  quivering  on  the  wind. 
Revenge  and  horror  in  his  mien  combined ; 
His  clouded  front,  by  withering  lightnings' feared, 
The  inward  anguiih  of  his  foul  declared. 
Hb  red  eyes  glowing  from  their  dufky  caves 
Shot  livid  fires  :  far  echoing  o'er  the  waves 
His  voice  refounded,  as  the  cavern'd  fhore 
With  hollow  groan  repeats  the  tempeft's  roar. 
Cold  gliding  horrors  thrill'd  each  hero's  breaft, 
Our  briftling  hair  and  tottering  knees  cbnfefl 
Wild  dread  ;  the  while  with  vifage  ghaftly  wan. 
His  black  lips  trembling,   thus  the  fiend  » began ; 

O  you, 


•  The  affarhion'  .The  partiality  of  tranflators  and  editors  is  become 
abnoft  proTcrbial.  The  admiration  of  their  author,  is  fuppofcd  when  they 
undertake  to  introdace  him  to  the  public;  that  admiration,  therefore,  may 
without  a  bluih  b«  oonfeiled ;  but  if  the  reputation  of  judgment  is  valued, 

aU 
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O  you,  the  boldeft  of  the  nations,  fired 

By  daring  pride,  by  luft  of  &me  inTpired, 

Who 

all  the  jcaloufy  of  circumipcAion  is  ncceflary,  for  the  tranfition  from  admi* 
ration  to  partiality  and  hypercriticifmyis  not  only  eafy,  but  to  oncielf  often 
imperceptible.  Yet  however  guarded  againft  this  partiality  of  hypercriti- 
cifin,  the  tranflator  of  Camoens  may  deem  himfclf,  he  is  aware  that  fame 
of  his  colder  readers,  may  perhaps,  in  the  following  inftance,  acaife  him  of 
it.  Regardlefs  however,  of  XhcfangfroUoi  thofe  who  judge  by  authority, 
and  not  by  their  own  feelings,  he  will  venture  to  appeal  to  the  few,  whofe 
Ufte,  though  formed  by  the  claflics,  is  untainted  with  chllical  prejudice*. 
To  thefe  he  will  appeal,  and  to  tbcie  he  will  venture  the  aflertioii,  that  the 
fiction  of  the  apparition  of  the  cape  of  tempefts,  in  fublimity  and  awfitl 
grandeur  of  imagination,  fiands  unfurpafled  in  human  compofition.— Vol- 
taire, and  the  foreign  critics,  have  confefled  its  merit.  In  the  prodigy  of 
the  harpies  in  the  JEtKid^  neither  the 

Virgimii  veluantm  fw/Sfw,  /it£ffima  vetitrit 
Prelttnmi,  uncitfue  mutuuf  et  fttUida  Jemptr 
Orafame : 

Though  Virgil,  to  heighten  the  defcription,  introduces  it  with 
mecfifmarmia 

F^it  d  ira.DAm  Siygusjefe  etetulit  mmdis  : 
Nor  the  predi^ons  of  the  harpy  CtUmOf  can,  in  point  of  dignity,  bear  any 
oompariibn  with  the  fi^on  of  Camoens.    The  noble  and  admired  descrip- 
tion of  Fame,  in  the  fourth  JEneid,  may  ieem  indeed  to  challenge  a>mpe> 
tition : 

/oaM,  malum  quo  tum  alhid  vdodia  tJlum  : 

Mah^iiau  wget^  ^refftte  aeqmirii  nuuk  : 

J*arva  meim  prime  i  anxfeftattoUit  in  amrat^ 

Jmgnt&turqtie  JUq^  l^ct^ut  inter  mubila  CMidU: 

lUam  terra parvuy  ira  irritata  /)mnK«, 

Extremam  ( ut  perbibent )  Cn  EmUtadoquef%rwem 

Pr^gemdt ;  fedihus  ceierem  et  permicihtu  alit : 

Momfrum  AerrrWmr,  ingau  ;  cid  qyatftmt  (orpTt  //mmt, 

7tt  wgUa  •e^ifMer  ( mircHU  diaii )    . 

Ttt  liugmm,  tttidem  wrafimamt^  tttfuBrigH  aure/, 

Hoffe  valat  gmH  metBo  terretquey  per  mmbram 

Stridewy  met  duid  declimat  Lamina  fomtM  : 

Lmcefedet  emfios,  autfummi  emlmime  te&i^ 

Turriku  tut  ahit^  H  mtpias  Urritea  urtes. 

Famt 


\ 
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Who  fcomful  of  the  bowers  of  fwect  repofe. 
Through  thefe  my  waves  advance  your  fcarlefs  prows, 

Regardlels 

Fsune,  the  great  ill,  from  finall  beginnings  grows ; 

Swift  from  the  firft,  and  every  moment  brings 

New  Tigour  to  her  flights,  new  pinions  to  her  wmgs. 

Soon  grows  the  pigmy  to  gigantic  fize. 

Her  feet  on  earth,  her  forehead  in  the  (kits : 

Enraged  againft  the  gcxls,  revengeful  earth 

Prodoced  her  laft  of  theHtanian  birth. 

Swift  in  her  walk,  more  iwift  her  winged  hafte, 

A  monftrous  phantom,  horrible  and  vaft ; 

As  many  plumes  as  raiie  her  lofty  flight, 

So  many  pierdng  eyes  enlarge  her  fight : 

Millions  of  opening  mouths  to  fame  belong. 

And  every  mouth  is  f umiih*d  with  a  tongue. 

And  round  with  liftnlng  ears  the  flying  plague  is  hung ; 

She  fills  the  peaceful  univeHe  with  cries. 

No  flumbers  ever  dofe  her  wakeful  eyes: 

By  day  from  lofty  towers  her  head  flie  fliews.        Drtd. 

The  mchUiiate  viget,  the  vire*  acfuirU  eumb,  the  paroa  metti^imOf  &c  the  c^^tii 
mitr  mMa  emdUy  the  fitams^  vculi  linputy  ora,  and  attres^  the  Mo3t  voUa,  the 
butfedet  cufos^  and  the  wuigtuu  territat  ur6e*,  are  all  very  great,  and  finely  ima- 
gined. But  the  whole  piAure  is  the  ofispring  of  careful  attention  and 
judgment ;  it  is  a  noble  difplay  of  the  calm  majefly  of  Virgil,  yet  it  has 
not  the  enthufiafm  of  that  heat  of  fpontaneous  conception,  which  the  an- 
cients honoured  with  the  name  of  infpiration.  The  fidion  of  Cam5ens,on 
the  contrary,  is  the  genuine  eflufion  of  the  glow  of  poetical  imagination. 
The  deicription  of  the  fpe^e,  the  awfulnefs  of  the  prediction,  and  the 
horror  that  breathes  through  the  whole,  till  the  phantom  is  interrupted  by 
Gama,  are  in  the  true-  (pirit  of  the  wild  and  grand  terrific  of  an  Homer  or 
a  Shakefpeare.  But  however  Camoens  may,  in  this  paiiage,  have  excelled 
Virgil,  he  himfelf  is  infinitely  fiirpailed  by  two  paflages  of  holy  writ. 
**  A  Unmg  wasfierttly  bmtgbt  io  me"  fays  the  author  of  the  book  of  Job,  **  and 
wriJK  ear  rtceheda  HttU  thereof.  In  tbougbufrom  the  vijiemt  of  the  nighty  nvhen 
ditpfieepfaUah  m  mm,  fear  came  upon  me^  andtremUing^  tuhieb  made  ali  my  henes 
Ufiake:  then  a  Jpirii  fajfed  before  my  faee;  tbe  hedr  of  my  pfi  food  up :  It  foti' 
fiiU^  but  I  could  mot  difcem  the  form  thereof:  an  image  wae  before  mine  eyesj  there 
tvaeJUenee,  ami  I  heard  a  voice:  Shall  mortal  man  be  morejyfl  than  God/  fhaU  a 
man  be  more  pure  than  Lie  maker  /  Behold,  be  put  no  trufl  in  bii/ervanft,  and  bis 

angtlt 
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Regardlefs  of  the  lengthening  wateiy  way. 

And  all  the  ftorms  that  own  my  fovereign  fway» 

Who  mid  furroundmg  rocks  and  (helves  explore 

Where  never  hero  braved  my  rage  before ; 

Te  fons  of  Luftis,  who  with  eyes  profane 

Have  view'd  the  fecrets  of  my  awfbl  reign. 

Have  pafs'd  the  bounds  which  jealous  nature  drew 

To  veil  her  fecret  fhrine  from  mortal  view ; 

Hear  from  my  lips  what  direful  woes  attend. 

And  burfting  foon  fhall  o'er  your  race  defcend : 

With  every  bounding  keel  that  dares  my  rage. 
Eternal  war  my  rocks  and  ftorms  fhall  wage. 
The  next  proud  fleet  that  through  my  drear  ^  domain. 
With  daring  fearch  fhall  hoife  the  ftreaming  vane. 

That 

mwgets  bt  charged mntb  fiOy  :  btm  wmcB  left  im  itm  that  dwellim  b&itfa  •/  day, 
%irhe/efoiPidatioM  u  m  the  J^,  and  who  are  crujhed  before  the  moth  / 

This  whole  psiflage,  particularly  the  indiftinguifliable  form  and  the  lilenoe, 
are  as  fuperior  to  Camoens,  in  the  inimitably  wild  terrific,  as  the  follow* 
ing,  from  the  apocalypfe,  is  in  grandeur  of  deTcription.  "  And  Ifaw  am- 
ether  mighty  angel  come  down  from  heaven^  chtbed  toith  a  eioud,  and  a  ramhoto  tooi 
t^on  bis  beady  his  face  v;as  as  it  were  tbefun^  and  bis  feet  as  pillars  of  fire  .... 
and  befet  bis  right  foot  upon  thefea^  and  bis  left  foot  upon  the  earthy  and  cried  wth  a 
ioudvoice^  as  when  a  lion  roareth  ....  and  he  lifted  up  his  band  to  heavem^ 
emd  fware  by  him  that  li-oetb  far  ever  and  every     ....     thai  time  JkouU  be 

•  The  next  proud  feet  On  the  return  of  Gama  to  Portugal,  a  fleet  of 

thirteen  fail,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  Alvarez  de  Cabral,  was  fent  out 
on  the  fecond  voyage  to  India,  where  the  admiral  with  only  fix  fliips  arrired. 
The  reft  were  moflly  deftroyed  by  a  terrible  tcmpeft  at  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  lafled  twenty  days.  The  day-time,  (ays  Faria^  was  Co  dark, 
that  the  Tailors  could  fcarcely  fee  each  other,  or  hear  what  was  faid,  for  the 
horrid  noife  of  the  winds.  Among  thofe  who  periHied,  was  the  celebrated 
Bartholomew  Diam,  who  was  the  firil  modem  difcoverer  of  the  cape  of  Good 
Hope,  which  he  named  the  Cape  of  TempeAs. 
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That  gallant  navy  by  my  whirlwinds  toflr. 

And  raging  feas,  fhall  periih  on  my  coaft : 

Then  He  who  firft  my  fecret  reign  defcried, 

A  naked  corfe  wide  floating  o'er  the  tide 

Shall  drive — ^Unleis  my  heart's  full  raptures  fiul, 

O  Lufus !  oft  fhalt  thou  thy  children  wail ; 

Each  year  thy  fhipwreck'd  fons  fhalt  thou  deplore. 

Each  year  thy  fheeted  maflis  (hall  (brew  my  fhore. 

With  trophies  plumed  behold  «  an  hero  come^ 
Ye  dreary  wilds,  prepare  his  yawning  tomb* 
Though  fmiling  fortune  bleft  his  youthful  mom. 
Though  glorjr's  rays  his  laurel'd  brows  adorn. 
Full  oft  though  he  bdield  with  fparkling  eye 
The  Turkifh  moons  in  wild  confiifion.  fly, 
While  he,  proud  vi^r,  thunder'd  in  the  rear,    • 
All,  all  his  mighty  fame  fhall  vanifh  here. 
Quiloa's  fons,  and  thine,  Mombaze,  fhall  fee 
Their  conqueror  bend  his  laurel'd  head  to  me  j 

VOL.  II.  E  While 


■  ^m^Bebotdam  hero  mflw^-Don  Framcifio  ie  Almeyia,  He  W«  tlie  fiffi  PoP> 
tugueie  Ticeroy  of  India,  in  which  country  he  obtained  ierend great  vidtorief 
over  the  Mohammedans  and  Pagans.  He  conquered  Qoiioaf  and  Mom- 
bafla  or  Mombaze.  On  his  return  to-Portogal  he  put  into  the  bay  of  Sal« 
danna,  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  take  hi  water  and  provifions. 
The  rudenefs  of  one  of  his  ierrants  produced  a  quarrel  with  the  Caffres,  or 
Hottentots.  His  attendanU,  much  againft  bis  will,  forced  him  to  march 
againft  the  bUclis.  '*  Ah,  whither  (he  exdaimed)  will  you  carry  the  infirm 
*«  man  of  fixty  years."  After  plundering  a  mifetable  village,  on  the  re- 
turn to  their  (hips  they  were  attacked  by  a  fuperior  number  of  CaiTres,  who 
fought  with  fuch  fiiry  in  refcue  of  their  children,  whom  the  Portu|siiere  had 
feized,  that  the  viaeroy  and  fifty  of  his  attendants  were  fiaiQ« 
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Wlule  proudly  mingling  with  the  tempefPs  foani^ 
Thar  (boats  of  joy  from  every  cUff  reboond.  ' 

The  howling  bbft*  ye  flombering  ftormi  prqnr^ 

A  youthful  lover  and  his  beauteous  hir^ 

Triumphant  fail  firom  Indians  ravaged  land ; 

His  evil^angd  leads  him  to  my  ftrand. 

Through  the  torn  hulk  the  dafhiiq;  waves  fhall  roar> 

The  fhatter'd  wrecks  Ihall  Uacken  aU  my  ihore. 

Themfelv^  eScxped,  de^il'd  by  favage  hands. 

Shall  naked  wander  o'er  the  burning  fands^ 

Spared  by  the  waves  far  deeper  woes  to  bear. 

Woes  even  by  me  acknowledged  with  a  tear. 

Their  infant  race,  the  promiied  heirs  of  joy. 

Shall  now  no  more  an  hundred  hands  employ  ; 

By  crud  want,  beneach.the  patents^  eye. 

In  thefe  wide  waftes  their  infimt  race  ihall  die. 

Through  dreary  wilds  where  never  pilgrim  trod. 

Where  caverns  yawn  and  rocky  fragments  nod. 

The  haplefs  lover  and  his  bride  (hall  ffaray. 

By  night  unihelter'd,  and  forlorn  by  day. 

In  vain  the  lover  o'er  the  tracklefs  plain 

Slxall  dart  his  eyes,  and  cheer  his  fpoufe  in  vain. 

Her  tender  limbs,  and  breaft  of  mountain  fnow. 

Where  ne'er  before  intruding  blaft  might  blow, 

ParchM  by  the  fun,  and  {hrlvell'd  by  the  cold 

Of  dewy  night,  fhall  he,  fond  man,  behold. 

Thus  wandering  wide,  a  thoufand  ills  o'erpaft. 

In  fond  embraces  they  fhall  iink  at  laft  i 

While 
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WhBc  pitying  tears  their  dying  ^es  overflow. 
And  the  laft  figh  (hall  wail  each  other's^  woe. 


K  2  Some 


▼  Jtid  the  la/ljtghjiatt  tvaS  each  other* t  w«tfd— 'This  poetical  dcfcription  of 
the  miTerable  cataftrophe  of  Don  Emmamiel  de  Souza,  and  his  beautiful 
fpouTe  Leonora  de  Sa,  is  by  no  means  exaggerated.  He  was  fcveral  years 
l^vemor  of  ]3!u  in  India,  where  he  amaded  immcnfe  wealth.  On  his  re- 
turn to  his  native  country,  the  (hip  m  which  were  his  lady,  all  his  riches, 
and  five  hundred  men,  his  iailors  and  domeftics,  was  dafhed  to  pieces  on  the 
rocks  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Don  Emmanuel,  his  bdy,  and  three 
diildren,  with  fonc  htmdnd  of  the  crew,  efcaped,  having  only  (aved  a  few 
arms  and  proviHons.  As  they  marched  through  the  rude  unculthratad  d^ 
ferts,  ibme  died  of  famine,  of  thirft,  and  fatigue;  others,  who  wandered 
from  the  main  body  in  feardf  of  water,  wdre  murdered  by  the  lavages,  or 
deftroyed  by  the  wild  beads.  The  horror  of  tliis  mifcrable  iitnation  was 
rood  dreadfully  aggravated  to  Donna  Leonora  :  her  hulband  began  to  dif- 
Gover  ftarts  of  mfanity.  They'  arrived  at  laft  at  a  village  inhabited  by  Ethi- 
opian bandittL  At  firft  they  were  courteoufly  received,  and  Sou^a,  partly 
ftupified  with  grief,  at  the  defift  of  the  barbarians,  yielded  up  to  them  the 
arms  of  his  company.  No  fbooer  was  this  done,  than  the  favages  ftripped 
the  whole  company  naked,  and  left  them  deftitute  to  the  mercy  of  the  dc- 
feit.  The  Wretchedncfs  of  the  delicate  and  expofed  Leonora  was  encreafed 
by  the  brutal  inihlts  of  the  negroes.  Her  huftMind,  unable  to  relieve,  be- 
held her  miferies.  After  having  travelled  about  300  leagues,  her  legs  fwcU- 
ed,  her  feet  bleeding  at  every  ftep,  and  her  ftrength  exhaufted,  ftie  funk 
down,  and^vlth  the  £md  covered  herfelf  to  the  neck,  to  conceal  her  naked- 
neis.  In  this  drcadfnl  fituation,  [he  beheld  two  of  her  children  expire.  Her 
own  death  fbon  followed.  Her  huft>and,  who  had  been  long  enamoured  of 
her  beauty,  received  h«r  laft  breath  in  a  diftra^ted  embrace.  Immediately 
he  fnatched  his  third  child  in  his  arms,  and  uttering  the  moft  lamentable 
cries,  he  rati  into  the  thickcft  of  the  wood,  where  the  wild  beafts  were 
foon  heard  to  growl  over  their  prey.  Of  the  whole  four  hiAidred  who  ef- 
caped the  waves,  only  (ix  and  twenty  arrived  at  another  Ethiopian  village, 
whofe  inhabitants  were  mote  civilized,  and  traded  with  the  merchants  of 
the  Red  Sea :  from  hencr  they  found  a  paflage  to  Europe,  and  brought  the 
tidings  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  theif  companions.  Jerome  de  Cortcreal,  a 
PortugUefc  poet,  has  written  an  affe^ng  poem  on  tlie  (hipwreck  and  deplo- 
rable cataftrophe  of  Don  Emmanuel  and  his  beloved  fpoufe.  Vid.  Faria^ 
Barrvt  &c. 
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'    Some  few,  the  fad  companions  of  their  fiite. 
Shall  yet  furvive,  protected  by  my  hate. 
On  Tagus'  banks  the  difmal  tale  to  teU 
How  blaftcd  by  my  frown  your  heroes  fclL 

He  paus'd,  in  aft  ftill  farther  to  difclofe 
A  long,  a  dreary  prophecy  of  woes : 
When  fpringing  onward,  loud  my  voice  refbunds. 
And  midft  hb  rage  the  threatening  ihade  confounds; 
What  art  thou,  horrid  form,  that  rideft  the  air  ? 
By  heaven's  eternal  light,  ftern  fiend,  declare. 
His  lips  he  writhes,  his  eyes  far  round  he  throws. 
And  from  his  breaft  deep  hollow  groans  arofe ; 
Sternly  aikaunce  he  ftood  :  with  wounded  pride 
And  anguifli  torn,  in  me,  behold,  he  cried. 
While  dark-red  fparkles  from  his  eyeballs  roll'd, 
In  me  the  fpirit  of  the  Cape  behold, 
That  rock  by  you  the  Cape  of  Tempefts  named. 
By  Neptune's  rage  in  horrid  earthquakes  framed, 
When  Jove's  red  bolts  o'er  Titan's  offspring  flamed. 
With  wide-ilretch'd  piles  I  guard  the  pathlefs  (hand. 
And  Afric's  fouthern  mound  unmoved  I  fland ; 
Nor  Roman  prow,  nor  daring  Tyrian  oar 
Ere  daih'd  the  white  wave  foaming  to  my  (hore ; 
Nor  Greece  nor  Carthage  ever  fpread  the  fail 
On  thcfe  my  feas  to  catch  the  trading  gale. 
You,  you  alone  have  dared  to  plough  my  main. 
And  with  the  human  voice  difturb  my  loncfomc  reign. 

He 


} 
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He  ^  fpoke,  and  deep  a  lengthened  figh  he  drew, 

A  doleful  found,  and  vanifh'd.from  the  view ; 

The  firighten'd  billows  gave  a  rolling  fwell. 

And  diftant  far  prolonged  the  difmal  yeH ; 

Faint  and  more  faint  the  howFmg  echoes  die, 

And  the  black  cloud  difperfing  leaves  the  iky. 

High 

^  Htjpoke^  ■  The  drcwnftances  of  the  difappearance  of  the  fpcftre  arc 
in  the  fame  poetical  fpirit  of  the  introdu^Hon.  To  fuppofe  this  fpe£brc  the 
Spirit  of  that  huge  promontory  the  Cape  of  Tempers,  which  by  night 
nakes  its  awAil  appeaimnce  to  die  fleet  of  Gama,  while  wandering  in  an  un- 
known ocean,  isa  noble  flightof  imagination.  As  already  obfenred  in  the 
preface,  the  machinery  of  Carodens  is  allegorical :  To  eAablifh  Chriflianity 
in  the  Eaft,  is  expiefly  laid  in  the  Lufiad  to  be  the  great  purpofe  of  the 
Hero.  By  Bacchus,  the  demon  who  oppofes  the  expedition,  the  genius 
of  MohammediTm  muft  of  confequence  be  underftood :  and  accordingly,  in 
the  dghth  book,  the  Evil  ipirit  and  Bacchus  are  mentbned  as  the  fame 
peribnage ;  where,  in  the  figure  of  Mohammed,  he  appears  in  a  dream  to 
a  Mohammedan  priefl.  In  like  manner  by  Adamaftor,  the  genius  of  Mo- 
hammediTm muft  be  fuppofcd  to  be  meant.  The  Moors,  who  profefled 
that  religion,  were,  till  the  arrival  of  Gama,  the  fole  navigators  of  the  eai^ 
tern  leas,  and  by  every  exertion  of  force  and  fraud,  they  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  Settlements  of  the  Chriftians.  In  the  figure  of  the  fpe^lre,  the 
French  tranflator  finds  an  exa£t  defcription  of  the  peribn  of  Mohammed,  his 
fierce  demeanour  and  pale  complexion;  but  he  certainly  carries  his  unravd- 
auKt  too  far  in  feveral  inftances :  to  mention  only  two ;  *<  Mohammed  (iays 
**  he)  was  a  falfe  prophet,  £6  is  Adamaftor,  who  fays  Emmanuel  de  Souza 
**  and  his  fpoufe  /hall  die  in  one  another's  arms,  whereas  the  hufband  was 
^  devoured  by  wild  beafts  m  the  wood.  .  .  .  By  the  metamorphofis  of 
^  Adamaftor  into  an  huge  mafs  of  earth  and  rock,  laved  by  tlie  waves,  is 
*'  meant  the  death  and  tomb  of  Mohammed.  He  died  of  a  dropfy,  behold 
**  the  waters  which  inrround  him ;  wiU  Us  eamx  qui  VinkmnttU — His  tomb 
"  was  exceeding  hi^  behold  the  height  of  the  promontory.*'  By  fuch 
latitude  of  interpretation,  the  allegory  which  was  really  intended  by  an  au- 
thor, becomes  fiifpeAcd  by  the  reader.  AsCamoens,  however,  hasaftiired 
as  that  he  did  allegorife,  one  need  not  hefiute  to  affirm,  that  the  amour  of 
Adamaftor  is  an  inflance  of  it.  By  Thetis  is  figured  Renown,  or  true  Glory, 
by  the  fierce  pafiion  of  the  ^ant,  the  fierce  rage  of  ambition,  and  by  the 
nigged  mountain  that  filled  his  deluded  arms,  the  infamy  acquired  by  the 
Vmtal  conqueror  Mohammed.  The  hint  of  this  laft  circumftancc  is  adopt- 
ed from  C^ra. 
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High  to  the  angel  hoft,  whofb  guardian  care 

Had  ever  round  us  watch'd,  my  hands  I  r»r. 

And  heaven's  dread  king  implore,  as  o'er  our  head 

The  fiend  diffolved,  an  empty  f^adow  fled ; 

So  may  his  curfes  by  the  winds  of  heaven 

Far  o'er  the  deep^  their  idle  i^ort,  be  driven  ! 

With  facr  ed  horror  thrill'd,  Mdixida's  lord 
Held  up  the  eager  hand,  and  caught  the  word. 
Oh  wondrous  faith  o^  ancient  days,  he  cries^ 
Conceal'd  in  myftic  lore,  and  dark  difguife  I 
Taught  by  their  fires,  our  hoary  fiithers  teilf 
On  thefe  rude  ihores  a  giant  fpeftre  fell. 
What  time  from  heavicn  the  x»bel  band  were  thrown : 
And  oft  the  wandering  Twain  has  heard  his  moan. 
While  o'er  the  wave  the  clouded  niopn  appears 
To  hide  her  weeping  fece,   his  voice  he  rears 
O'er  the  wild  ftorm.    Deep  in  the  dsqrs  of  yore 
A  holy  pilgrim  trod  the  nightly  fliore ; 
Stern'  groans  he  heard ;  hy  ghoftly  fpells  controll'd^ 
His  fate,  myfterious,  thus  the  (peftre  told  : 

By  forceful  Titan*s  warm  embrace  compreft 
The  rock-ribb*d  mother  earth  his  love  confeft  j 
The  hundred-handed  giant  2t  a  birth 
And  me  (he  bore :  nor  flept  my  hopes  on  earth  : 
"Sflj  heart  avow'd  my  fire's  etherial  flaipe  j 
Great  Adamaftor  then  my  dreaded  name. 
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b  my  bold  brodiers*  glorioiis  tculs  engaged. 

Tremendous  war  agsunft  cbe  gods  I  waged: 

Tet  not  to  reach  the  throne  of  heaven  I  try^ 

With  moontam  pSed  on  monntaun  to  the  iky  % 

To  me  the  conqueft  of  the  feas  befd. 

In  his  green  reafan  the  ftcond  Jove  to  qnelL 

Nor  did  amlMtian  all  my  poffions  hold, 

'Twas  love  that  prompted  an  attempt  fo  boU. 

Ah  mcj  one  fiimmer  in  the  coed  of  day 

I  faw  the  Nereids  on  the  (andy  bay 

With  lovely  Thetis  from  the  wave  advance 

In  mirchfol  frolic,  and  the  naked  dance. 

In  all  her  charms  reveal'd  the  goddefi  trode ; 

With  fierceft  fires  my  ftnugig^i^  bofom  glow'd} 

Tet,  yet  I  fed  them  bomiag  in  my  heart. 

And  hopelefs  langoifh  with  the  rag^g  fmart. 

For  her,  each  goddefs  of  the  heavens  I  fcom*d. 

For  her  alone  my  fervent  ardour  bum'd. 

In  vain  I  wooM  her  to  the  lover's  bed  i 

From  my  grim  form  with  horror  mute  fhe  fled. 

Madning  with  love,  by  force  I  ween  to  gaun 

The  filver  goddefs  of  the  blue  domain: 

To  the  hoar  mother  of  the  Nereid  ^band 

I  tdl  my  purpofc,  and  her  aid  command : 

By 


'...TTrZMcr  mtihr^atHinid  AMd^-IVirk,  the fiftcruid fpauie  of 
Nerens*  By  NerenSy  in  the  phyfical  fenie  of  the  fable,  is  anderftood  the 
water  of  the  Tea,  and  by  Doris,  the  bittemeft  or  filt,  the  fuppoied  caofe  of 
its  prolific  quality  in  the  gcneratloii  of  fiihes. 
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By  fear  impelled,  old  Doris  tries  to  move. 

And  win  the  fpoufe  of  Peleus  to  my  love. 

The  filler  goddefs  with  a  fmile  replies. 

What  nymph  can  yield  her  charms  a  giiant^s  prize ! 

Yet  from  the  horrors  of  a  war  to  fare. 

And  guard  in  peace  our  em^nre  of  the  wave. 

Whatever  with  honour  he  may  hope  to  gain, 

That  let  him  hope  his  wi(h  ihaU  fbon  attain. 

The  promifed  grace  infiifed  a  bolder  fire. 

And  (hook  my  mighty  limbs  with  fierce  defire. 

But  ah,  what  error  fpreads  its  dreamful  night. 

What  phantoms  hover  o'er  the  lover's  fight ! 

The  war  refign'd,  my  fteps  by  Doris  led. 

While  gentle  eve  her  fliadowy  mantle  fpread. 

Before  my  fteps  the  fnowy  Thetis  fhone 

In  all  her  charms,  all  naked,  and  alone. 

Swift  as  the  wind  with  open  arms  I  fprung. 

And  round  her  waift  with  joy  delirious  clung : 

In  all  the  tranfports  of  the  warm  embrace. 

An  hundred  kifies  on  her  angel  face. 

On  all  its  various  charms  my  rage  beftows, 

And  on  her  cheek  my  cheek  enraptured  glows. 

When,  oh,  what  anguiih  while  my  ihame  I  tell ! 

What  fixt  defpair,  what  rage  my  bofom  fwell ! 

Here  was  no  goddefs,  here  no  heavenly  charms, 

A  rugged  mountain  fiU'd  my  eager  arms, 

Whofe  rocky  top  o'erhung  with  matted  brier, 

Kecelved  the  kifies  of  my  amorous  fire. 

Waked 
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Waked  from  my  dream  cold  horror  freezed  my  blood; 
Fixt  as  a  rock  before  the  rock  I  ftood ; 

0  fimreft  goddefs  of  the  ocean  tnun, 
Behold  the  triumph  of  thy  proud  difdain  I 
Yet  why,  I  cried^  with  all  I  wifli*d  decoy. 
And  when  exuldng  in  the  dream  of  joy. 
An  horrid  mountain  to  mine  arms  convey  1 
Madning  I  (poke,  and  furious  Iprung  away. 
Far  to  the  fouth  I  fought  the  world  unknown. 
Where  I  unheard,  unfcom*d,  might  wail  alone. 
My  foul  dilhonour,  and  my  tears  to  hide. 
And  ihun  the  triumph  of  the  goddefs'  pride. 
My  brothers  now  by  Jovc*s  red  arm  overthrown. 
Beneath  huge  mountains  pled  on  mountains  groan  % 
And  I,  who  taught  each  echo  to  deplore. 

And  tell  my  forrows  to  the  defert  fhore, 

1  felt  the  hand  of  Jove  my  crimes  purfue  ; 
My  fti£fcning  flelh  to  earthy  ridges  grew. 

And  my  huge  bones,  no  more  by  marrow  warm'd. 
To  horrid  piles  and  ribs  of  rock  transformed. 
Yon  dark4Mrow'd  cape  of  monftrous  iize  became, 
Where  round  me  ftill,  in  triumph  o'er  my  ihame. 
The  filvery  Thetis  bids  her  (urges  roar. 
And  waft  my  groans  along  the  dreary  (hore. 

Melinda's  monarch  thus  the  tale  purdied 

Of  ancient  faith ;  and  Gama  thus  renewed — 

Now  from  the  wave  the  chariot  of  the  day 

Whirrd  by  the  fiery  courfers  fprings  away. 

When 
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When  full  in  view  tke  giant  Cape  af^iears. 

Wide  fpreads  its  limbs,  and  high  its  fteuldors  reais  ; 

Behind  us  now  it  curves  the  holding  "fide. 

And  our  bold  vefleb  plow  ihe  eaftem  tide. 

Nor  long  excurfive  off  at  fea  we  ftand, 

A  cultur'd  fhore  invites  us  to  the  land. 

Here  their  fwect  fcenes  the  rural  joys  beftow. 

And  give  our  wearied  minds  a  lively  J  g^ow. 

The  tenants  of  the  coaft,  a  feftive  band, 

With  dances  meet  us  on  the  yellow  fand  $ 

Their  brides  on  flow-paced  oxen  rode  behind  $ 

The  fpreading  horns  with  flowery  garlands  twined, 

Beijpoke  the  dew4apt  beeves  thdr  proodeft  beaft,  ^ 

Of  all  their  beftial  ftore  the  valued  moft. 

% 


y  Andgive Mir  toiaried mtMh  a  Mvefy  |i^v^— Variety  isso  !efi  ddxg^itfid  to 
the  reader  than  to  the  traYeUer,  at|d  the  imaginatloo  of  Camfiesf  pLW  an 
abandant  fupply.  llie  infcrtion  of  this  paftoral  landicape,  between  the 
terrific  foenes  which  precede  an3  foliow,  has  a  fine  tfkA.  **  Varietf ,*' 
fays  Pope,  in  one  of  his  notes  on  the  OdylTey,  **  gives  life  and  delight ;  and 
■*  it  is  much  more  neceflary  in  epic  than  in  comic  or  tragic  poetry,  fomc- 
■*  times  to  Ailt  the  fcenes  to  di? erfify  and  embeUKh  the  (lory.**  The  aa- 
tfaority  of  another  celebrated  writer  offers  itfelf :  "  Les  Forkigais  man^gaagi 
**  fur  t  ocean  Atlantifue^  deeouvrireiit  iafoimte  la  plus  meruRonaU  de  VAfrtques  Us 
**  twVffitf  MM  ^>afg  mers  t^  I**  poHa  aux  Iitdes  Orientaiet\  kmn perii*  fir  eeHe 
■*  flwr,  tt  la  duouwrU  A  MoxamUgiUf  4e  Meiimie-,  4i  d»  CaUeutf  vd  he  €baii$n 
**  par  Ic  Ca$noeM/,  dont  le poetnefait fentir  quelque  ebofe des  cbarwtes  deVOdyJptittit 
•*  la  magntficenu  de  VEnade**  i.  e.  The  Portuguefe  failing  upon  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean  difcorered  the  moft  ibutheni  point  of  Africa :  here  they  found  an 
immenfe  fea,  which  carried  them  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  The  dangers  they  en- 
countered in  the  Toyage,  the  dilcovery  of  Moaombic*  of  Melioda,  and  of 
Odicut,  have  been  fung  by  Camdens,  wl^oii:  poem  recalls  to  our  minds  the 
charms  of  the  Odyfley,  and  the  ma|;nificence  of  the  £neid«  Montefquieu, 
Spirit  of  Lawsj  b.  xkL  c.  a. 
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By  tarns  the  Jbulbands  and  tibc  luides  jnrciloqg 

Thevarims  meffy^x$  of  tibc  uml  fong. 

Now  to  the  dance  ihe xnftic  reeds  refound; 

The  jancnV  heeb  jyiglit-qaive;rjng  beat  tlie  grovnd ; 

And  now  the  Iambs  around  them  bleating  ftray^ 

Feed  from  their  hands^  or  ro^d  them  friiking  play. 

Methought  I  fyw  the  lylvan  reign  of  Pan^ 

And  heard  the  mufic  of  the  Mantuan  fwan-^ 

With  finiles  we  haul  themj  and  with  joy  behold 

The  blifsfril  mmnen  of  the  age  of  gold. 

With  that  mild  kindnefs,  by  their  looks  difplay'd, 

Frdh  ftorfis  they  brmg,  with  clo^h  of  red  repay'd: 

Yet  from  their  lips  no  word  we  Imew  could  flow» 

Nor  fign  of  Indians  flrand  their  h»pds  beftow. 

Fair  blow  the  winds^  zgpin  wif h  faib  upfiirl'd 

We  dare  the  mm^  and  leek  die  eaftem  world.     , 

Now  round  U^  i|£ric's  cpaft  our  n^vy  yeerM, 

And  to  the  worif  s  mid  ciide  northward  ^o^d : 

The  fouth^r^  pole  low  to  the  wave  declined^ 

We  leave  the  ffle  of  Holy  Crols'bcfamdi 

That  ifle  where  erft  a  L»fiap»  when  he  p^ 

The  tempeft-beaten  Cape^  his  anchors  cafl:^ 

And  own'd  his  proud  ambition  tp  expkve 

The  kingdoms  of  ^  moruj  cpuld  dare  no  m^re. 

From 


*  HTt  leave  Oei/to/HOy  Cr^.— — A  finall  UUmd,  named  Ante  Cntm  by 
Bitlwlopiew  Dial,  who  dUborered  h.  According  to  Faria  y  Sorfa,  he 
wait  twenty-five  leagues  ftithcr,  to  the  rhrer  ddLtfimU^  which,  till  paffed 
byGama,  was  the  ntmoft  extent  of  the  Portngucfe  diTooveries. 


} 
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From  thence,  ftilLon,  our  daring  courfe  we  hold 

Through  tracklefi  gulphs,  whofe  billows  never  rolPd 

Around  the  veflel's  pitchy  fides  before; 

Through  tracklefs  gulphs,  where  mountain  Airges  roar. 

For  many  a  night,  when  not  a  ftar  appeared. 

Nor  in£uit  moon's  dim  horns  the  darkneis  cheered ; 

For  many  a  dreary  night,  and  cheerlefi  day. 

In  cahns  now  fetterM,  now  the  whirlwind^s  play, 

By  ardent  hope  ftill  fired,  we  forced  our  dreadful  way. 

Now  finooth  as  glafs  the  ihining  waters  lie. 

No  cloud  flow  moving  fails  the  azure  iky ; 

Slack  from  their  height  the  fails  unmoved  decline^ 

The  airy  ftreamers  form  the  downward  line  ^ 

No  gentle  quiver  owns  the  gentle  gale. 

Nor  gentleft  fwell  diftends  the  ready  lail ; 

Fixt  as  in  ice  the  flumberxng  prows  remain. 

And  filence  wide  extends  her  folemn  reign. 

Now  to  the  waves  the  burfting  clouds  defcend. 

And  heaven  and  fea  in  meeting  tempefts  tdend ; 

The  black-wing'd  whirlwinds  o'er  the  ocean  fwtep. 

And  firom  his  bottom  roars  the  daggering  deep* 

Driven  by  the  yelling  Waft's  impetuous  fway 

Staggering  we  bound,  yet  onward  bound  away. 

And  now  efcaped  the  fary  of  the  ftorm. 

New  danger  threatens  in  a  various  form ; 

Though 
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Though  frefli  the  breeze  the  fwelling  o^vafi  fweU'dy 
A  current's  ■  headlong  fweep  our  prows  withheld: 
The  rapid  force  impreft  on  every  keel. 
Backward,  o'erpowerM,  our  rolling  vefleb  reel : 
When  from  their  foptheni  caves  the  winds,  enraged 
In  horrid  confliA  with  the  waves  engaged ; 
Beneath  the  tempeft  groans  each  loaded  maft, 
And  o'er  the  rufhing  tide  our  bounding  navy  paft* 

Now  fhined  the  facred  mom,  when  from  the  eaft 

Three  kings  the  holy  cradled  babe  addreft. 

And  hail'd  him  Lord  of  heaven  :  that  feftive  day 

We  drop  our  anchors  in  an  opening  bay  \ 

The  river  from  the  facred  day  we  name, 

And  ftores,  the  wandering  feaman's  right,  we  claim* 

Stores  we  received  $  our  deareft  hope  in  vain  j 

No  word  they  utter'd  could  our  ears  retain 

Nought  to  reward  our  iearch  for  India's  found. 

By  word  or  fign  our  ardent  wifhes  *>  crown'd. 

Behold, 

•  A  emrrent't  htodUt^fwttp^^t  was  the  foTce  of  this  rufhing  current  which 
retarded  the  farther  difcoveries  of  Diaz.  Gama  got  over  it  by  the  aiGAance 
of  a  temped.  It  runs  between  Cape  Corrientes,  and  the  fbuth  we  A  of  Ma- 
dagaicar.    It  is  now  eallly  avoided. 

^  Nmtgbt  to  rrwardwr  fearcb  for  Iti£a  i  found— Th.t  frequent  difappoint-p 
snent  of  the  Portuguefe,  when  they  expert  to  hear  fome  account  of  India, 
is  a  judicious  imitation  of  feveral  ports  of  Virgil ;  who,  in  the  fame  man- 
ner, magnifies  the  diftrefles  of  the  Trojans  in  their  fearch  for  the  fated  feat 
of  empire  s 

— —  Ogens 
JmfdiK  f  ad  U  txitio  fortuna  refervat  T 
Sefitima  pofi  Trof^  exeidhtmjam  verHtur  mfias  ; 

Gumfnta^  am  ttrras  ommtt  *ot  ittb^fitafaxa 

SUeraptt 
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Beheld^  O  king,  hdw  many  a  fhtH^ifi iff dl 
How  mady  a  fierce  barbaritm's  rage  detfd  I 
Yet  ftill  in  vain  for  Indians  fhortf  we  tty. 
The  long-fought  (hores  onr  an»Mi»  feareh  defy. 
Beneadi  new  heavens,  where  not  a  ^xr  we  knew, 
Through  changiilg  clknes,   Whiere  pciTorfd  air  we  drew ; 
Wandering  n«w  feas,  in  gulphs  unknown,  forlorn. 
By  labour  weakened,  and  by  famine  worn  ; 
Our  food  corrupted,  pregnant  with  difeafe^ 
And  peftilence  on  each  expe£ted  breeze; 
Not  even  a  gleanl  of  hope's  ddiiiGve  ray 
To  lead  us  onward  through  the  devious  way ; 
That  kind  delufibn  which  full  oft  has  cheered 
The  braveft  minds,  till  glad  fuccefi  appeared ; 
Worn  as  we  were  each  night  with  dreary  care. 
Each  day  with  danger  that  increafed  deipair. 
Oh !  monarch,  judge,  what  lefs  than  Lufian  fire 
Could  ftill  the  hopelefs  (com  of  fate  inipire  1 
What  lefs,  O  king,  than  Lufian  faith  withfbnd. 
When  dire  defpair  and  fiimine  gave  command 
Their  chief  to  murder,  and  widi  Uwlefs  power 
Sweep  Afric's  Teas,  and  every  coaft  devour  ! 
What  more  than  men  in  wild  defjpair  ftill  bold  ! 
Thcfe  more  than  ^  men  in  thefe  my  band  behold  ! 

Sacred 

SuUraqui  emtnfa  ftfhmtr :  dim  per  nutn  magmim 

Italiam  feqvmur  fygunUm^  k  vMwntr  unSs»  JEn.  V. 

*  Thefe  more  than  aim.— It  had  been  extremely  impolltk  in  Oama  to 
mention  the  mutiny  of  his  followers  to  the  king  of  Melinds.    The  boaft 

of 
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Sacred  to  deaths  bj  death  alone  fubdued» 
Thefe  aD  the  rage  of  fierce  deipair  withftood ; 
Firm  to  their  £uth,  though  fondeft  hope  no  more 
Could  give  the  promife  of  their  native  fhore ! 

Now  the  fweet  waters  of  the  ftream  we  leave^ 
And  the  fait  waves  our  gliding  prows  receive ; 
Here  to  the  left,  between  the  bending  ihoreff. 
Torn  by  the  winds  the  whirling  billow. roars. 
And  boiling  raves  againft  the  founding  coaft, 
Whofe  mines  of  gold  SofalaV  merchants  boaft : 
Full  to  the  gulph  the  ihowery  fbuth-winds  howl, 
Aflant  againft  the  wind  our  veiTels  roll : 
Far  from  the  land,  wide  o'er  the  ocean  driven. 
Our  helms  refigntng  to  the  care  of  heaven. 
By  hope  and  fear's  keen  paffions  toft,  we  roam, 
When  our  glad  eyes  beheld  the  furges  foam 
Againft  the  beacons  of  a  cultured  bay. 
Where  floops  and  barges  cut  the  watery  way. 
The  river^s  opening  breaft  fome  upward  ply'd. 
And  fome  came  gliding  down  the  fw^eepy  tide* 

Quick 

of  their  loyalty  befides,  ha»  a  good  effcA  in  the  poem,  as  it  elevates  the 
heroes,  and  gives  unifonnity  to  the  charaftcr  of  bravery,  which  the  dignity 
of  the  epoporia  required  to  be  aftribed  to  them.  Hiftory  relates  the  mat* 
ter  differently.  In  (hmding  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Gama  gave  the 
higbeft  proofs  of  his  refolution,  •*  In  :Ho  auian  eurfu  ^oaide  Gama  virtus  etd' 
**  tuit**  The  fleet  Teemed  now  tofled  to  the  clouds,  ut  modo  nubes  eontingaret 
and  now  funk  to  the  loweft  whirlpools  of  the  abyfs.  The  winds  were  in- 
faSktzh^f  C9ld,  and  to  the  rage  of  the  temped  was  added  the  horror  of  an 
almoft  continnil  darkneft.  The  erew  expected  every  moment  to  be  fwal- 
lowed  up  in  the  deep.  At  every  interval  of  the  dorm,  they  came  round 
Gama,  aflerting  the  impoflibility  to  proceed  further,  and  imploring  to  fc- 
turn.    Bat  this  he  rdblutely  refufed.    See  the  preface. 
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Qmck  throbs  of  tranfports  heaved  in  every  heart 

To  view  the  knowledge  of  the  feaman's  art ; 

For  here  we  hoped  our  ardent  m£h  to  gain. 

To  hear  of  India's  ftrand,  nor  hoped  in  vain. 

Though  Ethiopia's  fable  hue  they  bore 

No  look  of  wild  furprize  the  natives  wore : 

Wide  o'er  their  heads  the  cotton  turban  fwell'd. 

And  cloth  of  blue  the  decent  loins  conceal'd. 

Their  fpeech,  though  rude  and  diilbnant  of  found. 

Their  fpeech  a  mixture  of  Arabian  own'd. 

Fernando,  ikill'd  in  all  the  copious  ftore 

Of  fair  Arabia's  fpeech  and  flowery  lore. 

In  joyful  converfe  heard  the  pleafing  tale. 

That  o*er  thefe  feas  full  oft  the  frequent'fail. 

And  lordly  veflels,  tall  as  ours,  appear'd. 

Which  to  the  regions  of  the  morning  fteer'd. 

And  back  returning  to  the  fouthmoft  land, 

Convey'd  the  treafures  of  the  Indian  ftrand  ; 

Whofe  cheerful  crews,  refembling  ours,  difplay 

The  ^  kindred  face  and  colour  of  the  day. 

Elate  with  joy  we  raife  the  glad  acclaim. 

And,  c  river  of  Good  Sigis,  the  port  we  name : 

Then,  facred  to  the  angel  guide,  who  led 

The  young  Tobiah  to  the  ipoufal  bed. 

And 


<  The  i(MdW /mv.— — Gama  and  his  followers  were  at  fevend  ports, 
on  their  firft  arrital  in  the  £aft,  thought  to  be  Moors.  See  the  note, 
▼OL.  1.  p.  28. 

*  j^  (ksSoiufitau, 
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And  fafe  retum'd  him  through  the  perilous  way. 
We  rear  a  column  ^  on  the  friendly  bay. 

Our  keels,  that  now  had  fteer'd  through  many  a  clime, 
By  fhdl-fifh  roughen'd,  and  incafed  with  flime, 
Joyful  we  clean,  while  bleating  from  the  field 
The  fleecy  dams  the  fmiling  natives  yield : 
But  while  each  face  an  honeft  welcome  fhews. 
And  big  with  fprightly  hope  each  bofom  glows, 
(Alas  I  how  vain  the  bloom  of  human  joy  1 
How  foon  the  blafls  of  woe  that  bloom  deftroy  I) 
A  dread  difeafe  its  rankling  horrors  ihed. 
And  death's  dire  ravage  through  mine  army  fpread. 
Never  mine  eyes  fuch  dreary  fight  beheld, 
Ghaflly  the  mouth  and  gums  enormous  s  fwell'd  ^ 
And  inftant,  putrid  like  a  dead  man's  wound, 
Poifoned  with  fetid  fteams  the  air  around. 
No  fage  phyfician's  ever-watchful  zeal, 
No  ikilful  (urgeon's  gentle  hand  to  heal. 
Were  found  :  each  dreary  mournful  hour  we  gave 
Some  brave  companion  to  a  foreign  grave  : 

VOL.  li.  L  *  A  grave, 

•  We  rear  a  eoUimn,  p\l  was  the  cuftom  of  the  Portuguefe  navigators 
to  ereA  crofles  on  the  (bores  of  the  new-diicovered  countries.  Gama  car- 
ried materials  for  pillars  of  Aone  along  with  him,  and  erected  fix  of  thefe 
crofles  during  his  expedition.  They  bore  the  name  and  arms  of  the  king 
of  Portugal,  and  were  intended  as  proofs  of  the  title  which  accrues  from 
the  fird  dilcoTcry. 

*  Gbafily  the  wnutb  and  gum  eiiermnufw^'d^This  poetical  defcription  of 
the  Scurvy  is  by  no  means  exaggerated  above  what  fometimes  really  hap* 
pens  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  voyage,  and  in  an  unhealthful  climatet  to 
which  the  conftitntion  is  unhabituated. 
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A  grave,  the  twfiil  gift  of  every  fliorc ! 

Alas !  what  weary  toils  with  us  they  bore  ! 

Long,  long  cndear*d  by  fcllowfhip  in  woe. 

O'er  their  cold  duft  we  give  the  tears  to  flow ; 

And  in  thehr  haplefs  lot  forbode  our  own, 

A  foreign  burial,  and  a  grave  unknown  I 

Now  deeply  yearning  o*er  our  deathful  fete. 
With  jojrful  hope  of  India's  fliore  elate. 
We  loofe  the  haulfers  and  the  fail  expand. 
And  upward  coaft  the  Ethiopian  ftrand. 
What  danger  threatened  at  Quiloa's  ifle, 
^ozambic's  treafon,  and  Mombaila's  guile ; 
What  miracles  kind  heaven,  our  guardian,  ^^^enxMight, 
Loud  fame  already  to  thine  ears  has  brought : 
Kind  heaven  again  that  guardian  care  difplay'd, 
And  to  thy  port  our  weary  fleet  convey'd. 
Where  thou,  O  king,  heaven's  regent  power  below, 
Bidft  thy  full  bounty  and  thy  truth  to  flow : 
Health  to  the  fick,  and  to  the  weary  reft. 
And  fprightly  hope  revived  in  every  breaft. 
Proclaim  thy  gifts,  widi  gratefiil  joy  repa/d. 
The  brave  man's  tribute  for  the  brave  man's  aid. 
And  now  in  honour  of  thy  fond  command,  , 

The  glorious  annals  of  my  native  land  \ 
And  what  the  perils  of  a  route  fo  bold. 
So  dread  as  ours,  my  faithful  lips  have  told. 
Then  judge,  great  monarch,  if  the  world  before 

Ere  faw  the  prow  fuch  length  of  feas  explore  I 

Nor 
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Nor  fagc  Ulyflcs,  nor  the  Trojan  pride. 
Such  raging  gulphs,  fuch  whirling  ftorms  defy'd ; 
Nor  one  poor  tenth  of  my  dread  courie  explored. 
Though  by  the  mufe  as  demigods  adored. 

O  thou  whofe  breaft  all  Helicon  inflamed, 
Whofe  birth  feven  vaunting  cities  proudly  claim'd ; 
And  thou  whofe  mellow  lute  and  rural  fong. 
In  fofteft  flow,  led  Mindo's  waves  along ; 
Whofe  warlike  numbers  as  a  ftortn  impeffd. 
And  Tyber's  furges  o'er  his  borders  fwell'd ; 
Let  all  Parnafliis  lend  creative  fire. 
And  all  the  Nine  with  all  their  warmth  infpire ; 
Your  demigods  conduA  through  every  fcene 
Cold  fear  can  paint,  or  \rildeft  fancy  feign ; 
The  Syren's  guileful  lay,   dire  Circe's  fpell. 
And  all  the  horrors  of  the  Cyclop's  cell ; 
Bid  Scylla's  barking  waves  their  mates  overwhelm. 
And  hurl  the  guardian  pilot  from  the  ^  helm ; 
Give  fails  and  oars  to  fly  the  purple  fhore, 
Where  love  of  abfent  friend  awakes  no  »  more ; 

L  2  In 


^  Atid  hirl  the  guardian  pilot  f ram  the  £«£«.— See  JBd.  V.  833. 
^•^^-^TbepurpUJhore.^-TYit  Lotophagi,  tn  ttamed  from  the  pbuit  Lotus, 
are  thus  deicribed  by  Homer : 

Not  prone  to  ill,  nor  (Vrange  to  Foreign  gueft, 
They  cat,  they  drink,  and  nature  gives  the  feaft; 
The  trees  around  them  all  their  fruit  produce; 
Lotos  the  name ;  divine,  nc^tareous  juice ; 

(Thence 
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In  all  their  channs  difplay  Calypfo's  fmiles. 

Her  floweqr  arbours  and  her  amorous  wiles ; 

In  ikins  confined  the  bluftering  winds  ^  control. 

Or  o'er  the  feaft  bid  loathfbme  harpies  ^  prowl ; 

And  lead  your  heroes  through  the  dread  abodes 

Of  tortured  fpe^fares  and  infernal "  gods  ; 

GlTC 

(Thence  called  Lotopha^)  which  whofi>  taftes 

Iniatiate  riots  in  the  fweet  repaAs, 

Nor  other  home  nor  other  care  intends, 

fiot  quits  his  houie,  his  country,  and  his  friends  : 

The  three  we  (ent,  from  off  th'  inchanting  ground 

We  dragg*d  reluctant,  and  by  force  we  bound  : 

The  reft  in  hafte  foribok  the  pleafing  Ihore, 

Or,  the  charm  tafted,  had  retum*d  no  more.      Pops,  Ody£  iix. 

The  natural  hiftory  of  the  Lotos,  however,  is  very  different.  There  are 
curious  kinds  of  it.  The  Lybian  Lotos  is  a  fhrub  like  a  bramble,  the  ber- 
ries like  the  myrtle,  but  purple  when  ripe,  and  about  the  bigneft  of  an 
olire.  Mixed  with  bread-corn  it  was  uied  as  food  for  flaves.  They  alio 
made  an  agreeable  wine  of  it,  but  which  would  not  keep  abore  ten  days. 
See  Pope's  note  m  loco. 

^  Jmjkuu  cmpmd  the  UttJUrimg  wttdi  «w>lrW«— The  gift  of  iEolus  to  Uly ffes. 

The  adverfe  winds  in  leathern  bags  he  brac'd, 

Comprc fs'd  their  force,  and  lock*d  each  ftruggfing  blaft  • 

For  him  the  mighty  fire  of  gods  aiCgn*d, 

The  tempeft's  lord,  the  tyrant  of  the  wind ; 

His  word  alone  the  lift*ning  ftorms  obey. 

To  fmooth  the  deep,  or  fwell  the  foamy  fea. 

Thefe  in  my  bolfow  fhip  the  monarch  hung^ 

Securely  fetter'd  by  a  filver  thong; 

But  Zephyrus  exempt,  with  friendly  gales 

He  duug'd  to  fill,  and  guide  the  fwelling  faib; 

Rare  gift !  but  oh,  what  gift  to  fools  avails.         Pope,  Odyf.  ] 

The  companions  of  Ulyfles  imagined  that  thefe  bags  contained  fbme  valua^ 
ble  treaTure,  and  opened  them  while  their  leader  flept.  The  tcmpefts  burft- 
ing  out  drove  the  fleet  from  Ithaca,  which  was  then  in  fight,  and  was  the 
caufe  of  a  new  train  of  miferies. 

* harpUsprow!        Sec  the  third  -ffineid. 

»  Oftertur*dJp*aru^'^-J&QC  the  fizth  jflBneid,  and  the  eleventh  Odyfley. 


..I 
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Give  every  flower  that  decks  Aonia's  hill 

To  grace  your  fables  with  divineft  fldll ; 

Beneath  the  wonders  of  my  tale  they  fall^ 

Where  truth  all  unadom'd  and  pure  exceeds  them  alL 

While  thus  iUuftrious  Gam  a  charmM  their  ears^ 
The  look  of  wonder  each  Melindian  wears, 
And  pleafed  attention  witneis'd  the  command 
Of  every  movement  of  his  lips  or  hand. 
The  king  enraptured  own'd  the  glorious  fame 
Of  Liiboa's  monarchs,  and  the  Luiian  name; 
What  warlike  rage  the  viAor-kings  inTpired^ 
Nor  leis  their  vrarriors  loyal  faith  admired* 
Nor  lefs  his  menial  train,  in  wonder  loft. 
Repeat  the  gallant  deeds  that  pleafe  them  moft. 
Each  to  his  mate;  while  fixed  in  fond  amaze 
The  Lufian  features  every  eye  furveys ; 
While  prefent  to  the  view,  by  £uicy  brought, 
Arife  the  wonders  by  the  Lufians  wrought ; 
And  each  bold  feature  to  their  wondering  fight 
Diipiays  the  raptured  ardour  of  the  fight. 

Apollo  now  withdrew  the  cheerful  day, 
And  left  the  weftem  Iky  to  twilight  grey; 
Beneath  the  wave  he  fought  fair  Thetis'  bed, 
And  to  the  ihore  Mclinda's  fovereign  fped. 

What 
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What  boundlefs  joys  are  thine,  O  juft  renown^ 
Thou  hope  of  virtue,  and  her  nobleft  crown ; 
By  thee  the  feeds  of  confcious  worth  arc  fired. 
Hero  by  hero,  fame  by  fame  infpired  : 
Without  thine  aid  how  foon  the  hero  dies ! 
By  thee  upborne  his  name  afcends  the  fkies. 
This  Ammon  knew,  and  own'd  his  Homer's  lyre 
The  nobleft  glory  of  Pelides'  ire. 
This  knew  Auguftus,  and  from  Mantua's  (hade 
To  courtly  eafe  the  Roman  bard  convey'd ; 
And  fbon  exulting  flow'd  the  fong  divine. 
The  nobleft  glory  of  the  Roman  line. 
Dear  was  the  mufc  to  Julius :  ever  dear 
To  Scipio  J  though  the  ponderous  conquering  fpear 
Roughen'd  his  hand,  th'  immortal  pen  he  knew. 
And  to  the  tented  field  the  gentle  mufes  drew. 
Each  glorious  chief  of  Greek  or  Latian  line 
Or  barbarous  race  Q,  adorn'd  th'  Aonian  ftirine  j 
Each  glorious  name,  e'er  to  the  mufe  endear'd, 
Or  wooed  the  mufes,  or  the  mufe  revered. 
Alas,  on  Tago's  haplefs  fhores  alone 
The  mufe  is  flighted,  and  her  charms  unknown; 

For 

»  Or  barbarous  race  We  have  already  obfcrved  that  Camocas  was 

not  mifled  by  the  common  declamations  againfl  the  Gothic  conqucron. 
«  Thcodoric,  the  fccond  king  of  the  Oflrogoths,  a  pious  and  humane  prince, 
««  reftored  in  fome  degree  the  ftudy  of  letters ...  He  adopted  into  his 
"  fcrvice  Boethius,  the  moft  learned  and  almoft  only  Latin  philofopher  of 
'<  that  period.  Cafliodorus,  another  eminent  Roman  fcholar,  was  his  grand 
*<  fecretary  .  .  .  Theodoric*s  patronage  of  learning  is  applauded  by  Clau- 
*■  dian,  &c.  Many  other  Gothic  kings  were  equally  attached  to  the  works 
«  of  peace.    Warton,  Hift.  Eng.  Poetry. 
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JFor  this,  no  Virgil  here  attunes  the  lyre. 

No  Homer  here  awakes  the  heroes  6re. 

On  Tago's  fhores  are  Scipios,  Csefars  born. 

And  Alexander's  Lifboa's  clime  adorn. 

But  heaven  has  ftampt  them  in  rougher  mould. 

Nor  gave  the  poliih  to  their  genuine  gold. 

Carelefs  and  rude  or  to  be  known  or  know. 

In  vain  to  them  the  fweeteft  numbers  flow  ^ 

Unheard,  in  vain  their  native  poet  fings. 

And  cold  neglefl:  weighs  down  the  mufe's  wings. 

Even  he  *^  whofe  veins  the  blood  of  Gam  a  warms, 

Walks  by,  unconfcious  of  the  mufe's  charms : 

For  him  no  mufe  ihall  leave  her  golden  loom. 

No  pahn  ihall  bloflbm,  and  no  wreath  fhall  bloom  ;- 

Yet  flxall  my  P  labours  and  my  cares  be  paid 

By  fame  immortal,  and  by  Gama's  fhade : 

Him 

•  Even  bt  tahrfe  «»«/— ^Don  Fran,  de  Gama,  grandibn  of  the  hero  of  the 
Luiiad.  For  his  inlignificant  aiid  worthicis  chara^r,  fee  the  life  of  Ca- 
moens. 

r  Tajutil  my  labours  Arillotlc  has  pronounced,  that  the  works  of  Ho* 
mer  contain  the  perfeA  model  of  the  epic  poem.  Homer  never  gives  us  anf 
digreilive  declamation  fpoken  in  the  perTon  of  the  poet,  or  interruptive  of 
the  thread  of  his  nai ration.  For  this  reaibn,  Milton's  beautiful  complaint 
of  his  blindneis  has  been  cenTured  as  a  violation  of  the  roles  of  the  epopoeta. 
Bat  it  may  be  prefumed  there  is  an  appeal  beyond  the  writings  of  Homer, 
an  appeal  to  the  reafon  of  tljefe  rules.  When  Homer  laid  the  plan  of  his 
works,  he  felt  that  to  write  a  poem  like  an  hiAory,  whofe  paru  had  no  ne- 
ceflary  dependence  and  connexion  with  each  other,  mud  be  uninterefting 
and  tirefbme  to  the  reader  of  real  genius.  The  unity  of  one  action  adorned 
with  proper  collateral  epifbdes,  therefore  prefented  itfelf  in  its  progrelGve 
dependencies  of  beginning,  middle,  and  end ;  or  in  other  words,  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  certain  circumftances,  the  anions  which  thefe  produce,  and  the  ca- 
tallrophe.    This  unity  of  conduA,  as  moft  intereding,  is  indiTpcnfably  ne- 

ceflary 
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Him  ihall  the  fong  on  every  fhore  proclaim^ 

The  firft  of  heroes,  firft  of  naval  £ame. 

Rude  and  ungrateful  though  my  country  be^ 

This  proud  example  ihall  be  taught  by  me» 

<*  Where'er  the  hero's  worth  demands  the  ikies, 

«*  To  crovm  that  worth  fome  generous  bard  ihall  rife  I* 

ceflary  to  the  epic  poem.  But  it  does  not  follow,  that  a  declamation  in  the 
perfbn  of  the  poet,  at  the  beginning  or  end  of  a  book,  is  properly  a  breach 
of  the  unity  of  the  conduA  of  the  aAion ;  the  omiffion  therefore,  of  fuch 
declamations  by  Homer,  as  not  founded  on  the  nature  of  the  epic  poem, 
is  no  argument  againft  the  ufe  of  them.  If  this,  however,  will  not  be  al- 
lowed by  the  critic,  let  the  critic  remember,  that  Homer  has  many  digrel^ 
five  hiftories,  which  have  no  dependence  on,  or  connexion  with  the  action 
of  the  poem.  If  the  declamation  of  Camoens  in  praife  of  poetry,  muft  be 
condemned,  what  defence  can  be  offered  for  the  long  (lory  of  Maron's  wrc 
in  the  ninth  Odyfley,  to  which  even  the  numbers  of  a  Fope  could  give  no 
dignity !  Yet  however,  a  Bofu  or  zSapin^  may  condemn  the  digreflive  exdap 
mations  of  Camoens,  the  reader  of  tafte,  who  judges  from  what  he  feels, 
would  certainly  be  unwilling  to  have  them  expunged.  The  declamation 
with  which  he  concludes  the  feventh  Luiiad,  muft  pleafe,  mud  touch  every 
bread.  The  feelings  of  a  great  fpirit,  in  the  evening  of  an  a£Hve  and  mn 
litary  life,  finking  under  the  preflure  of  negleA  and  dependence,  yet  the 
complaint  exprefled  with  the  moft  manly  refentment,  cannot  fail  to  inte* 
reft  the  generous,  and,  if  adorned  with  the  drefs  of  poetry,  to  plead  an  ex- 
cufe  for  its  admiiCon  with  the  man  of  taAe.  The  declamation  which  con- 
cludes the  prefent  book,  has  alfoibme  arguments  to  offer  in  its  defence.  As 
the  fleet  of  Gama  have  now  fafely  conquered  many  difficulties,  and  are  pro- 
miied  a  pilot  to  conduct  them  to  India,  it  is  a  proper  contrafl  to  the  mur- 
murings  of  the  populace,  exprefled  by  the  old  man,  at  the  end  of  the  fourth 
Lufiad,  and  is  by  no  means  an  improper  condufion  to  the  cpifbde  which  fb 
highly  extols  the  military  fame  of  the  Lufian  warriors. 
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BOOK   VL 

VV  ITH  heart  fincere  the  royal  pagan  jo/d. 
And  hofpitable  rites  each  hour  employed ; 
For  much  the  king  the  LuCan  band  admired, 
And  much  their  friendlhip  and  their  aid  defired  $ 
Each  hour  the  gay  feftivity  prolongs, 
Melindian  dances,  and  Arabian  fongs ; 
Each  hour  in  mirthful  tranfport  fteals  away. 
By  night  the  banquet,  and  the  chace  by  day : 
And  now  the  bofom  of  the  deep  invites, 
And  all  the  pride  of  Neptune's  feftive  rites  ; 
Thrir  filken  banners  waving  o'er  the  tide, 
A  jovial  band,  the  painted  galleys  ride  i 

The 


154  THE    LUSIAD.  iook  tu 

The  net  and  angle  various  hands  employ, 

And  Moorifh  timln-els  found  the  notes  of  jof • 

Such  was  the  « pomp,  when  Egypt's  beauteous  queen 

Bade  all  the  pride  of  naval  fhew  convene. 

In  pleafure*s  downy  bofom  to  beguile 

Her  love-iick  warrior :  o'er  the  breaft  of  Nile 

Dazzling  with  gold  the  purple  enfigns  flowM, 

And  to  the  lute  the  gilded  barges  row'd, 

While  from  the  wave,  of  many  a  fhining  hue, 

The  anglers'  lines  the  panting  fiflies  drew. 

Now  from  the  weft  the  founding  breezes  blow. 
And  far  the  hoary  flood  was  yet  to  plow : 
The  fountain  and  the  field  beftow'd  their  ftore. 
And  friendly  pilots  from  the  friendly  ihore, 
Train'd  in  the  Indian  deep,  were  now  aboard. 
When  Gama,  parting  from  Melinda's  lord. 
The  holy  vows  of  lafting  peace  renewed, 
For  ftill  the  kmg  for  lafting  friendihip  fued ; 

That 

•  Such  WM  iBej^omp^-.^'EvfiTY  difplay  of  eaftcm  luxury  and  magnificence 
was  lavirhcd  in  the  filhing  parties  on  the  Nile,  with  which  Cleopatra  amufed 
Mark  Antony,  when  at  any  time  he  (hewed  fymptoms  of  uneafinefs,  or 
feemed  inclined  to  abandon  the  effeminate  life  which  he  led  with  his  mtftrefs. 
At  one  of  thefc  parties,  Mark  Antony  having  procured  divers  to  put  fiflies 
upon  his  hooks  while  under  the  water,  he  very  gallantly  boafted  to  his  mif- 
trefs  of  his  groat  dexterity  in  angUng.  Cleopatra  perceived  his  art,  and  as 
gallantly  outwitted  him.  Some  other  divers  received  her  orders,  and  in  a 
little  while  Mark  Antony's  line  brought  up  a  fried  fifli,  in  place  of  a  live  one, 
to  the  vaft  entertainment  of  the  queen  and  ail  the  convivial  company.— 
Oaavius  was  at  this  time  on  his  march  to  decide  who  fliould  be  mafter  of  the 
world. 


»s 
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That  Laftts'  heroes  in  his  port  fupplied. 

And  taftcd  reft,  he  own'd  his  deareft  pride, 

And  vow'd  that  ever  while  the  feas  they  roam. 

The  Lufian  fleets  ihould  find  a  bounteous  home. 

And  ever  from  the  generous  fhore  receive 

Whate'er  his  port,  whate'er  his  land  could  ^  give. 

Nor  lefs  his  joy  the  grateful  chief  declared  ; 

And  now  to  feize  the  valued  hours  prepared: 

Full  to  the  wind  the  fwelling  fails  he  gave. 

And  his  red  prows  divide  the  foamy  wave : 

Full  to  the  rifing  fun  the  pilot  fleers. 

And  far  from  fhore  through  middle  ocean  bears. 

The  vaulted  fky  now  widens  o'er  their  heads. 

Where  firft  the  infant  mom  his  radiance  fheds. 

And  now  with  tranfport  fparkling  in  his  eyes 

Keen  to  behold  the  Indian  mountains  rife. 

High  on  the  decks  each  Lufian  hero  fmiles. 

And  proudly  in  his  thoughts  reviews  his  toils. 

When  the  flern  daemon,  burning  with  difdain. 

Beheld  the  fleet  triumphant  plow  the  main  : 

The  powers  of  heaven,  and  heaven's  dread  Lord  he  knew, 

Refolved  in  Lifboa  glorious  to  renew 

The  Roman  honours — ^raging  with  defpair 

From  high  Olympus'  brow  he  cleaves  the  air. 

On  earth  new  hopes  of  vengeance  to  devife. 

And  fue  that  aid  denfd  him  in  the  fkies : 

Blafpheming 

*— W^lSflfeV  hU  kmdeouldffve        The  fricndftipof  the  Portuguefe  and 
MeBndJans  was  of  long  continuance*    See  the  preface. 
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Blafpheming  heaven,  he  pierced  the  dread  abode 

Of  ocean's  lord,  and  fought  the  ocean's  god. 

Deep  where  the  bafes  of  the  hills  extend^ 

And  earth's  huge  ribs  of  rock  enormous  bend, 

Where  roaring  through  the  caverns  roll  the  waves 

Refponfive  as  the  aerial  tempeft  raves. 

The  ocean's  monarch,  by  the  Nereid  train. 

And  watery  gods  encircled,  holds  his  reign. 

Wide  o'er  the  deep,  which  line  qould  ne'er  explore. 

Shining  with  hoary  fands  of  filver  ore. 

Extends  the  level,  where  the  palace  rears. 
Its  cryfial  towers,  and  emulates  the  fpheres ; 

So  ftarry  bright  the  lofty  turrets  blaze. 

And  vie  in  luftre  with  the  diamond's  rays* 

Adorn'd  with  pillars  and  with  roofs  of  gold. 

The  golden  gates  their  mafly  leaves  unfold : 

Inwrought  with  pearl  the  lordly  pillars  fhine ; 

The  fculptured  walls  confefs  an  hand  divine. 

Here  various  colours  in  confufion  loft. 

Old  Chaos'  face  and  troubled  image  boaft. 

Here  rifing  from  the  mafs }  diftind  and  clear. 

Apart  the  four  fair  elements  appear. 

High  o'er  the  reft  afcends  the  blaze  of  fire. 

Nor  fed  by  matter  did  the  rays  afpire. 

But  glow'd  aetherial,  as  the  living  flame, 

Which,  ftolen  from  heaven,  infpired  the  vital  fr^me. 

Next,. all-embracing  air  was  fpread  around. 

Thin  as  the  light,  mcapable  of  wound  j 

The 
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The  fiibtle  power  the  burning  fouth  pervades. 

And  penetrates  the  depth  of  polar  fhades. 

Here  mother  earth,  with  mountains  crown'd,  is  feen. 

Her  trees  in  bloflbm,  and  her  lawns  in  green  j 

The  lowing  beeves  adorn  the  clover  vales. 

The  fleecy  dams  beipread  the  floping  dales ; 

Here  land  from  land  the  filver  ftreams  divide; 

The  fjportive  fiihes  through  the  cryftal  tide, 

Bedropt  with  gold  their  ihining  fides  difplay: 

And  here  old  ocean  rolls  his  billows  gray ; 

Beneath  the  moon's  pale  orb  his  current  flows. 

And  round  the  earth  his  giant  arms  he  throws. 

Another  fcene  difplay'd  the  dread  alarms 

Of  war  in  heaven,  and  mighty  Jove  in  arms : 

Here  Titan's  race  their  fwelling  nerves  diftend 

Like  knotted  oaks,  and  from  their  bafes  rend 

And  tower  the  mountains  to  the  thundering  fky, 

While  round  their  heads  the  fbrky  lightnings  fly: 

Beneath  huge  ^tna  vanquifh'd  Typhon  lies, 

And  vomits  fmoke  and  fire  againft  the  darken'd  flues. 

Here  feems  the  pi£hired  wall  poflefs'd  of  life ; 

Two  gods  contending  in  the  noble  ftrife. 

The  choiceft  boon  to  human  kind  to  give. 

Their  toils  to  lighten,  or  their  c  wants  relieve: 

While 

«  TUir  watits  rv/rnw<-According  to  fable,  Neptnne  and  Minerra 

difputed  the  honour  of  giving  a  name  to  the  dty  of  Athens.    They  agreed 

to  determine  the  conteA  by  a  difplay  of  their  wifdom  and  power,  in  confer^ 

ring  the  mod  beneficial  gift  on  mankind.    Neptune  (track  the  earth  with 

Kis  trident,  and  produced  the  horfe  whofe  bounding  motions  are  emblema* 

tical 
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While  Pallas  here  appears  to  wave  her  *  hasnd. 

The  peaceful  olive's  iilver  boughs  expand  : 

Here)  while  the  ocean's  god  indignant  frown'd. 

And  raifed  his  trident  from  the  wounded  ground^ 

As  yet  intangled  in  the  earth  appears 

The  warrior  horfe,  his  ample  cheft  he  rears, 

His  wide  red  noftrils  fmoke,  his  eye-balls  glare^ 

And  his  fore-hoofs,  high  pawing,  fmite  the  air. 

Though  c  wide  and  various  o'er  the  fculptured  ftone 
The  feats  of  gods,  and  godlike  heroes  (hone. 

On 

tkal  of  the  agitation  of  the  fea.  Minerva  commanded  the  olive  tree ,  the 
iymbol  of  peace  and  of  riches,  to  Tpring  forth.  The  viAory  was  adjudged 
to  the  goddefs,  from  whom  the  city  was  named  Athens.  As  the  Egyptians 
,  and  Mexicans  wrote  their  hiflory  in  hieroglyphics,  the  ta(le  of  the  ancient 
Grecians  doathed  ahnoft  every  oooirrence  in  mythological  allegory.  The 
founders  of  Athens,  it  is  moft  probable,  difputed  whether  their  new  city 
ihonld  be  named  from  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  or  from  the  marine  fituation 
of  Attica.  The  former  opinbn  prevailed,  and  the  town  received  its  name 
in  honour  of  the  goddeis  of  the  olive  tree. 

*  H^ile  Pallas  here  appears  to  wave  her  band  As  Ncptune  Hruck  the 
earth  with  his  trident,  Minerva,  fays  the  iable,  ftnick  the  earth  with  her 
lance.  That  (he  waved  her  hand  while  the  olive  boughs  fpread,  is  a  fine 
poetical  attitude,  and  varies  the  picture  from  that  of  Neptune,  which  fol- 
lows it. 

*  Though  voide  and  various  o*er  the  fcidpturedfiwB  The  deicription  of  pa^ 
laces  is  a  favourite  topic  feveral  times  touched  upon  by  the  two  great  maf* 
ters  of  epic  poetry,  in  which  they  have  been  happily  imitated  by  their  three 
greateft  difdples  among  the  moderns,  Camoens,  Taflb,  and  Milton,  The 
defcription  of  the  palace  of  Neptune  has  great  merit.  Nothing  can  be 
more  in  place  than  the  piftore  of  Chaos  and  the  four  elements.  The  war 
of  thegodc,  and  the  conted  of  Neptune  and  Minerva,  are  touched  with  the 
true  boidnefs  of  poetical  colouring.  But  perhaps  it  deferves  cenfure  thus 
to  point  out  what  every  reader  of  tafte  mud  perceive.  To  ihew  to  the  mere 
EngliOi  reader  that  the  Portuguefe  poet  is,  in  his  manner,  truly  cUflical,  is 
the  intention  of  many  of  thefc  notes. 
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On  fpeed  the  vengeful  dsemon  views  no  more : 
Forward  he  ruflics  through  the  golden  door, 
Where  ocean's  king,  enclofed  with  nymphs  divine. 
In  regal  ftate  receives  the  king  of  wine : 
O  Neptune  !  inftant  as  he  came,  he  cries. 
Here  let  my  prefence  wake  no  cold  furprife, 
A  friend  I  come,  your  friendfliip  to  implore 
Againft  the  fates  unjuft,  and  fortune's  power ; 
Beneath  whofe  fhafts  the  great  celeftials  bow. 
Yet  ere  I  more,  if  more  you  wifh  to  know. 
The  watery  gods  in  awful  fenate  call. 
For  all  fhould  hear  the  wrong  that  touches  alL 
Neptune  alarm'd,  with  inftant  fpeed  commands 
From  every  fhore  to  call  the  watery  bands : 
Triton,  who  boafts  his  high  Neptunian  race. 
Sprung  from  the  god  by  Salace's  embrace. 
Attendant  on  his  lire  the  trumpet  founds. 
Or  through  the  yielding  waves,  his  herald,  bounds ; 
Huge  is  his  bulk  deform'd,  and  dark  his  hue ; 
His  bufhy  beard  and  hairs  that  never  knew 
The  Imoothing  comb,  of  fea-weed  rank  and  long, 
Around  his  breaft  and  fhoulders  dangling  hung. 
And  on  the  matted  locks  black  mudels  clung  \ 
A  ^  fhell  of  purple  on  his  head  he  bore. 
Around  his  loins  no  tangling  garb  he  wore, 


*  AJBell  o/putfle  OH  hh  head  be  &r«.-»In  the  PdrtUgaefCi 
Na  caUfa  fergorra  tinba  pofta 
Huma  mm  gremde  eafca  d»  lagofu* 
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But  all  was  covered  with  the  Olmj  brood. 

The  fnaily  ofispring  of  the  unAuous  flood. 

And  now  obedient  to  his  dreadful  fire. 

High  o*cr  the  wave  his  brawny  arms  afpire  5 

To  his  black  mouth  his  crooked  fhell  applied. 

The  blaft  rebellows  o'er  the  ocean  wide  : 

Wide  o'er  their  fhores,  where'er  their  waters  flow. 

The  watery  powers  the  awful  fummons  know; 

And  inftant  darting  to  the  palace  hall. 

Attend  the  founder  of  the  Dardan  s  wall. 

Old 

Thus  rendered  by  Fandiawy 

He  had  (for  a  'montera)  on  hit  crown 

The  (heU  of  a  red  lobfter  overgrown. 
The  defcription  of  Triton,  who,  asFanlhawiaySy 

Was  a  great  nafty  down 
b  in  the  (lyle  of  the  cUflict.  His  parentage  is  difTerently  related.  Hefiod 
makes  him  the  ion  of  Neptnne  and  Amphitrit^.  By  Triton,  in  the  phyfical 
lenfe  of  the  fable,  is  meant  the  noife,  and  by  Salac^,  the  mother,  by  ibme 
nicribed  to  him,  the  fait  of  the  ocean.  The  origin  of  the  fable  of  Triton, 
it  is  probable,  was  founded  on  the  appearance  of  a  iea  animal,  which,  ac- 
cording to  ibme  ancient  and  modem  naturaiifts,  in  the  upward  parts  reicm* 
bles  the  human  figure.  Paufanias  rebtes  a  wonderful  ftory  of  a  monilroudy 
large  one,  which  often  came  aibore  on  the  meadows  of  Boetia.  Over  his 
bead  was  a  kind  of  finny  cartilage,  which,  at  a  diilance,  appeared  like  hair, 
the  body  covered  with  brown  fcales;  and  nofe  and  ears  like  the  human,  the 
nouth  of  a  dreadful  width,  jagged  with  teeth  like  thoie  of  a  panther ;  the 
eyes  of  a  greenifh  hue ;  the  hands  divided  into  fingers,  the  nails  of  which 
were  crooked,  and  of  a  ftielly  fubftance.  This  monAer,  whofe  extremities 
ended  in  a  tail  like  a  dolphin's,  devoured  both  men  and  beails  as  they 
dianced  in  his  way.  The  citizens  of  Tanagra,  at  kit,  contrived  his  de- 
ftiu£Hon.  They  iet  a  large  veiTel  full  of  wine  on  the  fea  ihore.  Triton 
got  drunk  with  it,  and  fell  into  a  profound  ileep,  in  which  condition  the 
Tanagrlans  beheaded  him,  and  afterwards,  with  great  propriety,  hung  op 
his  body  in  the  temple  of  Bacchus;  where,  (ays  Pauianias,  it  continued  a 
long  tune. 
•  Neptune. 

*  Montera,  the  Sponiih  word  for  a  himtfman*s  cap. 
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Old  father  ocean,  with  his  numerous  race 

Of  daughters  and  of  fons,  was  firft  in  place. 

Nereus~and  Doris,  from  whofe  nuptials  fprung 

The  lovely  Nereid  train  for  ever  young, 

Who  people  every  fea  on  every  ftrand 

Appear'd,  attended  with  their  filial  band ; 

And  changefid  Proteus,  whofe  prophetic  >•  mind 

The  fecrct  caufe  of  Bacchus'  rage  divined. 

Attending,  left  the  flocks,  his  fcaly  charge. 

To  graze  the  bitter  weedy  foam  at  large 

In  charms  of  power  the  raging  waves  to  tame. 

The  lovely  fpoufc  of  Ocean's  foveretgn  *  came : 

From  Heaven  and  Vefla  fprung  the  birth  divine  ; 

Her  fnowy  limbs  bright  through  the  veffanents  fhine. 

Here  with  the  dolphin,  who  perfuafive  ^  led 

Her  modeft  fleps  to  Neptune's  fpoufal  bed 

Fair  Amphitrite  moved,  more  fweet,  more  gay. 

Than  vernal  fragrance  and  the  flowers  of  May; 

Together  with  her  fifler  fpoufe  fhe  came. 

The  fame  their  wedded  lord,  their  love  the  fame; 

VOL.  II.  M  The 


^  And  cbangefJ  Pntiuxy  ^vbofe  pnpbttle  mmi/— The  f ullcft  andi»efl  account 
of  the  fable  of  Proteus  is  in  the  fourth  Odyfley. 

*  Thetis. 

^  Here  v-ith  the  Dolpbin  Caftera  has  a  mod  curious  note  on  this  paflage. 
*'  Neptune,  (fays  he)  is  the  yivifying  fpirit,  and  Amphitrite  the  humidity 
of  the  fea,  which  the  Dolphin,  the  divine  intelligence,  unites  for  the  gene- 
ration and  nourifhmcnt  of  fifhcs.  Who  fays,  he,  cannot  but  be  ftruck 
vith  admiration  to  find  how  confonant  this  is  to  the  facred  icripture ;  Spi'» 
fiius  Jhmim  ferturfuper  aquas  ;  the  fpirit  »f  Gad  moved  upw  the  face  of  tbt 
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The  fame  the  brightnefs  of  their  fparkling  eyes. 

Bright  as  the  fun  and  azure  as  the  ikies. 

She  who  the  rage  of  Athamas  to  i  fhun 

Plunged  in  the  billows  with  her  infant  fon  ; 

A  goddefs  now,  a  god  the  fmiling  boy 

Together  fped  j  and  Glaucus  loft  to  "joy, 

Curft  in  his  love  by  vengeful  Circe's  hate, 

Attending  wept  his  Scylla's  haplefs  fate* 

And  now  ailembled  in  the  hall  divine. 

The  ocean  gods  in  folemn  council  join  ; 

The  goddefies  on  pearl  embroidery  fate. 

The  gods  on  fparkling  cryftal  chairs  of  flate  ; 

And  proudly  honoured  on  the  regal  throne, 

Befide  the  ocean's  lord,  Thyoneus  n  fhone» 

High 

*  Sbf  ivbo  the  roge  of  Aibamai  tojbun — Ino,  the  daughter  of  Cadmus  and 
Hcrmione,  and  fecond  fpoufcof  Athamas,  king  of  Thebes.  The  fables  of 
her  fate  are  various.  That  which  Camoens  follows  is  the  moft  common. 
Athamas,  feized  with  madnefs,  imagined  that  his  fpoufe  was  a  lionefs,  and 
her  two  fbns  young  lions.  In  this  frenzy  he  flew  Learchus,  and  drove  the 
mother  and  her  other  ion  Melicertus  into  the  fea.  The  corpfe  of  the  mo- 
ther was  thrown  afliore  on  Megaria,  and  that  of  the  fon  at  Corinth.  They 
were  afterwards  deified,  the  one  as  a  fea  Goddefs,  the  other  as  the  God  of 
harbours. 

">  and  Clauau  bfi  toJcy^^A  fifherman,  fays  the  fable,  who,  on  eating 

a  certain  herb,  was  turned  into  a  fea  God.  Circe  was  enamoured  of  him, 
and  in  revenge  of  her  flighted  love,  poifoned  the  fountain  where  his  miA 
trefs  ufually  bathed.  By  the  force  of  the  enchantment  the  favoured  Scylla 
was  changed  into  an  hideous  monfter,  whofe  loins  were  furronnded  with 
the  ever  barking  heads  of  dogs  and  wolves.  Scylla,  on  this,  threw  herfelf 
into  the  fea,  and  was  metamorphofed  into  the  rock  which  bears  her  name. 
The  rock  Scylla  at  a  difhmce  appears  like  the  {latute  of  a  woman  :  The 
fhrious  dafliing  of  the  waves  in  the  cavities  which  are  level  with  the  water, 
refembles  the  barking  of  wolves  and  dogs.    Hence  the  fable. 

*  Thyoneus,  a  name  of  Bacchus. 
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High  from  the  roof  the  living  amber  <>  glows^ 

High  from  the  roof  the  ilream  or  glory  flows. 

And  richer  fragrance  far  around  exhales 

Than  that  which  breathes  on  fair  Arabia's  gales. 

Attention  now  in  liftening  iilence  waits  : 
The  power,  whofe  bofom  raged  againft  the  fates, 
Riiing,  cafts  round  bis  vengeful  eyes,  while  rage 
Spread  o'er  his  brows  the  wrinkled  Teams  of  age ; 
O  thou,  he  cries,  whofe  birthright  fovereign  fway, 
From  pole  to  pole,  the  raging  waves  obey ; 
Of  human  race  'tis  thine  to  fix  the  bounds. 
And  fence  the  nations  with  thy  watery  mounds : 
And  thou,  dread  power,  O  £ither  ocean,  hear. 
Thou,  whofe  wide  arms  embrace  the  world's  wide  fpher^ 
T?is  thine  the  haughtieft  viftor  to  reftrain. 
And  bind  each  nation  in  its  own  domain : 
And  you,  ye  gods,  to  whom  the  feas  are  given. 
Tour  juft  partition  with  the  Gods  of  heaven ; 
You  who,  of  old  unpuniih'd  never  bore 
The  daring  trcfpafs  of  a  foreign  oar ; 
Tou  who  beheld,  when  Earth's  dread  ofispring  fbrove 
To  fcale  the  vaulted  iky,  the  feat  of  Jove : 

M  2  Indignant 

®  High  from  the  rooftbe  liwtg  amber  gUnus^^ 

From  the  arched  roof. 
Pendent  by  fubtle  magic,  many  a  row 
Of  (tarry  lamps,  and  blazing  creflets,  fed 
With  naphtha  and  afphaltus,  yielded  light 
As  from  a  iky  Milton. 


i64  THE    LUSIAD.  boos  ti. 

Indignant  Jove  deep  to  the  nether  world 
The  rebel  band  in  blazing  thunders  horl'd. 
Alas !  the  great  monition  loft  on  you, 
Supine  you  flumber,  while  a  roving  crew^ 
•  With, impious  fearch,  explore  the  watery  way. 
And  unrefifted  through  your  empire  ftray : 
To  ieize  the  facred  treafures  of  the  main 
Their  fearlefs  prows  your  ancient  laws  difdain : 
Where  far  from  mortal  fight  his  hoary  head 
Old  ocean  hides,  their  daring  fails  they  fpread. 
And  their  glad  (houts  are  echoed  where  the  roar 
Of  mounting  billows  only  howl'd  before* 
In  wonder,  filent,  ready  Boreas  fees 
Tour  paffive  languor,  and  neglectful  eafe  ; 
Ready  with  force  auxiliar  to  reftrain 
The  bold  intruders  on  your  awful  reign ; 
Prepared  to  burft  his  tempefts,  as  of  old. 
When  his  black  whirlwinds  o'er  the  ocean  rolFd, 
And  rent  the  Mynian  '  fails,  whofe  impious  pride 
Firft  braved  their  fury,  and  your  power  defied. 
Nor  deem  that,  fraudful,  I  my  hope  deny ; 
My  darkened  glory  fped  me  from  the  ficy. 
How  high  my  honours  on  the  Indian  fhore  ! 
How  foon  thefe  honours  muft  avail  no  more  ! 
Unlefs  thefe  rovers,  who  with  double  fhame 
To  ftain  my  conquefts,  bear  my  vaflTaFs  '  name. 


Unlefs 


9  And  rent  the  MytaanfiUt^^ThcfATls  of  the  Argonauts  of  Mynia. 
4  See  the  firft  note  on  the  fitil  book  of  the  Lufiad. 
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Unleis  they  perifli  on  the  billowy  way—  ^ 

Then  roufe,  yc  gods,  and  vindicate  your  fway. 

The  powers  of  heaven  in  vengeful  anguifh  fee 

The  tyrant  of  the  ikies,  and  ifate's  decree  $ 

The  dread  decree,  that  to  the  Lufian  train 

Configns,  betrays  your  empire  of  the  main  : 

Say,  ihall  your  wrong  alarm  the  high  abodes  i 

Are  men  exalted  to  the  rank  of  gods, 

O'er  you  exalted,  while  in  carelefs  cafe 

Tou  yield  the  wrefted  trident  of  the  feas, 

Ufurp'd  your  monarchy,  your  honours  fiained, 

Your  birth-right  raidfh'd,  and  your  waves  profaned ! 

Alike  the  daring  wrong  to  me,  to  you. 

And  fhall  my  lips  in  vain  your  vengeance  fue ! 

This,  this  to  fue  from  high  Olympus  bore — 

More  he  attempts,  but  rage  permits  no  more* 

Fierce  burfting  wrath  the  watery  gods  infpires. 

And  their  red  eye-balls  bum  with  livid  fires : 

Heaving  and  panting  ftruggles  every  bread. 

With  the  fierce  billows  of  hot  ire  opprcft. 

Twice  from  his  feat  divining  Proteus  rofc. 

And  twice  he  fhook  enraged  his  fedgy  brows  : 

In  vain  ;  the  mandate  was  already  given. 

From  Neptune  fent,  to  loofe  the  winds  of  heaven : 

In  vain ;  though  prophecy  his  lips  infpired. 

The  ocean's  queen  his  filcnt  lips  required. 

Nor  lefs  the  ftorm  of  headlong  rage  denies. 

Or  council  to  debate,  or  thought  to  rife. 

And 
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And  now  the  god  of  tempefis  fwiit  unbinds 

From  their  dark  caves  the  various  niihing  winds  : 

High  o'er  the  ftorm  the  power  impetuous  rides. 

His  howling  voice  the  roaring  tempeft  guides } 

Right  to  the  dauntlefs  fleet  their  rage  he  poors. 

And  fir  ft  their  headlong  outrage  tears  the  fliores ; 

A  deeper  night  involves  the  darkened  air. 

And  livid  flaihes  through  the  mountains  glare : 

Up-rooted  oaks,  with  all  their  leafy  pride, 

Rowl  thundering  down  the  groaning  mountains  fide; 

And  men  and  herds  in  clamorous  uproar  run. 

The  rocking  towers  and  crafhing  woods  to  fhun. 

While  thus  the  council  of  the  watery  ftate. 
Enraged,  decree  the  Lufian  heroes  fate  : 
The  weary  fleet  before  the  gentle  gale 
With  joyful  hope  difplayed  the  fteady  fail } 
Thro'  the  fmooth  deep  they  plough'd  the  lengthening  way  ; 
Beneath  the  wave  the  purple  car  of  day 
To  fable  night  the  eaftem  flcy  refign'd, 
And  o'er  the  decks  cold  breath'd  the  midnight  wind. 
All  but  the  watch  in  warm  pavilions  flept ; 
The  fecond  watch  the  wonted  vigils  kept ; 
Supine  their  limbs,  the  maft  fupports  the  head. 
And  the  broad  yard-fail  o'er  their  fhoulders  fpread 
A  grateful  cover  from  the  chilly  gale. 
And  fleep's  foft  dews  their  heavy  eyes  aflail. 

Languid 
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Languid  againft  the  languid  power  they  ftrive^ 

And  fweet  diicourfe  preferves  their  thoughts  ailive. 

When  Leonardo,  whofe  enamoured  thought 

In  every  dream  the  plighted  fair-one  fought. 

The  dews  of  fleep  what  better  to  remove 

Than  the  fbft,  woeful,  plea&ig  tales  of  love  ? 

HI  timed,  alas,  the  brave  Vcloso  cries. 

The  tales  of  love«  that  melt  the  heart  and  eyes. 

The  dear  enchantments  of  (he  fair  I  know. 

The  fearful  tranfport  and  the  rapturous  woe : 

But  with  our  ftate  ill  fuits  the  grief  or  joy ; 

Let  war,  let  gallant  war  our  thoughts  employ : 

With  dangers  threatened,  let  the  tale  infpire 

The  icom  of  danger,  and  the  hero's  fire. 

His  mates  with  joy  the  brave  Veloso  hear, 

And  on  the  youth  the  {peaker's  toil  confer. 

The  brave  Veloso  takes  the  word  with  joy, 

And  truth,  he  cries,  (hall  thefe  flow  hours  decoy. 

The  warlike  tale  adorns  our  nation's  fame ; 

The  twelve  of  England  give  the  noble  theme. 

Wl-jn  Pedro's  gallant  heir,  the  valiant  John, 
Gave  war's  full  fplendor  to  the  Lufian  throne, 
In  haughty  England,  where  the  winter  fpreads 
His  fnowy  mantle  o'er  the  fhining  i*  meads. 


*  Im  baugbty  Emglami  tuhere  the  wnttr  fpreads 
Hufitnwy  mamtU  •V  the  Jbinhg  meaJs* 


The 
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The  feeds  of  ftrife  the  fierce  Erynnis  fows ; 

The  baleful  ftrife  firom  court  diilention  rofe. 

With  every  charm  adornM,  and  every  grace. 

That  fpreads  its  magic  o'er  the  female  face. 

Twelve  ladies  fhined  the  courtly  train  among. 

The  firft,  the  faireft  of  the  courtly  throng : 

But  envy's  breath  reviled  their  injured  name^ 

And  ftain'd  the  honour  of  their  virgin  fame. 

Twelve  youthful  barons  own'd  the  foul  report. 

The  charge  at  firft,  perhaps,  a  tale  of  fport. 

Ah,  bafe  the  fport  that  lightly  dares  defame 

The  facred  honour  of  a  lady's  name  ! 

What « knighthood  afks  the  proud  accufers  yield. 

And  dare  the  damfels  champions  to  the  field. 

«  There 

In  the  original. 

La  na  grande  Inglaferra^  que  Je  neve 
Boreal  fempre  abiaida  '  ■ 
That  is,  "  In  illuftrious  England,  always  covered  with  northern  fnow." 
Though  the  tranflator  was  willing  to  retain  the  manner  of  Homer,  he 
thought  it  proper  to  correct  the  error  in  natural  hiilory  fallen  into  by  Ca- 
moens.  FanHiaw  fecms  to  have  been  fenfible  of  the  miflake  of  his  author, 
and  ha«  g^ven  the  following,  uncountenanced  by  the  Portuguefe,  in  place  of 
the  eternal  fnows  afcribed  to  his  country. 

In  merry  England,  which  (from  cliffs  that  (land 
Like  hills  of  fnow)  once  Albion^s  name  did  git. 

•  IVbat  inightbood  ajks  the  proud  accufers  yield y 
And  dare  the  damfels  champions  to  the  field. 
The  tranflator,  cither  by  his  own  refearches,  or  by  his  application  to 
fomc  gentlemen  who  were  mo(l  likely  to  inform  him,  has  not  been  able  to 
difcover  the  flighted  vedige  of  this  chivalrous  adventure  in  any  memoirs  of 
the  Englilh  hiftory.  It  is  probable,  neverthelefs,  that  however  adorned 
with  romantic  ornament,  it  is  not  entirely  without  foundation  in  truth. 
Caftera,  who  unhappily  does  not  cite  his  authority,  gives  the  names  of  the 
twelve  Portugutfc  diampions ;  Alvaro  Vaz  d'Almada,  afterwards  count 

d'Avranches 
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«  There  let  the  caufe^  as  honour  wills,  be  tried, 
"  And  let  the  lance  and  ruthlcfs  fword  decide.** 

The 

d*Arnnches  in  Normandy;  another  Alvaro  d*Almada,  furaamed  the 
Joder,  from  his  dexterity  at  that  warlike  exerciie ;  l.opcz  Fernando  Pache- 
co;  Pedro  Homcn  D*Acofta;  Juan  iluguftin  Percyra;  Luis  Gonialez  de 
Malafay ;  the  two  brothers  Aivaro  and  Rodrigo  Mendez  de  Cenrcyra ; 
Ruy  Qomez  de  Sylra ;  Soueyro  d*Acofta,  who  gave  hi&  name  to  the  riTcr 
Acofta  in  Africa ;  Martin  Lopez  d*Azevedo ;  and  Alvaro  Gonfalez  de  Con- 
tigno,  fumamed  Magrido.  The  names  of  the  Engliih  champions  and  of 
the  ladies,  he  confeiles  are  unknown,  nor  does  hiftory  pofitiTely  explain 
the  injury  of  which  the  dames  complained.  It  mud  howerer,  he  adds, 
have  been  fuch  as  required  the  atonement  of  blood;  UfalloitquelUfuitfam'' 
gloMU^  fmct  two  fovereigns  allowed  to  determine  it  by  the  fword.  **  Some 
^  critics,  fays  Caflera,  may  perhaps  condemn  this  epilode  of  Camoens ; 
^  but  for  my  part  (he  continues)  I  think  the  adventure  of  Olindo  and  So- 
'*  phronia,  in  Taflb,  is  much  more  to  be  blamed.  Tlie  epiibdc  of  the  Ito- 
**  lian  poet  is  totally  exuberant,  ii  efl  tout^a-fait  jHtJfkbe,  whereas  that  of  the 
'*  Portuguefe  has  a  dire^  relation  to  his  propofed  fubjeA ;  the  wars  of  his 
**  country,  a  vaft  field,  in  which  he  has  admirably  fucceedcd,  without  pre- 
'*  judice  to  the  firfl  rule  of  the  epopceia,  the  unity  of  the  action.*'  To 
this  may  be  added  the  fulfrage  of  Voltaire,  who  acknowledges  that  Camoens 
artfully  interweaves  the  hiftory  of  Portugal.  And  the  fcrereft  critic  muil 
allow  that  the  epifode  related  by  Veloib,  is  happily  introduced.  To  one 
who  has  ever  been  at  fea,  rhe  fcene  muft  be  particularly  pleaTmg.  The  fleet 
is  under  iail,  they  plough  the  fmooth  deep, 

And  o'er  the  decks  cold  breath'd  the  midnight  wind. 

All  but  the  fecond  watch  are  afleep  in  their  warm  pavilions;  the  iccond 
watch  fit  by  the  mafl,  flieltered  from  the  chilly  gale  by  a  broad  fail-doth ; 
fleep  begins  to  overpower  them,  and  they  tell  ih>ries  to  entertain  one  an- 
other. For  beautiful  pi^reique  fimplidty,  there  is,  no  fea^lcene  equal  to 
this  in  the  Odyfley  or  ^neid.  And  even  the  prtjudice  of  a  Scaligcr  mud 
have  confefled,  that  the  romantic  chivalrous  narrative  of  Veloib, 

With  dangers  threaten*d,  let  the  talc  infpire 

The  fcorn  of  danger,  and  the  hero's  fire— 
is  better  adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  the  fpeaker  and  his  audience,  than 
almoft  any  of  the  long  hiilories,  which  on  all  occafions,  and  ibmctimes  in  the 
heat  of  battle,  the  heroes  of  the  Iliad  relate  to  each  other.  Pope  has  been 
already  cited,  as  giving  his  fan^ion  to  the  fine  efTeA  of  variety  in  the  epic 
poem.    The  pre&nt  inftance,  which  has  a  peculiar  advanuge,  m  agreeably 

fuTpending 
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The  lovely  dames  implore  the  com^tly  traln^ 

With  tears  implore  them^  but  implore  in  vain : 

So  famed,  fo  dreaded  tower'd  each  boaftfiil  knightj 

The  damfels  lovers  ihunn'd  the  proffered  fight. 

Of  arm  unable  to  repel  the  ftrong. 

The  heart's  each  feeling  confcious  of  the  wrongs 

When  robb'd  of  all  the  female  breaft  holds  dear^ 

Ah  heaven,  how  bitter  flows  the  female  tear ! 

To  Lancafter's  bold  duke  the  damfels  fue; 

Adown  their  cheeks,  now  paler  than  the  hue 

Of  fnowdrops  trembling  to  the  chilly  gale. 

The  flow-paced  cryftal  tears  their  wrongs  bewaiU 

When  down  the  beauteous  face  the  dew-drop  flows^ 

What  manly  bofom  can  its  force  oppofe ! 

His  hoary  curls  th'  indignant  hero  fliakes. 

And  aU  his  youthful  rage  reftored  awakes : 

Though  loth,  he  cries,  to  plunge  my  bold  compeers 

In  civil  difcord,  yet  appeafe  your  tears : 

From  Lufitania — for  on  Lufian  ground 

Brave  Lancafter  had  flxode  with  laurel  crown'd ; 

Had  mark'd  how  bold  the  Luflan  heroes  flionc. 

What  <  time  he  claim'd  the  proud  Caftilian  throne. 

How 

iiirpcnding  the  mind  of  the  reader  after  the  ftorm  is  raifed  by  the  machina^ 
tionsof  Bacchus,  may  be  cited  as  a  confirmation  of  the  opinion  of  that  judi* 
dous  poet. 

•  What  timt  he  dahn'JtbeprwdCafUian  ibromc^Jobn  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lan- 
cafter, claimed  the  crown  of  Caftile  m  the  right  of  his  wife,  Donna  ConflaiOu, 
daughter  of  Don  J'eJrvy  the  late  kmg.  Afliftcd  by  his  fon-in-law,  John  I. 
of  Portugal,  he  entered  Galida,  and  was  proclaimed  king  of  Caftile  at  the 
city  of  St.  Jago  de  Compoftella.  He  afterwards  relinquilhed  his  pretenfions 
on  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  CtOaluia^  with  the  infant  Don  Henry  of  CaT- 
tile.    Sec  the  note,  book  it.  p.  %$• 
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How  matchlefs  pour'd  the  tempeft  of  their  might. 

When  thundering  at  his  fide  they  ruled  the  fight : 

Nor  lefi  their  ardent  paflion  for  the  fiiir. 

Generous  and  brave,  he  view'd  with  wondering  care. 

When  crown'd  with  rofes  to  the  nuptial  bed 

The  warlike  John  his  lovely  daughter  led — 

From  Lufitania's  clime,  the  hero  cries. 

The  gallant  dumpions  of  your  fame  fhall  rile : 

Their  hearts  will  bum,  for  well  their  hearts  I  know. 

To  pour  your  vengeance  on  the  guilty  foe. 

Let  courtly  phrafe  the  heroes  worth  admire. 

And  for  your  injured  names  that  worth  require : 

Let  all  the  ibft  endearments  of  the  fair. 

And  words  that  weep  your  wrongs,  your  wrongs  declare 

Myfelf  the  heralds  to  the  chiefs  will  fend. 

And  to  the  king,  my  valiant  fon,  commend. 

He  (poke }  and  twelve  of  Lufian  race  he  names, 

All  noble  youths,  the  champions  of  the  dames. 

The  dames  by  lot  their  gallant  champions  '  chufe. 

And  each  her  hero's  name  exulting  views. 

Each  in  a  various  letter  hails  her  chief. 

And  earned  for  his  aid  relates  her  grief: 

Each  to  the  king  her  courtly  homage  fends, 

And  valiant  Lancafter  their  caufe  commends. 

Soon 


*  Tbedamti  iy  lot  their  gaUant  ebampiws  ehufe.'^'Th.t  ten  champions,  who,  IQ 
the  fifth  book  of  the  JerufuUm^  arc  fent  by  Godfrey  for  the  alfiftance  of  Ar- 
mida,  are  chofen  by  lot.  1  ado,  who  had  read  the  LiiiJad,and  admired  its 
author,  undoubtedly  had  the  Portuguese  poet  ia  his  eye. 
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Soon  as  to  Tagus'  ihores  the  heralds  came. 

Swift  through  the  palace  pours  the  fprightlf  flame 

Of  high-fourd  chivalry ;  the  monarch  glows 

Firft  on  the  lifted  field  to  dare  the  foes ; 

But  regal  ftate  withheld.     Alike  their  fires^ 

Each  courtly  noble  to  the  toil  afpircs : 

High  on  his  helm,  the  envy  of  his  peers. 

Each  chofen  knight  the  plume  of  combat  wears. 

In  that  proud  port  half  circled  by  the  ^  wave. 

Which  Portugallia  to  the  nation  gave, 

A  deathlefs  name,  a  fpeedy  floop  receives 

The  fculptured  bucklers,  and  the  clafping  greaves, 

The  fwords  of  Ebro,  fpears  of  lofty  fize. 

And  breaft-plates  flaming  with  a  thoufand  dyes. 

Helmets  high  plumed,  and,  pawing  for  the  fight. 

Bold  fteeds,  whofe  hamefs  ihone  with  filvery  light 

Dazzling  the  day.     And  now  the  rifing  gale 

Invites  the  heroes,  and  demands  the  fail. 

When  brave  Magricio  thus  his  peers  addreft : 

Oh,  friends  in  arms,  of  equal  powers  confeft. 

Long  have  I  hoped  through  foreign  climes  to  ftray, 

Where  other  ftreams  than  Douro  wind  their  way  i 

To  note  what  various  (hares  of  blifs  and  woe 

From  various  laws  and  various  cuftoms  flow. 

Nor  deem  that  artful,  I  the  fight  decline ; 

England  ihall  know  the  combat  fhall  be  mine. 

By 


•In  thai  fntiJptrf  half  cIrcUd  hj  the  i 
fVhich  Porivgaiiia  /•  the  mgti§mg«w, 
A  tkathUft  name 

Oporto,  called  by  the  Romans  CtSU,    Hence  PoitugaL 
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By  land  I  Ipeed,  and  fhould  dark  hit  prevent. 

For  death  alone  fiiali  blight  my  firm  intent. 

Small  may  the  ibrrov  for  my  abfence  be. 

For  yours  were  conqueft,  though  unfhared  by  me. 

Tet  fomething  more  than  human  warms  my  >  breaft. 

And  fudden  whifpers,  in  our  fortunes  bleft. 

Nor  envious  chance,  nor  rocks,  nor  whelmy  tide, 

Shall  our  glad  meeting  at  the  lift  divide. 

He  faid ;  and  now  the  rites  of  parting  friends 
Sufficed,  through  Leon  and  Caftile  he  bends. 
On  many  a  field  enrapt  the  hero  ftood. 
And  the  proud  fcenes  of  Lufian  conqueft  viewed. 
Navarre  he  paft,  and  paft  the  dreary  wild. 
Where  rocks  on  rocks  o'er  yawning  glyns  are  piled  ^ 
The  wolf's  dread  range,  where  to  the  evening  fkies 
In  clouds  involved  the  cold  Pyrenians  rife. 
Through  Gallia's  flowery  vales  and  wheaten  plains 
He  ftrays,  and  Belgia  now  his  fteps  detains. 
There,  as  forgetful  of  his  vow'd  intent, 
Jn  various  cares  the  fleeting  days  he  fpent : 
His  peers  the  while  direA  to  England's  ftrand. 
Plough  the  chill  northern  wave  j  and  now  at  land, 

Adorn'd 

*■  Tet  fomething  more  than  human  nvarms  my  breafl^ 
And  fudden  tuhifpert'^  — 

la  the  Portuguefc, 

Matfe  a  verdade  o  efj>rito  me  adtvinha* 
Literally, "  But  if  my  fpirit  truly  divine."    Thus  rendered  by  Fanlhaw, 
Bui  «•  my  augring  ear  a  bird  dathjjng. 
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Adom'd  in  armour,  and  embroidery  gaj^ 

To  lordly  London  hold  the  crowded  way. 

Bold  Lancafter  receives  the  knights  with  joy  $ 

The  feaft  and  warlike  fong  each  hour  emjdoy. 

The  beauteous  dames  attending  wake  their  fire^ 

With  tears  enrage  them,  and  with  fmiles  infptre. 

And  now  with  doubtful  blufhes  roie  the  day. 

Decreed  the  rites  of  wounded  fame  to  pay. 

The  Englifh  monarch  gives  the  lifted  bounds. 

And,  fixt  in  rank,  with  ihining  fpears  furrounds* 

Before  their  dames  the  gallant  knights  advance^ 

Each  like  a  Mars,  and  fhake  the  beamy  lance : 

The  dames,  adom'd  in  filk  and  gold,  difplay 

A  thoufand  colours  glittering  to  the  day : 

Alone  in  tears,  and  doleful  mourning,  came, 

Unhonour'd  by  her  knight,  Magricio's  dame. 

Fear  not  our  proweft,  cry  the  bold  eleven, 

In  numbers,  not  in  might,  we  ftand  uneven. 

More  could  we  fpare,  fccure  of  dauntlefs  might. 

When  for  the  injured  female  name  we  fight. 

Beneath  a  canopy  of  regal  ftate. 

High  on  a  throne  the  Englifh  monarch  fate  ; 

AH  round,  the  ladies  and  the  barons  bold. 

Shining  in  proud  array,  their  ftations  hold. 

Now  o'er  the  theatre  the  champions  pour. 

And  facing  three  to  three,  and  four  to  four, 

Flourifh  their  arms  in  prelude.     From  the  bay 

Where  flows  the  Tagus,  to  the  Indian  fea. 

The 
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The  fun  beholds  not  in  his  annual  race 

A  twelve  more  fightly,  more  of  manly  grace 

Than  tower'd  the  Englilh  knights.     With  frothing  jaws 

Furious  each  fteed  the  bit  reftriftive  gnaws ; 

And  rearing  to  approach  the  rearing  foe, 

Their  wavy  manes  are  dafh*d  with  foamy  fnow : 

Crofs-darting  to  the  fun  a  thoufand  rays 

The  champions  helmets  as  the  cryftal  blaze. 

Ah  now,  the  trembling  ladies  cheeks  how  wan ! 

Cold  crept  their  blood ;  when  through  the  tumult  ran 

A  fhout  loud  gathering :  tum'd  was  every  eye 

Where  rofe  the  Ihout,  the  fudden  caufe  to  fpy. 

And  lo,  in  fhining  arms  a  warrior  rode. 

With  confcious  pride  his  fnorting  courier  trod  } 

Low  to  the  monarch  and  the  dames  he  bends. 

And  now  the  great  Magricio  joins  his  friends* 

With  looks  that  glow*d,  exulting  rofe  the  fair, 

Whofe  wounded  honour  claiip'd  the  hero's  care: 

Afide  the  doleful  weeds  of  mourning  thrown. 

In  dazzling  purple  and  in  gold  (he  ihone. 

Now  loud  the  fignal  of  the  fight  rebounds 

Quivering  the  air ;  the  meeting  (hock  refounds 

Hoarfc  crafhing  uproar ;  griding  fplinters  fpring 

Far  round ;  and  bucklers  dafliM  on  bucklers  ring : 

Their  fwords  flafh  lightning ;  darkly  reeking  o'er 

The  fhining  mail-plates  flows  the  purple  gore. 

Tom  by  the  fpur,  the  loofencd  reins  at  large. 

Furious  the  fteeds  in  thundering  plunges  charge  ; 

Trembles 
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Trembles  beneath  their  hoofs  the  folid  ground^ 

And  thick  the  fiery  fparklcs  flafh  around, 

A  dreadful  blaze  !  with  pleafing  horror  thrill'd 

The  crowd  behold  the  terrors  of  the  field. 

Here  ftunn^di  and  ftaggering  with  the  forceful  blow^ 

A  bending  champion  grafps  the  faddle-bow ; 

Here  backward  bent  a  falling  knight  reclines. 

His  plumes  difhonour'd  lafh  the  courfer's  loins. 

So  tired  and  ftagger'd  toil'd  the  doubtful  fight. 

When  great  Magricio  kindling  all  his  might 

Gave  all  his  rage  to  bum :  with  headlong  force^ 

Confcious  of  viAory,  his  bounding  horfe 

Wheels  round  and  round  the  foe ;  the  hero's  fpear 

Now  on  the  firont,  now  flaming  on  the  rear. 

Mows  down  their  firmed  battle ;  groans  the  ground. 

Beneath  his  courier's  fmiting  hoofs  ;  far  round 

The  cloven  helms  and  fplinter'd  fhields  refound. 

Here,  torn  and  trail'd  in  duft  the  harnefs  gay. 

From  the  fall'n  mafter  fprings  the  fteed  away ; 

Obfcene  with  duft  and  gore,  flow  from  the  ground 

Rifing,  the  mafter  rolls  his  eyes  around, 

Pale  as  a  fpeAre  on  the  Stygian  coaft. 

In  all  the  rage  of  fliame  confiifed  and  loft. 

Here  low  on  earth,  and  o'er  the  riders  tlirown. 

The  wallowing  courfers  and  the  riders  groan : 

Before  their  glimmering  vifion  dies  the  light. 

And  deep  defcends  the  gloom  of  death's  eternal  night. 

They  now  who  boafted,  <«  Let  the  fword  decide," 

Alone  in  flight's  ignoble  aid  confide : 

I^ud 


I 
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Loud  to  the  fky  the  fliout  of  joy  proclaims 
The  fpotleis  honour  of  the  ladies'  names. 

In  painted  halls  of  ftate  and  rofy  bowers. 
The  twelve  brave  Luiians  crown  the  feftivc  hours. 
Bold  Lancafter  the  princely  feaft  beftows, 
The  goblet  circles,   and  the  mufic  flows  ; 
And  every  care,  the  tranfport  of  their  joy. 
To  tend  the  knights  the  lovely  dames  employ ; 
The  green-boughed  forefts  by  the  lawns  of  Thames 
Behold  the  viAor-champions  and  the  dames 
Roufe  the  tall  roe-buck  o'er  the  dews  of  morn. 
While  through  the  dales  of  Kent  refounds  the  bugle-horn. 
The  fultry  noon  the  princely  banquet  owns, 
The  minftrel's  long  of  war  the  banquet  crowns  9 
And  when  the  fhades  of  gentle  evening  fall. 
Loud  with  the  dance  reibunds  the  lordly  hall : 
The  golden  roofs,  while  yefper  fhines,  prolong 
The  trembling  echoes  of  the  harp  and  fong. 
Thus  paft  the  days  on  England's  happy  ftrand,- 
Till  the  dear  memory  of  their  natal  land 
Sigh'd'for  the  banks  of  Tagus.     Tct  the  breaft 
Of  brave  Magricio  fpums  the  thoughts  of  reft : 
In  Gaul's  proud  court  he  fought  the  lifted  plain. 
In  arms  an  injured  lady's  knight  again. 
As  Rome's  y  Corvinus  o'er  the  field  he  ftrode. 
And  on  the  foe's  huge  cuirafs  proudly  trod. 

VOL.  II.  N  No 

r  As  Rome*  C(9rvMvi— Valerius  Maximus,  a  Romaa tribune,  who  fought 
and  flew  a  Gaul  of  eaormous  Mature,  in  fingle  combat.    During  the  duel  a 

raTen 
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No  more  by  tyranny's  proud  tongae  reriled. 
The  Flandrian  coantefs  on  her  hero  >  fmiled. 
The  Rhine  another  paft»  and  proved  his  *  mighty 
A  firaudiul  German  dared  him  to  the  fight ; 

Strained 


rsren  perched  on  the  helm  of  hii  anti^ift,  ibnethnes  pecked  hU  tact 
and  hand,  and  ibmetimes  Minded  him  with  the  flapping  of  hi*  wings.  The 
wlQor  was  thence  named  Corrinus.  Vid.  Liv.  1. 7.  c.  a6. 
.  ■  The  FLuidnaM  emmtift  m  ber  btrt  fmled,'—**  The  princeft,  for  whom 
x  Magrido  rignaisxed  his  valour,  was  liabeUa  of  Portugal,  and  fyvaSk  to 
**  Philip  the  Good,  duke  of  Burgundy,  and  earl  of  Flanders^  Some  Spanifh 
*'  chronicles  relate,  that  Charles  VII.  of  France,  having  aflembled  the  ftates 
**  of  his  kingdom,  cited  Philip  to  appear  with  his  other  vaflaU.  IfafaelUy 
**  who  was  preient,  fblemniy  protefted  that  the  earls  of  Flanders  were  not 
**  obliged  to  do  homage.  A  dUpute  arofe,  on  which  (he  offered,  according 
*'  to  the  cuftom  of  that  age,  to  appeal  to  the  fate  of  arms.  The  piopo£d  was 
'*  accepted,  and  Magricio,  the  champbn  of  I/^bella,  vanquifhed  a  French 
*<  chevalier,  appointed  by  Charles.  Though  our  authors  do  not  mention 
*<  this  adventure,  and  though  Emmanuel  de  Faria,  and  the  bed  Portugue/e 
■<  writers  treat  it  with  doubt,  nothing  to  the  disadvantage  of  Camoens  it 
*<  thence  to  be  inferred.  A  poet  is  not  obliged  always  to  follow  the  truth 
••  of  hiftory.     Caflera, 

•  The  Rhint  another  pajl,  atti  frtn^d  hit  might-^**  This  was  Alvaro  Yaz 
**  d'Almada.  The  chronkde  of  Oaribay  rehites,  that  at  Bafil  he  received 
**  from  a  German  a  challenge  to  meafure  fwords,  on  condition  that  each 
**  fhould  6ght  with  his  right  fide  unarmed  ;  the  German  by  this  hoping  to 
*<  be  viAorious,  for  he  was  left-handed.  The  Portnguefe,  fufpe^Hng  no 
"  fraud,  accepted.  When  the  combat  began  he  perceived  the  inequality. 
*'  His  light  fide  unarmed  was  expofcd  to  the  enemy,  whofe  left  fide,  which 
**  was  neared  to  him,  was  defended  with  half  a  cuirais.  Notwithdanding 
*<  all  this,  the  brave  Alvaro  obtained  the  victory.  He  fprung  upon  the 
"  German,  feized  him,  and  grafping  him  forcibly  in  his  arms,  (liflcd  and 
»  crufbed  him  to  death ;  imitating  the  conduA  of  Herailes,  who  in  the 
«  fame  manner  flew  the  cruel  Anteus.  Here  wc  ought  to  remark  tlic  ad- 
"  drefs  of  our  author ;  he  dcfcribes  at  length  the  injury  and  grief  of  the 
"  Englifli  ladies,  the  voyage  of  the  twelve  champions  to  England,  and  the 
•*  prowcfs  they  there  difplayed.  "When  Velofo  relates  thcle,  the  fca  is 
<<  calm  ;  but  no  fooner  does  it  begin  to  be  troubled,  than  the  foldicr  abridges 
"  his  recital :  we  fee  him.  follow  by  degrees  the  preludes  of  the  ftorm,  we 

**  perceive 
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Strain'd  m  his  grafp  the  frtudiiil  boafter  fell— -— » 

Here  iudden  ftopt  the  youth ;  the  diftaot  yell 

Of  gathering  tempeft  founded  m  his  ears. 

Unheard,  unheeded  by  his  Hftening  ptcrs* 

Eameft  at  full  they  urge  him  to  relate 

Magricio's  combat,  and  the  German's  £ite. 
When  (hrilly  wUftUag  through  the  decks  reibuods 
The  mafier's  call,  and  lood  his  voice  rebounds : 
Inftant  from  converfe  and  from  ihimber  ftart 
Both  bands,  and  inftant  to  their  toils  they  dart. 
Aloft,  Oh  fpeed,  down,  down  the  topGulsy  cries 
The  mafter,  fudden  from  my  eameft  eyes 
Vanifli'd  the  ftiars,  flow  rolls  the  hollow  figb. 
The  ftorm's  dread  berald.-^To  the  topiails  fly 
The  bounding  youths,  and  o'er  the  yard-arms  whirl 
The  whizzing  ropes,  and  fwift  the  canvafs  fiirl  ^ 
When  frx>m  their  grafp  the  burftvig  tcmpefts  bore 
The  fheets  half-gathered,  and  in  fragments  tore. 
Strike,  ftrike  the  maiafail,  loud  again  he  rears 
His  echoing  voice  i  when  roaring  in  their  ear^^ 
As  if,  the  ftarry  vault  by  thunders  riven, 
Ruih'd  dowimard  tQ  the  de^  the  walls  of  heaven: 

V  %  WiA 


^  perceiTc  the  u^joiXf  of  htf  oaijid  QA  the  "ntm  of  the  spptoachiag  d4p^> 
"  baftening  his  namtioD  to  an  end.  Fmiii  «r  fw  iapftU*  in  «m^  d»  wuXtrt. 
«  Behold  the  Afokef  of  a  OMifter."    C^kw. 

Joam  Franco  BatretOb  whfi^  flioit  Qomendator  is  printed  as  en  ipdex  v^ 
the  Portagneie  editions  of  the  Laiiad,  infonns  us,  that  Magddo  was  ibn  of 
the  manfchal  Con^  OooliBJ^  sadhaoSfasrlgOlftVetersirfTJ^  tU 
M  count  de  M^hdvs.. 
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With  headlong  weight  a  fiercer  blaft  dcfccnds, 
And  with  fharp  whirring  crafli  the  main-fail  rends  ; 
Loud  fhrieks  of  horror  through  the  fleet  refound, 
Burfts  the  ton;i  cordage^  rattle  far  around 
The  Iplintcr'd  yard-arms  j  from  each  bending  maft. 
In  many  a  fhred,  far  ftreammg  on  the  blaft 
The  canvafs  floats  5  low  finks  the  leeward  fide, 
Cer  the  broad  veflcls  rolls  the  Iwelling  tide  j 
O  ftrain  each  nerve,  the  frantic  pilot  cries, 
.  Oh  now — and  inftant  every  nerve  applies, 
Tugging  what  cumbrous  lay  with  ftrainfiil  force  ; 
Dafli'd  by  the  ponderous  loads  the  fiirges  hoarfe 
Roar  in  new  whirls  :  the  dauntlefs  foldiers  ran 
To  pump,  yet  ere  the  groaning  pump  began 
The  wave  to  vomit,  o*er  the  decks  overthrown 
In  groveling  heaps  the  ftagger^d  foldiers  groan  ; 
So  rolls  the  veflH,  not  the  boldeft  three. 
Of  arms  robufteft,  and  of  firmeft  knee. 
Can  guide  the  ftarting  rudder ;  from  their  hands 
The  helm  burfts ;  fcarce  a  cable's  ftrength  commands 
The  ftaggering  fury  of  its  ftarting  bounds. 
While  to  the  forceful  beating  furge  refounds 
The  hollow  crazing  hulk :  with  kindling  rage 
The  adverfe  winds  the  advcrfe  winds  engage : 
As  from  its  bafe  of  rock  their  banded  power 
Strove  in  the  duft  to  ftrew  fome  lordly  tower, 
Whofe  dented  battlements  in  middle  flcy 
Frown  on  the  tempeft  and  its  rage  defy  ^ 

So 
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So  roar'd  the  winds  :  high  o'er  the  reft  upborne 

On  the  wide  mountain-wave's  flant  ridge  forlorD|  , 

At  tunes  difcover'd  by  the  lightnings  blue. 

Hangs  Gama's  lofty  veflcl,  to  the  view 

Small  as  her  boat ;  o'er  Paulus'  ihatter'd  prore 

Falls  the  tall  main-maft  prone  with  crafhing  roar  $ 

Their  hands,  yet  grafpin  g  their  uprooted  hair. 

The  failors  lift  to  heaven  in  wild  defpair  ; 

The  Saviour  God  each  yelling  voice  implores ; 

Nor  lefs  from  brave  Coello's  war-fhip  pours 

The  fhriek,  fhrill  rolling  on  the  tempeft's  wings : 

Dire  as  the  bird  of  death  at  midnight  fings 

His  dreary  bowlings  in  the  fick  man's  ear. 

The  anfwering  fhriek  from  Chip  to  (hip  they  hear. 

Now  on  the  mountain-billows  upward  driven. 

The  navy  mingles  with  the  clouds  of  heaven ; 

Now  rufhing  downward  with  the  finking  waves. 

Bare  they  behold  old  ocean's  vaulty  caves. 

The  eaftern  blaft  againft  the  weftem  pours, 

Againft  the  fouthern  ftorm  the  northern  roars : 

From  pole  to  pole  the  flaihy  lightnings  glare, 

One  pale  blue  twinkling  fheet  enwraps  the  air ; 

In  fwift  fucceffion  now  the  volleys  fly. 

Darted  in  pointed  curvings  o'er  the  £ky, 

And  through  the  horrors  of  the  dreadful  night. 

O'er  the  torn  waves  they  fhed  a  ghaftly  light  *, 

The  breaking  furges  flame  with  burning  red. 

Wider  aqd  louder  flill  the  thunders  fpread, 
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As  if  the  ibiid  heavens  together  crufli'd. 
Expiring  worlds  on  worlds  expiring  rufh'd, 
And  dim-brow'd  chaos  ftruggled  to  regain 
The  wild  confufion  of  his  ancient  reign. 
Not  fuch  the  ToUey  when  the  arm  of  Jove 
From  heaven's  high  gates  the  rebel  Titans  drove ; 
Not  fuch  fierce  lightnings  blazed  athwart  the  floods 
When,  laved  by  heaven,  Deucalion's  veflcl  rode 
High  o'er  the  deluged  hills.     Along  the  fhore 
The  halcyons,  mindful  of  their  fate,  >>  deplore ; 
As  beating  round  on  trembling  wings  they  fly. 
Shrill  through  the  fiorm  their  woeful  clamours  die* 
So  from  the  tomb,  when  midnight  veils  the  plains, 
With  •  flirill,  fiunt  voice,  tfa'  untimely  ghoft  complams. 

The 


^  The  haUymsy  wMfid  tf  Heir  fkt*,  dtplert^^tf^^  king  of  Tnchisia, 
Ton  of  JLudfer,  married  Alcyone,  the  daughter  of  Eolus.  On  a  voyage  to 
confult  the  Delphic  oracle,  he  was  Ihipwrecked.  His  corpfe  was  thrown 
afliore  in  the  view  of  his  Cpoo&t  ^^o,  in  the  agonies  of  her  Jove  and  de* 
fpair,  threw  herfelf  into  the  Tea.  The  gods,  in  pity  of  her  pious  6delttf  , 
metamorphoied  them  into  the  hirds  which  bear  her  name.  The  halycon 
is  a  little  bird,  about  the  fixe  of  a  thrafli,  its  plumage  of  a  beautiful  (ky 
blue,  mixed  with  fome  traits  of  white  and  carnation.  It  is  vulgarly  called 
the  king,  or  martin  fiiher.  The  halcyons  very  fcldom  appear  but  in 
the  fineft  weather,  whence  they  are  fabled  to  build  their  nefts  on  the  waves. 
The  female  is  no  lefs  remarkable  than  the  turtle,  for  her  conjugal  affe^on. 
She  nourishes  and  attends  the  male  when  iick,  and  furvives  his  death  but 
a  few  days.  When  the  halcyons  are  fnrprifed  in  a  temped,  they  fly 
about  as  in  the  utmoft  terror,  with  the  mod  lamentable  and  doleful  cries. 
To  introduce  them  therefore  in  the  picture  of  a  ftorm,  is  a  proof  both  of 
the  taile  and  judgment  of  CSundens. 

«  JVab  JbrUl  faiiti  vuu  ib*  wttimdf  giofi.  mnr/Aiaw— It  may  not  pcihaps 
be  unentertainlng  to  cite  Madam  Dader^  and  Mr.  J^op€j  on  the  voices  of 

the 
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The  amoroiis  dolphins  to  their  deepeft  c»vcs 
In  vain  retreat  to  fly  the  furious  waves «, 
High  o'er  the  mountain-capes  the  ocean  flows. 
And  tears  the  aged  forefts  from  their  brows  : 

The 


the  dead.  It  will,  at  lead,  afford  a  critical  obfervatioD,  which  appears  to 
have  eicaped  them  both.  "  The  fhades  of  the  fuitor*  (obferves  Dacier) 
**  when  they  are  fammoDcd  by  Mercury  out  of  the  palace  of  Uhfftsy  emit  a 
**  feeble,  plaintive,  inarticulate  ibund,  t^hc^  firidemt :  whereas  Agamtm' 
*^  «M,  aad  the  (hades  that  have  been  long  in  the  (late  of  the  dead,  fpeak 
^  jutkulately.  I  doubt  not  but  Homer  intended  to  Qiew,  by  the  former 
^  deicription,  that  when  the  foul  is  feparated  from  the  organs  of  the  body, 
"  it  ccaics  to  aA  after  the  iame  manner  as  while  it  was  joined  to  tt ;  but 
**  how  the  dead  recover  their  voices  afterwards  is  not  eafy  to  uoderAuid. 
**  In  other  refpe^b  Vir^  paints  after  Homtr : 


^Pars  tolkre 


JBxiguam  :  uiceptw  clamor  frtt/lraiur  bianiet^ 

To  this  Mr.  Pope  replies,  ^  But  why  Ihould  we  iiappofe  with  DacUr^ 
**  that  theTe  (hades  of  the  fuitors  f^f  Petuhpe)  have  bft  the  faculty  of  fpeak- 
**  ing;  I  rather  imagine  that  the  ibunds  they  uttered  were  figns  of  com- 
^  phunt  and  difcontent,  and  proceeded  not  from  an  inability  to  ipeak. 
**  After  Pahroelut  was  (lain,  he  appears  to  AebiUes,  and  fpeaks  very  artico- 
*  lately  to  him ;  yet  to  expxefs  his  forrow  at  his  departure,  he  a^  like 
^  theic  fuitors :  for  AcbilU* 

Liike  a  tlun  fmoke  beholds  the  ipirit  fly» 
And  hears  a  feeble,  lamentable  cry. 

*<  Dtatr  conjedurcs,  that  the  power  of  fpeech  ceafes  in  the  dead,  till  they  are 
^  admitted  into  a  (late  of  red ;  but  Patrwlus  is  an  inftance  to  the  contrary 
*<  in  the  liiady  and  Elpetwr  in  the  Odj^ffey^  for  they  both  fpeak  before  their 
**  funereal  rites  are  performed,  and  confequently  before  they  enter  into  a 
**  (late  of  repoie  amongft  the  (hades  of  the  happy.*' 

The  aitic,  in  his  fearch  for  diftant  proofs,  often  omits  the  moft  material 
one  immediately  at  hand.  Had  Madam  Dac'ur  attended  to  the  epifode  of 
the  (buls  of  the  fuitors,  the  world  had  never  feen  her  ingenuity  in  thefe 
mythology  conje^hires ;  nor  had  Mr.  Pope  any  need  to  bring  the  cafe  of 
PairodM*  or  EXpenat  to  overthrow  her  fyftem.  Ampbimedon^  one  of  the  fui- 
torS|  in  the  very  epiibde  which  gave  birth  to  Dacicr's  conje^re,  tells  his 

(lory 
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The  pine  and  oak's  huge  finewy  roots  uptorn. 

And  from  their  bec^s  the  duiky  fands,  upborne 

On  the  rude  whirlings  of  the  billowy  fweep, 

Imbrown  the  furface  of  the  boiling  deep. 

High  to  the  poop  the  valiant  Gam  a  fprings^ 

And  all  the  rage  of  grief  his  bofom  wrings. 

Grief  to  behold,  the  while  fond  hope  enjoy'd 

The  meed  of  all  his  toils,  that  hope  deftroyed. 

In  awfiil  horror  loft  che  hero  ftands. 

And  rolls  his  eye^  ta  heaven,  and  fpreads  his  hands. 

While  to  the  clouds  his  veflel  rides  the  fwell, 

And>  now  her  black  keel  ftrikes  the  gates  of  hell ;  «. 

Oh  thou,  he  cries,  whom  trembling  heaven  obeys, 

Whofe  will  the  tempeifs  furious  madnefs  fways, 

Who, 

ftoiy  Tcry  articulately  to  the  (hade  of  Agamemnm^  though  he  had  not  re- 
ceived the  funereal  rites : 

Our  mangled  bodies  now  deformM  with  gore, 

Cold  and  negledled  fpread  the  marble  floor : 

No  friend  to  bathe  fur  wounds !  or  tears  to  (hed 

0*er  the  pale  corfe !  the  honours  of  the  dead.      Odtss.  XXIV. 

On  the  whole,  the  defence  of  Pe^  is  aimoft  as  idle  as  the  conje£hires  of 
Dacier.  The  plain  truth  is,  poetry  delights  in  perfonification  :  cirery  thing 
in  it,  as  ArifioUe  fays  of  the  Iliad,  has  manners;  poetry  muft  therefore  per- 
fonify  according  to  our  ideas.    Thus  in  Milton: 

Tears,  fuch  as  angels  weep,  burft  forth— 

And  thus  in  Horner^  while  the  fuitors  are  condu^d  to  hell; 

Trembling  the  fpe^res  glide,  and  plaintive  vent 
Thin,  hollow  fcreams,  along  the  deep  de/cent : 

and,  unfetterM  with  mythological  dif^in^Hons,  either  (hriek  or  articulately 
talk,  according  to  the  moft  poetical  view  of  their  fappofcd  clrcumftances. 
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Who,  through  the  wild  waves,  led'ft  thy  chofcn  race. 

While  the  high  billows  ftood  like  walls  of  brafs  : 

Oh  thou,  while  ocean  burfting  o'er  the  world 

Roar'd  o*er  the  hills,  and  from  the  Iky  down  hurl'd 

Rufh'd  other  headlong  oceans  :  Oh,  as  then 

The  fecond  father  of  the  race  of  men 

Safe  in  thy  care  the  dreadful  billows  rode. 

Oh !  fave  us  now,  be  now  the  faviour  God  I 

Safe  in  thy  care,  what  dangers  have  we  paft  ! 

And  fhalt  thou  leave  us,  leave  us  now  at  laft 

To  perifh  here — our  dangers  and  our  toils 

To  fpread  thy  laws  unworthy  of  thy  fmiles ; 

Our  vows  unheard — Heavy  with  all  thy  weight. 

Oh  horror,  come  !  and  come,  eternal  night ! 

He  paufed ; — then  round  his  eyes  and  arms  he  threw 
In  gefture  wild,  and  thus :  Oh  happy  you ! 
You,  who  in  Afric  fought  for  holy  faith. 
And,  pierced  with  Moorifh  fpears,  in  glorious  death 
Beheld  the  fmiling  heavens  your  toils  reward, 
By  your  brave  mates  beheld  the  conqueft  fhared ; 
Oh  happy  you,  on  every  fhore  renown'd  ! 
Tour  vows  refpefted,  and  your  wifhes  crownU 

He  fpoke ;  redoubled  raged  the  mingled  Wafts  5 
Through  the  torn  cordage  and  the  fliatter'd  mafts 
The  winds  loud  whittled,  fiercer  lightnings  blazed. 
And  louder  roars  the  doubled  thunders  raifed,- 

Thc 
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The  iky  and  ocean  blending,  each  on  Gre^ 

Seem'd  as  all  nature  ftrugg^ed  to  expire» 

When  now  the  filver  ftar  of  love  appeared. 

Bright  in  her  eaft  her  radiant  front  fhe  reared  ; 

Fair  through  the  horrid  ftorm  the  gentle  ray 

Announced  the  promife  of  the  cheerful  day  j 

From  her  bright  throne  celeftial  love  beheld 

The  tempeft  bum,  and  blaft  on  blaft  impelled  : 

And  muft  the  furious  daemon  ftill,  fhe  cries. 

Still  urge  his  rage,  nor  all  the  paft  fu£Bce  ! 

Tet  as  the  paft,  fhall  all*his  rage  be  vain — 

She  (poke,*  and  darted  to  the  roaring  main ; 

Her  lovely  nymphs  fhe  calls,  the  nymphs  obey. 

Her  nymphs  the  virtues  who  confefs  her  (way  ; 

Round  every  brow  fhe  bids  the  rofe-buds  twine. 

And  every  flower  adown  the  locks  to  fhine. 

The  fnow-white  lily  and  the  laurel  green. 

And  pink  and  yellow  as  at  ffarife  be  feeOf 

Inftant  amid  their  golden  ringlets  ftrove 

Each  flowret,  planted  by  the  hand  of  love; 

At  ftrife,  who  firft  th'  enamoured  powers  to  £^9 

Who  rule  the  tempefts  and  the  waves  reftrain ; 

Bright  as  a  ftarry  band  the  Nereids  ihone, 

Infhnt  old  Eolus'  fons  their  prefence  «  own ; 

The  winds  die  faintly,  and  in  fofteft'Gghs 

Each  at  his  £ur  one's  feet  delponding  lies* 


The 
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The  bright  Orithia^  threatening*  fienxlj  chides 

The  furious  Boreas,  and  his  faith  derides  ^ 

The  fiirious  Boreas  owns  her  powerful  bands : 

Fsur  Galatea,  with  a  fmile  commands 

The  raging  Notus,  for  his  love,  how  true» 

His  fervent  paffion  and  his  faith,  ihe  knew* 

Thus  every  nymph  her  various  lover  chides  ; 

The  filcnt  winds  are  fettered  by  their  brides  ; 

And  to  the  goddefs  ^  celeftial  loves. 

Mild  as  her  look,  and  gentle  as  her  doves   . 

In  Bowery  bands  are  brought.     Their  amorous  flame 

The  Queen  approves,  and  ever  burn  the  fame. 

She  cries,  and  joyful  on  the  nymphs'  fair  hands, 

Th'  Eolian  race  receive  the  Queen's  commands, 

And  vow,  that  henceforth  her  armada's  fails 

Should  gentle  fwell  with  fair  propitious  ^  gales. 

Now 


4  jimi^tw^itathiietfoni  ber  mrmmds*tfi^^ 
SlMuUgemly/'WiU  tviA  Jmr  prv/tkumt  gdUp^ 
la  innumerable  inftances,  Csmfiens  dlicovers  Unfelf  a  judicSons  imi* 
titor  of  the  andents.  In  the  tw6  great  maftejhs  of  the  epic,  are  ie- 
Teral  prophecies  oracular  of  the  fate  of  diflerent  heroes,  which  give  an  air 
tif  ibiemn  importance  to  the  poem.  The  fate  of  the  armada  thuc  obicnreljr 
sntidpated,  refemhles  in  particular  the  prophecf  of  the  fafe  return  of 
Vlyiles  to  Ithaca,  foretold  by  the  fliade  of  Ttrtfioi^  which  was  afterwards  f uU 
filled  by  the  Phsacians.  It  remains  now  to  make  ibme  obfervations  on  the 
machinery  ufed  by  CamOens  in  this  book.  The  necefEty  of  machinery  in 
tiie  epopceia,  and  the  perhaps  mfurmounUble  difficulty  of  findbg  one  unez- 
ceplionably  adapted  to  a  poem  where  the  heroes  are  chridians,  or,  in  other 
words,  to  a  poem  whofe  fubjeA  is  modem,  have  already  been  obienred  in 
the  preface.  The  defccnt  of  Bacchus  to  the  palace  of  Neptune  in  the 
depths  of  the  iea,  and  hisaddrefs  to  the  watery  gods,  are  noble  imitations 
of  VhgU*s  Juno  in  the  firfk  .ffineid.  The  defcription  of  the  ftorm  is  alfo 
maHerly.    In  both  inflaaces  the  conduct  of  the  iEneid  is  joined  with  the 

defcriptife 
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Now  morn,  fcrcne  in  dappled  grey,  arofc 
O'er  the  fair  lawns  where  murmuring  Ganges  flows ; 

Pale 


defcnptiTe  exuberance  of  the  OdyiTey.  The  appeannce  of  the  ftar  of  Ve- 
nus through  the  florm  is  finely  imagined,  the  influence  of  the  nymphs  of 
that  goddefs  over  the  winds,  and  their  fubfequent  nuptials,  are  in  the  fpirit 
of  the  promiTe  of  Juno  to  .^Bolus : 

Sunt  mibi b'u  fepiem prt^titi<orpere  Mymplut: 
^uartOHf  quie  forma  fmlcberrimaf  DcToffeiam 
CetuuJttojungam  JUAUt^  fropriampie  dicdto  : 
Ornmet  nt  tecum  meritupro  talibus  annor 
Midgat,  \^  fukbrafaciat  te  pnU  paraOem* 

And  the  fiAion  itfelf  is  an  allegory  exa£dy  in  the  manner  of  Homer.  Ori- 
thia,  the  daughter  of  Ere^teus,  and  queen  of  the  Amazons,  was  raviChed  and 
carried  away  by  Boreas.  Her  name,  derived  from  5^,  bMmd  or  Umit^  and 
6mi,  vioJence,  implies,  (ays  Caftera,  that  (he  moderated  the  rage  of  her  hoA 
band.  In  the  fame  manner,  Galatea,  derived  from  yAXaf^wnUy  and  6i^  a 
foddefi,  fignifies  the  goddeis  of  candour  or  innocence. 

**  If  one  would  fpeak  poetically,  fays  Bcjit^  he  muft  imitate  Homier. 
Homer  will  not  fay  that  (sdt  has  the  virtue  to  prefcrve  dead  bodies,  or  that  the 
iea  presented  Achilles^  a  remedy  to  preferve  the  corpfe  of  FatroeUu  from  pi^ 
trefadHon :  He  makes  the  iea  a  goddefs,  and  tells  us  that  7%etu,  to  comfort 
AdnlUi^  promifed  to  perfume  the  body  with  an  ambrofia,  which  (honld  keep 
it  a  whole  year  from  corruption^— All  this  is  told  us  poetically,  the  whole  is 
reduced  into  a^Hon,  the  Tea  is  made  a  perfon  who  fpeaks  and  aOs,  and  this 
profopopetia  b  accompanied  with  paflion,tenderne{s,  and  aSe£tion.*' 

It  has  been  obfcrved  by  the  critics,  that  Homer,  in  the  battle  of  the  gods, 
has,  with  great  propriety,  divided  their  auxiliary  forces.  On  the  fide  of  the 
Greeks  he  places  all  the  gods  who  prefide  over  the  arts  and  fciences.  Mars 
and  Venus  favour  the  adultery  of  Paris ;  and  Apollo  is  for  the  Trojans,  as 
their  ftrength  confiAed  chiefly  in  the  uTe  of  the  bow.  Talking  of  the  bat- 
tle, "  With  what  art,  fays  Euflathius^  as  cited  by  Fepe^  does  the  poet  engage 
the  gods  in  this  conflid !  Neptune  oppofes  Apolk^  which  implies,  that  things 
moiA  and  dry  are  in  continual  difcord.  Pallas  fights  with  Mars,  which  fig- 
nifies  that  rafbneisand  wifdom  always  diiagree  :  Juno  is  againft  Diana,  that 
is,  nothing  more  diflers  from  a  marriage  ffatc,  than  celibacy :  Fulcan  en- 
gages Xantbus,  that  is,  fire  and  water  are  in  perpetual  variance.  Thus  we 
have  a  fine  allegory  concealed  under  the  veil  of  excellent  poetry,  and  the 
reader  conceives  a  double  iatisfaaion  at  the  fame  time,  from  the  beautiful 

verfcs 
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Pale  {hone  the  wave  beneath  the  golden  beam ; 

Blue  o'er  the  filver  flood  Malabria*s  mountains  gleam: 

The  Tailors  on  the  main-top's  airy  round. 

Land,  land,  aloud,  with  waving  hands,  reibund ; 

Aloud  the  pilot  of  Melinda  cries. 

Behold,  O  chief,  the  Ihores  of  India  rife  ! 

Elate  the  joyful  crew  on  tip-toe  trod. 

And  every  brcaft  with  fwelling  raptures  glow*d  5 

Gama's  great  foul  confeft  the  rufhing  fwell. 

Prone  on  his  manly  knees  the  hero  fell. 

Oh  bounteous  heaven,  he  cries,  and  fpreads  his  hands 

To  bounteous  heaven !  while  boundlefs  joy  commands 

No  farther  word  to  flow*     In  wonder  loft, 

As  one  in  horrid  dreams  through  whirlpools  toft. 

Now  fnatch'd  by  daemons  rides  the  flaming  air. 

And  howls,  and  hears  the  bowlings  of  defpair ; 

Awaked, 


▼etfes  and  an  indru^ve  moral."  And  again,  **  The  combat  of  Mart  and 
PaUcu  is  plainly  allegorical.  Juftice  and  wtfdom  demanded,  that  an  end 
flwiild  be  put  to  this  terrible  war :  the  god  of  war  opposes  this,  but  is  worft- 
ed.-»No  (boner  has  onr  rcafbn  fubdued  one  temptation,  but  another  fuc^ 
ceeds  to  reinforce  it,  thus  Venut  fiiccours  Mars,^-PaUas  retreated  from 
Marsy  in  order  to  conquer  him ;  this  (hews  us  that  the  beft  way  to  fubdue 
a  temptation  is  to  retreat  from  it." 

Thefe  explications  of  the  manner  of  Homer,  ought,  in  jufHce,  to  be  ap- 
plied to  his  imitator ;  nor  is  the  moral  part  of  the  allegory  of  Camden s  lefs 
exa£t  than  the  mythological.  In  the  prefent  inftances,  his  allegory  is  pecu- 
liarly happy.  The  rage  and  endeavours  of  the  evil  daemon,  to  prevent  the 
interefts  of  chriflianity,  are  (h-ongly  marked.  The  ftorm  which  he  raiTes  is 
the  tumult  of  the  human  paffions;  thefe  are  mod  etfe^ally  fubdued  by 
the  influence  of  the  virtues,  which  more  immediately  depend  upon  cele(^ 
tial  love;  and  the  union  which  Ihe  confirms  between  the  virtues  and  paffi- 
ons, is  the  fureft  pledge  of  future  tnuKjuillity. 
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Awaked,  amazed,  confuicd  with  tranfport  glows. 
And,  trembHng  ftill,  with  troubled  joy  o'erflows ; 
S09  yet  afieAed  with  the  fickly  weight 
Left  by  the  horrors  of  the  dreadful  night. 
The  hero  wakes  in  raptures  to  behold 
The  Indian  (hores  before  his  prows  unfold : 
Bounding  he  rifes,  and  with  eyes  on  fire 
Surveys  the  limits  of  his  proud  defire. 

O  glorious  chief,  while  ftorms  and  oceans  raved. 
What  hopelefs  toils  thy  dauntlefs  valour  braved  i 
By  toils  like  thine  the  brave  afcend  to  heaven  f 
By  toils  like  thine  immortal  £ime  is  given. 
Not  he,  who  daily  moves  in  ermine  gown. 
Who  nightly  flumbers  on  the  couch  of  down ; 
Who  proudly  boafts  through  heroes  old  to  trace 
The  lordly  lineage  of  his  titled  race ; 
Proud  of  the  fmiles  of  every  courtier  lord, 
A  welcome  gucft  at  every  courtier's  board ; 
Not  he,  the  feeble  fon  of  eafe,  may  claim 
Thy  wreathe,  O  Gama,  or  may  hope  thy  lame. 
Tis  he,  who  nurtured  on  the  tented  field. 
From  whofe  brown  cheek  each  tint  of  fear  expelled. 
With  manly  face  unmoved,  fecure,  ferene, 
I  Amidft  the  thunders  of  the  deathful  fcene. 
From  horror's  mouth  dares  fnatch  the  warrior's  crown. 
His  own  his  honours,  all  his  fame  his  own  : 

Who 
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Who  proudly  juft  to  honour's  ftcm  commands. 

The  dogftar's  rage  on  Afric's  burning  fands, 

Or  the  keen  air  of  midnight  polar  ikies. 

Long  watchful  by  the  helm,  alike  defies : 

Who  on  his  front,  the  trophies  of  the  wars. 

Bears  his  proud  knighthood's  badge,  his  honeft  fears ; 

Who  cloath'd  in  fteel,  by  thitft,  by  famine  worn. 

Through  raging  feas  by  bold  ambition  bome^ 

Scornful  of  gold,  by  nobleft  ardour  fired. 

Each  wifh  by  mental  dignity  infpired. 

Prepared  each  ill  to  fufier  or  to  dare. 

To  blefs  mankind,  his  great  his  only  care ; 

Him  whom  her  fon  mature  experience  owns. 

Him,  him  alone  heroic  glory  crowns. 


Once  more  the  tranflator  is  tempted  to  confefs  his  opmbn,  tlat  the 
contrary  prafHce  of  Homer  and  Virgil  alTords  in  reality  no  reafonable  ob- 
jedion  againft  the  exclamatory  exuberances  of  Cam5ns.  Homer,  though 
the  father  of  the  epic  poem,  has  his  exuberances,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferred,  which  Tiolently  trefpafs  againft  the  firft  rule  of  the  epopceia,  the 
nnity  of  the  a^on  :  a  rule  which,  ftri^tly  fpeaking,  is  not  outraged  by  the 
digrefCve  exclamations  of  Camoens.  The  one  now  before  us,  as  the  fere- 
reft  critic  muft  allow,  is  happily  adapted  to  the  Aibje^l  of  the  book.  The 
great  dangers  which  the  hero  had  hitherto  encountered,  are  particularly  de- 
icribed.  He  is  afterwards  brought  in  fafety  to  the  Indian  ftiore,  the  object 
of  his  ambition,  and  of  all  his  toils.  The  exclamation  therefore  on  the 
grand  hinge  of  the  poem,  has  its  propriety,  and  di(covers  the  warmth  of 
its  author*s  genius.  It  muft  alio  pleafe,  as  it  is  ftrongly  chara£teriftical  of 
the  temper  of  our  military  poet.  The  manly  contempt  with  which  he 
fpeaks  of  the  luxurious  inaAive  courtier,  and  the  delight  and  honour  with 
which  he  talks  of  the  toils  of  the  ibldier,  prefent  his  own  active  life  to  the 
reader  of  feniibllity.  His  campaigns  in  Africa,  where  in  a  gallant  attack 
he  loft  an  eye,  his  dangerous  life  at  fca,  and  the  military  fatigues,  and  the 
battles  in  which  he  bore  an  honourable  Ihare  in  India,  rife  to,  our  idea,  and 

poftefs 
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pofleft  us  with  an  efteem  and  admiration  of  our  martial  poet,  who  thus 
.  could  look  back  with  a  gallant  enthufiafm,  though  his  modcfty  docs  not 
mention  himfelf»  on  all  the  hardfliips  he  Had  endured :  who  thus  could 
bravely  efteem  the  dangers  to  which  he  had  been  expofed,  and  by  which  he 
had  feverely  fuffered,  as  the  moCl  defirable  occurrences  of  his  life,  and  the 
ornament  of  his  name. 


END  OF  THE  SIXTH  BOOK. 
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BOOK  vn. 

xlAIL,  glorious  chief!  where  never  chief  before 
Forced  his  bold  way,  all  hail  on  India's  fliore ! 
And  hail,  ye  Luiian  heroes !  fair  and  wide 
What  groves  of  palm,  to  haughty  Rome  deny'd. 
For  you  by  Ganges'  lengthening  banks  unfold ! . 
What  laurel  forefts  on  the  fhores  of  gold 
For  you  their  honours  ever  verdant  rear. 
Proud  with  their  leaves  to  twine  the  Lufian  Ipear ! 

Ah  heaven  !  what  fiiry  Europe's  fons  controls ! 
What  felf-confuming  difcord  fires  their  ibuls  ! 
'Gainft  her  own  breaft  her  fword  Germania  turns ; 
Through  all  her  ftates  £ratemal  rancour  bums ; 

VOL.  II.  O  Some, 


I 
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Some^  blindly  Wandering,  holy  faith  »  difclaim^ 

And  fierce  through  all  wild  rages  civil  flame* 

High  found  the  titles  of  the  Engliih  crown, 

King  of  Jenifalem,  his  old  ^  renown  I 

Alas,  delighted  with  an  airy  name, 

The  thin  dim  ihadow  of  departed  fame, 

England's  ftem  monarch,  funk  in  foft  relxife^ 

Luxurious  riots  mid  his  northern  fnows : 

Or  if  the  ftarting  burft  of  rage  fucceed. 

His  brethren  are  his  foes,  and  chriftians  bleed  ; 

While  Hagar's  brutal  race  his  titles  ftain, 

In  weeping  Salem  unmolefted  reign. 

And  with  their  rites  impure  her  holy  ihrines  pro&ne. 

And  thou,  O  Gaul,  with  gaudy  trophies  plumed, 

Moft  chriftian  named  ^  alas,  in  vain  aflumed  ( 

What 


»  Somtf  blindly  vumderug,  h<Jy  faith  Jtfclaim^^Thecontiltntkm  of  Gtrmxaj^ 
obferves  Pafiendorf,  may  be  fzid  to  verUy  the  fable  of  the  Hydra,  with 
this  difierence,  that  the  heads  of  the  Oerman  (late  bite  and  devour  each 
other.  At  the  time  when  Camdens  wrote,  the  German  empire  was  plunged 
into  all  the  miferks  of  a  religious  war,  the  catholics  ufing  every  endeavour 
to  rivet  the  chains  of  popery,  the  adherents  of  Luther  as  (Irenoufly  ettde»> 
Touring  to  fhake  them  ofT. 

^  High  found  the  iiiUt  oftbi  EiigUJh  crtntmy  Mng  of  Jerufaltm  This  is  a 
mifhike.  The  title  of  king  of  Jerufalem  was  never  aflumed  by  the  kings  oC 
England.  Robert,  duke  of  Normandy,  ion  of  William  the  conqueror,  was 
elected  king  of  Jerufalem  by  the  army  in  Syria,  but  declined  it  in  hope  of 
aicending  the  throne  of  England,  which  attempt  was  defeated.  Regnier, 
Count  d*Anjou,  father  of  Margaret,  queen  of  Henry  VI.  was  flattered 
with  the  mock  royalty  of  Naples,  Cyprus,  and  JeniiUem ;  his  armorial 
bearing  for  the  latter,  Luna,  a  crofs  potent,  between  four  crofles  Sol^— 
Hen.  VIII.  filled  the  throne  of  England  when  our  author  wrote  this  part  of 
the  Lufiad  :  his  gothic  luxury  and  conjugal  brutality  amply  deierved  the 
cenfure  of  the  honed  poet. 
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What  impious  luft  of  empire  fteels  thy  «  breaft 

From  their  juft  lords  the  chriftian  lands  to  wreft ! 

While  holy  £uth's  hereditary  foes 

Poflefs  the  treafures  where  Cynifio  ^  flows ; 

And  all  fecure,  behold  their  harvefts  fmile 

In  waving  gold  along  the  banks  of  Nile. 

And  thou,  O  loft  to  glory,  loft  to  fame. 

Thou  dark  oblivion  of  thy  ancient  name^ 

By  every  vicious  luxury  debafed, 

Each  noble  paflion  from  thy  breaft  erafed, 

Nervelefs  in  floth,  enfeebling  arts  thy  boaft. 

Oh !  Italy,  how  fallen,  how  low,  how  «  loft ! 

O2  la 

«  What  mpMut  Itifi  of  empire  feels  tby  Ireafl^Tht  French  tranflator  very 
cordially  agrees  with  the  Portuguese  poet  in  the  (lri£lures  upon  Germany, 
Englaad,  and  Italy.  But  when  his  own  country  is  touched  upon,*'  Malgrf 
**  V^mKy  fays  he,  que jai  pour  man  auteur^je  ne  craindreu  pae  de  dire  fuil  tomU 
**  id  dams  unegrande  injttftice .-"  *'  For  all  the  regard  I  have  for  my  author,  I 
**  will  not  hefitate  to  (ay,  that  here  he  has  committed  an  enormous  injuf- 
"  tice."  All  Europe  befides,  however,  will  witneis  the  truth  of  the  aflcr- 
tion,  which  ftigmatizes  the  French  politics  with  the  luft  of  extending  their 
jDonarchy. 

^  where  Cynifio Jtawt'-^ A  rivcf  in  Africa. 

•  Oh  /  Italy,  bow  fallen^  bow  low,  bow  Ufi  /—However  thefc  ferere  rcflec* 
tions  on  modem  Italy  may  difpleaic  the  admirers  of  Italian  manners,  the 
piAure  on  the  whole  is  too  juft  to  admit  of  confutation.  Never  did  the  hlf- 
tory  of  any  coutt  aiTord  ftich  bftances  of  villainy  and  all  the  bafenefs  of 
intrigue,  as  that  of  the  popes.  The  faith  and  honour  of  gentlemen  baniHied 
from  the  politics  of  the  Vatican,  every  public  virtue  muft  of  confequence 
decline  among  the  higher  ranks;  while  the  lower,  broken  by  opprefliony 
(ink  into  the  deepeft  poverty,  and  its  attendant  vices  of  meannefs  and  pu- 
fillanimity.  That  this  view  of  the  lower  ranks  in  the  pope's  dominions  is 
juft,  we  have  the  indubitable  teftimony  of  an  Addifon,  confirmed  by  the 
miferable  depopulation  of  a  province,  which  was  once  the  fineft  and  moft 
populous  of  the  Roman  empire.  It  has  long  been  the  policy  of  the  court 
of  Spain,  to  encourage  the  luxury  and  effeminate  diilipation  of  the  Neapo- 
litan 
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In  vain  to  thee  the  call  of  glory  founds. 
Thy  (word  alone  thy  own  foft  bofom  wounds. 

Ah, 

iitan  nobility ;  and  thofe  of  modern  Venice  reiemble  their  warlike  anceftort 
only  m  name.  That  Italy  can  boaft  many  individoaU  of  a  different  cha- 
ra^r,  will  by  no  means  overthrow  thefe  general  obfervations  fomided  on 
the  teftimony  of  the  moft  authentic  writers.  Our  poet  is  befides  jufUiiable 
in  his  cenfuresy  for  he  only  follows  the  feTere  refledions  of  the  greateft  of 
the  Italian  poets.  It  were  eafy  to  give  fifty  inftances,  two  or  three  however 
Aiall  fuffice.    Dante,  in  his  fixth  Canto,  del  Purg. 

Jthi^  ferva  Italia,  di  delore  ofieUoy 
Navefenza  roeebiero  in  grax  tempefia^ 
Ntn  dmna  d&prnvinciey  ma  bordeUa 

^  Ah,  flavifhrltaly,  the  inn  of  dolour,  a  (hip  without  a  pilot  in  a  horrid  teib- 
^  peft,  not  the  mifhefs  of  provinces,  but  a  brothel. 

Ariofto,  Canto  17. 

0  ^ogm  ^ndt  fetida  fen&M 
2>0ran  Italia  im$riac> 
**  O  mebriated  Italy,  thou  ileepeft  the  fink  of  every  filthy  vice/* 

And  Petrarch ;  « 

DeP  empia  BalXkma,  on/  e  figpta 
Ogm  vergognay  omt  ogni  bene  efuoriy 
Albergo  di  dolor,  madre  dt  errori 
SoHfuggit*  io  per  alluMgar  la  vita, 

**  From  the  impious  Babylon  (the  papal  co^rtj  from  whence  all  ihame  and 
**  all  good  are  fled,  the  inn  of  dolour,  the  mother  of  errors,  have  I  haftcned 
«•  away  to  prolong  my  life." 

A  much-admired  fonnet  from  the  fame  author  flail  dofe  thefe  dtations: 

SONNBTTO. 
Lagola,  eUfoMtn,  e  Fotiofo  piume 
Hamut  delmuido  ogm  virtifbandifa  ; 
OmI  e  dal  corfo  fuo  quafifmarrita 
-'  opra  natura  vitita  dal  toflume  : 
Edejifpento  ogni  tenigao  lime 
Del  cielf  per  ati  /infrrma  Inimana  vHm 
Cbe  per  eofa  mirabile  s*addita 
Ca  vitol/ar  ttHelieena  nafcerjiume 
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Ah,  Europe^s  fons,  yc  brother-powers,  m  you 
The  fiibles  old  of  Cadmus  now  are  ^  true : 

Fierce 


tfiui  vkgbexza  £  lattr»^  ^uUdimtriaf 

Pavera  e  mda  vat  FUifafa^ 

Due  la  Smria  idmlffiadagiu  ini^,  ^ 

PoelHctmpaffu  bavraiper  falta  viai 

TmU  tifrego  fnu ;  getOUe  Jpnio^ 

Nwi  iajfar  la  magtuuiima  tita  im^e/a* 

Thoa|^  this  elegant  little  poem  is  general,  yet  as  the  author  and  the 
friend  to  whom  he  addrefles  it,  were  Italians,  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that 
he  had  a  particular  regard  to  the  ftate  of  their  own  country.  His  friend,  it 
isitxppoied,  was  engaged  on  ibme  great  literary  work,  but  was  difcouraged 
by  the  view  of  the  diflipation  and  profligacy  of  his  age.  I  have  thus  at- 
tempted it  in  Engliih : 

SONNET. 

Ah !  how,  my  friend,  has  foul-gorged  luzurie, 
And  bloated  flumberson  the  flothAil  down. 
From  the  dull  world  all  manly  virtue  thrown, 
And  (laved  the  age  to  cuftom*s  tyrannic ! 

The  blefled  lighu  To  loft  in  darknefs  be, 
Thoie  lights  by  heaven  to  guide  our  minds  beftown^  ^ 
Mad  were  he  deem*d  who  brought  from  HeUoon 
The  hallowed  water  or  the  laurel  tree. 

Philofophy,  ah !  thou  art  cold  and  poor, 

Exclaim  the  crowd,  on  fordid  gain  intent ; 

Few  will  attend  thee  on  thy  lofty  road : 

Yet  I,  my  friend,  would  fire  thy  zeal  the  more ; 

Ah,  gentle  fpirit,  labour  on  unfpent. 

Crown  thy  fair  toils,  and  win  the  fmile  of  God. 

*  tie  faiies  old  of  Cadmus  Cadmus  having  flain  the  dragon  which 
guarded  the  fountain  of  Dirce  in  Bccotia,  fowed  the  teeth  of  the  monfter. 
A  number  of  armed  men  immediately  fpriing  up,  and  furrounded  Cadmus, 
in  order  to  kill  him.  By  the  counfel  of  Minerva,  he  threw  a  precious  ftone 
among  them,  in  ftriving  for  which  they  flew  one  another.  Only  five  fur- 
vived,  who  afterwards  aflifted  him  to  build  the  city  pf  Thebes.  Vid.  Ovid. 
Met.  IV. 

The 
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Fierce  rofe  the  brothers  from  the  dragon  teeth, 
And  each  fell  crimfon'd  with  a  brother's  death. 
So  fall  the  braveft  of  the  Chriftian  g  name. 
While  dogs  unclean  Meffiah's  lore  blafpheme. 
And  howl  their  curies  o'er  the  holy  tomb. 
While  to  the  fword  the  Chriftian  race  they  doom. 
From  age  to  age,  from  fhore  to  diftant  fhore. 
By  various  princes  led,  their  legions  pour ; 
United  all  in  one  determined  aim, 
From  every  land  to  blot  the  Chriftian  name. 
Then  wake,  ye  brother-powers,  combined  awake. 
And  from  the  foe  the  great  example  take. 
If  empire  tempt  ye,  lo,  the  eaft  expands. 
Fair  and  immenfe,  her  fummer-garden  lands  : 
There  boaftful  wealth  difplays  her  radiant  ftore } 
Paftol  and  Hermus'  ftreams  o*er  golden  ore 

RoU 


The  foundation  of  this  fable  appears  to  be  thus :  Cadmus  having  flain  a 
famous  freebooter,  who  infefted  Bocotia,  a  number  of  his  banditti,  not  im- 
properly called  his  teeth,  attempted  to  revenge  his  death,  but  quarrelling 
about  the  prefcnts  which  Cadmus  fent  them  to  diClribute  among  themfelves, 
they  fell  by  the  fwords  of  each  other. 

Terrigena  peremtt  per  mniua  vulnera/ratrei, 

t  So  faU  the  hrawfi  9/  the  Cbrifiiam  ummtf  Vfbilc  dcgi  uadtan'  ■'  '  ■  ■  Imitated 
from  this  fine  paflage  in  Lucan  : 

^isfurory  0  civet  I  pta  tatita  licentia  ferri^ 
Gentibus  imrj/u  Latium  prmbere  eruorem  ? 
Cumqiu  fuferba  foret  BsibyloD  fpo/fanda  irofitau 
Aufimij,  ttmBraque  erraret  Craflus  intdta^ 
Bella  geri  placuit  nullos  babitura  triumpbu  ^ 
HeUy  quantum  peiuH  terra  pelagique  parari 
Hoc  J  quern  ctvUet  bauferunt,  fanguime,  dextrm  f 
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RoU  their  long  way ;  but  not  for  you  they  flow  $ 
Their  treafures  blaze  on  the  ftern  Soldan^s  brow : 
For  him  Aflyria  plies  the  loom  of  gold, 
And  Afric^s  fons  their  deepeft  mines  unfold 
To  build  his  haughty  throne.     Te  weftern  powers. 
To  throw  the  mimic  bolt  of  Jove  is  yours, 
Yours  all  the  art  to  wield  the  arms  of  fire ; 
Then  bid  the  thunders  of  the  dreadful  tire 
Againft  the  walls  of  proud  Byzantium  roar. 
Till  headlong  driven  from  Europe's  ravifh'd  fhore 
To  their  cold  Scythian  wilds,  and  dreary  dens, 
By  Cafpian  mountains,  and  uncultured  fens, 
Their  father's  feats  beyond  the  Wolgian  ^  lake. 
The  barbarous  race  of  Saracen  betake. 
And  hark,  to  you  the  woeful  Greek  exclaims, 
The  Georgian  fathers  and  th'  Armenian  dames. 
Their  faireft  offspring  from  their  bofoms  torn, 
A  dreadful  tribute !  loud  imploring  *  mourn. 
Alas,  in  vain  !  their  offspring  captive  led, 
•In  Hagar's  fon's  unhallowed  temples  bred. 

To 


^  '-^^Beyofid  th«  Wolgian  /die— The  Caipian  Tea,  ip  called  from  the  lar^e 
river  Volga  or  Wolgsi,  which  empties  itielf  into  it. 

*  Tbeir  fairefi  offspring  from  tbeir  bofoms  ton,  a  drtadfid  trihute  /  By  this 
barbarous  policy  the  tyranny  of  the  Ottomans  has  been  long  fuftained.  The 
troops  of  thcTurkiih  infantry  and  cavalry,  known  by  the  naine  of  janiza- 
ries and  fpahis,  ate  thus  fupportcd,  and  the  fcribes  in  office  called  mufti,  fays 
Sandys,  •*  are  the  fons  of  chriftians  (and  thofc  the  moft  completely  fur- 
"  nifhed  by  nature)  taken  in  their  childhood  from  their  miferable  parents, 
'*  by  a  levy  made  every  five  years,  or  oftner  or  feldomer,  as  occafion  re- 
«  ^uircth/* 
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To  rapine  train'd^  arife  a  brutal  hoft^ 

The  Chriftian  terror,  and  the  Turkifh  boaft. 

Tet  fleep,  ye  powers  of  Europe,  carelefs  fleep. 
To  you  in  vain  your  eaftem  brethren  weep ; 
Yet  not  in  vain  their  woe-wrung  tears  fliall  fue  ; 
Though  fmall  the  Luflan  realms,  her  legions  few^ 
The  guardian  oft  by  heaven  ordain'd  before. 
The  Lufian  race  fhall  guard  Meffiah's  lore. 
When  heaven  decreed  to  crufh  the  Moorifh  foe, 
Heaven  gave  the  Lufian  fpear  to  ftrike  the  blow. 
When  heaven's  own  laws  o*er  Afric's  (hores  were  heard. 
The  facred  ihrines  the  Lufian  heroes  ^  reared. 
Nor  fhall  their  zeal  in  Afia's  bounds  expire, 
Afia  fubdued  (hall  fiime  with  hallowed  fire : 
When  the  red  fun  the  Lufian  fhore  forfakes. 
And  on  the  lap  of  deepeft  weft  ^  awakes. 
O'er  the  wild  plains,  beneath  unincenfed  ikies 
The  fun  fliall  view  the  Lufian  altars  rife. 
And  could  new  worlds  by  human  ftep  be  trod, 
Thofe  worlds  fliould  tremble  at  the  Lufian  «  nod. 

And 

*  0*<r  Afris'ifiort* 

Tbefiuredjhritui  the  Lufuzn  benes  rearJ.^^Set  the  note,  BQOK  ^« 
p.  III. 

'  0/  ieepef  wj/K— Alludes  to  the  diicovcry  and  conqucft  of  the 

Bfuils  by  the  Portuguere. 

"  ■      ■    ■  -^Z  tb*  Lufian  ii»d  If  our  fonner  defences  of  the  exuberant 

dedamations  of  Camoens,  are  allowed  by  the  critic,  we  doubt  not  but  the 
digrcfHon,  now  concluded,  will  appear  with  peculiar  propriety.  The  poet 
having  brought  his  heroes  to  the  ihore  of  India,  indulges  himfctf  with  a  r^ 

view 


BOOKvii.  THE    LUSIAD.  201 

And  now  their  enfigns  blazing  o'er  the  tide 
On  India's  fhore  the  Lufian  heroes  ride. 

High 

Tiew  of  the  ftate  of  the  weftera  and  eadern  worlds;  the  latter  of  which  is 
now,  by  the  labour  of  his  heroes,  rendered  accefliblc  to  the  former.  The 
purpofe  of  his  poem  is  aUb  ftridUy  kept  in  view.  The  weft  and  the  eaft,  he 
confiders  as  two  great  empires,  the  one  of  the  true  religion,  the  other  of  a 
falfe.  The  profeflbrs  of  the  true,  difunited  and  deftroying  each  other ;  the 
profeflbrs  of  the  faife  religion,  all  combined  to  extirpate  the  adherents  of 
the  other.  He  upbraids  the  profeflbrs  of  the  true  religion  for  their  vices, 
particularly  for  their  difimion,  and  for  deferting  the  interefts  of  holy  faith. 
His  countrymen,  however,  he  boafts,  have  been  its  defenders  and  planters, 
and,  without  the  affiftance  of  their  brother-powers,  will  plant  it  in  Afia. 
This,  as  it  is  the  purpofe  of  his  hero,  is  directly  to  the  fubje^t  of  the  poem, 
and  the  honour,  which  heaven,  he  fays,  vouchfafed  to  his  countrymen,  in 
crhuiing  them  to  defend  and  propagate  its  laws,  is  mentioned  in  the  genuine 
Tpirit  of  that  religious  enthufiafm,  which  breathes  through  the  two  great 
epic  poems  of  Greece  and  Rome,  and  which  gives  an  air  of  the  moil  folemn 
importance  to  the  Gierufaierame  of  Tafib. 

Yet  whatever  liberties  a  poet  may  be  allowed  to  take  when  he  treats  of 
the  fabulous  ages,  any  abfurdity  of  opinion,  where  authentic  hiilory,  and 
the  ftatc  of  modern  nations  aflbrd  the  topic,  muft  to  the  intelligent  reader 
appear  ridiculous,  and  therefore  a  blemifli  in  a  folemn  poem.  There  are 
many,  the  tranflatoris  aware,  to  whom  a  ferious  and  warm  exhortation  to 
a  general  crufade,  will  appear  as  yn  abfurdity,  and  a  blemiih  of  this  kind. 
•'  The  crufaders,"  according  to  what  M-  Voltaire  calls  their  true  character, 
**  it*  brigands  Uguh  pour  venire  &c.  were  a  band  of  vagabond  thieves,  who 
**  had  agreed  to  ramble  from  the  heart  of  Europe,  in  order  to  defolate  a 
«  country  they  had  no  right  to,  and  maflacre,  in  cold  blood,  a  venerable 
**  prince  more  than  fouricore  years  old,  and  his  whole  people,  againft  whom 
<*  they  had  no  pretence  of  complaint.*' 

Yet  however  confidently,  Voltaire  and  others  may  pleafe  to' talk,  it  will 
be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove  that  the  cnifades  wete  neither  fo  unjuftifiable, 
ib  impolitical,  nor  fo  unhappy  in  their  confequences,  as  the  Superficial  rea- 
ders of  hiftory  are  habituated  to  efteem  them. 

Were  the  aborigines  of  all  America  to  form  one  general  confederacy  again  (I 
the  defcendants  of  thofe  Europeans,  who  maflacred  upwards  of  forty  mil- 
lions of  Mexicans,  and  other  American  natives,  and  were  thefe  confederates 
totally  to  difpoflefs  the  pr^fent  poHenbrs  of  an  empire  fo  onju(Uy  acquired, 
00  man,  it  is  prefumed,  would  pronounce  that  their  combination  and  hofti- 

lities. 
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High  to  the  fleecy  clouds  refplendant  far 

Appear  the  regal  towers  of  Malabar, 

Imperial 

lities,  were  againft  the  Uw  of  nature  or  nations.  Yet,  whatever  Voltaire 
may  pleafe  to  aflert,  this  fuppofition  is  by  no  means  unapplicable  to  the 
confederacy  of  the  crois.  A  party  of  wandering  Arabs  arc  joined  by  the 
Turks  or  Turcomans,  who  inhabited  the  frozen  wilds  of  mount  Caucafus, 
and  whoie  name  fignifies  wanderers ;  thefe,  incorporated  with  other  ban- 
ditti, from  the  deferts  of  Sc^thia,  now  called  Tartary,  over-run  the  regions 
of  Syria,  to  which  they  had  no  title,  whofe  inliabitants  had  given  them  no 
offence.  They  profefs  that  they  are  commilfioned  by  heaven  to  edablifli 
the  religion  of  Mohammed  by  violence  and  the  fword.  In  a  few  ages  they 
fubduc  the  6neft  countries  around  the  Euphrates,  and  the  chriftian  inhabi- 
tants, the  rightful  pofTeflbrs,  are  treated  with  the  mod  brutal  policy  and 
all  its  attendant  cruelties.  Bound  by  their  creed  to  make  war  on  the  chriA 
tians,  their  ambition  neglects  no  opportunity  to  extend  their  couquefts  ; 
and  already  pofleHed  of  immcnfe  territory,  their  acknowledged  purpofe  and 
their  power  threaten  deflruftion  to  the  chriftian  empire  of  the  Greeks. 

Having  conquered  and  profelyted  Africa,  from  the  Nile  to  the  ftraits  of 
Gibraltar,  the  princes  of  that  country,  their  tributaries  and  allies,  combin- 
ing in  the  great  defign  to  extirpate  chriftianity,  turn  their  arms  again  ft  Eu- 
rope, and  are  fuccefsful :  they  eftablilh  kingdoms  in  Spain  and  Portugal ; 
and  France,  Italy,  and  the  weftern  iftands  of  the  Mediterranean,  fuffer  by 
their  excurfions ;  while  Hungary,  Bohemia,  Poland,  and  Italy  itfelf,  from 
its  vicinage  to  Dalmatia,  are  immediately  concerned  in  the  impending  fate 
of  the  Grecian  empire.  While  fuch  dangers  threatened,  it  is  impoflible  the 
princes  of  Europe  could  have  been  unconcerned.  Nor  were  prefent  injuries 
wanting  to  ftimulate  them  to  arms.  Cofmas,  a  writer  of  the  fixth  century, 
mentions  the  confiderable  trade  which  the  Franks  canied  on  with  Syria 
through  the  Levant.  He  himfelf  travelled  to  India,  and  he  informs  u^ 
that  in  his  time,  Juftinian  Tent  two  monks  to  China.  In  the  ninth  century, 
fays  M.  de  Guignes,  an  aftbciation  of  French  merchants  went  twice  a  year 
to  Alexandria,  from  whence  they  brought  to  Europe  the  commodities  of 
India  and  Arabia.  Kalif  Haroun  made  a  formal  ceflion  of  the  holy  fcpul- 
chre  to  Charlemagne,  and  allowed  the  Franks  to  build  houfes  of  hofpitality 
for  the  reception  of  pilgrims,  in  various  places  of  Syria.  Nof  was  devotion 
the  only  motive  of  pilgrimage.  The  emoluments  of  commerce  were  al{b 
attended  to,  and  the  houfes  of  hofpitality  pofleflcd  by  the  Franks,  Italians, 
and  Venetians  in  the  eaft,  were  of  the  nature  of  factories.  But  thcfe  were 
feized  and  plundered  by  the  Saracens,  and  the  eaftem  commerce  which 
flowed  to  Europe  through  the  Levant,  was  almoft  totally  interrupted.    To 

theft 
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Imperial  Calicut,  the  lordly  ieat 

Of  the  firft  mimarch  of  the  Indian  ftate. 

Right 

thefe  oonfidentioBs  let  it  aUo  be  added,  that  icTeral  eaftern  chriftians  fled 
to  Europe,  and  heg^g  as  pilgrims  from  country' to  country,  implored  the 
affiftance  of  the  chriftian  poWers  to  difpofleft  the  cruel  and  onjufl  ufurpers 
of  their  lands.  At  this  period  the  cnifadcs  commence.  To  fuppofe  that 
the  princes  of  Europe  were  fo  infcnfible  to  the  danger  which  threatened 
them,  as  fome  modem  writers  who  have  touched  upon  that  fubje^t,  appear 
to  be,  is  to  afcribe  a  degree  of  ftupidity  to  them,  by  no  means  applicable  to 
their  military  charaAer.  Though  fuperftition  inflamed  the  multitude,  we 
may  be  aflured  howerer,  that  feyeral  princes  found  it  their  political  interefl 
to  fan  the  flames  of  that  fuperflition ;  and  accordingly,  we  find  that  the 
princes  of  Spain  and  Portugal  greatly  availed  themftlves  of  it.  The  im- 
xnenfe  refourccs  which  the  Turks  received  from  Egypt  and  the  neighbour- 
ing countries,  which  had  not  been  attempted  by  Godfrey  and  the  flrfl  cm- 
iaders,  determined  their  fuccefTors  to  alter  the  plan  of  their  operations. 
They  began  their  hodilities  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  proceeded  through 
Barbary  to  Egypt.  By  this  new  route  of  the  erodes,  the  Spaniards  and 
Portnguefc  were  •  enabled,  not  only  to  drive  the  Moors  from  Europe,  but 
to  give  a  fatal  blow  to  their  power  in  Africa.  Nor  was  the  fafety  of  the 
Greek  empire  lefs  neceflary  to  Italy  and  the  eaAern  kingdoms  of  Europe. 
Injuries,  however,  offered  by  the  crufaders,  who  even  feized  the  throne  of 
Conftantinople,  upon  which  they  placed  an  earl  of  Flanders,  excited  the  re- 
lentment  of  the  Greeks ;  and  their  averiion  f  to  the  papal  iupremacy  ren- 
dered them  (6  jealous  of  the  crufaders,  that  the  fuccefTors  of  Godfrey,  for 
livant  of  auxiliary  fupport,  after  about  ninety  years  pofTefTion,  were  totally 
driven  from  their  new-ere£ted  kingdom  in  the  Holy  Land.  By  the  fall  of 
the  Greek  empire,  an  event  which  followed,  and  which  had  been  long  fore* 
feen,  the  Venetians,  the  Auflrians,  the  Poles,  and  the  RufOans,  became 
the  natural  enemies  of  the  Turks;  and  many  defperate  wars,  attended 
with  various  fuccefs,  have  been  continued  to  the  prefent  time.  Not  much 
above  fifty  years  ago,  their  formidable  efforts  to  pofTefs  themfelves  of  the 
Venetian  dominions  alarmed  all  the  chriftian  powers ;  and  had  it  not  been 
for  the  repealed  defeats  they  received  from  prince  Eugene,  a  great  part  of 

the 

•  Lifbon  itfelf  was  Ukcn  from  the  Moors  by  the  alTifhincc  of  an  Engliih 
Heet  of  crufaders. 

t  A  patriarch  of  Conftantinople  declared  publicly  to  the  pope's  legate, 
«  That  he  would  much  rather  behold  the  turban  than  the  triple  crown  upon 
«•  the  great  altar  of  Couftantinople." 
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Right  to  the  port  the  valiant  Gama  bends. 

With  joyful  fhouts  a  fleet  of  boats  attends ; 

Joyful 

the  AuftriaD  territories  muft  have  yielded  to  their  yoke.  However  over- 
looked, it  requires  but  little  political  philoibphy  to  perceive  the  fecurity 
which  would  refult  to  Europe,  were  there  a  powerful  and  warlike  kingdom 
on  the  weftem  fide  of  theTurkilh  empire.  The  weftem  conquefts  of  that 
fierce  warrior  Bajazet  I.  were  interrupted  by  Tamerlane,  and  by  the  enemy 
they  found  in  Koull  Khan,  the  enraged  porte  was  prevented  from  reven^^g 
the  triumphs  of  Eugene.  A  few  years  ago,  we  beheld  them  trample  on  the 
law  of  nations,  fend  an  ambaflador  to  prifon,  and  command  the  Ruffian  em<- 
prefsto  defert  her  allies.  And  however  the  forefight  of  the  narrow  politi- 
cian may  dread  the  rifing  power  of  the  Rufs,  it  is  to  be  wifhed  that  the 
arms  of  Mu(covy  may  fix  fiich  barriers  to  the  Turkifh  empire  as  will  for 
ever  prevent  their  long  meditated  and  often  attempted  defign,  to  poflels 
themfi^lves  of  the  Venetian  dominbns,  or  to  extend  their  conquefts  on  the 
weft,  conquells  which  would  render  them  the  moft  dangerous  power  to  the 
peace  of  Europe. 

In  a  word,  the  crufiides,  a  combination  which  tended  to  fiipport  the  Greek 
empire,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  eadern  part  of  Europe,  and  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  the  fouthem,  whatever  the  fuperftition  of  its  promoters  and 
condu£^ors  might  have  been,  can  by  no  means  deferve  to  be  called  a  moll 
fingular  monument  of  human  folly*  And  however  the  inutility  and  abfur- 
dity  of  their  profefled  aim,  to  refcue  the  tomb  of  Chrift,  may  excite  the  ri- 
dicule of  the  modem  philofopher,  it  was  a  motive  admirably  adapted  to  the 
fuperftition  of  the  monkifh  ages ;  and  where  it  is  neceflary  that  an  enemy 
ihould  be  retrained,  an  able  politician  will  avdl  bimfelf  of  the  moft  power- 
ful of  all  incitements  to  hoflility,  the  fuperftitious  or  religious  fervour  of  his 
army.  And  by  thus  refiing  the  war  on  a  religious  motive,  the  Engliih,  who 
were  mod  remote  from  Mohammedan  depredation,  were  induced  to  join 
the  confederacy,  to  which,  at  various  times,  they  gave  the  mod  important 
ainflance. 

It  is  with  peculiar  propriety  therefore,  that  Camoens  upbtaids  his  age  for 
negligently  permitting  the  aggrandizement  of  the  Mohammedan  power. 
Nor  is  the  boad  that  his  countrymen  will  themfelves  effect  this  great  pur- 
pofe,  unfounded  m  truth.  As  already  obferved  in  the  introdu£tion,  the 
voyage  of  Gama  faved  the  liberties  of  mankind.  The  fiiperiority  of  the 
Afiatic  Teas  in  the  hands  of  Europeans,  the  confequence  of  that  voyage,  is 
the  moft  effc^al  and  moft  important  completion  of  the  crufades. 

It  will  be  found,  therefore,  that  Camoens  talks  of  the  political  reafons  of 
a  crufade,  with  an  accuracy  in  the  philofophy  of  hidory,  as  fuperior  to  that 

of 
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Joyful  their  nets  they  leave,  and  finny  prey, 

And  crowding  round  the  Lufians,  point  the  way. 

A  herald  now,  by  Vasco*s  high  command 

Sent  to  the  monarch,  treads  the  Indian  ftrand } 

The  facred  ftaflF  he  bears,  in  gold  he  ihines. 

And  tells  his  office  by  majeftic  figns. 

As  to  and  fix>,  recumbent  to  the  gale. 

The 


of  Voltaire,  as  the  poetical  merit  of  the  Lufiad,  furpafles  that  of  the  Hen- 
riade.  And  the  critic  in  poetry  muft  allow,  that,  to  iuppofc  the  difcovery 
of  Gama,  the  completion  of  all  the  former  endeavours  to  overthrow  the  great 
enemies  of  the  true  religion,  gives  a  dignity  to  the  poem,  and  an  importance 
to  the  hero,  iimilar  to  that  which  Voltaire,  on  the  fame  fuppofition,  allows 
to  the  fubjea  of  the  Jerufalem  of  Taflb. 

Having  entered  {o  far  into  the  hiftory  of  the  cnifades,  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper to  take  a  view  of  the  happy  confequences  which  /lowed  from  them. 
«  To  thefe  wild  expeditions,"  fays  Robertibn, "  the  effect  of  fuperftition  or 
**iblly,  we  owe  the  firft  gleams  of  light  which  tended  to  difpel  barbarity  and 
**  ignorance,  and  introduce  any  change  in  government  or  manners."  Con- 
ftantinople,  at  that  time  the  feat  of  elegance,  of  arts  and  commerce,  was 
the  principal  rendezvous  of  the  European  armies.  The  Greek  writers  of 
that  age,  fpeak  of  the  Latins  as  the  moft  ignorant  barbarians;  the  Latins, 
on  the  other  hand,  talk  with  aftonifliment  of  the  grandeur,  elegance,  and 
commerce  of  Confhmtinople.  The  mod  ftupid  barbarians,  when  they  have 
the  opportunity  of  comparifon,  are  fenfible  of  the  fuperiority  of  civilized 
nations,  and,  by  an  acquaintance  with  them,  begin  to  refcmbk  their  man- 
ners, and  emulate  their  advantages.  The  fleets  which  attended  the  crofies 
introduced  commerce  and  the  freedom  of  commercial  cities  into  their  mo- 
ther countries.  This,  as  Robertfon  obferves,  proved  deftru^ve  to  the 
feudal  fyftem,  which  had  now  degenerated  into  the  mod  gloomy  oppreflion, 
and  introduced  the  plans  of  regular  government.  **  This  acquifition  of  li- 
"  berty,"  fays  the  fame  mod  ingenious  hiflorian,  •*  made  fuch  a  happy 
"  change  in  the  condition  of  all  the  members  of  communities,  as  roufed 
^  them  from  that  ftupidity  and  ina^ion  into  which  they  had  been  funk  by 
"  the  wrctchednefs  of  their  former  ftate.  The  fpirit  of  induftry  revived, 
"  commerce  became  an  object  of  attention,  and  began  to  flouriffa.  Popu- 
*'  lation  increafed.  Independence  was  eftablifhed,  and  wealth  flowed  into 
'*  dties  which  had  long  been  the  feat  of  poverty  and  opprelfion.*' 
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The  harveft  waves  along  the  yellow  dale. 

So  round  the  herald  prefs  the  wondering  dunon^ 

Recumbent  waTuig  as  they  pour  along  i 

And  much  his  manly  port  and  ftrange  attire. 

And  much  his  fair  and  ruddy  hue  admire: 

When  fpeeding  through  the  crowd  with  eager  hafte. 

And  honeft  fmiles,  a  fbn  of  Afric  preft : 

Enrapt  with  joy  the  wondering  herald  hears 

Caftilia's  manly  tongue  falute  his  ■  ears. 

What  friendly  angel  from  thy  Tago's  ihore 

Has  led  thee  thither  ?  cries  the  joyful  Moor. 

Then  hand  in  hand,  the  pledge  of  faith,  conjoined, 

O  joy  beyond  the  dream  of  hope  to  find. 

To  hear  a  kindred  voice,  the  Lufian  cried. 

Beyond  unmeafured  gulphs  and  Teas  untry*d  i 

Untry'd  before  our  daring  keels  explored 

Our  fearlefs  way — Oh  heaven,  what  tempefts  roared. 

While  round  the  vail  of  Afric's  fouthmoft  land 

Our  eaftward  bowfprits  fought  the  Indian  ftrand  ! 

Amazed,  o'crpower'd,  the  friendly  ftranger  ftood ; 

A  path  now  opened  through  the  boundlefs  flood ! 


The 


•  the  herald  hears 


Ca/fUia*e  manly  tongue  falute  hie  emre^ 

This  is  according  to  the  truth  of  hidory.  While  the  medenger,  Tent 
afliore  by  Gama,  was  borne  here  and  there,  and  carried  oflf  his  feet  by  the 
throng,  who  underftood  not  a  word  of  his  language,  he  was  accofted  in  Spa- 
niih  by  a  Moorilb  merchant,  a  native  of  Tunis,  who,  according  to  Oforius^ 
had  been  the  chief  peribn  with  whom  king  John  II.  had  formerly  contra£t- 
cd  for  military  ftores.  He  proved  himfclf  an  honed  agent,  and  of  infinite 
ferrice  to  Gama,  with  whom  he  returned  to  Portugal,  where,  according  to 
Faria,  he  died  in  the  chriTtian  communion.    He  was  named  Monzaida. 
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The  hope  of  ages,  and  the  dread  defpair, 
Accomplifh'd  now,  and  conquer'd — ftiff  his  hair 
Rofe  thrilling,  while  his  labouring  thoughts  purfued 
The  dreadful  courfe  by  Gama's  fate  fubdued. 
Homeward,  with  generous  warmth  o'erflow'd,  he  leads 
The  Luiian  gueft,  and  fwift  the  feaft  fucceeds : 
The  purple  grape  and  golden  fruitage  fmile ; 
And  each  choice  viand  of  the  Indian  foil 
Heapt  o*er  the  board,  the  matter's  zeal  declare ; 
The  focial  feaft  the  gueft  and  matter  (hare ; 
The  facred  pledge  of  caftern  faith  °  approved. 
By  wrath  unalter'd,  and  by  wrong  unmoved. 
Now  to  the  fleet  the  joyful  herald  bends. 
With  eamett  pace  the  heaven-fent  friend  attends : 
Now  down  the  river's  fweepy  ftrcam  they  glide, 
And  now  their  pinnace  cuts  the  briny  tide : 
The  Moor,  with  tranfport  fparkling  in  his  eyes. 
The  well-known  make  of  Gama's  navy  fpies. 

The 


•  TBe  facred  fledge  of  eafiem  faiib  To  cat  together  was  in  the  caft 
iooked  upon  as  the  inviolable  pledge  of  prote£tbn.  As  a  Perfian  nobleman 
was  one  day  walking  in  his  garden,  a  wretch  in  the  utmoil  terror,  proflrated 
himfelf  before  him,  and  implored  to  be  protected  from  the  rage  of  a  multi- 
tude who  were  in  purfuit  of  him,  to  take  his  life.  The  nobleman  took  a 
peach,  eat  part  of  it,  and  gave  the  reft  to  the  furtive,  afliiring  him  of  fafety. 
As  they  approached  the  hou(e,  they  met  a  crowd,  who  carried  the  murdered 
corfe  of  the  nobleman^s  beloved  fou.  The  incenfed  populace  demanded 
the  murderer,  who  ftood  beHde  him,  to  be  delivered  to  their  fury.  The  fa- 
ther, though  overwhelmed  with  grief  and  anger,  replied,  "  We  have  eaten 
«*  together,  and  I  will  not  betray  him."  He  protcftcd  the  murderer  of  his 
fon  from  the  fury  of  his  domeilics  and  neighbours,  and  in  the  night  faciti- 
Uted  his  efcape. 
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The  bending  bowfprit,  and  the  maft  fo  tall. 

The  fides  black  frowning  as  a  caftle  wall. 

The  high-tower*d  ftern,  the  lordly  nodding  prore. 

And  the  broad  ftandard  llowly  waving  o'er 

The  anchor's  moony  fangs.     The  fkiff  he  leaves. 

Brave  Gama's  deck  his  bounding  ftep  receives ; 

And,  hail,  he  cries :  in  tranfport  Gam  a  fprung, 

And  round  his  neck  with  friendly  welcome  hung  ; 

Enrapt  fo  diftant  o'er  the  dreadful  main 

To  hear  the  mufic  of  the  tongue  of  Spain. 

And  now  beneath  a  painted  fhade  of  ftate 

Befide  the  admiral  the  fhranger  fate : 

Of  India's  clime,  the  natives,  and  the  lawsj 

What  monarch  fways  them,  what  religion  awes  ? 

Why  from  the  tombs  devoted  to  his  fires 

The  fon  fo  £ir  ?  the  valiant  chief  enquires. 

In  ad  to  fpeak  the  flranger  waves  his  hand. 

The  joyful  crew  in  filent  wonder  fland, 

Each  gently  prefling  on  with  greedy  ear, 

As  erfl  the  bending  forefts  floopt  to  hear 

In  Rhodope  %  when  Orpheus'  heavenly  flrain. 

Deplored  his  loft  Eurydice  in  vain  i 

WhUc 


r  Jf$  Rbodope  The  well-known  fable  of  the  deicent  of  Orpheus  to  hell, 
smd  the  fecond  lofs  of  his  wife,  is  thu^  explained :  Aedoneus,  king  of  Thef- 
protla,  whofe  cruelty  procured  him  the  name  of  Pluto»  tyrant  of  hell,  hav- 
ing feized  Eurydice,  as  Ihe  fled  from  his  friend  Ariftaeus,  detained  her  as  a 
captive.  Orpheus  having  charmed  the  tyrant  with  his  muHc,  his  wife  was 
reftored,  on  condition  that  he  (hould  not  look  upon  her,  till  he  had  con- 
ducted her  out  of  Thefprotia.  Orpheus,  on  his  journey,  forfeited  the  con- 
dition, and  irrecoverably  loft  his  fpoufe. 
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While  with  a  mien  that  generous  friendfliip  won 
From  every  hearty  the  ftranger  thus  begun  r 

Your  glorious  deeds^  ye  Lufians^  well  I  know^ 
To  neighbouring  earth  the  vital  air  I  owe ; 
Yet  though  my  faith  the  Koran's  lore  revere ; 
So  taught  my  fires  i  my  birth  at  proud  Tangier, 
An  hoftile  clime  to  Liiboa's  awful  name, 
I  glow  enraptured  o'er  the  Lufian  fame ; 
Proud  though  your  nation's  warlike  glories  fhine, 
Thefe  proudeft  honours  yield,  O  chief,  to  thine  i 
Beneath  thy  dread  atchlevements  low  they  fall. 
And  India's  fhore,  difcovered,  crowns  them  all* 
Won  by  your  hmt,  by  fond  aflfeftion  fway*d, 
A  friend  I  come,  and  offer  friendfhip's  aid« 
As  on  my  lips  CaftiUa's  language  glows, 
So  from  my  tongue  the  fpeech-of  India  flows  t 
Mozaide  my  name,  in  India's  court  beloved. 
For  honeft  deeds,  but  time  fhall  fpeak,  approved^ 
When  India's  monarch  greets  bis  court  again,         ^ 
For  now  the  battquet  on  the  tented  q  plain 
And  fylvan  chace  his  carelefs  hours  employ ; 
When  India's  mighty  lord,  with  wondering  joy, 

VOL.  II.  P  Shall 


*  For  fww  the  banquet  m  the  tented  ^in^ 
Andfyloan  chace  bit  cardejt  hours  employe* 

The  Great  Mogul  and  other  eaftern  fovereigns,  attended  with  their  cour- 
tiers, fpend  annually  fome  months  of  the  fineil  i'eaibn  in  encampments  in 
the  field,  in  hunting  parties,  and  military  amufemcnts. 


lie  THE    Lt7SIAX>.  vooi  thw 

l^hall  hail  jrou  welcome  on  his  fpacious  ihore 
iTirough  oceans  never  ploughed  by  ked  before, 
Myfelf  fliall  glad  interpreter  attend. 
Mine  every  office  of  the  fkithfcd  friend. 
Ah !  but  a  ftream,  the  labour  of  the  oar. 
Divides  my  birth-phce  from  your  native  ihore  ^ 
On  fhores  unknown,  in  diftant  wc^ids,  how  Iweet 
The  kindred  tongue  the  kindred  face  to  greet  I 
Such  now  my  yoj  >  and  fuch,  O  heaven,  be  yours  I 
Tes,  bounteous  heaven  your  glad  fuccefi  iecores. 
Till  now  impervious,  heaven  atone  fubdoed 
The  various  horrors  of  the  tracklefs  flood  \ 
Heaven  fent  you  here  for  fome  great  work  dhrine^ 
And  heaven  infpires  my  breaft  your  facred  toils  to  join;. 

Vaft  are  the  fhores  of  India's  wealthful  foil ; 
Southward  iea-girt  fhe  forms  a  demi-ifle : 
His  cavcm'd  cliffs  with  dark-brow*d  ferefts  crown'd, 
Hemodian  Taurus  frowns  hfer  northern  bound: 
From  Cafpia's  lake  th'  enormous  mountain  '  fpreads. 
And  bending  eaftward  rears  a  thoufand  heads  j 
Far  to  extremeft  fea  the  ridges  thrown. 
By  various  names  through  various  tribes  are  known : 
Here  down  the  wafte  of  Taurus*  rocky  fide 
Two  infant  rivers  pour  the  cryftal  tide, 

Indus 

-  ^..^^^h*  emrmmtt  tMmmtain  Properly  ftn  immenfe  chain  of  nomtainfy 
knovm  by  Tarious  names,  Caucafns,  Taurns,  Hemodiis,  Paropamifliu,  Oroor 
tes,  Imaus,  ^rc.  and  from  Iinaus  extcaded  througjh  Tartary  to  the  iea  qT 
Kamtichatki, 
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Indus  the  one,  and  one  the  Ganges  named. 

Darkly  of  old  through  diftant  nations  famed : 

One  eaftward  curving  holds  his  crooked  way. 

One  to  the  weft  gives  his  fwoln  tide  to  ftray : 

Declining  fouthward,  many  a  land  they  lave, 

And  widely  fwelling  roll  the  fea-likc  wave, 

Till  the  twin  offspring  of  the  mountain  fire 

Both  in  the  Indian  deep  lngulph*d  expire. 

Between  thefe  ftreams,  fair  fmiling  to  the  day, 

The  Indian  lands  their  wide  domains  difplay. 

And  many  a  league,  far  to  the  fouth  they  bend. 

From  the  broad  region  where  the  rivers  end. 

Till  where  the  fhores  to  Ceylon's  ifle « oppofe. 

In  conic  form  the  Indian  regions  clofe. 

To  various  laws  the  various  tribes  incline. 

And  variotis  are  the  rites  efteemed  divine : 

P  2  Some 


•  —^40  C^W/  ^tf— — ^ne  captain  Knox,  who  pnbti(bed  zt  account  off 
Ceylon,  in  1681,  has  the  following  curious  pailage :  **  This  for  certain,  faft 
he,  I  can  affirm,  that  oftentimes  the  devil  doth  cry  with  an  audible  voice  la 
the  night :  It  is  very  fiirill,  almoft  like  the  harking  of  a  dog.  This  I  havt 
often  heard  myfeif,  but  never  heard  that  he  did  any  body  any  harm.  Only 
this  obienration  the  inhabitants  of  the  land  have  made  of  this  voice,  and  I 
have  made  it  aifo,  that  cither  juft  before,  or  very  fuddenly  after  this  voice, 
the  king  always  cuts  off  people.  To  believe  that  this  is  the  voice  of  the  devil, 
thefe  reaibns  urge;  becaoie  there  is  no  creature  known  to  the  inhabltantf 
that  cries  like  it,  and  becaofe  it  will  on  a  itidden  depart  from  one  place,  and 
make  a  noife  in  another,  quicker  than  any  fowl  can  fly,  and  becaufe  the  very 
dogs  will  tremble  when  they  hear  it ;  and  it  is  fo  counted  by  all  the  people." 
Knox,  Hift.  Ceyl.  p.  78.  We  need  not  have  recourse  to  the  devil,  however, 
for  this  quick  tnmfitioo  of  fo  :nd.  Birds  which  live  Iv  fuaion  in  marlhy 
grounds,  the  bittern  in  particular,  often  fet  up  an  hideous  fcreaming  cry  bf 
Hif^t,  uidiiiJftaDtly  aofwcrone  another  atthadiiUnoeoC  ftlrtttlsAU^ 
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Some  as  from  heaven  receive  the  Koran's  lore^ 

Some  the  dread  monfters  of  the  wild  adore  i 

Some  bend  to  wood  and  ftone  the  proftrate  head^ 

And  rear  unhallowed  altars  to  the  dead. 

67  Ganges'  banks,  as  wild  traditions  t  tell^ 

Of  old  the  tribes  lived  healthful  by  the  fmell ; 

No  food  they  knew,  fuch  fragrant  vapours  rofe 

Rich  from  the  flowery  lawns  where  Ganges  flows  : 

Here  now  the  Delhian,  and  the  fierce  PaUn 

Feed  their  fair  flocks  ^  and  here,  an  heathen  clan^ 

Stern  Decam's  fons  the  fertile  valleys  till, 

A  clan,  whofe  hope  to  fliun  eternal  ill, 

Whofe  tnift  from  every  ftain  of  guilt  to  favc. 

Is  fondly  placed  in  Ganges'  holy  wave  i 

If  to  the  ftream  the  breathlefs  corpfe  be  given 

They  deem  the  fpirit  wings  her  way  to  heaven. 

Here  by  the  mouths,  where  hallowed  Ganges  ends, 

Bengala's  beauteous  Eden  wide  extends ; 

Unrivaird  fmile  her  fair  luxurious  vales  : 

And  here  Cambaya  fpreads  her  palmy  ^  dales  ; 

A  warlike  realm,  where  ftill  the  martial  race 

From  Porus  famed  of  yore  their  lineage  trace. 

Narfinga 

«  ..gf  noUd  traditiotu  uBj^'Plmyy  ifflpofed  upon  by  fome  Greeks,  who 
pretended  to  have  been  in  India,  relates  this  fable^    Vid.  Nat.  Hilt  lib.  la. 

*  AtiJ  here  CamBaya'-^^lfovf  called  Gaxarate.  The  inhabitants  are  inge- 
nious, cultivate  letters,  and  are  (aid  to  be  particulariy  happy  in  the  agreea- 
ble romance.  According  to  ancient  tradition,  Porus  was  fovereign  of  this 
country.  His  memory  is  ftill  preferved  with  an  eclat,  worthy  of  that  va- 
lour  and  generofity  which  attraOed  the  eftcero  of  the  great  Alexander. 
Cajkra,  This  country  was  known  to  the  andeats  by  the  name  of  Ge- 
^rofia. 
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Narfinga  '  here  difplays  her  fpacious  line ; 
Her  ion's  in  native  gold  and  ruby  ihine  : 

Alas, 

*  NMfmg94  The  laws  of  Narfing^  oblige  ^  the  women  to  throw 
^  themfelTes  into  the  fmienl  pile,  to  be  burnt  with  their  deceaied  huT- 
*<  bands.  An  in&ltibie  fecret  to  prevent  the  deiire  of  widowhood.'*  G^ 
Ura  from  Mamu^  Dec  4* 

There  are  many  accounts  in  different  travelkn  of  the  performance  of 
this  moft  barbarous  ceremony.  The  two  following  are  iele^d  as  the 
Boft  pi^hircique  of  any  in  the  knowledge  of  the  tranflator. 

•■  At  this  time  (1710)  died  the  Prince  of  Marata,  aged  above  eighty 
years.  The  ceremony  of  liis  funeral,  where  his  forty-ieven  wives  were 
burned  with  his  corpie,  was  thus :  a  deep  circular  pit  was  digged  in  a  field 
without  the  town :  in  the  middle  of  the  trench  was  ere^d  a  pile  of  wood, 
on  the  top  of  which,  on  a  couch  richly  ornamented,  lay  the  body  of  the 
^eceafed  prince  in  his  fineft  robes.  After  numberlefs  rituals  performed  by 
the  Biamins,  the  pile  was  fet  on  fire,  and  immediately  the  unhappy  ladies 
appeared,  Sparkling  with  jewels  and  adorned  with  flowers.  Thefe  vidims 
of  this  diabolical  iacrifice  walked  Several  times  about  the  burning  pile,  the 
heat  whereof  was  felt  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  The  principal  lady  then, 
holding  the  dagger  of  her  late  hufband;  thus  addrefled  heiielf  to  the  prince 
his  fiicceflbr :  here,  iaid  Ihe,  is  the  dagger  which  the  king  made  ufe  of,  to 
triumph  over  his  enemies :  beware  never  to  employ  it  to  other  purpofe, 
never  to  embrue  it  with  the  blood  of  your  fubje£b.  Govern  them  a^  a  fa- 
ther, as  he  has  done,  and  you  (hall  live  long  and  happy,  as  he  did.  Since 
he  is  no  more,  nothing  can  keep  me  longer  in  the  world ;  all  that  remains 
for  me  is  to  follow  him.  With  thefe  words,  (he  refigned  the  dagger  into 
the  prince's  hands,  who  took  it  from  her  without  (hewing  the  lead  fign  of 
grief  or  compa(non.  The  princefs  now  appeared  agitated.  One  of  her  do- 
meftics,  a  cbriftian  woman,  had  frequently  talked  with  her  on  religion, 
and  though  (he  never  renounced  her  idols,  had  made  ibme  imprefHons  on 
her  mind.  Perhaps  thefe  imprelfions  now  revived.  With  a  moft  ezpreiUve 
look  (he  exclaimed,  alas !  what  is  the  end  of  human  happinefs !  I  know  I 
(hall  plunge  myfelf  headlong  into  hell.  On  thefe  words,  a  horror  was  vi(j- 
ble  on  every  countenance ;  when  xefuming  her  courage,  (he  boldly  turned 
her  face  to  the  burning  pile,  and  calling  upon  her  gods,  Hung  herfeif  into 
the  midfl  of  the  flames.  The  fecond  lady  was  the  After  of  a  prince  of  the 
blood,  who  was  preient,  and  aflifted  at  the  detc(hible  facrifice.  She  ad- 
vanced to  her  brother,  and  gave  him  the  jewels  wherewith  (he  wasadomed« 
His  paflion  gave  way,  he  burft  into  tears,  and  fell  upon  her  neck  m  the 

moft 
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Alas,  how  vain  I  thefe  gaudy  fons  of  fear 
Trembling,  bow  down  before  each  hoftile  fpear. 
And  now  behold  i*— and  while  he  fpoke  he  rofe ; 
Now  with  extended  arm  the  profpeft  fhews,— * 

Behold 


mod  tender  embracer.  She,  howeTer,  remained  uiunoTe^,  and  with  a  re>« 
iblttte  countenance,  ibmetimes  viewed  the  pile,  and  ibmetimes  the  alGil-i 
ants.  Then  loudly  exclaiming,  CAtfia,  CAtm,  the  name  of  one  of  her 
sdoU,  (he  precipitated  hcrfeU  into  the  flames,  as  the  fonner  had  done* 
The  other  ladies  foon  followed  after,  ibme  decently  compo&d,  and  fome 
with  the  mod  bewildered,  downlead,  ibrrowful  looks.  One  of  them, 
flkocked  above  the  reft,  ran  to  a  chiiftian  foldier,  whom  fhe  beheld  among 
the  guards,  and  hanging  about  his  neok,  implored  him  to  fitve  her.  The 
new  convert,  ihmned  with  furpriae,  puihed  the  unfortunate  lady  from 
him ;  and  ihrieking  aloud  Ihe  fell  into  the  fiery  trench.  The  ibldier,  all 
ibivering  with  terror,  immediately  retired,  aud  a  delirious  fever  ended  hifi 
life  .m  the  following  night.  Tboc^  many  of  the  unhappy  vi£Bms,  dtibov* 
ered  at  firft  the  utmoft  intrepidity,  yet  no  iboner  did  they  feel  the  flames, 
than  they  roared  out  in  the  moft  dreadful  manner  |  and,  wdtering  over 
«ach  other,  ftrove  to  gain  the  brim  of  the  pit;  but  in  vain  :  the  afli(bmts 
forced  them  back  with  their  poles,  and  heaped  new  fuel  opon  them.  The 
next  day  the  JBnmuu  gathered  the  bones,  and  threw  them  into  the  fea« 
The  pit  was  levelled,  a  temple  built  on  the  fpot,  and  the  deoeafed  prince 
and  his  wives  were  reckoned  among  the  deities.  To  conclude,  this  detefta^ 
ble  cruelty  has  the  appearance  of  the  free  choice  of  the  women.  But  that 
freedom  is  only  fpedous ;  it  is  almoft  impoflible  tq  avoid  it.  If  they  do, 
they  mud  lie  under  perpetual  infamy,  and  the  relations,  whoefteem  them* 
felves  highly  diigraoed,  leave  no  means  uniried  to  oblige  them  to  it.  Prin- 
ceiles,  and  concubines  of  princes,  however,  are  the  only  peribns  from 
whom  this  (pecies  of  filicide  is  expeOed.  When  women  of  inferior  rank 
fobmit  to  this  abominable  cuftom,  they  are  only  urged  to  it  by  theimpuUe 
of  a  barbarous  pride  and  vanity  of  odentetion."  Extracted  from  a  letter 
from  father  Martin,  on  the  miflion  of  Coromandel,  to  fiither  de  Villette, 
of  the  fodety  of  Jefiis,  pubiiflied  at  Paris,  in  17x9. 

Mr.  Holwell,  the  advocate  and  warm  admirer  of  the  Gentoos,  has  taken 
great  pains  to  vindicate  the  praAice  of  this  horrid  &crifice,  and  the  princi- 
ples upon  which,  he  lays,  it  is  eftabiifhed.  Thefe  we  have  given  in  the 
enquiry  at  the  end  of  this  Lufiad.    His  narrative  is  as  follows : 

«  Wc 
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Behold  thde  mountain-tops  of  various  fize 
Blend  their  dim  ridges  with  the  fleecy  ikies ; 

Nature's 


**  We  Yawe  been  prelent,  iaf s  he,  at  many  of  thcfe  iacri6ces :  in  Ibme  of 
the  ▼i^tims  we  have  obferred  a  pitiable  dread,  tremour  and  rela£fauice,  that 
fbroB^Y  ^ke  repentance  for  their  dedared  reiblution,  but  it  was  now  too 
late  to  retraA or  retreat;  Bi/htM  was  waHimg  fir  the  fpirit.  If  the  felf* 
doomed  yvBam  diibovers  want  of  courage  and  fortitude,  (he  is  with  ga^ 
Jwct  obliged  to  aicend  the  pile,  where  (he  is  held  down  with  long  poles,  held 
by  men  on  each  fide  of  the  pile,  until  the  flaunes  reach  her ;  her  icreams 
and  eties  in  the  mean  time  being  drowned  amidft  the  deafening  noife  of  loud 
muiic,  and  the  acclamations  of  the  multitude. — Others  we  haye  /een  go 
through  this  fiery  trial,  with  mod  amacing  fteady,  calm  reiblution,  and 
joyous  fortitude.  It  will  not  we  hope  be  unacceptable,  if  we  prefent  our 
readers  with  an  infbnce  of  the  latter,  which  happened  (bme  years  paft  at 
the  EaJI  India  company^s  factory  at  Cogimbuzaar^  in  the  time  of  Sir  Frandt 
Mujf^i  chiefihip ;  the  author,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  the  faAory 
ivere  prefent,  fome  of  whom  are  now  (1765)  Hving. 

^  At  five  of  the  dock  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  4,  1742-3,  died  Rhaam 
Chnnd  Pundit  of  the  MabtAraitor  tribe,  aged  twenty-eight  years ;  his  wi- 
dow, (for  he  had  but  one  wife)  aged  between  ferenteen  and  eighteen,  as 
loon  as  he  expired,  difdaining  to  wait  the  term  allowed  her  for  reflection, 
immediately  declared  to  the  Braptim  and  witneiles  prefent,  her  reiblution 
TO  bum.**— Lady  Rujfd^  (ays  Mr.  H.  all  the  merdiants,  and  the  TiCHm's 
own  lebtions,  ufed  every  endeavour  to  difluade  her,  but  in  vain.  When 
tuged  to  lire  on  account  of  her  three  infant  children,  (he  replied.  He  thai 
muuk  them  ttmtf  take  care  eftbem ;  and  when  told  fhe  would  not  be  permitted 
to  bum,  ihe  affirmed  that /rtrnwAZ/fff^itfi/^/' 

*'The  body  of  the  deceafed  was  carried  down  to  the  water-fide  early  the 
following  morning,  the  widow  followed  about  ten  o'doek,  accompanied 
by  three  very  prindpal  JBrawtiiu,  her  children,  parents,  and  rebtions,  and 
a  numerous  concourfe  of  people.  The  order  rf  leave  *  for  her  burning  did 
not  arrive  until  after  one,  and  it  was  then  brought  by  one  of  the  SoiAab^e 
own  officers,  who  had  orders  to  fee  that  flie  burnt  voluntarily.  The  time 
they  waited  for  the  order  was  employed  in  praying  with  the  Bramins,  and 
wafliing  in  the  Ganges:  as  foon  as  it  arrived  flie  retired,  and  ftayed  for  the 

fpace 

*  On  this  Mr.  H.  has  the  followme  note :  **  The  GerOou  are  not  permit- 
ted to  bum,  without  an  order  from  the  Mabommedan  government,  and  tliis 
permiifion  is  commonly  made  a  perquifite  of.'* 
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Nature's  rude  wall,  againft  the  fierce  Canar 
They  guard  the  fertile  lawns  of  Malabar. 

Here 


fpace  of  half  an  hour  in  the  midft  of  her  female  relations,  among  whom 
was  her  mother ;  ihe  then  diveftcd  herfelf  of  her  bracelets  and  other  oma» 
ments,  and  tied  them  in  a  cloth  which  hung  like  an  apron  before  her,  and 
was  conducted  by  her  female  relations  to  one  comer  of  the  pile ;  on  the  pile 
was  an  arched  arbour,  formed  of  dry  (licks,  boughs  and  leares,  open  only 
at  one  end  to  admit  her  entrance ;  in  this  the  body  of  the  deceafed  was  de^ 
pofited,  his  head  at  the  end  oppoHte  to  the  opening.    At  the  corner  of 
the  pile  to  which  (he  had  been  conduced,  the  Bratnin  had  made  a  fmall  fire, 
round  which  (he  and  the  three  ^ramtn/  (at  for  (bme  minutes;  one  of  them 
gave  into  hef  hand  a  leaf  of  the  bale  tree  (the  wood  commonly  confeorated 
to  form  part  of  the  funeral  pile)  with  fundry  things  on  it,  which  (he  threw 
into  the  fite  •  one  of  the  others  gave  her  a  fecond  leaf,  which  (he  held  over 
the  flame,  whilft  he  dropped  three  times  fome  ghee  on  it,  which  melted  and 
fell  into  the  fire  (the(e  two  operations  were  preparatory  fymbols  of  her  ap- 
proaching diflblution  byfrej  and  whiUl  they  were  performing  this,  the 
third  Bramin  read  to  her  fome  portions  of   the  wgblMrab  kbade^    and 
aiked  her  fome  queftions,  to  which   (he  anfwered  with  a  (leady  and 
fercne  countenance;  but  the  noife  was  io  great,  we  could  not  under* 
ihuid  what  (he  (aid,  although  we  were  within  a  yard  of  her:    thefe 
over,  (he  was  led  with  great  folemnity  three  tima  round  the  pile,  the  Bra^ 
mitu  reading"  before  her ;  when  (he  came  the  third  time  to  the  fmall  fire,  (he 
Aopped,  took  her  rings  off  her  toes  and  fingers,  and  put  them  to  her  other 
ornaments;  here  (he  took  a  folemn,  majeftic  leave  of  her  children,  parenU, 
and  relations;  after  which,  one  of  the  Brawmu  dipped  a  large  wick  of  coU 
ton  in  (bme  ghee,  and  gave  it  ready  lighted  into  her  hand,  and  led  her  to  the 
open  fide  of  the  arbour;  thctc  all  the  Bramitu  fell  at  her  feet— after  (he 
had  ble(red  them  they  retired  weeping.    By  two  (leps  (he  afcended  the 
pile,  and  entered  the  arbour;  on  her  entrance  (be  made  a  profound  reve* 
rence  at  the  feet  of  the  decea(ed,  and  advanced  and  feated  herfelf  by  his 
head ;  (he  looked,  in  filent  meditation,  on  his  face  for  the  (pace  of  a  minute, 
then  fet  fire  to  the  arbour  in  three  plaus;  obferving  that  (he  had  fe£  fire  to 
leeward,  and  that  the  flames  blew  from  her,  inftantly  feeing  her  error,  (he 
rofe  and  fet  fire  to  windward,  and  refumed  her  (Vation ;  enftgn  Daniel  with 
his  cane,  feparated  the  grafs  and  leaves  on  the  windward  fide,  by  which  means 
we  had  a  difHn6l  view  of  her  as  (he  fat.  With  what  dignity  and  undaunted 
a  countenance  (he  fet  fire  to  the  pile  the  laft  time,  and  a(rumed  her  feat,  can 
only  be  conceived,  for  words  cannot  convey  a  juft  idea  of  her,— >The  pile 

being 
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Here  from  the  mountain  to  the  furgy  main^ 

Fair  as  a  garden  fpreads  the  fmiiing  plain: 

And  lo,  the  emprefs  of  the  Indian  powers^ 

There  lofty  Calicut  rcfplendent  towers  i 

Hers  every  fragrance  of  the  fpicy  fhore^ 

Hers  every  gem  of  India's  countlefs  ftore : 

Great  Samoreem,  her  lord's  imperial  ftyle. 

The  mighty  lord  of  India's  utmoft  foil : 

To  him  the  kings  their  duteous  tribute  pay. 

And  at  his  feet  confefs  their  borrowed  fway. 

Yet  higher  tower'd  the  monarchs  ancient  boaft. 

Of  old  one  fovereign  ruled  the  fpacious  7  coaft. 

A  votive  train,  who  brought  the  Koran's  lore. 

What  time  great  Perimal  the  fceptre  bore. 

From  bleft  Arabia's  groves  to  India  came : 

Life  were  their  words,  their  eloquence  a  flame 

Of  holy  zeal:  fired  by  the  powerful  ftrain 

The  loftyTQonarch  joins  the  faithful  train. 

And 


being  of  combaftible  matters,  the  fupporters  of  the  roof  were  prefently  con* 
iumed,  and  it  tumbled  upon  her. 

''  There  have  been  inftances  known,  when  the  t'lCilm  has,  $y  EunpeamXf 
been  forcibly  refcued  from  the  pile ;  it  is  currently  faid  and  believed  (how 
true  we  will  not  aver)  that  the  wife  of  Mr.  Jo6  Cbamock  was  by  him  fnatched 
from  this  facrifice ;  be  this  as  it  may,  the  outrage  is  confidered  by  the  Gen- 
toos,  as  an  atrodous  and  wicked  violation  of  their  iacred  rites  and  privi- 
leges." 

f  Of  ddmtfwerngn  ntUd  the  jpacious  eoafi,/^^**^  Whatever  Monzaida  relates 
**  of  the  people  and  their  manners,  is  confirmed  by  the  hiftories  of  India,  ac- 
«  cording  to  Barros,  Caftaneda,  MafTeus,  and  Oforius.  Our  author,  in  this, 
**  imiutes  Homer  and  Virgil,  who  are  fond  of  every  opportunity  to  intro* 
^  da^  any  curious  cuflom  or  vedige  of  antiquity."    Cafcra, 
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And  vowsj  at  fair  Medina's  flirine,  to  dok 

His  life's  mild  eve  in  prayer  and  fweet  repofir. 

Gifts  he  prepares  to  deck  the  prophet's  tomby 

The  glowing  labours  of  the  Indian  loom« 

Orixa's  fpices  and  Golconda's  gems  ^ 

Tet,  ere  the  fleet  th'  Arabian  ocean  ftems^ 

His  final  care  his  potent  regions  claim. 

Nor  his  the  tranfport  of  a  fitther's  name ; 

His  fervants  now  the  regal  purple  wear. 

And  high  enthroned  the  gtAden  fceptres  bear. 

Proud  Cochim  one,  and  one  fair  Chale  fways. 

The  fpicy  ifle  another  lord  obeys : 

Coulam  and  Cananoor's  luxurious  fields. 

And  Cranganore  to  various  lords  he  yields. 

While  thefe  and  others  thus  the  monarch  graced, 

A  noble  youth  his  care  unmindful  paft: 

Save  Calicut,  a  city  poor  and  imall. 

Though  lordly  now,  no  more  remained  to  fall: 

Grieved  to  behold  fuch  merit  thus  repay'd. 

The  fapient  youth  the  king  of  kings  he  made. 

And  honoured  with  the  name,  great  Samoreem, 

The  lordly  titled  boaft  of  power  fupreme. 

And  now  great  Perimal  refigns  his  reign. 

The  blifsful  bowers  of  paradife  to  gain : 

Before  the  gale  his  gaudy  navy  flics. 

And  India  finks  for  ever  from  his  eyes. 

And  foon  to  Calicut's  commodious  port 

The  'fleets,  deep^dging  with  the  wave,  refort : 

Wide 
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Wide  o'er  the  Ihore  extend  the  warlike  piles^ 

And  all  the  landscape  round  luxurious  finiles. 

And  now  her  flag  to  every  gale  unfurl'd^ 

She  towers  the  eroprels  of  the  eaftern  world : 

Such  are  the  bleffings  fapient  kings  beftow, 

And  from  thy  (beam  fuch  giftSj  O  coinmercej  flow. 

From  that  fage  youth^  who  firft  reign'd  king  of  kings^ 
He  now  who  fways  the  tribes  of  India  fpring?* 
Various  the  tribes,  all  led  by  fiiibles  vain. 
Then*  rites  the  dotage  of  the  dreamful  brain. 
All,  fave  where  nature  whifpers  modeft  cartj 
Naked  they  blacken  in  the  fultry  air. 
The  haughty  nobles  and  the  vulgar  race 
Never  muft  join  the  conjugal  emh^ce ; 
Nor  may  the  {tripling,  nor  the  blooming  maid^ 
Oh  loft  to  joy,  by  cruel  rites  betra/d  I 
To  fpoufe  of  other  than  thdr  father^s  art^ 
At  love's  connubial  (hrine  unite  the  heart : 
Nor  may  their  ions,  the  genius  and  the  view 
Confined  and  fetter^dj  other  art  purfue. 
Vile  were  the  ftab,  and  deep  the  foul  diigracc^ 
Should  other  tribe  touch  one  of  noble  race ; 
A  thoufand  rites,  and  wafhio^  o'er  and  o'er^ 
Can  fcarce  his  tainted  purity  reftore. 
Poleas  the  labouring  lower  clans  are  named ; 
By  the  proud  Nayres  the  noble  rank  is  claimed  ^ 

The 
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The  toils  of  culture^  and  of  art  they  fcorn. 

The  warrior's  pliimes  their  haughty  brows  adorn ; 

The  fhining  faulchion  brandifli'd  in  the  rights 

Their  left  arm  wields  the  target  in  the  fight ; 

Of  danger  fcomfiil,  ever  arm'd  they  ftand 

Around  the  king,  a  ftem  barbarian  band. 

Whatever  in  India  holds  the  facred  name 

Of  piety  or  lore,  the  Brahmins  claim : 

In  wildeft  rituals,  vain  and  painful,  loft, 

Brahma  their  founder  as  a  god  they  boaft. 

To  crown  their  meal  no  meaneft  life  expires, 

Pulfe,   fruit,  and  herbs  alone  their  board  requires : 

Alone  in  lewdnefs  riotous  and  free. 

No  fpoufal  ties  withhold,  and  no  degree : 

Loft  to  the  heart-ties,  to  his  neighbour's  arms 

The  willing  huft>and  yields  his  fpoufe's  cltorms : 

In  unendear'd  embraces  free  they  blend ; 

Yet  but  the  hufband's  kindred  may  afcend 

The  nuptial  couch  :  alas,  too  bleft,  they  know 

No  jealoufy's  fufpence,  nor  burning  woe ; 

The  bitter  drops  which  oft  from  dear  affeftion  flow. 

But  fhould  my  lips  each  wondrous  fcene  unfold, 

Which  your  glad  eyes  will  foon  amazed  behold. 

Oh,  long  before  the  various  tale  could  run. 

Deep  in  the  weft  would  fmk  yon  eaftern  fun. 

hi  few^  all  wealth  from  China  to  the  Nile, 

All  balfan^,  fruit,  and  gold  on  India's  bofom  fmile. 

While 


,} 
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While  thus  the  Moor  his  faithful  tale  revealed. 
Wide  o'er  the  coaft  the  voice  of  rumour  fwell'd ; 
As  firft  fome  upland  vapour  feems  to  float 
Small  as  the  fmoke  of  lonely  fhepherd  cot^ 
Soon  o'er  the  dales  the  rolling  darknefs  fpreads. 
And  wraps  in  hazy  clouds  the  mountain  heads, 
The  leaflefs  foreft  and  the  utmoft  lea ; 
And  wide  its  black  wings  hover  o'er  the  fea : 
The  tear-dropt  bough  hangs  weeping  in  the  vale. 
And  dlftant  navies  rear  the  mift-wet  fail* 
So  fame  Vcreafing,  loud  and  louder  grew. 
And  to  th^  fylvan  camp  refounding  flew ; 
A  lordly  bajtid,  (he  cries,  of  warlike^  mien. 
Of  face  and  garb  in  India  never  feen. 
Of  tongue  unknown,  through  gulphs  undared  before. 
Unknown  their  aim,  have  reach'd  the  Indian  fhore. 
To  hail  their  chief  the  Indian  lord  prepares. 
And  to  the  fleet  he  fends  his  banner'd  Nayres : 
As  to  the  bay  the  nobles  prefs  along. 
The  wondering  city  pours  th'  unnumbered  throng. 
And  now  brave  Gam  a  and  his  fplendid  train, 
Himfelf  adom'd  in  all  the  pride  of  Spain, 
In  gilded  barges  flowly  bend  to  fliore. 
While  to  the  lute  the  gently-falling  oar 
Now  breaks  the  furges  of  the  briny  tide. 
And  now  the  ftrokes  the  cold  frefli  ftream  divide. 
Pleafed  with  the  fplendor  of  the  LuGan  band. 
On  every  bank  the  crowded  thoufands  ftand. 

Begirt 
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Begirt  with  high-fdomed  nobles,  by  the  floqd 

The  firft  great  minifter  of  India  ftood^ 

The  Catual  his  name  in  India's  tongue ; 

To  Gam  A  fwift  the  lordly  regent  fpning: 

His  open  arms  the  valiant  chief  enfold. 

And  now  he  lands  him  on  the  fhore  of  gdd : 

With  pomp  unwonted  India's  nobles  greet 

The  fearieis  heroes  of  the  warlike  fleet. 

A  couch  on  ihoulders  bom^  in  India's  mode^ 

With  gold  the  canopy  and  purple  glow'd. 

Receives  the  Lufian  captain ;  equal  rides 

The  lordly  Catual,  and  onward  guides, 

Willie  Gama's  train,  and  thoufands  of  the  throng 

Of  India's  fbns,  encircling  pour  along. 

To  hold  difcourfe  in  various  tongues  they  try  ^ 

In  vain  ^  the  accents  unremember'd  die 

Inflant  as  uttered.    Thus  on  Babel's  plain 

Each  builder  heard  his  mate,  and  heard  in  vain* 

Gam  A  the  while,  and  India's  fecond  lord. 

Hold  glad  refponfes,  as  the  various  word 

The  faithful  Moor  unfolds.     The  city  gate 

They  paft,  and  onward,  tower'd  in  fumptnous  ftate^ 

Before  them  now  the  facred  temple  ix>fe } 

The  portals  wide  the  fculptured  ihrines  difclofe. 

The  chiefs  advance,  and,  entered  now,  behold 

The  gods  of  wood,  cold  ftone,  and  fhining  gold; 

Various  of  figure,  and  of  various  face. 

As  the  foul  Demon  will'd  the  likenefs  bafe. 

Tauglit 
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Taught  to  behold  the  rays  of  godhead  fhxne 

Fair  imaged  in  the  human  hce  divine^ 

With  iacred  horror  thriU'd,  the  Luiians  ^ewed 

The  monfter  forms^  chimera-like^  and  *  rude. 

Here  ipreading  horns  an  human  vifage  bore  ; 

So  frown'd  ftem  Jove  m  Lybia's  fane  of  yore. 

One  body  here  two  various  faces  reax^d ; 

So  ancient  Janus  o'er  his  flirine  appeared. 

An  hundred  arms  another  brandifh'd  wide  $ 

So  Titan's  fon  the  race  of  heaven  *  defy'd* 

And  here  a  dog  his  Iharling  tuiks  difplay'd : 

Anubis  thus  in  Memphis'  hallowed  fhade 

Grinn'd  horrible.     With  vile  inroftrations  k)W 

Before  theie  fhrines  the  blinded  Indians  ^^'bow. 

And 


"  Tie  momfier  fwms^  dnmera4ike^  and  rud§.    Chimen,  a  ffioofter  flaia  bf 
ficUerophon. 

Firft,  dire  chimera's  conqueft  was  enjoin*d, 

A  niiogled  monfter  of  no  mortal  kind  ; 

Behind  a  dragon's  fiery  tail  was  fpread,' 

A  goat's  rough  body  bore  a  lion's  head ; 

Her  pitchy  noftrils  flaky  flames  expire. 

Her  gaping  throat  emits  infernal  fire.  '  Pope's  II.  vL 

•So  7i/fl»Vyi*.— Briarcus. 

^  Sefort  tbefefirines  the  hlUided  IncHans  JMv.— In  this  inftance,  Cam5cns  has 
with  great  art  deviated  from  the  truth  of  hiftory.  As  it  was  the  great  pur- 
pofe  of  his  hero  to  propagate  the  law  of  hcaren  in  the  eaft,  it  wonld  have 
been  highly  abiiird  to  have  reprefented  Gama  and  his  attendants  as  on  their 
knees  in  a  Pagan  temple.  This,  however,  was  the  caft.  **  Gama,  who 
had  been  told,  fays  GforiTis,  that  there  were  many  chriftians  in  India,  con^  . 
jedured  that  the  temple,  to  which  the  Catual  led  him,  was  a  chriftian 
cfauich.    At  their  entrance  they  were  met  by  four  priefts,  who  fccmed  to 

make 
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And  now  again  the  Iplendid  pomp  proceeds ; 

To  India's  lord  the  haughty  regent  leads. 

To  view  the  glorious  leader  of  the  fleet 

Increaiing  thoufands  fwell  o'er  every  ftreet ; 

High  o'er  the  roofs  the  ftruggling  youths  afcend. 

The  hoary  Cithers  o*er  the  portals  bend, 

The  windows  iparkle  with  the  glowing  blaze 

Of  female  eyes,  and  mingling  diamonds'  rays. 

And  now  the  train  with  folemn  ftate  and  flow. 

Approach  the  royal  gate,  through  many  a  row 

Of  fragrant  wood  walks,  and  of  balmy  bowers. 

Radiant  with  fruitage,  ever  gay  with  flowers. 

Spacious  the  dome  its  pillar'd  grandeur  fpread. 

Nor  to  the  burning  day  high  tower'd  the  head  ; 

The  citron  groves  around  the  windows  glow'd. 

And  branching  palms  their  grateful  ihade  beftow'd  $ 

The  mellow  light  a  pleafing  radiance  caft ; 

The  marble  walls  Dasdalian  fculpture  graced. 

Here 


make  croflcs  on  their  foreheads.  The  walls  were  pamted  with  many  ima* 
gcs.  In  the  middle  was  a  little  round  chapel,  in  the  wall  of  which,  op- 
pofite  to  the  entrance,  flood  an  image  which  could  hardly  be  diiiOTered  ; 
£rat  emim  tocut  Ha  ah  omnifdu  radio  feclvfiu^  ut  vix  aliquu  maligtug  lucit  Jj^Umdn- 
in  mm  peiutraret.  The  four  priefts  aTcending,  fome  entered  the  chapel  by 
a  little  brafs  door,  and  pointing  to  the  benighted  image,  cried  aloud,  Mary^ 
Mary,  The  Catual  and  hi*  attcndanU  proftrated  themfelTcs  on  the 
ground,  while  the  JLufians  on  their  bended  knees  adored  the  blefled  vir- 
gin. «*  yirginemqiu  Dei  matrem  more  noflrit  ufiato  veneratitHr:*  Thus  Olb- 
rius.  Another  writer  fays,  that  a  Portugucfe  failor,  having  fome  doubt, 
eadaimcd,  Jftbis  be  the  devU'e  image,  I  however  ^worjhip  Cod, 
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Here  India's  ^te,  from  darkeft  times  of «  old^ 
The  wondrous  artift  on  the  ftone  inrolFd ; 
Here  o'er  the  meadows,  by  Hydafpes'  ftrcara. 
In  fair  array  the  marfhall'd  legions  kcm  z 
A  youth  of  gleeful  eye  the  fquadrons  led. 
Smooth  was  his  cheek,  and  glow'd  with  pureft  red ; 
VOL.  II.  Q^  Around 


*  Here  I/idia*t/aU~'Thc  defcription  of  the  palace  of  the  Zamorim,  Htuat. 
ed  among  aromatic  groves,  is  according  to  hiftory ;  the  embellifhment  of 
the  waUs  is  in  imitatioii  of  Vifgif  s  ddcription  of  the  palace  of  king  La- 


TeSvm  mgy/him,  mgem^  ceHhim  fubUme  cdumnis^ 
Vrbe  fuii  fumma^  &:c. 

The  palace  built  by  Picus,  Tad  and  proud. 

Supported  by  an  hundred  pillars  (lood 

And  round  encompafs'd  with  a  riling  wood. 

The  pile  o'crlook'd  the  town,  and  drew  the  fight, 

Sorpriied  at  once  with  reverence  and  delight.  .  .  . 

Above  the  portal,  carved  in  cedar  wood. 

Placed  in  their  ranks  their  godlike  grandfires  (lood. 

Old  Saturn,  with  his  crooked  fcythe  on  high ; 

And  Itaius,  that  led  the  colony  : 

And  ancient  Janus  with  his  double  face^ 

And  bunch  of  keys,  the  porter  of  the  place. 

There  (tood  Sabinus,  planter  of  the  vines. 

On  a  Ihort  prunine  hook  his  head  reclines; 

And  ftudioufly  fiirveys  his  generous  wines. 

Then  warlike  kings  who  for  their  country  fought, 

And  honourable  wounds  from  battle  brouglit. 

Around  the  pofts  hung  helmets,  darts,  and  fpears; 

And  captive  chariots,  axes,  fhiclds,  and  bars ; 

And  broken  beaks  of  (hips,  the  trophies  of  their  wars. 

Above  the  reft,  as  chief  of  all  the  band 

Was  Picus  placed,  a  buckler  in  his  hand ; 

His  other  waved  a  long  divining  wand. 

Girt  in  his  gabin  gown  the  hero  fate——         Dkyd.  £n.  vii. 
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Around  his  fpear  the  curling  vine46aves  waved ; 

And,  by  a  ftreamlet  of  the  river  laved. 

Behind  her  founder,  Nyfa's  walls  were  'rear^dj 

So  breathing  life  the  ruddy  god  appeared. 

Had  g  Semele  beheld  the  fmiling  boy, 

The  mother's  heart  had  proudly  heav*d  with  joy. 

Unnumber'd  here  were  feen  th'  Aflyrian  throng. 

That  drank  whole  rivers  as  they  marchM  along : 

Each  eye  feem'd  earned  on  their  warrior  queen. 

High  was  her  port,  and  furious  was  her  nuen  ^ 

Her  valour  only  equalled  by  her  luft } 

Faft  by  her  fide  her  courier  paw'd  the  duft. 

Her  Ton's  *>  vile  rival ;  reeking  to  the  plain 

Fell  the  hot  fweat-drops  as  he  champt  the  rdn. 

And  here  difplay'd,  moft  glorious  to  behold, 

The  Grecian  banners  opening  many  a  fold, 

Seem'd  trembling  on  the  gale  ^  at  diftance  far 

The  Ganges  laved  the  wide-extended^  war. 


Here 


*  Behind  her  founder  Nyfas  tvalts  'were  reariL 


-fl/  dijianeefar 


The  Ganges  laved  the  vo'tde^extended  titfr-^ 

This  is  in  the  pcrfpcAive  manner  of  the  beautiful  defcriptions  of  the  figures 
on  the  (hield  of  Achilles.     1l.  xviii. 

«  Had  Semele  beheld  the  fmiling  ^(jjf— The  Theban  Bacchus,  to  whom  the 
Greek  fabulifts  afcribed  the  Indian  expedition  of  Sefodris  or  Ofiris  king  of 
Fj;ypt. 

»•  Her  fin  t  vile  rival^^-^**  The  infamous  paflion  of  Semiramis  for  a  horfe, 
"  has  all  the  air  of  a  fable  invented  by  the  Greeks  to  Hgnify  the  extreme 
**  lihidiny  of  that  queen.  Her  inccfluous  pafTion  for  her  fon  Nynias,  how- 
"  evti,  is  confirmed  by  the  teftimony  of  the  bcft  authors.  Shocked  at 
"  ludi  un  horrid  amour,  Nynias  ordered  her  to  be  put  to  death."     Cafttra. 


'*4 
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Here  the  blue  marUe  gives  the  helmet^s  gleam^ 

Here  Scorn  the  cuinis  Ihoots^the  golden  beam. 

A  proud-ey'd  jooth,  with  palms  umiumber'd  gay. 

Of  the  bold  veterans  fed  the  brown  array  $ 

Scornful  of  mortal  birth  enflirin'd  he  rode, 

Call'd  Jove  his  £tther  ^  and  aflbmed  the  god. 

While  dauntkfs  Gama  and  his  train  furvey'd 
The  fculptured  walb,  the  lofty  regent  faid : 
For  nobler  wars  than  thefe  yon  wondering  fee 
That  ample  fpace  th'  eternal  fates  decree : 
Sacred  to  thefe  th'  unpiAured  wall  remains^ 
Unconfcious  yet  of  vanquiih'd  India's  chains. 
Ailured  we  know  the  awful  day  fhall  come^ 
Big  with  tremendous  fate,  and  India's  doom. 
The  fons  of  Brahma,  by  the  god  their  fire 
Taught  to  illume  the  dread  divining  fire. 
From  the  drear  manfions  of  the  dark  abodes 
Awake  the  dead,  or  call  th'  infernal  gods ; 
Then  round  the  flame,  while  glimmering  ghaftly  blue, 
Behold  the  future  Icene  arife  to  view. 
The  fons  of  Brahma  in  the  magic  hour 
Beheld  the  foreign  foe  tremendous  lour ; 
Unknown  their  tongue,  their  face,  and  ftrange  attire, 
And  their  bold  eye-balls  burn'd  with  warlike  ire : 

0^2  They 

»  Caird  Jove  bis  father. ^^^T^Mt  ioamdof  Olympias  on  this  pretenfion  of 
her  fon  Alexander,  was  admired  by  the  ancients.  •*  This  hot-headed 
«*  youth,  foifooth,  cannot  be  at  reft  onlcis  he  embroil  QC  in  a  quanel  witfai 
"  Juno.**    Quint.  Cvkt. 
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They  faw  the  chief  o'er  proftrate  India  rear 

The  glittering  terrors  of  his  awful  fpear. 

But  fwiit  behind  thefe  wintery  days  of  woe 

A  fpring  of  joy  arofe  in  livdieft  glow, 

Such  gentle  manners  leagued  with  wifdom  reign'd 

In  the  dread  viflors,  and  their  rage  reftrain'd : 

Beneath  their  fway  majeftic,  wife,  and  mild, 

Proud  of  her  viftors'  laws  thrice  happier  India  fmiled^ 

So  to  the  prophets  of  the  Brahmin  train 

The  viiions  ^  rofe,  that  never  rofe  in  vain. 

The 


^  The  vifiont  rofe  The  prctenfioDS  to»  and  belief  m  diTsnation  and 
magic,  arc  found  in  the  hidory  of  every  nation  and  age.  The  iburccs  from 
whence  thofe  opinions  fprung,  may  be  reduced  to  thefe  :  the  ftrong  delire 
which  the  human  mind  has  to  pry  into  futurity.  The  conicioofaefs  of  hs 
own  wcaknefs,  and  the  utflinBive  belief,  if  it  may  be  To  called,  in  inri/ible 
agents.  On  thefe  foundations  it  is  eafy  for  the  artful  to  take  every  ad- 
vantage of  the  fimple  and  credulous.  A  knowledge  of  the  virtues  of  plants, 
and  of  ibme  chemical  preparations,  appeared  as  altogether  fupematural  to 
the  great  bulk  of  mankind  in  former  ages.  And  fuch  is  the  pronenefs  of 
the  ignorant  mind,  to  refolve,  what  it  does  not  comprehend,  into  the 
marvellous,  that  even  the  common  medicinal  virtues  of  plants  were  efteem- 
ed  as  magical,  and  dependent  upon  the  incantation  which  was  muttered 
over  the  application  of  them.  But  we  muft  not  fuppoie  that  all  the  profel^ 
ibrs  of  magical  knowledge  were  determined  cheats,  and  coniclous  impoftors. 
So  far  from  fuch  idea  of  the  futility  of  their  pretended  art,  they  themfelves 
were  generally  the  dupes  of  their  own  prejudices,  of  prejudices  hnbibed  in 
thieir  mod  early  years,  and  to  which  the  veneration  of  their  oldefl  age  was 
devoutly  paid.  Nor  were  the  prieftsof  favage  tribes  the  only  profeflbrs  and 
ftudents  of  inchantment.  The  very  greateft  names  of  Pagan  anttquity, 
during  the  fird  centuries  of  the  chridian  zra,  firmly  believed  in  divination, 
and  were  earnedly  devoted  to  the  purfuit  of  it.  If  Cicero,  once  or  twice  in 
his  life,  confulted  the  flight  of  birds,  or  the  manner  in  which  chickens 
picked  up  their  com ;  the  great  philofopher  Marcus  Aureltus  Antoninus 
carried  his  veneration  for  the  occult  fcicnces  much  farther.     When  he 

might 
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The  regent  ceafed ;  and  now  with  folemn  pace 
The  chie&  approach  the  regal  hall  of  grace. 
The  tapftried  walls  with  gold  were  piAured  1  o'er. 
And  flowery  velvet  fpread  the  marUe  floor. 
&i  all  the  grandeur  of  the  Indian  ftate. 
High  on  a  blazing  couch  the  Monarch  fate. 
With  ftarry  gems  the  purple  curtains  fhined. 
And  ruby  flowers  and  golden  foliage  twined 
Around  the  filver  pillars :  high  o'er  head 
The  golden  canopy  its  radiance  fhcd : 
Of  cloth  of  gold  the  fovereign's  mantle  ihone. 
And  his  high  turban  flamed  with  precious  ftone. 
Sublime  and  aw&l  was  his  fapient  mien. 
Lordly  his  pofture,  and  his  brow  ferene. 
An  hoary  fire  fubmifs  on  bended  knee, 
{Low  boVd  his  head)  in  India's  luxury, 
A  leaf »,  all  fragrance  to  the  glowing  tafte. 
Before  the  king  each  little  while  replaced. 

The 

might  have  attacked  the  Qaadi  and  Marcomaniii  with  every  prorpe£k  of 
iuoceis,  he  delayed  to  do  it,  till  the  magical  (acrifice  prefcribed  by  Alexan- 
der of  Pontus,  the  magidan,  could  be  performed.  But  when  this  was 
performed,  the  barbarians  happened  to  be  greatly  reinforced,  and  Anto- 
ninus was  defeated,  with  the  lofs  of  ao,ooo  men.  Yet  his  devout  ob- 
ftrvation  of  fiich  rites  never  fuffered  the  leait  abatement.  And  the  en- 
larged, and  philofophical  mind  of  the  accompiifhed  Julian,  by  fome  called 
the  Apoftate,  Was  amid  all  his  other  great  avocations,  mod  afliduoufly  de- 
voted to  the  (ludy  of  magic 

^  The  taffiriedwalU  toM  gold  were  fl&uredoer^ 
Aiidfvwerj  vdvtt  fpread  the  u$arhUfoor^^ 
AecQiding  to  Oibrius. 

m  ji  igaf, The  BeteL    This  is  a  particular  luxury  of  the  eaft.    The 

ladlaas  powder  it  with  the  fruit  of  Areu^  or  dnmUm  daU  tree^  and  chew  it, 

iwalLowing 
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The  patriarch  Brahmin,  foft  and  flow  he  rofe^ 

Advancing  now  to  lordly  Gaua  bows. 

And  leads  him  to  the  throne :  in  filent  Ifate 

The  monarch's  nod  affigns  the  captain's  feat ; 

The  Lufian  train  in  humbler  diftance  ftand  : 

Silent  the  monarch  eyes  the  foreign  band 

With  awfiil  mien;  when  valiant  Gam  A  broke 

The  folemn  paufe,  and  thus  majeftic  fpoke : 

From  where  the  crimfon  fan  of  evening  laves 

His  blazing  chariot  in  the  weftem  waves, 

I  come,  the  herald  of  a  mighty  king, 

And  holy  vows  of  lafting  friendfhip  bring 

To  thee,  O  monarch,  for  refounding  fomc 

Far  to  the  weft  has  borne  thy  princely  name. 

All  India's  fovereign  thou  !  nor  deem  I  fue. 

Great  as  thou  art,  the  humble  fappliant's  due. 

Whate'er  from  weftem  Tagus  to  the  Nile, 

Infpires  the  monarch's  wiih,  the  merchant's  toil. 

From  where  the  north-ftar  gleams  o'er  feas  of  froft^ 

To  Ethiopia's  utmoft  burning  coaft, 

Whate'er 

Iwallowmg  the  juke.  Its  virtues,  they  fay,  prefer? e  the  teeth,  .ftrengthen 
the  flomach,  and  incite  to  venery.  It  is  fo  efteemed  in  India,  that  its  or^ 
gin  is  derired  from  heaven.  Degafiii^  one  of  the  wires  of  the  celeftial  fpi* 
rits,  carried  Ar^omem^  an  Indian,  one  day  to  hearen,  from  whence  he  flole 
the  bHelf  and  planted  it  on  earth.  And  for  this  reaion,  he  who  cultures  the 
hetel^  muft,  as  ncceflkry  to  its  thriving,  fteal  the  ftoek  which  he  plants^ 
The  leaf  is  fo  like  our  common  ivy,  that  fome  Indian  amfaa^&dorsat  Lifbon 
have  ufed  the  latter  mixed  with  the  Cyprefi  apples  inftead  of  the  arcoa,  and 
have  iaid,  that  in  virtue  it  was  much  the  iame  with  the  Indian  plant.  Oitf 
di^Uoliaries  call  the  betel,  the  baftard  pepper. 
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Whatever  the  fe^  whste'er  |he  land  beftows, 

In  my  great  monarch's  realm  unbounded  flows. 

Pleafed  thy  high  graiKleur  apd  renown  to  hear^ 

My  foTerdgn  Q0brs  frien4Chip's  bands  iincere : 

Mutual  he  aiks  them»  united  of  difguife. 

Then  every  bounty  of  t^  flailing  ikies 

Showered  on  his  fhore  and  thii\e,  in  mutual  flow^ 

Shall  joyful  commerce  on  ^ch  fhore  beftow. 

Our  might  in  war,  what  v^quiih'd  nations  fell 

Beneadi  our  fpear,  let  trembling  Afric  tell ; 

Survey  my  floating  towers,  and  let  thine  ear. 

Dread  as  it  roavs,  our  battle  thunder  hear. 

If  friendfliip  then  thy  hoqeft  wifli  explore. 

That  dreadful  thimdet  00  thy  foes  fhall  roar. 

Our  banners  oV  the  criff^fon  field  fhall  fweep. 

And  our  tall  iiavies  ride  the  foamy  deep. 

Till  not  a  foe  agalpll  thy  land  fhall  rear 

Th'  invading  bowfpnt,  or  the  hoflile  fpear ; 

My  king,  thy  brother,  thus  thy  wars  fhall  join. 

The  glory  bis,  the  gainful  harveft  thine. 

Brave  Gam  a  (pake :  the  pagan  king  replies. 
From  lands  which  now  behold  the  morning  rife. 
While  eve's  dim  clouds  the  Indian  iky  enfold. 
Glorious  to  us  an  ofier'd  league  we  hold. 
Yet  fhall  our  will  in  filence  refl  unknown. 
Till  what  your  land,  and  who  the  king  you  own. 

Our 
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Our  council  deeply  weigh.     Let  joy  the  while^ 

And  the  glad  feaft  the  fleeting  hours  beguile* 

Ah  !  to  the  wearied  mariner,  long  toft 

O'er  briny  waves,  how  fweet  the  long-fought  coaft  \ 

The  night  now  darkens ;  on  the  friendly  ihore 

Let  foft  repofe  your  wearied  ftrength  reftore, 

Afiiired  an  anfwer  from  our  lips  to  bear. 

Which,  not  difpleafed,  your  fovereign  lord  fhall  hear. 

More  °  now  we  add  not — from  the  hall  of  ftate 

Withdrawn,  they  now  approach  the  regent's  gate  ; 

The  fumptuous  banquet  glows ;  all  India's  pride 

Heap'd  on  the  board  the  royal  feaft  fupfdied. 

Now  o'er  the  dew-drops  of  the  eaftem  lawn 

Gleamed  the  pale  radiance  of  the  ftar  of  dawn. 

The  valiant  Gama  on  his  couch  repoied. 

And  balmy  reft  each  Lufian  eye-lid  clofed  ; 

When  the  high  Catual,  watchful  to  ftilfil 

The  cautious  mandates  of  his  fovereign's  will, 

In  fecret  converfe  with  the  Moor  retires. 

And,  earneft,  much  of  Lufus'  fons  enquires ; 

What  laws,  what  holy  rites,  what  monarch  iwa/d 

The  warlike  race  ?  When  thus  the  juft  Mozaide : 

The  land  from  whence  thefe  warriors,  well  I  know, 
(To  neighbouring  earth  my  haplefs  birth  I  owe) 

Illuftrious 

■  More  Horo  tve  add  no/— The  tenor  of  this  firft  converfation  between  the 
Zamorim  and  Gama,  is  according  to  the  truth  of  hiftory. 
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niuftrious  Spain^  along  whofe  weftera  fhores 

Grey-dappled  eve  the  dying  twilight  pours.— 

A  wondrous  prophet  gave  their  holy  lore. 

The  godlike  feer  a  virgin-mother  bore, 

Th'  eternal  fpirit  on  the  human  race. 

So  be  they  taught,  beftow'd  fuch  awful  grace. 

In  war  unmatched  they  rear  the  trophied  creft : 

What  °  terrors  oft  have  thrill'd  my  infant  breaft. 

When  their  brave  deeds  my  wondering  fathers  told  y 

How  from  the  lawns,  where  cryftalline  and  cold. 

The  Guadiana  rolls  his  murmuring  tide ; 

And  thofe  where,  purple  by  the  Tago's  fide. 

The  lengthening  vineyards  gliften  o'er  the  field ; 

Their  warlike  fires  my  routed  fires  expell'd. 

Nor  paufed  their  rage  j  the  furious  feas  they  braved ; 

Nor  loftieft  walls,  nor  caftled  mountains  faved ;     ^ 

Round  Afric*s  thoufand  bays  their  navies  rode. 

And  their  proud  armies  o'er  our  armies  trod. 

Nor  lefs,  let  Spain  through  all  her  kingdoms  own. 

O'er  other  foes  their  dauntlefs  valour  fhone: 

Let 


•  JFlat  terrors  oft  bavt  ibriWdmy  imfimt  hrafi-^The  entbailarm  with  which 
Monzaida,  a  Moor,  talks  of  the  Portuguefe,  may  perhaps  to  Tome  appear 
onnatural.  Camoens  Teems  to  be  aware  of  this  by  givmg  a  reafon  for  that 
enthufiafin  in  the  firft  fpeech  of  Monzaida  to  Gama : 

Heaven  Jeni  you  here  for Jome  great  work  dhoMef 
And  heaven  infpires  ay  hreaji  your /acred  UuU  to  jwi. 

That  this  Moor  did  conceive  a  great  affection  for  Gama,  who(e  religion  he 
embraced,  and  to  whom  he  proved  of  the  utmoft  fervice,  is  according  to  the 
truth  of  hiftory. 
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Let  Gaul  confeis,  her  moantain  ramparts  wild^ 

Nature  in  vain  the  hoar  Pyremans  piled. 

No  foreign  lance  could  e'er  their  rage  reftrain^ 

Unconquer'd  (till  the  warrior  race  remain* 

More  would  you  hear^  fecure  your  care  may  tmft 

The  anfwer  of  their  lips,  fo  noUy  jtift, 

Cbnfcious  of  inward  worth,  of  manners  plain^ 

Their  manly  fouk  the  gilded  lie  diidain. 

Then  let  thine  eyes  their  lordly  nught  admire. 

And  mark  the  thunder  of  their  arms  of  fire  : 

The  fhore  with  trembling  hears  the  dreadful  found. 

And  rampired  walls  lie  fmoaking  on  the  ground. 

Speed  to  the  fleet ;  their  arts,  their  prudence  weigh. 

How  wife  in  peace,  in  war  how  drpad,  furvey. 

With  keen  defire  the  craftful  pagan  burn'd  i 

Sodn  as  the  morn  in  orient  blaze  retum'd. 

To  view  the  fleet  his  fplendid  train  prepares  ; 

And  now  attended  by  the  lordly  nayres. 

The  fliore  they  cover,  now  the  oar-men  fweep 

The  foamy  furfiice  of  the  azure  deep : 

And  now  brave  Paul  us  gives  the  friendly  hand. 

And  high  on  Gama's  lofty  deck  they  ftand. 

Bright  to  the  day  the  purple  fail-cloaths  glow. 

Wide  to  the  gale  the  filken  enfigns  flow  5 

The  piftured  flags  difplay  the  warlike  ftrifc  ; 

Bold  feem  the  heroes  as  infpired  by  life. 

Here  arm  to  arm  the  fingle  combat  ftrains 

Here  burns  the  battle  on  the  tented  plains 

General 
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General  and  fierce  ;  the  meeting  lances  thrufty 

And  the  bhck  blood  feemt  imoakkig  on  the  dirfk. 

With  eameft  eyes  the  Dvondering  nqpeat  views 

The  pi^hired  wan  iflrt»  and  tibdr  hiftcny  foes. 

But  now  the  xadd^  jvke,  by  Noah  '  found. 

In  fammog  gofblets  circled  fwiftly  round. 

And  o'er  the  deck  fwift  rofe  the  feftric  beard  $ 

Yet  fmiling  oft,  refiraim  the  Indian  lord : 

His  ^th  forbade  with  other  ^  tribe  to  join 

The  facred  meal,  efteem'd  a  rite  divine. 

In  bold  vibrations,  thrilling  on  the  ear. 

The  battle  (bands  the  Lufian  trumpets  rear ; 

Loud  borft  the  diunders  of  the  arms  of  fire,, 

Slow  round  the  fails  the  clQuds  <^  fmoke  afpire. 

And  rolling  their  dark  volumes  o'er  the  day. 

The  Lufian  war,  in  dreadful  pomp,  difplay* 

In  deepeft  though  the  careful  regent  wdgh'd 

The  pomp  and  power  at  Gama's  nod  bewray'd, 

Tet  feem'd  alone  in  wonder  to  behold 

The  glorious  heroes  and  the  wars  haif-told 

In  filent  poefy — Swift  from  the  board 

High  crown'd  with  wine,  uprofe  the  Indian  lord; 

Both 

T— W5e  nJdyjuue  ly  Neab  fomd^-Gtn.  ix.  %0,     And  Noah  kegan  to  he  am 
hfigmimatiy  and  hepUudtda  vuuyardf  and  Be  dramk  of  the  vfine,  &C. 

4  Hufaitb/orUuie  witB  other  trihe  to  join. 
The  facred  aiealj  ^eemd  a  rite  efitwir— 

The  opinkm  of  the  &atint&  of  the  table  is  very  ancient  in  the  eaft.  It 
is  plainly  to  be  difcoTcrcd  in  the  hiftory  <rf  Abraham  and  the  Hebrew  p»- 
tnarcfas. 
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Both  the  bold  Gamas,  and  their  generous  peer. 
The  brave  Coello,  rofe,  prepared  to  hear. 
Or,  ever  courteous,  give  the  meet  reply: 
Fixt  and  enquiring  was  the  regent's  eye : 
The  warlike  image  of  an  hoary  fire, 
Whofe  name  fhall  live  till  earth  and  time  expire. 
His  wonder  fixt ;  and  more  than  human  glowed 
The  hero's  look  $  his  robes  of  Grecian  mode ; 
A  boBgh,  his  enfign,  in  his  right  he  waved, 
'A  leafy  bough— ^But  I,  fond  man  depraved ! 
Where  would  I  fpeed,  as  mad'ning  in  a  dream. 
Without  your  aid,  ye  nymphs  of  Tago's  ftream ! 
Or  yours,  ye  dryads  of  Mondego's  bowers  ! 
Without  your  aid  how  vain  my  wearied  powers  ! 
Long  yet  and  various  lies  my  arduous  way 
Through  louring  tempefts  and  a  boundlefs  fea. 
Oh  then,  propitious,  hear  your  fon  implore. 
And  guide  my  veflel  to  the  happy  fhore. 
Ah  I  fee  how  long  what  per'lous  days,  what  woes 
On  many  a  foreign  coaft  around  me  rofe, 
As  dragg'd  by  fortune's  chariot  wheels  along 
I  footh'd  my  forrows  with  the  warlike '  fong ; 
Wide  ocean's  horrors  lengthening  now  around. 
And  now  my  footfteps  trod  the  hoftile  ground ; 

Yet 


*  thf  nvarUkefing        Though  Carooens  began  his  Luiiad  in  Poiw 

tugal,  alffloft  the  whole  of  it  was  written  while  on  the  ocean,  while  in 
Africa,  and  in  India.    See  his  life. 
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Yet  amid  each  danger  of  tumultuous  war 

Your  Lufian  heroes  ever  claim'd  my  care : 

As  Canace  of  old,  ere  *  felf-deftroy'd, 

One  hand  the  pen,  and  one  the  fword  employed. 

Degraded  now,  by  poverty  abhorr'd. 

The  gueft  dependent  at  the  lordltng's  board : 

Now  bleft  with  all  the  wealth  fond  hope  could  crave. 

Soon  I  beheld  that  wealth  beneath  the  *  wave 

For  ever  loft;  myfelf  efcaped  alone. 

On  the  wild  ihore,  all  friendlefs,  hopelefs,  thrown ; 

My  life,  like  Judah's  heaven-doom'd  king  of  '  yore. 

By  miracle  prolonged ;  yet  not  the  more 

To  end  my  forrows :  woes  fucceeding  woes 

Belied  my  eameft  hopes  of  fweet  repofe  : 

In  place  of  bays  around  my  brows  to  fhed 

Their  facred  honours  o'er  my  deftined  head 

Foul  calumny  proclaimed  the  fraudful  tale, 

And  left  me  mourning  in  a  dreary  » jaiL 

Such 

■  As  CaMr«— Daughter  of  Eolas.  Her  father  having  thrown  her  ince£> 
tuons  child  to  the  dogs,  fent  her  a  fword,  with  which  (he  flew  herfelf.  In 
Ovid  fhe  writes  an  epiftle  to  her  hulband-brother,  where  (he  thus  defcribes 
herfelf: 

Dextra  tenet  ealamumy^riSum  tenet  altera  ferrum, 

■  Soon  I  beheld  that  tuealtb  beneath  the  •wave 
For  ever  /j/?— -See  the  life  of  Camdens. 

"  My  life,  like  fuiaVs  heaven-doom  d  Jking  of  yere^Heztklah.  See  iTaiah 
xxxviii. 

■  And  left  me  mourning  in  a  dreary  jail-^Thii,  and  the  whole  paragraph  from 

Degraded  now^  by  poverty  abhor  d 

alludes 


} 
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Such  was  the  meed,  alas !  on  me  beftow'd, 
BeftowM  by  thole  for  whom  my  nttoibers  glowM, 
By  thofe  who  to  my  toils  their  laurel  hoooors  owed* 

Ye  gentle  nymphs  of  Tsigo*s  rofy  bowers. 

Ah,  fee  vthzt  letcer'd  patroa-brds  are  yours  i 

Dull  as  Che  herds  Chat  graze  their  flowery  dales^ 

To  them  in  vato  the  injured  ntufe  bewails : 

No  foftering  care  their  barbarous  hands  beftow^ 

Though  CO  the  mule  their  &ireft  fame  they  owe. 

Ah,  cold  may  prove  the  future  prieft  of  &me 

Taught  by  my  fate  :  yet  will  I  not  difiiaim 

Your  fmiles,  ye  mufes  of  Mondego's  fhade^ 

Be  ftill  my  deareft  joy  your  happy  aid ! 

And  hear  my  vow :  Nor  king,  nor  loftieft  peer 

Shall  e'er  from  me  the  fbng  of  flattery  hear ; 

Nor  crafty  tyrant,  who  in  office  rei^[is, 

Smiles  on  his  king,  and  binds  the  land  in  chains ; 

Ilis  king's  worft  foe  :  nor  he  whofe  raging  ire. 

And  raging  wants,  to  fhape  his  courfe,  confpire  ; 

True  to  the  clamours  of  the  blinded  crowd, 

Tlieir  changeful  Proteus,  infolent  and  loud : 

Nor  he  whofe  honeft  mien  fecures  applaufe. 

Grave  though  he  feem,  and  father  of  the  laws. 

Who,  but  half-patriot,  niggardly  denies 

Each  other's  merit,  and  withholds  the  prize : 

Who 

alludes  to  his  fortunes  in  India.  The  latter  circumftance  relates  particu- 
larly to  the  hafe  and  inhuman  treatment  he  received  on  his  return  to  Goa, 
after  his  unhappy  (hip wreck.     See  his  life. 
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Who  ^  fpums  the  mak,  nor  feels  the  raptured  ftrain, 

Ufelefs  by  him  efteemM,  and  idly  Vain : 

For  him,  for  thefe^  no  wreath  my  hand  fhall  twine ; 

On  oAer  brows  th'  immortal  rays  fhall  ihine : 

For 

♦  JVboJpMrns  tbe  mufe  ■■■Similarity  of  condition  has  produced  fimilarity 
of  featiment  in  Camoens  and  Spenfer.  Each  was  the  ornament  of  his 
cooBtry  and  of  his  age ;  and  each  was  cruelly  negle£ied  by  the  men  of 
power,  who,  in  truth,  were  incapable  to  judge  of  their  merit,  or  to  relith 
their  writings.  We  have  feen  fereral  of  the  ftri^tures  of  Camdens  on  the 
barbarous  nobility  of  Portugal.  The  flmilar  complaints  of  Spenfer  will 
Ihew  that  negled  of  genius,  however,  was  not  confined  to  the  court  of 
JLiibon. 

O  grief  of  griefs;  O  gall  of  all  good  hearts! 

To  fee  that  virtue  (hould  defpifed  be 

Of  iuch  as  firft  were  raifed  for  virtue's  parts. 

And  now  broad  fpreading  like  an  aged  tree, 

Let  none  fiioot  up  that  nigh  them  planted  be* 

O  let  not  thofe  of  whom  the  mufe  is  fcomed. 

Alive  or  dead  be  by  the  mufe  adorned.  lluins  rf  Time* 

It  is  thought  Lord  Burleigh,  who  withheld  the  bounty  intended  by  queen 
Elizabeth,  is  here  meant.  But  he  is  more  clearly  (ligmatized  in  thefe  re- 
markable lines,  where  themifery  of  dependence  on  court-favour,  is  painted 
in  colours  which  muft  recall  (everal  ftrokes  of  the  Lufiad  to  the  mind  of  the 
reader. 

Full  little  knowefl  thou  that  haft  not  tried, 

What  hell  it  is,  in  fuing  long  to  bide ; 

To  lofe  good  days,  that  might  be  better  fpcnt, 

To  wafte  long  nights  in  peniive  difcontent ; 

To  fpeed  to-day,  to  be  put  back  to-morrow. 

To  feed  on  hope,  to  pine  with  fear  and  ibrrow ; 

To  have  thy  princcfs*  grace,  yet  want  her  peers ; 

To  have  thy  afking,  yet  wait  many  years; 

To  fret  thy  foul  with  erodes  and  with  cares. 

To  cat  thy  heart  thro*  comfortlefs  defpairs; 

To  fawn,  to  crouch,  to  wait,  to  ride,  to  run, 

To  fpend,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  undone.— -Wo/^*r  HubhertTt  Tale, 

Thefe  lines  exafperated  ftill  more  the  inelegant,  the  illiberal  Burleigh. 
So  true  is  the  obfervation  of  Mr.  Hughes,  that,.rvcii  tbejigb*  of  a  mifgrabU 
man  arefometimes  refetftedas  an  affront  by  bim  that  u  tbe  oceafion  oftbem. 
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He  who  the  path  of  honour  ever  trod. 
True  to  his  king,  his  country,  and  his  God, 
On  his  bleft  head  my  hands  (hall  fix  the  crown 
Wove  of  the  deathlefs  laurels  of  renown. 

The  arrival  of  Game  in  India~^\n  ieyeral  parts  of  the  Lufiad,  the  Portu* 
guefe  poet  has  given  ample  proof  that  he  could  catch  the  genuine  (pint  of 
Homer  and  Virgil.    The  feventh  Lufiad  throughout  bears  a  (biking  hd- 
Icmblance  to  the  feventh  and  eighth  ^neid.    Much  of  the  a£tion  is  natu^ 
rally  the  (ame  ;  .£neas  lands  in  Italy,  and  Gama  in  India  ;  but  the  condoA 
of  Camdens,  in  his  mafterly  imitation  of  his  great  model,  particularly  de- 
mands obfervation.    Had  Statius  or  Ovid  dcicribed  the   landing  or  re- 
ception of  iBneas,  we  (hould  undoubtedly  have  been  prefented  with  pi^ 
tures  difierent  from  thofe  of  the  pencil  of  Virgil.    We  ihouid  have  feen 
much  buftle  and  fire,  and  perhaps  much  fmoke  and  falfe  dignity.     Yet  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  Odyfley,  Homer,  had  he  written  the  .£oeid,  would 
have  written  as  the  Roman  poet  wrote,  would  have  prefented  us  with  a 
calm  majeftic  narrative,  till  every  circumftance  was  explained,  and  then 
would  have  given  the  concluding  books  of  hurry  and  fire.    In  this  manner 
has  Virgil  written,  and  in  this  manner  has  Camoens  followed  him,  as  far 
as  the  different  nature  of  his  fubjeO  would  allow.    In  Viigil,  king  Latinns 
IS  informed  by  prodigies  and  prophecy  of  the  fate  of  his  kingdom,  and  of 
the  new-landed  Grangers,     ^neas  enters  Latium.    The  dinner  on  the 
grafs,  and  the  prophecy  of  famine  turned  into  a  jefl.    He  fends  ambafla- 
dors  to  Latinus,  whofe  palace  is  defcribed.    The  embafly  is  received  in  a 
friendly  manner.    Juno,  enraged,  calls  the  aflaflance  of  the  fiends,  and  the 
truce  is  broken,    ^neas,  admonifhed  in  a  dream,  feeks  the  aid  of  £van- 
dcr.    The  voyage  up  the  Tyber,  the  court  of  Evander,  and  the  facrifice* 
In  which  he  was  employed,  are  particularly  defcribed.    In  all  this  there  is 
DO  blaze  of  fire,  no  earned  hurry.     Thefe  are  judidoufly  referved  for  their 
after  and  proper  place.    In  the  fame  manner,  Camdens  lands  his  hero  in 
India ;  and  though  in  feme  circumftances,  the  refemblance  to  Virgil  1$  evi- 
dent, yet  he  has  followed  him  as  a  free  imitator,  who  was  confdous  of  his 
own  ftrength,  and  not  as  a  copyift.     He  has  not  deferved  that  ftucwd  fatire 
which  Mr.  Pope,  not  unjuftly,  throws  on  Virgil  himfelf.    «*  Had  the  galley 
«  of  Serzeflus  been  broken,  fays  he,  if  the  chariot  of  Eumelui  had  not  been 
"  demolifhed  ?  Or  Mnrjlbau  been  caft  from  the  helm,  had  not  the  other 
«  been  thrown  from  his  feat  ?"    In  a  word,  that  calm  dignity  of  poetical 
narrative  which  breathes  through  the  feventh  and  eighth  -flEneid,  is  judid- 
oufly copied,  as  moft  proper  for  the  fubjeft;  and  with  the  hand  of  a  mafter 
charaAerifHcally  fuftained  throughout  the  feventh  book  of  the  poem  which 
celebrate*  the  difcovcry  of  the  eaftem  world. 

END  OF  THE  SEVENTH  BOOK. 
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RELIGIOUS  TENETS  AND  PHILOSOPHY 


OF    THB 


BRAHMINS. 


jLX N  account  of  the  celebrated  fedt  of  the  Brahminsy  and  an 
enquiry  into  their  theology  and  philofophy,  are  undoubtedly  re« 
qmfite  in  the  notes  of  a  poem  which  celebrates  the  difcovery  of 
the  eaftern  world ;  of  a  poem  where  their  rites  and  opinions  are 
neceflarily  mentioned.  To  place  the  fubjedl  in  the  cleareft  and 
moib  juft  yieWy  as  far  as  his  abilities  will  ferve  him,  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  tranflator.  If  he  cannot  be  fo  warm  in  his  admiration 
of  the  religious  philofophy  of  the  Hindoos,  as  fome  late  writers 
have  been,  fbme  circumftances  of  that  philofophy,  as  delivered 
bythemlelves,  it  is  hoped,  will  very  fully  exculpate  his  coobeis. 

▼ou  II.  R  But 


342  ENQUIRY   INTO   THE 

But  before  we  endeayour  to  trace  the  religion  and  philolbpliy 
of  the  Brahmins  by  the  lights  of  antiquity,  and  the  concurrent 
teftimony  of  the  moft  learned  travellers  who  haye  vifited  India 
fince  the  difcoyery  of  that  country  by  the  hero  of  the  Lufiad,  it 
will  not  be  improper  to  pay  particular  attention  to  xhtJxfiematical 
accounts  of  the  dodlrines  of  the  Gentoos»  which  have  lately  been 
given  to  the  public  by  Mr.  Holwell  and  Mr.  Dow.  A  particu* 
lar  attention  is  due  to  thefe  gentlemen  :  each  of  them  brands  all 
the  received  accounts  of  the  Gentoos  as  moft  ignorantly  fidlaci- 
OU8,  and  each  of  them  claims  an  opportunity  of  knowledge  en- 
joyed by  no  traveller  before  himfelf.  Each  of  them  has  been  in 
Afia^  in  the  Eaft  India  company's  fervice,  and  each  of  them  at 
fures  us  that  he  has  converfed  with  the  moft  learned  of  the 
Brahmins. 

Mr.  Holwell's  fyftem,.  we  have  endeavoured  with  the  otmoft 
exa^efs  thus  to  abridge.  **  It  is  an  allowed  truth,  (fays  he^ 
ch.  viii.  p.  3.)  ^^  that  there  never  Was  yet  any  fyftem  of  theology 
<«  broached  to  mankind,  who(e  firft  profeflbrs  and  propagators 
'<  did  not  announce  ///  defcent  from  God  ;  and  God  forbid  we 
**  fliould  doubt  of,  or  impeach  the  divine  origin  of  any  of  them  ; 
**  fcM*  fuch  eulogium  they  poffibly  all  merited  in  their  ^rimitiyc 
"  purity,  could  they  be  traced  up  to  that  ftate.** 

Agam  in  p.  50.  *^  The  religions  which  maniCeftly  cany  the 
<<  divine  ftamp  of  God,  are,  firft,  that  which  Bramai  was  ^ 
**  pointed  to  declare  to  the  ancient  HmJoot ;  lecondly,  that  kw 
<*  which  Mofet  was  deftined  to  deliver  to  the  aneieat  Hdnw  \ 
<*  and  thirdly,  that  which  Cbnfi  was  delegated  to  preach  to  the 
*<  latter  Jvm  and  GaitUes,  or  the  P^m  world.'' 

The 
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The  divine  ceconomy  of  thefe  different  reyelations  is  thus  ac- 
counted for  by  our  author.  **  Let  us  fee  how  far  the  (imilitude 
<<  of  dodrines»  (p.  72.)  preached  fiift  by  Bramab^  and  after- 
«  wards  Cbrifiy  at  the  diftindt  period  of  above  3000  yearsy  cof- 
'<  roborate  our  concluiions  \  if  they  mutually  fupport  eachother^ 
^  it  amounts  to  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  both.  Bramah 
^  preached  the  exiftence  of  onb  onlv,  eternal  God,  his 
**  firft  created  angelic  being,  Birmah,  BtfinoOf  SiA,  and 
^  Moifafoor ;  the  pure  gofpel  difpenfation  teaches  one  onlt 
^  eternal  God,  his  firft  begotten  of  the  fiither  Christ  ;  the 
<<  angelic  beings  Gahrulf  Mkha^ly  and  Satan^  all  thefe  corre- 
'*  (ponding  under  different  names  minutely  with  each  other,  in 
**  their  relpe^ve  dignities,  fun^ions  and  chara^ers.  Birmai  is 
<*  made  prince  and  governor  of  all  the  angelic  bands,  and  the 
<*  occaiional  vicegerent  of  the  aemal  one  ;  Chrift  is  invefted  with 
'*  aU  power  by  the  Father ;  Birmah  is  deftined  to  works  of 
*^  power  and  glory,  fo  is  Chrtfi;  Bifinoo  to  adts  of  benevolence, 
**  lb  is  Gabriel;  Sieb  to  ads  of  terror  and  deftrudtion,  fo  is 
**  Michael — ^Moifafoor  is  reprcfented  as  a  prime  angel,  and  the 
**  inftigator  and  leader  of  the  revolt  in  heaven,  fb  is  the  Satan 
'<  of  the  gofpel." — ^After  much  more  in  this  ftrain  our  author 
adds,  **  It  is  no  violence  to  faith  (p.  80.)  if  we  believe  that 
'^  Birmah  and  Chrift  is  'one  and  the  fame  individual  coeleftial 
**  being,  the  firft  begotten  of  the  Father,  who  had  moft  pro- 
<<  bably  appeared  at  different  periods  of  time,  in  ^Jlant  parts  of 
'*  the  earth,  under  various  mortal  forms  of  humanity  and  deno- 
**  minations." — ^Having  thus  fecn  who  Birmah  is,  we  now  pro- 
ceed to  our  author's  accoimt  of  the  fcriptures  which  he  deli- 
Tcred  to  mankind.  Chrift,  he  tells  us,  (p.  9o.}  ftyled  Birmah 
R  2  by 
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by  the  Eafterns,  delirered  the  great  primitive  truths  to  man  at 
his  creation  :  but  theie  truths  being  e£&ced  by  time  and  the  in- 
duftrious  influence  of  Satan,  a  written  record  became  neceflaryv 
and  Bramah  accordingly  gare  the  Shaftab.  Tliis  we  are  told, 
(ch.  iv.  p.  12.)  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  age  (or 
world)  when  Bramah  having  affunied  the  homau  form,  and  the 
government  of  Indoftan,  tranflated  the  Cbaiah  Bbade  Sba/lah 
from  the  language  of  angels>  into  the  Sbanjcrii^  a  tongue  at  that 
time  univerfally  known  in  India.  **  Thefe  Jcnfiuret^  fap  oar 
author,  (ch.  viii#  p^  71.)  contain,  to  a  moral  certainty  the  ori- 
ginal dodhines,  and  terms  of  reftoration,  delivered  firom  God 
himfelf  by  the  mouth  of  his  firft  created  Birmah  to  mankind  at 
his  firft  creation  in  theyerm  of  man.  And  in  p.  74.  tell  us  that» 
'*  the  mjion  of  Chrtfi  is  the  ftrongeft  confirmation  of  the  authen- 
ticity and  divine  origin  of  the  Cbatah  BhaJe  Sln^ah  of  Bramah ; 
the  do&ines  of  both,  according  to  our  author,  being  originally 
the  fame* 

We  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  fyftem  which  Mr. 
H.  has  laid  before  the  public  as  the  pure  and  fublime  dodrine  of 
the  Brahmins. 

God  is  one  ;  the  creator  of  all  that  is  f  he  governs  by  a  gene> 
ral  providence,  the  refult  of  fixed  principles :  it  is  vain  and  cri* 
minal  to  enquire  into  the  nature  of  his  exiftence,  or  by  what 
laws  he  governs.  In  the  fulnefs  of  time  he  refolved  to  partict- 
pate  his  glory  and  efTence  with  beings  capable  of  feeling  and 
(haring  his  beatitude,  and  of  adminiftering  to  his  glory.  He 
willed,  and  they  were — ^he  formed  them  in  part  of  his  own  eA 
fence;  capable   of  perfection,    but  with  the  powers  (ias  Mr* 

HolweU 
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Holwdl  terms  it)  of  imperfedtion>  both  dq>encliiig  on  their  vo- 
luntary ele^on*  God  has  no  prefcience  of  the  adtions  of  free 
«gents»  but  he  knows  the  thought  of  every  being  the  moment  it 
is  conceived.  He  firft  created  Birmah  ;  then  Bi/hiooy  Sub  and 
Moifafoor^  then  all  the  ranks  of  angelic  beings.  He  made  Bir- 
mah his  vicegerent  and  prince  of  all  fpirits,  whom  he  put  in  fub- 
jedion  under  him ;  Biftnoo  and  Sieb  were  his  coadjutors — Over 
every  angelic  band  he  placed  a  chief.  Moifafoor,  chief  of  the 
£rft  bandy  led  the  long  of  praife  and  adoration  to  the  Creatori  and 
the  foDg  of  obedience  to  Birmah,  his  firft  created.  Joy  com- 
pafTed  the  throne  of  Grod  for  millions  of  years.  Envy  and  jea- 
loufy  at  laft  took  poffeffion  of  Moifafbor,  and  Rhaabon,  the  an- 
gel next  to  him  in  dignity.  They  withheld  their  obedience  from 
God :  denied  fubmiifion  to  his  vicegerent,  and  drew  a  great 
part  of  the  angelic  hoft  into  their  rebellion.  God  fent  Birmah^ 
Bjftaoo  and  Sidf  to  admonifh  and  perfuade  them  to  return  to  their 
dnty^  but  this  mercy  only  hardened  them.  The  eternal  Onb 
then  commanded  SieB  to  go  armed  with  his  omnipotence,  to  drive 
them  firom  heaven,  and  plunge  them  into  intcnfe  darknefs  for 
ever.  Here  they  groaned  426,000,000  years.  (See  ch.  iv.  p. 
47.  and  119.)  Birmah,  Biftnoo^  SUhy  and  the  &ithful  angels 
never  ceafed  imploring  the  Eternal  One  for  their  pardon  and  re- 
ftoration.  By  their  interceifion  he  at  length  relented.  He  de- 
clared his  gracious  intentions,  and  haying  given  his  power  to 
Birmah,  he  retired  into  himfelf  and  became  invifible  to  all  th« 
angelic  hoft  for  the  fpace  of  5000  years.  At  the  end  of  this 
period  he  again  appeared,  and  refuming  his  throne,  propofed  the 
creation  of  the  material  univerfe,  which  was  to  confift  of  fifteen 
regions,  or  planets.  In  thefe  the  delinquent  fpirits  were  to  be 
wited  to  mortal  bodies^  in  which  they  were  to  undergo  a  ftate 

of 
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of  piirgationi  probation^  and  purificadon^  and  to  fuffer  natuxal 
crilsy  according  to  the  degrees  of  their  original  goilt.  Bj/hoo  by 
God's  command  created  the  material  univeife,  and  united  th€ 
fallen  fpirits  to  mortal  bodies.  Eighty-nine  tranfmigrations  form 
the  term  of  purgation  and  trial.  Eighty-feven  o£  thefe  are 
through  various  animals,  according  to  the  original  degree  of  tiuw 
pitude.  The  lefs  criminal  (pirits  animate  bees,  finging  birdsy 
and  other  innocent  creatures ;  while  thofe  of  deeper  guilt  become 
wolves  and  tygers.  **  And  it  (hall  be  (fays  Mr.  H.'8  verfion  of 
that  part  of  the  Sbqfiab)  <<  that  when  the  rebellious  Ddiab 
^  (J^^)  ^^^  ^^^^  accomplifhed  and  paiied  through  the  ei^ty- 
'<  feven  tranfmigrations,  they  (hall,  from  my  abundant  favour 
**  fit  is  tie  Deity  nuhojpeah)^  animate  a  new  form ;  and  thout 
<<  Bsftnoo,  /halt  call  it  Gboy  (i.  e.  the  Cow.)  And  it  (hall  be, 
'*  that  when  the  mortal  body  of  the  Ghoij  (hall  by  a  natural  de* 
•*  cay  become  inanimate,  the  delinquent  Dehtah  (hall,  from  mj 
**  more  abundant  favour,  animate  the  form  of  Mhurd  (i.  e. 
<'  Man) J  and  in  this  form  I  will  enlarge  their  intelledhial  pow- 
*'  ers,  even  as  when  I  firft  created  them  free  ;  and  in  this  form 
'*  (hall  be  the  chief  ftate  of  their  trial  and  probation."  In  the 
next  fentence  the  cow  is  ordered  to  be  deemed  lacred  and  holy  *• 

Of 

*  Mr.  H.  tells  us  that  when  a  Cow  iufTers  death  by  accident  or  violence, 
or  through  the  negle^l  of  the  owner,  it  is  efteemed  a  fign  of  God's  wrath 
againft  the  fpirit  of  the  proprietor,  and  as  a  warning  that  at  the  diflblation 
of  his  human  form,  he  fhall  be  obliged  to  undergo  anew  all  the  eighty- 
nine  tranfmigrations.  "  Hence  it  is,"  (ays  Mr.  H.  **  that  not  only  moam«> 
**  ing  and  lamentation  enfue  on  the  violent  death  of  either  cow  or  calf-.- 
**  but  the  proprietor  is  frequently  enjoined,  and  oftner  voluntarily  under^ 
**■  takes,  a  three  years  pilgrimage  in  expiation  of  his  crime.  Forfaking  his 
'*  friends,  family  and  relations,  he  fubfids  during  his  pilgrimage  on  cha- 

»•  f  ity 
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Of  the  fifteen  planets  made  for  the  reception  of  the  rebel  fpi- 
lits,  feren  are  called  lower»  and  leven  higher  than  the  earth. 
The  lower  ones  are  the  regions  of  punifhment  and  purgation  ; 
our  earthy  the  principal  feat  of  probation ;  and  the  higher  ones 
are  the  regions  of  purification,  from  whence  the  approyed  fpirits 
are  again  received  into  the  divine  prefence  in  the  higheft  heaven. 
Mr.  Holwell^s  Shaftah  fays,  that  God,  "  although  he  could  not 
"  forefee  the  effed  of  his  mercy  on  the  future  conduft  of  the  de- 
**  linquents,  yet  unwilling  to  relinquifh  the  hopes  of  their  re- 
•*  pentance,  he  declared  his  will.** — ^The  principal  terms  of  ac- 
ceptance were,  that  they  ihould  do  all  good  offices  to,  and  love 
one  another.     Unnatural  lufl  and  felf-murder  are  declared  as 
crimes  for  which  no  more  probation  fhall  be  allowed,  but  the 
fpirit  who  offends  in  thefe  is  to  be  plunged  into  the  Onderaby  or 
tntmfe  dartnefi  for  ever.   What  pity  is  it  that  thefe  crimes,  againft 
which   ^^  Th*  Eternal  has  fixt  tit  canony*  fhould  be  mentioned 
together  with  the  abfurdities  which  follow  !  Whatever  animal  de- 
ftroys  the  mortal  form  of  another,  be  it  that  of  gnat,  bee,  cow, 
or  man,  its  iptrit  fhall  be  plunged  into  the  Qnderah  for  a  fpacef , 

and 


**  lity  and  abns.«-It  is  worthy  remark,  that  the  peniteat  thus  circumftan- 
"  ced  ever  meets  with  the  deeped  commiferation,  as  his  flate  is  deemed 
**  troly  pitiable ;  two  infiances  have  fallen  within  oar  own  knowledge  where 
"  the  penitents  have  devoted  themfelves  to  tbefervUe  of  God^  and  a  pilgri- 
**  mage  during  the  term  of  their  life." 

f  **  The  obvbus  conftru£Hon  of  the  mouth  and  digeftive  faculties  of  man, 
fiiys  Mr.  H.  mark  him  deftined  to  feed  on  fruits,  herbage  and  milk."  Ana- 
tomies, however,  aflert  the  very  contrary.  And  the  various  allotment  of 
food  in  various  countries  implies  the  approbation  of  nature.  In  the  warmer 
climates  the  moft  cooling  oily  fruits,  &c.  are  in  the  greateft  abundance. 
Where  colder  rc^ons  require  the  nutritive  Jirmgth  of  animal  food,  beeves 
and  Ibeep,  &c  arc  in  the  greateft  plenty  and  perfection;  and  Tea  fiih,  of 

aU 
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and  from  thence  fhall  begin  anew  the  eightynaine  tranfinigratioDSy 
notwithftanding  whatever  number  it  may  hare  formerly  com- 
pleted« 

The  time  which  the  purgation  and  trial  of  the  rebel  fpirits  is  to 
continue,  is  alfo  afcertained.  It  is  divided  into  four  yoguetf 
or  ages,  which  in  reality  are  now  creations  of  the  uniyerie. 
Three  of  thefe  are  pajft — ^The  Suttee  Jogue^  or  age  o£  truths  laft- 
ed  39200y0cx>  years.  In  this  period  the  life  of  man  was 
icx>9000  years.  The  Tirta  Jogue  continued  1,600,000  years* 
in  which  the  life  of  man  confifted  of  10,000  years.  The  De- 
vapaar  Jogue  was  (hortened  to  800,000,  and  the  human  life  to 
1000  years.  The  laft,  the  Kolee  Jogue^  or  age  ofpoUutumf  is* 
ta  expire  after  a  period  of  400,000  years.  In  this,  human  life 
is  reduced  to  100  years,  and  the  man  is  deemed  to  haften  his 
exit  who  dies  under  that  number.  In  the  prefent  A.  D.  I777f 
4877  years  of  this  age  have  only  elapfed,  and  therefore  3591123 
are  yet  to  come. 

When  Bt/hioo  propofed  the  terms  of  mercy  to  the  fallen  fpi- 
rits in  the  Onderai^  all,  except  Moifa/oor,  Rhaabon  and  the  other 
leaders  of  the  rebellion,  accepted,  with  the  utmoft  joy,  of  the 
divine  favour.  Molfafoor  and  his  party  were  permitted  to 
range  through  the  earth  and  the  lower  regions  of  punifhment, 
and  to  continue   their  temptations  *•     BjfinoOf  and  the   other 

good 

all  aliments  the  fliarpeft  and  hctteft  in  their  falls,  are  profufely  thrown 
aroand  the  cold  (hores  of  the  North,  The  Gentoos  who  live  iblely  upon 
rice  and  vegetables,  are  of  all  mankind  the  fecbleft,  mod  ihort-lived,  and 
pudllanimous. 

♦  **  When  we  perafe  fome  portions  of  Milton  i  account  of  the  rebellion 
J^d  expuUioo  of  the  angrls,"  fays  Mr.  H.  "  we' are  almoft  led  to  imagine, 

"on 
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good  sakgthf  petitioned  for  permifEon  to  undergo  the  89  tranfmi- 
gnakmh  and  particolariy  to  become  men.     It  is  thefe  benevolent 

ipiritSy 


*  on  coinpariibn,  that  Bramab  and  he  were  both  mfbu£ted  by  the  fame 
**  iphit ;  had  not  the  ibaring,  nngorernable,  inventive  genius  of  the  Utter, 
**  Inftigated  to  him  to  illaftrate  his  poem  with  fcenes  too  groTs  and  ludieronsy 
*'  as  well  as  maiufclUy  repugnant  to»  and  inconflftent  with,  fentiments  we 
"  ODght  to  entertain  of  an  omnipotent  being  (as  before  remarked)  in  which 

*  we  rather  fear  he  was  infpbvd  by  one  of  thofe  malignant  fpirits  (alluded 
**  to  m  the  Shaftah  and  eliewhere)  who  have,  from  their  original  defe^Hon, 
**  been  the  declared  enemies  of  God  and  man.  For  however  we  are  afto- 
^  niAied  and  admire  the  fublimity  of  Milton  $  genius,  we  can  hardly  fome- 
^  times  avoid  concluding  his  conceits  are  truly  diabolical."—  The  former 
lemark  Mr.  H.  refers  to,  is,  the  fuppofitbn  that  angels  opposed  God  in 
battle ;  any  other  than  an  inftant  a£t  of  cxpulfion  being  unworthy  of  om« 
Atpotenoe.  Milton,  however,  needs  no  defence.  In  the  true  fpirit  of  po- 
etry he  oppoies  angel  to  angel ;  but  thefe  £lri£hires  of  our  author  lead  us  to 
iboie  obvious  obfervations  on  his  account  of  the  GaUoo  fyftem.  God,  he 
tells  us,  previous  to  the  aeation,  fought  5000  years  with  Mctko  and  Kyino  ; 
but  this  is  excuied  by  aUegny,  and  theie  are  only  difiard  and  tumuU ;  and  an 
inftant  a^  of  omnipotence,  it  Teems,  was  not  here  neceflary.  According 
to  Mr.  H.*s  ^viiu  fyftem  of  the  Getdoos,  God  has  no  prcfcience  of  the  actions 
of  free  agents.  To  (bip  the  fupreme  being  of  preicience  g^ves  a  fevere 
Ihock  to  reaibn ;  and  moft  aflnredly  it  is  the  higheft  prefnmption  in  a  finite 
mind,  to  deny  an  attribute  eflential  to  omnipotence  and  omnifdence,  be- 
canie  its  confined  ideas  cannot  f  conceive  the  manner  of  that  attribute's  ope- 
ration. 


f  To  recmale  tbetSvltu  ^•ftuHU  witB  the  liberty  of  volUiom^  has  vainly  £99^ 

ployed  wumy  pbUofopbers.     Freedom  of  cboiee  ba*  been  denied^  and  the  grofi  impiety  of 

fatalifm  bos  by  many  been  adopted^  to  avoid  tbegrofs  abfurdiiy  v/bicb  would  limit  the 

power*  of  the  eternal  mind,     Tetnoibinr,  tveprefume^  is  eajier  than  tofatisfy  found 

reaibn  on  tfnsfubjeSI,     Let  us  remember  our  inteUeSiual pvwers  are  very  limited; 

iei  us  remember  we  caanat  form  tbefcdsitefi  idea  of  the  aft  of  creation,     God  iaid 

let  there  be  light,  and  there  was  light,  is  an  exprej/ion  mofi  truly  fublime ;  but 

it  conveys  nottbe  lea fl  idea  of  the  modus  bow  bis  power  either  a£ted  upon  that  which 

was  not,  or  upon  that  which  afterwards  was.     TVf ,  we  know  we  exifly  and  that 

we  did  not  ereate  ourfdves.     In  this  cafe  we  reffoHsfted  that  we  cannot  comprehend 

the  manner  how  the  Deity  affs.     To  deny  prefcience  to  omnipotent  omnifeience  isjuf  ae 

reafonable  as  to  deny  the  creation.     As  we  readily  refolve  the  one,  let  us  alfo  refolve 

the  other  ^  into  an  attribute  peculUr  to  the  exigence  of  the  -D/iN.    Thisfolution  ie 

,   mt  only  perfe&ly  eafy^  but  the  power  of  creaiionjlamps  the  higbefi  authority  of  am* 

Ifgy  upon  it.     Each  of  the  other  twojolutions^  fatalifm  and  negation  of  divine  prefei» 

encCf  are  founded  upon^  and  end  in,  the  moft  impimu  abfurdity. 
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^nritsy  fay  the  GaUoatf  who  at  dHlisreBt  thnes,  under  the  tsu 
riotts  chancers  otkmgs,  generals^  philofophera,  lawgivers  aad 
pit^hetSy  have  given  (hinxng  examples  of  fortitadei  virtue  and 
purity.  Many  of  thefe  incarnations  took  place  in  the  former 
Jogues^  but  in  the  preient  one  they  are  very  rare  f  ;  the  good 
angelsy  however^  are  permitted  invifibly  to  aiEft  the  penitent^ 
and  to  afibrd  them  fiipport  and  protedioD.    When  the  3591123 

years 

ratkm.  But  the  groflell  impiety  ftin  remains.  TheredotmtSon  of  the  lid- 
len  fpirits,  according  to  Mr.  HolweU's  GmCm  iyftem,  flowed  not  from 
God.  He  is  not  there  the  fountain  of  aiercf .  Theoompaflion  of  the  good 
angels  alone  produced  tlus  divine  favour,  after  the  folicitation  of  416  mil- 
lions of  years.  In  Milton  we  have  no  fuch  abfnrdities,  no  fiich  impieties^ 
» thefe  fuppofitions,  and  aiiertions  oontab* 

f  The  devil  and  his  chiefs,  according  to  Mr.  H.  have  often,  n  well  as 
the  good  angels,  taken  the  human  form,  and  appeared  in  the  chancer  of 
tyrants ;  and  corrupters  of  morals,  <xpWtfipberts  who,  accoiding  to  Mr. 
H.  are  the  dtwWs/aitiful  dept^ie*.    The  great  engines  of  iatan*s  temptati- 
ons, fays  Mr.  H.  (p.  160.  ch.  viii.)  are  the  ufe  of  animal  food,  and  vinous 
and  fpirituous  potations.    *  To  give  the  devil  his  doe,  &ys  he,  it  muft  in 
**  ju(Hce  be  acknowledged  that  the  introdo^Bon  of  thefe  twofrfi  rate  wer 
**  was  a  mafterpiece  of  politics  in  Mtifafitr  or  Sakm,  who  alone  wa#  capa* 
^  ble  of  working  Co  diabolical 'a  change  in  rational  intelleOoal  beings." 
The  fyftem  by  which  fatan  effeded  this  change,  iays  Mr.  H.  was  thas  t 
**  He  began  with  the  prie/fbeoJ,  He  fuggefted  the  religious  ufe  of  animal  fa- 
criiices,  and  of  vmous  libations.    The  priefts  foon  began  to  tafte,  and  the 
laity  followed  their  example.    And  thefe  ivn  vuet^  (ays  he,  are  the  roots 
fix>m  which  all  moral  evils  fprang,  and  continue  to  flourini  in  the  world.*^ 
And,  indeed,  Mr.  H.  is  ieiious;   nay,  he  hopes  the  time  is  near,  .when 
animal  food  will  be  totally  difufed,  and  very  eameftly  he  advifes  the  butch- 
ers to  turn  bakers ;  an  occvpation,  which  he  afliires  them,  will  be  much 
more  agreeable  to  their  bumanity  of  difpofition.    And  here  we  muft  remark 
that  Mr.  H.  tells  us,  <*  it  is  more  than  probable  that  Mpfa  himfelf  was  the 
very  identical  fpirit,**  deputed  **  in  an  earlier  age"  to  deliver  God*s  will^ 
*'  under  the  ftiie  and  title  of  Bramah."    But  whence  then  the  bloody  iacri- 
fices  of  the  Mofaieai  law  ?  Why,  the  anfwer  is  perfe^y  eafy  on  Mr.  H.'s 
icheme— As  St.  Peter  by  his  fiuidion  to  Mil  ami  eat  corrupted  the  puredoc« 
Crine  of  Cbryf  or  BirmaB,  fo  Aaron  the  high-prieft  by  his  bloody  facriiices 
coirupted  the  pure  dodrine  of  Ma/a  or  Bramab^ 
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yean  yet  remaiiuiig  of  the  prefent  Jf^ue  are  expired,  all  the  ob- 
durate ipirits  who  have  not  attaiDcd  the  firft  region  of  purification, 
ihall  be  thrown  into  the  Onderab  for  ever.  The  eight  regions  of 
probation  (hall  be  then  deflroyed.  And  when  the  ^rits  in  the 
(cYca  planets  of  purification  ihall  have  attained  the  higheft  hea- 
ven, theie  regions  fhall  alfe  be  no  more.  A  long  time  after  this, 
lays  the  Sbafiab^  there  fhall  be  another  creation,  but  of  what 
kind,  or  upon  what  principles  the  itamal  9m  only  knows. 

Such  are  the  terms  of  falvation  offered  by  the  Slx^ab  as  given 
by  Mr.  Hdwell.  Almoft  innumerable  are  the  wild,  fanciful  ac« 
counts  of  the  creation  contained  in  the  (acred  books  of  India* 
Some  of  them  are  moft  horridly  impure,  (See  Faria  y  Soujkt 
torn.  II.  p.  4*  c.  i.)  and  almoft  all  of  them  have  a  whimfical 
meannefs,  oi*  grofihefs  of  idea.  The  account  given  by  Mr.  H. 
as  that  of  the  genuine,  infpired  Shq/iah  is  thus  :  '*  When  the 
*^  eternal  onb  firft  began  his  intended  new  creation  of  the  uni- 
*^  Terfe,  he  was  oppofed  by  two  mighty  OJhts  (i.  e.  gUtnts) 
*'  which  proceeded  firom  the  tuax  of  Brum^z  (i.  e.  Birmah^s 
^'  ear) ;  and  their  names  were  Modoo^  and  Kytoo*  And  the 
^  eternal  onb,  contended  and  fought  with  Modo^  and  Kytoo 
**  five  thottland  years ;  and  he  fmote  them  on  his  thigh,  and 
**  they  were  loft  and  affimihted  with  Murto  (earth J* 

Bhrmah  tt  then  appointed  to  creat^  Bi/hoo  to  preferve,  and 
Sm^  to  change  or  deftroy— Mr.  H.  thus  proceeds,  **  And  when 
**  Brum  (Birmab)  heard  the  command,  which  the  mouth  of 
•*  the  eternal  onb  had  uttered,  he  ftraightways  formed  a  leaf  of 
**  beetle,  and  he  floated  on  the  beetle  leaf  over  the  furface  of  the 
^  waters,  and  the  children  of  MoJk^  and  Kyttio  fled  from  be-r 

«  fore 
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**  fore  hiniy  and  yani/hed  from  his  prefence  :  and  when  the  agi- 
*'  tation  of  the  waters  had  fubfided  by  the  powers  of  the  (pint 
**  of  Brufiif  Bi/hoo  (baigfatways  transformed  himfelf  mto  a  migbiy 
**  hoar^  and  defcending  into  the  abyfs  of  waters^  brought  up  the 
'*  Murio  on  his  tufks.  Then  (pontaneoufly  iflued  from  him  a 
**  mighty  tortoife  and  a  mghtyfnake.  And  B't/tnoo  put  the  fnake 
**  ere<5t  upon  the  bach  of  the  tortoife,  and  placed  Murio  upon 
<'  the  head  of  the  fnake.     And  all  things  were  created  and 

"  formed  by  Birmah." Mr.  Holwell  informs  us,  that  all  this 

is  fublime  allegory ;  that  Modoo  and  Kytoo  fignify  diicord  and 
confufion  ;  that  the  boar  is  the  Gentoos  fymbol  of  ftrength  ;  the 
tortoife,  of  fbability;  and  the  ferpent,  of  wifdom.  And  thus 
the  ftrength  of  God  placed  wifHom  on  ftability,  and  the  earth 
upon  wifdom.  But  what  the  beetU  kaf^  and  the  wax  of  Brum's 
ear  fignifying,  Mr.  H.  has  not  told  us. 

As  an  account  of  the  doctrines  of  the  Brahmins  is  a  necef- 
fary  illuftration  of  the  feventh  {iufiad,  fome  obfenrations  on 
their  opinions  are  alfo  requifite.  Mr.  Holwell  talks  in  the  high- 
eft  terms  of  thefe  philofophers  \  he  calls  them  *'  a  people,  who, 
*<  from  the  earlieft  times,  haye  been  an  ornament  to  the  crea- 
**  tion."  At  the  fame  time  he  confefies,  "  that,  unlefs  we  dire 
«*  into  the  myfteries  of  their  theology,  they  feem  below  the  level 
"  of  the  brute  creation."  Our  firft  remarks  (hall  therefore  be 
confined  to  that  fyftem  w^ch  is  given  by  Mr.  H.  as  the  pure 
and  primary  revelation  which  God  gave  to  the  rebellious  fpirits 
by  Chrtfit  at  that  time  named  Bimuib. 

**  The  creation  and  propagation  of  the  human  form,  according 
<  to  the  fcriptores  of  Bramab^  fays  Mr.  H.  are  clogged  with 
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*'  no  ^ffiaikiety  no  huBcrous  unmtelBgible  circum/lancetf  or  huonftPen^ 
**  aes.  God  prerioufly  conftruds  mortal  bodies  of  both  fexes 
•*  for  the  reception  of  the  angelic  fpirits-*— thefe  were  all 
**  doomed  to  pafs  durough  many  fucceifive  tranfmigrations  in  the 
**  mortal  prifons^  as  a  ftate  of  punifhment  and  purgation^  before 
**  they  received  the  grace  of  animating  the  human  form,  which 
**  is  their  chief  ftate  of  probation  and  trial.*'  This,  however, 
without  hefitation,  (the  reader,  we  fear,  will  fmile  at  the  pains 
we  take,)  we  will  venture  to  call  highly  unphilofophicaL  Na- 
ture has  made  almoft  the  whole  creation  of  iifhes  to  feed  upon 
each  other.  Their  purgation  therefore  is  only  a  mock  trial ;  for, 
according  to  Mr.  H.  whatever  being  deftroys  a  mortal  body 
muft  begin  its  tranfmigrarionranew;  and  thus  the  fpirits  of  the 
fiihes  would  be  juft  where  they  were,  though  millions  of  the 
ibur  Jogues  were  repeated.  Mr.  H.  is  a^great  pains  to  folve  the 
reafbn  why  the  fifhes  were  not  drowned  at  the  general  deluge, 
when  every  other  fpecies  of  animals  fufFered  death.  The  only 
reafon  for  it,  he  fays,  is  that  they  were  more  favoured  of  God, 
as  more  innocent.  Why  then  are  thefe  Icfs  guilty  fpirits  united 
to  bodies  whofe  natural  infUnd  precludes  them  the  very  pofEbi- 
lity  of  falvation.  There  is  not  a  bird  perhaps  but  eats  occafi- 
onally  infedls  and  reptiles.  Even  the  Indian  philofopher  himfelf, 
who  lets  vermin  overrun  him,  who  carefully  fweeps  lus  path  ere 
he  tread  upon  it,  lefl  he  (hould  diflod^e  the  foul  of  an  infed,  and 
who  covers  his  mouth  with  a  cloth,  lefl  he  fliould  fuck  in  a  gnat 
with  his  breath  ;  even  he,  in  every  fallad  which  he  eats,  and  in 
every  cup  of  water  which  he  drinks,  caufes  the  death  of  innu- 
merable living  creatures.— His  falvation,  therefore,  according 
to  Mr.  H.'s  Gentoo  fyftem,  is  as  impoflible  as  that  of  the  fifties. 

Nor 
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Nor  need  we  fcrapk  to  pronoance  the  purgation  of  Qnrits,  bf 

pafiog  dirottgh  bratal  fonm,    as  buScraufy  MMfo%iUr.     The 

yonng  of  every  animal  has  moft  iaaocence.     An  old  vicious 

ram  has  made  a  ftrange  retrograde  porgatioD,  when  we  confider 

that  he  was  once  a  lamb,  the   niildeft  and  moft  innocent  of 

creatures. 

The  attentive  reader,  no  doubt,  has  ere  now  been  apt  to  en* 
quire,  how  is  the  perfon  and  revelation  of  Cirj/f  and  of  SitmtA 
one  and  the  fame.  Mr.  H.  thus  folves  the  difficulty :  the  doc« 
trine  of  Chrift,  as  it  is  delivered  to  us,  is  totally  corrupted. 
Age  after  age  has  disfigured  it.  Even  the  moft  ancient  record 
of  its  hiftory,  the  N.  T.  is  grofsly  corrupted.  St.  Paul  by  Us 
reverieiy  as  Mr.  H.  fays,  and  St.  Peter  by  his  (andioa  to  iitt 
end  eat,  began  this  woeful  declenfion,  and  perverfion  of  the 
do^nes  of  Cbf^i. 

A  traveller,  (ap  Mr.  H.  who  defcribes  the  religious  tenets  of 
any  nation,  but  does  not  dive  into  the  myfteries  of  their  theo- 
logy^  **  difhoneftly  impofes  his  own  reveries  on  the  world,  and 
**  does  die  greateft  injury  and  violence  to  letters  and  the  caufe  of 
*'  humanity."  And  here  it  muft  be  again  repeated,  that  Mr. 
H.  allures  us,  that  he  received  his  infbudions  from  fome  of  the 
moft  learned  Brahmins,  an  opportunity  which  he  deems  fupe- 
rior  to  whatever  had  been  enjoyed  by  any  former  enquirer. 

A  few  years  after  Mr*  HolwelPs  treatifes  were  given  to  the 
public,  Mr.  Dow,  who  had  alfobeen  in  India,  publifhed  alfb  his 
account  of  the  religion  and  philofophy  of  the  Brahmins.    The 

fuperior 
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iigftAor  oppbrtanitics  of  knowledge  enjoyed  by  Mr.  Dow  are  thus 
vneatkmed  by  hka£eUi 

Talking  of  the  whole  body  of  modem  travellerty  he  fays^ 
**  They  have  prejudiced  Europe  againft  the  Brahmins,  and  by  a 
^  very  unfair  account,  have  thrown  difgrace  upon  a  fyftem  of  r&- 
*^  ligion  and  philolophy  which  they  did  6y  no  meant  inveftigate." 
After  this  he  tells  us,   (Divert,  p.  xxii.)  ^*  that  converfing  by 
**  aedikttt  one  day  with  a  noble  and  learned  ^ahmin,   he  per* 
**  ceived  the  error  of  Europeans }  and  having  refolved  to  acquire 
^  Ibme  knowledge  of  the  Sbanfcriia  language,  the  grand  repofi- 
**  tory  of  the  religion,  philofbphy,  and  hiftory  of  the  Hindoos, 
**  his  noble  friend  the  Brahmin  procured  him  a  pundit  (or  teacher) 
**  from  the  univerfity  of  Benariiy  well  verfed  in  the  Shanfcrita^ 
**  and  mafter  of  all  the  knowledge  of  that  learned  body/^ 
Mr.  Dow  however,  confefles,  that  he  had  not  time  to  acquire 
the  Sianfenta ;  but  his  pundit,  he  lays,  procured  fame  of  the 
principal  Shqfiersp  and  **  explained  to  him  as  many  parages  of 
tfaofe  curious  books,  as  ferved  to  give  him  a  gemral  idea  of  the 
dodrine  which  they  contab*'' 

Such  an  opportunity  Qifvperior  knowledge  as  this,  is  certmnfy 
Jingular.  But  though  it  is  thus  confefTedly  ^orAu/,  and  entirely 
dependent  on  the  truth  of  his  pundit,  the  claims  of  authenticity 
alleged  by  other  travellers  (p.  xxxvii.)  are  thus  reprobated—- 
'*  They  affirm,  that  they  derived  their  information  from  the 
'^  Hindoos  Uiemfelves.  This  may  be  the  cafe,  but  theycertainfy 
**  converfed  upon  that  (ubje^t  only  with  the  inferior  tribes,  or 
**  with  the  unlearned  part  of  the  Brahmins :  and  it  would  be  aa 
**  ridiculous  to  hope  for  a  true  ftate  of  the  religion  and  philofo- 

"  phy 
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'*  pfa^  of  the  Hindoos  from  thofe  illiterate  cafts»  as  it  would  be 
'^  in  a  Mabommedan  in  London,  to  rely  upon  the  accounts  of  M 
^  parifh  beadle,  concerning  the  moft  abftrufe  points  of  the  chriC- 
*^  tian  faith ;  or,  to  form  his  opinion  of  the  principles  of  the 
'*  Newtonian  philofophy,  from  a  converfation  with  an  Engliih 


Having  thus  eftablifhed  his  own  authority,  our  author  pro* 
ceeds  to  a  view  of  the  religion  and  philofbphy  of  the  Brahmins* 
But  here  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  having  mentioned  Mr* 
Holwell,  Mr.  Dow  informs  his  reader,  that  he  ^^Jtnds  hmfJf 
**  Mged  to  differ  a!mo/i  in  every  particular ^  concerning  the  reSgum 
<*  of  the  Hindoos  f  from  that  gentleman:* 

The  Bedang  or  facred  book  of  the  Brahmins,  fays  Mr.  Dow* 
contains  various  accounts  of  the  creation,  one  philofophical,  the 
others  allegoricaL  The  philofophical  one  is  contained  in  a  dia-* 
logue  between  Brimha  and  his  (on  Namd*  God  is  here  thus 
defined,  *^  Being  immaterial,  he  is  above  all  conception ;  being 
^  invifible  he  can  have  no  form ;  but  from  what  we  behold  in  his 
**  works,  we  may  conclude  that  he  is  eternal,  omnipotent,  know- 
**  ing  all  things,  and  preient  every  where.''  This,  Mr.  Dow  in« 
/forms  us  in  a  note,  is  literally  tranflated,  and,  **  whether  we,  fays 
*^  he,  who  profefs  Chriflianity,  and  call  the  Hindoos  by  the  de- 
''  teftable  names  of  pagans  and  idolaters,  have  higher  ideas  of  the 
**  fupreme  divinity,  we  (hall  leave  to  the  unprejudiced  reader  to 
**  determine.''  Yet  furely  God  is  not  above  ai7  conception.  Nor 
is  his  invifibility  to  his  creatures  a  philofophical  proof  that  he  caH 
have  no  form. 

Narud'i 
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Narud's  enquiries  into  the  nature  of  the  foul  or  intelled^  are 
thus  anfwered: — It  is  a  portion  of  the  great  soul^  breathed 
into  all  creatures  to  animate  them  for  a  certain  time ;  after  death 
it  either  animates  other  bodies,  or  is  abforbed  into  the  divine  et» 
(ence.  The  wicked  are  not  at  death  difengaged  from  the  ele- 
ments, but  cloathed  with  bodies  of  fire,  air,  &c.  and  for  a  time 
are  puniihed  in  hell ;  and  the  good  are  abforbed  **  in  a  participa^ 
*^  tion  of  the  divine  nature,  where  all  paifions  are  utterly  un- 
'*  known,  and  where  confcioufnefs  is  loft  in  blifs."  Mr.  Dow 
confeffes  that  a  ftate  of  unconfcioufnefs  is  in  fadt  the  fame  with 
annihilation ;  and  indeed  it  is,  though  he  fays  that  the  Shafter 
**/eems  here  to  imply  a  kind  of  delirium  of  joy.'*  By  this  unin- 
telligible fublimity  we  are  put  in  mind  of  fome  of  the  reveries  of 
a  Shaftefbury  or  a  Malebranche,  and  that  wild  imaginations  are 
the  growth  of  every  country. 

Narud  then  enquires  into  the  continuance  and  diflblution  of  the 
world.  And  here  we  have  a  legend  much  the  fame  with  Mr* 
HolwelPs  four  jogues  or  ages  ;  after  which  the  world  (hall  be  de- 
ftroyed  by  fire,  matter  be  annihilated,  and  God  exift  alone.  Our 
year,  according  to  the  Brahmins,  fays  Mr.  Dow,  makes  one  pla- 
netary day.  The  firftyi/^,  or  age  of  truth  contained  fiaur,  the  fe- 
cond  three,  the  third  two,  and  the  prefentyv^,  or  age  of  polhiAon^ 
is  to  contain  one  thoufand  of  thefe  planetary  years.  According 
to  Mr.'^ow,  at  the  end  of  thefe  periods,  there  is  not  only  a  dif^ 
folution  of  all  things,  but  between  the  diffolutions  and  renovations 
of  the  world,  a  period  of  3,720,000  of  our  years.  In  the  note 
on  the  Ptolemaic  fyftem  in  Lufiad  X.  we  truft  we  have  invefti- 
gated  the  fource  of  thefe  various  ages  of  the  Brahmins,  and  traced 
the  origin  of  that  idea  into  a  natural  planetary  appearance. 

?oi,.  II.  S  •  In 
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In  Mr.  Dow's,  or  rather  his  Puru^i's  tranflation  of  the  iacrtd 
Shafter^  we  have  the  foliowiog  account  of  the  creation.     It.  is 
contained  in  what  our  author,  p.  xlvi.  calls  the  fhiio/tjplucal  eaia^ 
cti/m,     Nanid  enquires^  How  did  God  create  the  world  ?  and  - 
is  anfwered ;  **  AJSre<^ion  dwelt  with  God,  from  all  eternity.     It 
<<  was  of  three  different  kinds»  the  creatiYe,  the  prcierving»  and 
**  the  dcftru^vc.     The  fii-ft  is  reprefented  by  Brimha^  the  fecond 
^<  by  Bt/ben^  and  the  third  by  Sbibab.  ,  You,  O  Narud,  are  Uught 
**  to  wodhip  all  the  three^  in  various  fliapes  and  likeneifesy  as  the 
'<  creator,  the  preferver,  and  the  defboyer.      The  affedtion  of 
**  God  then  produced  power,  and  power,  at  a  proper  conjundioik 
<<  of  time  and  fatcy  embraced  goodnefs,  and  produced  matter. 
*^  The  three  qualities  then  acting  upon  matter^  produced  the  uni- 
**  verfe  in  the  following  manner :  From  the  oppofite  a&ions  of 
**  the  creative  and  deftru^ve  quality  in  matter,  (elf-motion  firft 
'^  arofe.  •   Self-motion  was  of  three  kinds ;  the  firft  inclining  to 
^*  plafticity,  the  fecond  to  difcord,  and  the  third  to  reft.     The 
**  difcordant  adlions  then  produced  the  akafh,  which  invifible 
**  element  poffefled  the  quality  of  conveying  found ;  it  produced 
**  air,  a  palpable  element ;  fire,  a  vifible  element ;  water,  a  fluid 
**  element  j  and  earth,  a  folid  element." 

Such  is  the  pbilofiphical  cofmogony,  placed  by  Mr.  Dow,  but 
for  what  reafon  we  cannot  difcover,  in  oppofition  to  the  aUegorkal 
accounts  which  the  Brahmins  give  of  the  creation. 

The  Shafters,  according  to  Mr.  Dow,  are  divided  into  four 
bedas,  (i.  e.  the  bhadei  rf  Mr.  H.)  The  firft,  he  fays,  treats 
principally  of  the  fcience  of  divination  ;  the  fecond,  of  religious 
and  moral  duties  \  the  third,  .of  the  ntes  of  religion,  facrifices, 

penance?. 
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pcosukcesy  &c.  and  the  fourth,  ^f  the  knowledge  of  the  good  beiqg, 
aod  contains  the  whole  fcience  of  theology  and  metaphyfical  phi* 
lofophy. 

And  thus  the  Brahmins  avow,  and  their  facred  books  contain^ 
that  mofl-  defpicable  of  all  preteniions  to  learning,  judicial  ajftro- 
kgy ;  thai  mother  of  fuperftition  in  every  country,  that  engine 
of  Ttllany,  by  which  the  philofophers  of  India,  and  the  gypfies  of 
England,  impofe  on  the  credulous  and  ignorant.  **  When  a 
I  «  child  i»  bom,  fays  Mr.  Dow,  p.  xxxiii.  fome  of  the  Brahmins 

**  are  called  $  they  pretend,  from  the  horofcope  of  his  nativity* 
**  to  foretell  his  future  fortune,  by  means  of  fome  aflrological  ta- 
**  Ues  of  which  they  are  pofTefled.''  They  then  tie  a  ftring, 
called  the  zinar,  round  his  neck,  which  all  the  Hindoos  wear^ 
&ys  our  author,  by  way  of  charm  or  amulet* 

That  the  Gentoos  are  divided  into  two  great  fedts  is  confeiTed) 
though  differently  accounted  for,  by  both  Mr.  Holwell  and  Mr. 
Dow.  By  the  latter  they  are  diflinguifhed  as  the  followers  of 
the  Bedang,  the  moft  ancient ;  and  the  Neadir/m^  a  laUr  ShafUr. 
This,  which  by  its  followers  is  held  as  facred,  is  faid  to  have  been 
written,  fays  our  author,  by  a  ^  philofopher,  called  Goutam,  near 
*^  400  years  ago.'*  As  a  fpecimen  of  this  moft  abftrufe  met^- 
phyfician,  take  the  following : — Five  things  mufk  of  neceffity  be 
eternal,  firil,  the /imim  auimoy  or  the  great  fmd^  which  is  imma- 
terial, oninifcient,,6cc.  the  iecond,  the  jive  aUinuit  or  the  tdfalfiul; 
the  third,  time  or  duration ;  the  fourth,  fpace  or  extenfion ;  the 
fifth,  the  akafh,  or  heavenly  element,  <*  wliich  GUs  up  the  vacuum 
"  or  fpace,  and  is  compounded  of  purmans  or  quantities  infinitely 

S  2  «  fmall, 
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"  fmall,  indivifibley  and  perpetual.  God,  fays  he,  can  neither 
^  make  nor  annihilate  thefe  atoms,  on  account  of  the  love  whichr 
**  he  bears  to  them,  and  the  neceflity  of  their  exigence ;  but  they 
'*  are  in  other  refpedls  totally  fubfervient  to  his  pleafure/' 

Not  to  be  tedious,  we  (hall  only  look  fnto  this  metaphyfical  la«- 
byrinth.  Goutara  fuppofes  the  vital  (bul  is  material,  fays  Mr.  D. 
by  giving  it  the  following  properties,  number^  quantsiyf  motion, 
contra(ftion,  extenfion,  diwfihiBiyi  perception,  pleafure,  pain,  de- 
fire,  averfion,  accident  and  power.  How  Mr.  D.  difcovers  that 
Goutam  fuppofes  perception,  defire,  &c.  as  the  charafteriftics  of 
matter,  we  know  not ;  neither  can  we  conceive  the  numher^  quoH" 
tityf  or  £wpbiSty  of  a  Fiving  ibuL  The  akafh,  or  atoms,  which 
God  can  neither  make  nor  deftroy,  were  formed  by  him  into  the 
feeds  of  all  productions,  when  jiw  atitma^  or  the  vital  foo}  aifo- 
cir.ting  with  them,  animals  and  plants  were  produced.  Apd  thus 
the  greateft  a^  of  creation  is  afcribed  to  five  atttnuif  a  principle 
or  quality  which  God  did  not  produce.  <*  The  fame  vital  ibul, 
fays  Goutam,  which  before  aflbciated  with  the  atom  of  an  animal, 
may  afterwards  aflbciate  with  the  ahm  of  a  man  ;*'  the  fuperiority 
of  man  confHBng  only  in  his  finer  organization.  **  The  follow- 
**  ers  of  the  Bedang,**  fays  Mr.  Dow,  **  affirm,  that  there  is  no 
**  foul  in  the  univerfe  but  God ;  the  fe^  of  KeaSrfem  ftrenuouHy 
'*  hold  that  there  is,  as  they  cannot  conceive  that  God  can  be 
*<  fubjed  to  fuch  affe^ons  and  paffions  as  they  feel  in  their  own 
«  minds,  or  that  he  can  poffiMy  have  a  propenfity  to  evil.**  That 
is,  in  plain  words,  fome  do,  and  fome  do  not,  think  themfelves  to 
be  God.  Wherefore,  according  to  Goutam,  the  author  of  the 
humbler  fedl,  the  vital  foul  is  the  fource  of  evil,  and  is  of  neceffity, 

coeteraal 
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•coeternal  with  the  eternal  mind.  But  the  neceffity  oi  the  cocter- 
Aity  of  the  nsUdfouly  is  as  unphilofophical,  we  apprehend^  as  the 
rouch^/fnor  agency  afcribed  to  it  by  Goulam,  in  the  work  of 
creation,  is  blafphemous  and  abfurd.  Yet  Mr.  D.  has  told  us, 
j>.  Ixxvi.  that  the  Hindoo  dodhine,  while  it  teaches  the  pureft 
morals,  is  fyftematically  formed  on  philofophical  opinions. 

Gotttam,  fays  Mr.  Dow^  admits  a  particular  proyidence.  Billt, 
•**  though  he  cannot  deny  the  poiEbility  of  its  exiftence,"  fays  our 
author,  *<  without  diveiHng  God  of  his  omnipotence,  he  fuppofes 
^^  that  the  Deity  never  exerts  that  power,  bat  that  he  remains  in 
^*  eternal  reft,  taking  no  concern,  neither  in  human  affairs^  nor  in 
'*«  .the  courfe  of  the  operations  of  nature." 

This  may  be  called  philofophy,  but  (iirely  this  article  in  the 

creed  of  Gouum,  is  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  religion,  the 

philofophical  definition  of  which  is  certainly  thus  .*  Aftud  depen^ 

dence  on  the  Creator,  Jimllar  to  that  of  a  child  noho  Jincerely  itnfha 

Mo  render  Inmfelf  acceptable  to  his  father^ 

'^  The  learned  Brahmins,  fays  Dow,  with  one  voice,  deny 
'^  the  exiilence  of  inferior  divinities.  Their  polytheifm  is  only 
*'  a  fymbolical  worfhip  of  the  divine  attributes,  and  it  is  much  to 
*'  be  doubted,  whether  the  want  of  revelation  and  philofophy, 
**  thofe  neceflary  purifiers  of  religion,  ever  involved  any  nation 
*^  in  grofs  idolatry,  as  many  ignorant  %ealote  have  pretended.'* 
•  •  .  .  **  Under  the  name  of  Bnmha,  they  worfhip  the 
*<  wifdom  and  creative  power  of  God ;  under  th^  appellation  of 
*'  Bifhen,  his  providential  and  preferving  quality ;  and  under  that 
<*  of  Shibah,  that  attribute  which  tends  to  deftroy." 

•'  Shibah, 
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'<  Shibahi  fays  the  fame  attthor»  among  many  others,  is  known 
"  by  the  names  of  Mahoiflur,  the  Great  Daemon  ;  Bamdebo^  the 
"  Frightful  Spirit ;  and  Mohilla,  the  Deftroyer." 

The  fame  authority  alio  informs  vs^  that  they  ered  temples  to 
Granefh,  or  Policy,  whom  they  worfhip  at  the  commencement 
of  any  defign,  reprefented  with  the  head  of  an  elephant  with 
only  one  tooth:  That  they  have  many  figurative  images  of 
Brahma,  one  of  which  reprefents  him  riding  on  a  goofe,  the  em- 
blem of  fimplicity  among  the  Hindoos  :  That  they  worfhip  Kar- 
tic,  or  Fame  ;  Cohere,  or  "Wealth;  Soorage,  or  the  Sun;  Chun- 
der,  or  the  Moon  ;  the  deities  of  water,  fire,  5cc.  beildes  an  in- 
numerable herd  of  local  divinities.  In  another  place,  our  author 
confefTes  that  there  are  two  religious  fedls  in  India :  "  The  one, 
*'  fays  he,  look  up  to  the  divinity  through  the  medium  of  reafbn 
**  and  philofophy ;  while  the  others  receive  as  an  article  of  their 
**  belief,  every  holy  legend  and  allegory  which  have  been  tranr> 
**  mitted  down  from  antiquity."  He  confefTes  alfo,  the  groffnefs 
of  the  vulgar  of  all  countries,  who  cannot  comprehend  abflradb 
fubjedls.  Nay,  he  fays,  it  cannot  be  denied,  p.  xlix.  but  that  the 
more  ignorant  Hindoos  do  believe  in  the  exigence  of  their  infe- 
rior divinities,  '*  in  the  fame  manner  that  Chriilians  do  in  angels." 
Yet,  along  with  all  tliis,  Mr.  JD.  is  feveral  times  offended  with  the 
charge  of  idolatry  brought  againil  the  Brahmins.  Fearlefs, 
however,  of  the  name  of  ignorant  zeaiotf  we  will  not  fcruple  to 
afTert,  that  the  refined  opinions  of  a  very  few,  ought  by  no  means 
to  fix  the  chara<fteriftic  of  the  religion  of  any  country.  To  call 
the  obvious  idolatry  of  India  only  a  fymbolical  worfhip  of  the 
Pivine  attributes,  is  only  to  prefent  to  us  a  fpecious  fhadow  which 

wiU 
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will  dilperfe  and  evanifli,  as  foon  as  the  light  of  juft  examination 
fhines  upon  tL 

That  the  polytheifin  of  Egypt,  the  worfhip  of  dogs»  crocodiles, 
and  onions,  was  only  a  fymbolical  woHhip  of  the  divine  attri- 
bates,  has  been  often  (aid,  and  with  eqoal  juftice.  For  our  part 
ve  can  diftingoiih  no  difference  between  the  worfhip  of  Janus 
with  two  faces,  or  of  Brahma  with  four.  The  philofbphers  of 
Rome  were  as  able  to  allegorife  as  thofe  of  India.  The  apology 
for  the  idolatry  of  the  Brahmins  is  applicable  to  that  of  every  na- 
tion, and,  as  an  argument,  falls  nothing  fhort  of  that  of  a  learned 
Arab,  who  about  the  eleventh  century,  wrote  a  treatife  to  prore 
that  there  never  was  fuch  a  thing  as  idolatry  in  the  world ;  for, 
every  man,  he  faid,  intended  to  worfhip  fome  attribate  of  the  divi<< 
nity,  which  he  believed  to  refide  in  his  idoL 

Nor  is  a  fentiment  of  Mr.  Dow  inapplicable  to  this :  **  Let  ut 
^  reft  aflured,  fays  he,  that  whatever  the  exUnud  aremonm  of  re- 
**  ligion  may  be,  the  felf«fame  infinite  Being  is  the  objedl:  of  uni- 
*'  verfal  adoration.''  Yet  whatever  the  metaphyfician  may  think 
of  this  ingenious  refinement,  the  moral  philofopber  will  be  little 
pleafed  with  it,  when  he  confiders  that  the  vulgar,  that  is,  ninety- 
nine  of  every  hundred,  are  utterly  incapable  of  pratftifing  their 
idolatry,  according  to  this  philofophical  definition.  That  the 
homed  Brahmins  with  one  voice  aflert  there  is  but  one  fiipreme 
God,  has  been  acknowledged  by  almoft  all  nuxiern  travellers. 
Xavier  himfelf  confeiTes  this.  But  be  their  hidden  religion  what 
it  will,  the  Brahmins,  in  public,  worfhip  and  teach  the  worfhip 
0f  idols*     To  give  an  account  both  of  the  popular,  and  what  is 

called 
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called  the  philolbphical  religion  of  India,  is  the  paipofe  of  tbi9 
eflay.  .To  abftradt  our  view,  therefore,  from  the  popular  praflice 
of  the  couDtry,  and  to  indulge  the  fpirit  of  enconiium  on  the  en- 
larged tenets  of  the  learned  few,  is  juft  the  iame  as  if  a  trayelkr 
(hould  tell  as  there  is  no  popery  at  Rome,  or  that  the  divine  nii£- 
fioq  of  Mohammed  is  denied  at  Conftantinople ;  becaufe  at  the 
one  place  he  converfed  with  a  deiflical  biihop,  or  at  the  other 
with  a  philofophical  mufti.  However  pleafed,  therefore,  the 
metaphyficiaji  may  be  with  ingenious  refinement,  the  moralift 
will  coniider,  that  the  queftion  i$  not,  how  the  philofopher  may 
refine  upon  any  fyftem,  but  how  the  people  will,  of  confequence, 
pradife  under  its  influence.  And  on  this  view  alone,  he  will 
pronounce  it  reprehenfible  or  commendable.  That  the  religion 
of  the  Brahmins  is  highly  reprehenfible,  every  moralift  muft 
allow,  when  he  confiders,  that  the  moft  unworthy  ideas  of  the 
divinity,  ideas  dcftrudive  of  morality,  naturally  arife  from  idoW 
worihip;  and  the  vulgar,  it  is  every  where  confefTed,  cannot 
avoid  the  abufe*  What  can  he  think  of  the  piety  of  a  poor  fu- 
perftitious  Indian,  when  he  worships  the  great  daemon,  the  de- 
ftroyer,  and  frightful  fpirit  ?  Does  he  love  what  he  woHhips  ? 
And  can  piety  exift  where  the  objedt  of  adoration  is  hated  ? 
Nor  can  we  ftop  here :  The  futility  of  our  refined  apology  for 
idolatry  will  ftill  appear  in  a  ftronger  light.  What  will  the  de- 
finition avail  in  the  balance  of  morality,  when  all  the  inhuman, 
impure,  and  immond  rites  of  idolatry  are  laid  in  the  other  fcale  ? 
Paleftine,  Tyre,  and  Carthage,  made  their  children  "  pafs 
^  through  the  fire  unto  Moloch ;"  and  human  facrifices  have 
prevailed  at  one  time  or  other  in  every  land.  The  human  (a* 
crifice9  of  Mexico,  (of  which,  fee  the  introdu^ion)  afford  the 

mpft 
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moft  dreadiid  example  of  humaii  depravity*  Yet  the  Mexi- 
cans  in  thb  moft  deteftable,  moft  criminal  fuperftitioD,  in  tieir 
awn  way,  worihipped  God.  No  philolbphers  ever  entertained 
fublimer  ideas  of  the  divinity^  and  of  the  human  Ibul,  than  the 
ancient  druids.  Yet  what  Ihall  we  think  of  the  fTicier  Man ! 
A  gigantic  figure ;  the  body,  each  leg  and  arm  was  a  maft,  to 
which  an  hundred  or  more  human  vidtims  were  bound  with 
wicker.  When  there  was  a  deficiency  of  male&dors  or  pii- 
ibners  of  war,  the  mnocent  helplefs  were  feized,  that  the  horrid 
facrifice  might  be  complete.  When  all  the  rites  were  performed, 
the  fublime  druids  gave  the  hecatomb  to  the  Bames^  as  an  of- 
fering gratefid  to  their  gods,  as  the  moft  acceptable  infurance 
of  the  divine  protection  *.  In  the  moft  polifhed  ages  of  ancient 
Greece  and  Rome,  the  rites  of  religion  were  often  highly  im- 
moral, bafely  impure.  To  mention  any  particular  would  be  an 
infult  to  the  fcholar.  Impurities  which  make  the  blood  recoil, 
which,  like  Swift  make  one  deteft  the  Tahoo  fpecies,  are  a  part 
Qf  the  religious  extertudt  of  many  barbarous  tribes.  A  cita- 
tatioQ  from  Baumgarten's  Travels,  as  quoted  by  Mr.  Locke, 
here  offers  itfelf.  "  Infuper  fanftum  ilium,  quem  eo  loco  [in 
•*  E^jpT^  vidimus,  publicitus   apprime   commendari,    eum   efle 

"  hominem 

•  Had  the  great  author  of  the  Paradifc  Loft,  continued  the  vifions  of 
the  eleventh,  in  piace  of  the  far  inferior  narrative  of  the  twelfth  book, 
what  a  dreadful  dirplay  of  the  confequenccs  of  his  difobedience  might  the 
angel  have  given  to  Adam,  had  he  prefcnted  him  with  a  view  of  the  horrid 
facrifice&  of  Mexico,  or  the  Wicker  Man  ?  What  horror  mud  the  parent  of 
mankind  have  felt,  had  Michael  (hewed  him  his  adverfary,  Satan^  feated  on 
a  neighbouring  mountain,  delighted  with  the  yells  and  tlie  fteam  of  t|iefe 
terrible  hecatombs.  But  what  even  deeper  horror  mud  Adam  have  felt, 
had  the  devil  conjured  up  a  philofophcr  to  dedre  him  to  **  rcji  ajfurtd  that 
vubaiever  tU  external  ceremonies  of  religion  may  he^  tbtfelf-fame  inJtnUe  btifig 
it  the  obji^  of  uni'-jerjal  odor ut  ion** 
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**  hominem  fim^hinit  diTiDum  a  integritate  pnecipuam }  eo  qnody 
**  nee  £Biiiittanun  unquam  eflety  nee  puerorum,  fed  tantummodo 
^  alelkrum  concubicor  atque  mularum/'  Decency  will  allow 
DO  tranflation  of  this.  In  a  word,  where  idolatry  is  pradifed, 
whether  in  the  churches  of  Rome,  or  in  the  temples  of  Brahma, 
die  cmfequences  are  felt,  and  a  rtmtdf  is  wanted:  the  vulgar 
are  grofs  idolaters ;  the  wiier  part  fee  the  cheat,  and,  as  the 
human  mind  has  a  woeful  propensity  to  overftep  the  goUen  awwi, 
they  become  almoft  indifferent  to  every  tie  of  religion. 

Though  Mr.  Holwell  and  Mr.  Dow  moft  effentially  difagree 
in  their  fyftems  of  Indian  philofbphy,  yet  they  moil  cordially 
coincide  in  their  opinion  of  the  high  antiquity  and  unadalte> 
rated  famenefs  of  the  Gentoo  philofophy  and  religion,  an  an- 
tiquity and  famenefs  to  which  they  afcribe  about  4000  yean* 
Confcious  that  the  accounts  which  the  Greek  and  Roman  wri- 
ters  have  given  of  the  Brachmanes,  moft  effedhially  refute  this 
famenefs^  Mr.  H.  denies  the  authority  of  diefe  authors,  diough 
he  acknowledges  the  invafion  of  Alexander.  His  reaibns  are 
thefe: 

"  The  Greek  and  Latin  conflruAion  and  termination  of  the 
names  and  places,  of  the  princes  and  kingdoms  of  Indofian^  (aid 
**  by  Akxander^z  hiflorians  to  be  conquered  by  him,  bear  not 
**  the  leaft  analogy  or  idiom  of  the  Gentoo  language,  either 
"  ancient  or  modern."     Vid.  c.  iv.  p.  3. 

But  if  this  will  prove  what  Mr.  H.  intends,  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  were  unacquainted  with  the  opinions  of  every  na- 
tion they  vifitcd,  for  they  alwap  gave  their  own  idiomatic  con- 

ftru^on 
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ftra6^ioa  and  temiinatioii  to  the  proper  sames  of  every  place 
where  they  eame. 

Mr.  H.  denies  ihae  P^nu  e? er  exifted*  The  Geotoo  aanalty 
fae  fiiys,  mike  not  the  leift  mention  of  him.  Camoens^  how 
ever,  ^o  lived  Many  years  in  the  eafty  and  was  09  duped  m^ 
favvTy  aflures  us  (LxS»  VII.)  that  the  warlike  kingdom  of 
Cambaya  claiaied  Fonu.  And  Ferifliu's  Hifbory  of  Hin- 
doftan,  as  tranllated  by  Mr.  Dow,  tells  us  that  Foor^  the  father 
of  Pomsf  was  oyerthrown  and  killed  in  batde,  by  Alexander. 

Mr.  H.'s  third  and  hft  argument,  is  the  (faortneTs  of  time 
employed  in  AUxamda^t  expedition,  and  the  yaft  difficulty  of 
acquiring  the  Gentoo  tongue.  **  Can  it  be  po/Tibly  believed, 
**  fays  he,  that  any  of  Alexander's  followers  could  in  this  fhoit 
<<  ipace  acquire  fuch  perfection  in  the  Gentoo  language,  as 
"  could  enable  them  juftly  to  tranfmit  down  the  religious  fyftem 
''  of  a  nation  with  whom  they  can  fcarcely  be  faid  to  have  had 
"  any  communication." 

But  Mr.  H-  ought  to  have  known,  that  the  Greeks  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  Perfic,  and  the  Perfians  with  the  In- 
dian language ;  and  that  Alexander  found  many  thoufands  in 
the  eaft  who  talked  Greek,  who  were  the  defendants  of  thofe 
bands  of  invalids  who  had  been  left  by  Xenophon.  And  that, 
thus  Alexander's  followers  had,  from  thefe  various  and  nume- 
rous interpreters,  the  beft  opportunity,  perhaps,  which  ever  ex- 
ifted,  of  acquainting  themfelves  with  the  Indian  philofophy. 

Having 
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Having  thus  profcd  that  fome  credit  is  doe  to  the  ancients, 
we  proceed  to  the  Tarions  accounts  they  have  given,  in  which 
we  hope  the  credible  will  eafily  be  diftinguiihed,  from  the  mi£> 
apprehended  and  febuloos.  I%ny  talks  of  men  in  India  with 
dogs  heads ;  others  with  only  one  leg,  yet  JlchUkfet  for  fwift- 
neis  of  foot ;  of  a  nation  of  pigmies ;  of  lome  who  lived  by 
die  finell ;  of  tribes  who  had  only  one  eye  in  their  forehead ; 
and  of  (bme  whofe  ears  hung  down  to  the  ground. 

Cttfiat^  as  cited  by  Pioiiutf  talks  in  the  lame  ftile,  of  ficnm- 
utns  of  liquid  gold*  and  of  men  with  tails  in  India.  Even  in 
Horace's  time  it  appears,  that  thcfaoi  of  Indian  travellers  was 
proverbial : 

^us  loea  fahuioftu 
Lamhit  Hjdafpes* 

Yet  we  ought  to  remember,  that  Fernando  Alarchim^  a  Spa- 
nifli  voyager  of  undoubted  credit,  faw  men  with  taUs  on  the 
coaft  of  CaUfomla ;  and  that  feveral  others  have  feen  men  with 
dogs  heads.  But  let  not  a  certain  living  author  rejoice  in 
AlarchQn^%  authority,  as  a  proof  of  the  truth  of  his  opinion, 
that  the  human  form  had  originally  the  appendix  of  a  pofterior 
tail ;  for  Alarchon  tells  us,  that  the  tails  which  he  law,  were 
dlfcovered  to  be  fi(flitious.  And  we  are  alfo  afTured,  that  the 
dog-headed  men  were  found  to  wear  vizards.  The  Indian 
fountains  of  gold  will  alfo  be  found  a  very  ealy,  though  igno- 
rant error.  We  need  only  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Indian  legends 
of  worlds  made  of  diver  and  gold,  with  fountains  of  milk  and 
oil,  were  miftaken  for  the  natural  hiftory  of  India. 

If 
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If  thde  wild  tales  of  Pliny  and  others,  the  mifapprehenfions 
of  weak  and  ignorant  travellers,  have  difcredited  the  authority 
of  the  ancients  ;  other  ctrcumfbinces  will  prove  their  better  in- 
timacy with  the  Indian  opinions  and  manners. 

All  the  ancients  *  concur  in  their  accounts  of  the  dread- 
fnl  penances  of  the  Brachmanes;  thefe  they  fay,  confifl  of 
fitting  naked  in  all  changes  of  weather,  of  moft  painful  pof- 
tores,  of  fixing  the  eye  all  day  unalterably  on  the  fun  or  fome 
other  objed;  with  feveral  other  circumftances,  which  are  all 
moft  literally  confirmed  by  every  modem  traveller  who  has 
written  of  thefe  philolbphers. 

The  metempfychofis  of  the  Indians  was  alio  well  known  to 
the  ancients.  All  the  Gentoo  legends  mentioned  by  the  an- 
cients, are  in  the  fame  wild  fpirit,  and  fome  even  the  &me  in 
circumftances,  with  thofe  acknowledged  by  Holwell  and  Dow. 
Calanus,  celebrated  by  the  hiftorians  of  Alexander,  told  One- 
ficritus  the  philofopher,  fiiys  Strabo,  that  there  had  been  a 
world  of  gold,  where  the  fountains  ftreamed  with  milk,  honey, 
wine  and  oil ;  and  where  the  wheat  was  as  plentiful  as  duf^. 
But  that  God,  in  punifhment  of  human  wickednefs,  had  altered 
it,  and  had  impofed  a  life  of  labour  and  mifery  on  men.  Onefi- 
critus  was  defirous  to  hear  more ;  but  a  Brahmin  penance  was 
impofed  by  Calanus  as  the  condition,  and  the  Greek  philofi)- 
pher  was  contented  with  what  he  had  heard* 

Here 

*  See  Cic.  Tufc.  Queft.  1. 5.  and  all  Alexander's  hiftorians.  Plin.  L  vii.  c.  1« 
Alfo  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  Strom.  L  3.  Jerome,  and  other  fathers  alio, 
often  mentions  thefe  penances* 
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Here  we  have  indubitable  proof  that  the  ancieDts  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  Indian  ]^iloi€]f)hers.    JeroBie»  (Adv.  Jo> 
viao.  L  I.)  mentions  not  only  the  bumiog  of  widows9  but  their 
ardent  defire  of  giving  this  teftimony  of   affedioii.       This 
cuflom  ftill  continues  as  a  rite  performed  t^on  principle^  but 
the  felf-murder  of  the  Brahmin  phUofophers  is  not  now,  as  ibr- 
merly,  by  fire;  or  at  all  common:   yet  we  have  the  concur- 
rent teftimony  of  the  ancients,  that  on  the  approach  of  diieafej^ 
the  infirmities  of  age,  and  even  in  the  mere  dread  of  calamity, 
the  Indian  upon  principle,  made  his  exit  in  the  flames.     Cioero, 
Tufi:.  Qoeft.  L  5.    And  Lucan,  1.  3.  mention  this  cuftom  as 
nniverfally  known- 
Several  amhafladors  were  ient  hj  a  king  of  India,  a  king  of 
fix  hundred  kings,  to  Auguftus  Caeiar.     (Sueton.  c.  31.)     One 
of  thefe,  a  Brahmin  philofopher,  burned  himfclf  at  Athens. 
His  life  had  been  extremely    profperous,  and  he  took  this 
method,   he  faid,  to  prevent  a  'reverfe  of  fortune.     Amid  a 
great  concoarfe  of  people,  he  entered  the  fire  naked,  anointed, 
and  laughing.      The  epitaph  which  he  defired  might  be  in- 
fcribed  on  his  tomb,  was,    **  Here  refts  Xarmanocbagas^  the 
Indian  of  Bargofa,  who,  according  to  the  cufiom  of  his  coun- 
try, made  himfelf  immortal."      And  it  was  on  the  advances 
of  a  diften^r,  that  Calanus  amufed  Alexander  with  this  ex- 
hibition oi  Indian  philofophy.     And  from  hence  we  have  cer- 
tain proof  that  the  cuftoms  of  the  Brahmins  have  underwent 
moft  confiderable  alterations.     This  will  farther  appear  by  the 
teftimony  which  antiquity  gives  of  the  fimplicity  of  their  wor- 
fiiip.    The  Indians  who  had  any  idols,  are  mentioned  by  the 

ancrenu 
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ancients  as  few  in  number  and  grofs  barbarians.  The  Brach- 
manes  on  the  ooatrzry^  are  commeoded  for  the  fimplicity  of 
their  woHhip.  The  laborious  philofopher  Porphyry,  though 
poilefled  of  all  the  knowledge  of  his  age,  though  he  mentions 
their  metempfychofis  and  penances,  has  not  a  word  of  any  of 
their  idols,  or  the  legends  of  Brahma  or  his  brothers.  On  the 
contrary,  he  reprefents  their  worihip  as  extremely  pure  and 
fimple.  Strabo*s  account  of  them  is  fimilar.  And  Eufebius 
has  aflured  us  they  worfhipped  no  images  f  • 

With  thefe  weighty  evidences  of  the  /rr«a]^W  felf-murder, 
and  fimplicity  of  the  worftiip  of  the  Brachmanei,  antiquity 
dofes  her  account  of  thefe  philofophers.  Eufebius  lived  in 
the  fourth  century;  Gama  at  the  end  of  the  fifteenth,  and 
thofe  who  followed  him  in  the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth,  found 
their  innumerable  temples  filled  with  innumerable  idols  of  the 
moft  horrid  figures.  The  adoration  of  thefe  was  fo  complex 
and  various,  and  their  religious  rites  fo  multiplied,  that,  as  Mr. 
Holwell  confeffes,  a  prieft  became  neceffary  in  every  family. 
The  wild  abfurdities  of  the  Arabian  Nights  Entertainments^ 
fall  infinitely  fhort  of  thofe  of  the  innumerable  mythological 
legends  of  India ;  and  human  depravity,  in  no  quarter  of  the 
globe^  ever  produced  fiich  deteftable  fidlions  of  impurity,  as  are 
contained  in  the  legendary  hiftories  of  the  deities  of  the 
Brahmins. 

Camoens, 


•rfi»  m^tryiiim  Ml  fifMnitvt  ^cnuaa-tf,  OTTE  fiOANA  lEBONTAI— — 

Eofeb.  Prep.  Eran.  tib.  6.  c.  10.  p.  275-  K<i-  P»iC  X628. 
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Camoensy  whofe  depth  of  obfenration  rendered  him  greatly 
fuperior  to  the  impofition  of  the  moft  ^cious  Brahmio»  and 
who  was  long  in  the  eaft,  gives  us»  in  the  precedmg  book,  a 
▼ery  unfayourable  idea  of  the  retigious  woHhip  and  manners  of 
India.  The  ftate  in  which  the  firft  difcoverers  of  the  eafb  found 
the  religion  and  philofophy  of  the  Brahmins,  deferves  very  par- 
ticular attention  :  and  Fariay  Sauza  has  been  carefid  to  give  us 
a  full  and  comprehenfiYe  view  of  the  opinions  which  prevailed 
when  his  countrymen  landed  in  India* 

According  to  Faria,  their  fyftem  of  the  univerfe  is  thus :  The 
heaven  refts  on  the  earth :  the  iim  and  moon  move  like  fifhes  in 
the  water,  from  eaft  to  weft  by  day,  and  by  night  run  northward 
along  the  edge  of  the  horizon,  to  the  place  of  their  rifing. 
And  the  earth  is  fupported  by  the  fnake  yftumta*  They  hold 
an  eternal  fucceffion  of  worlds.  Every  thing  at  the  end  of  thefe 
periods  is  deftroyed,  except  IxorOa  or  the  Deity,  which  is  then 
reduced  to  the  fize  of  a  dew  drop  ;  when,  having  chirped  like  a 
cricket,  the  divine  fubftance  in  itfelf  produces  the  £y^  elements, 
(for  what  they  call  the  heavenly  matter  they  efteem  the  fifth) 
and  then  dividing  itfelf,  the  heavens  and  the  earth  are  formed. 
In  terra,  fimulac  fbrmata  eft,  apparet  mons  argenteus,  cujus  in 
vertice  confpiciuntur  f^  MtHk^  que  verum  Ixoreta  five  Numen  ap- 
pellant, et  caulam  cauiarum.  Thefe,  which  are  worihipped  in 
their  temples,  firft  produce  Ixora,  Bramaif  and  Flfinu^  the  three 
primary  deities.  Some  moft  ludicrous  impurities  follow  in 
Faria.  A  female  named  Chaii  is  produced  by  magical  words 
Irom  Ixon^%  back,  and  thefe  two  burning  themielves  into  dif- 
ferent animals,  beget  the  different  kinds  of  all  living  creatures, 

men. 


BRAHMIN    PHILOSOPHY.  273 

men,  beafls,  devils,  and  the  heavenly  fpirits.  The  amours  of 
£rahma^  Vljlnuy  and  Ixora  are  innumerable.  Their  offspring 
have  the  heads  of  elephants,  goats,  monkeys,  &c.  and  they  arc 
always  killing  each  other  and  fpringing  up  in  fome  new  ch'imera» 
form,  but  the  greater  deity  is  always  outwitted  *.  BrcJ^may 
Vyinu  and  Ixora  pafs  through  many  tranfmigrations,  and  are 
born  as  the  iilthiefl  of  animals,  monkeys,  hogs,  fnakes,  &c. 
yiflnu  being  fpawned  a  fi/h,  recovers  the  law  or  Shajlah  from  the 
bottom  of  ^he  fea,  whither  it  had  been  carried  by  Breniacxemf 
who  ftole  it  from  the  heavenly  f  fpirits.  While  Vlftni^s  mother 
jixoda  was  big  with  him,  the  diviners  told  his  father  that  the 
child  would  kill  him.  Hence  his  youth  refembles  the  labours 
of  Hercules,  At  feven  years  of  age  he  deflowers  all  his  mo- 
tlier's  maids,  is  whipped  for  it,  and  is  revenged  by  a  repetition 
of  his  offence.  Vlftnu*^  exploits  are  innumerable.  But  what 
is  efteemed  his  greateft  a^ion  in  all  his  tranfmigrations,  is  one 
day's  labour  of  the  fame  kind  of  that  for  which  he  was  whij^ 
VOL.  II.  T  ped ; 


•  This  Is  csca^ly  in  tlie  fpifit  of  the  Talmudlcal  legends.  In  thcfc  the 
prophet  or  Rabbi  invariably  outwits  his  god,  and  the  devil  the  prophet, 
E.  g.  David  having  perfoimed  an  adlion  agreeable  to  heaven,  Nathan  is 
fcnt  to  order  him  to  make  what  rcqueft  he  pleafcd.  He  defires  to  die  on 
a  Sabbath  evening  at  fun-fct.  Again  Natlian  comes  on  a  like  occafion,  and 
he  defires  he  may  never  die  while  he  is  reading  the  law.  From  this  time 
David  was  always  fure  to  be  reading  the  law  on  the  Sabbath  evening.  By 
his  life  thus  prolonged,  religion  flourifhcd,  and  the  devil  was  piqued.  The 
love  of  fome  pears  that  grew  under  his  window  was  now  David's  ruling  pa{^ 
flon.  Juft  at  fun-fct,  one  Sabbath  eve,  the  devil  (hakes  the  pear-tree  and 
ciics  thieves,  thieves.  David  ftarts  up  from  the  book  of  the  law,  {^a  the 
thieves  running  away,  and  a  rope-ladder  at  the  window.  David  with  the 
fword  of  Goliah  thinks  to  purfue  them  from  the  window,  but  the  ladder 
was  an  illufion,  and  David  fell  down  and  broke  his  neck.  One  would  think 
a  Brahmin  had  been  the  inventor  of  this  l^cnd. 

\  For  this  ikme  legend  fee  Dow. 
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ped ;  but  which  extended  to  fixteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
eight.  Vtfinu  i»  fomedxnes  reprefented  as  the  greateft  god.  Id 
this  character  he  lies  fleeping  on  his  back  in  a  Tea  of  milk ;  yet 
ni  this  condition  he  governs  the  whole  workL  He  lies  on  the 
finke  AnankL.     At  other  times  Ixora  is  the  greateft  god. 

If  fome  of  thefe  legends  outrage  the  bounds  of  allegory,  part 
of  the  following  is  obvious*     Brahma  and  Vijinu  tnYying*/xora's 
greatnefs,  he  promifed,  that  if  they  could  find  his  beginning  or 
end,  they  fhould  become  his  fuperiors.     Fifinu  turned  himfelf 
into  a  hog,  and  with  his  fnout  dug  up  the  edrth  in  fearch  of 
Ixora^s  feet,  till  he  was  deterred  by  a  fnake*     Brabmm  went  in 
iearch  of  has  head,  but  at  laft  was  diffiiaded  to  def?ft   by  rofes. 
Thefe,  however,  he  bribed  to  teftify  that  he  had  feen   Ixora^% 
head.     Ixora  conicious  of  the  fraud,  fbikes  off  one  of  Brahma\ 
five  heads  ;  and  in  penance  for  this  crime,  Ixora  travels  as  a  pil- 
grim.    He  meets  with  men  who  throw  wild  beafts  at  him  ;  fome 
he  fleas,  and  cloaths  himfetf  with  their  fkins  ;  he  is  at  laft  over- 
come.    Vi/inu  in  the  ihape  of  a  beautiful  virgin  relieves  him. 
Ixora  gets  her  with  child,   and  Vt/tnu  bears  a  fon.     They  quar- 
rel who  (hall  have  the  infant,  but  are  reconciled  by  a  heavenly  ipi- 
rit  who  takes  it  to  himfelf  and  breeds  it  an  expert  archer,    on 
purpofe  to  guard  him  againfl  the  giant  with  500  heads,  and  1000 
hands  who  (prung  from  the  head  of  Brahma  when  cut  off  by 
Ixora. 

In  Farla  we  find  the  fevere  penances,  the  feas  of  milk  and 
oil,  and  the  fanciful  legends  mentioned  by  the  ancients.  Thefe, 
and  what  mythological  reveries  he  gives  us,  are  in  the  part  the 

fame. 
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fame,  and  all  in  the  true  fpirit  of  what  is  told  us  by  our  two  late 
writers.  As  Vyinu  lies  in  the  fca  of  milk,  a  rofe  fprings  from 
his  navel.  Through  the  hollow  ftalk  of  this  rofe  Bramah  de- 
fcends  into  Fj/inu^s  belly.  Here  he  fees  the  ideas  of  all  things, 
and  from  looking  on  thefc,  be  creates  the  world. 

In  Faria  we  find  Brahma  the  creator  of  the  world ;  Ixora  the 
prefedter,  and  FjjTnu  the  governor  of  all  things.  We  find  thefe 
deities  alio,  with  different  numbers  of  heads  and  hands  J.  Ixora 
holds  in  his  fixtecn  hands,  a  deer,  a  chair,  a  fiddle,  a  bell,  a 
bafon,  a  trident,  a  rope,  a  hook,  an  ax,  fire,  a  drum,  beads,  a 
ftaif,  a  wheel,  a  fnake,  and  a  homed  moon  towards  his  fore- 
head. All  this  is  exaftly  fimilar  to  the  accounts  of  Holwell  and 
Dow. 

By  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  the  travellers  on  the  i6th 
and  1 7th  centuries,  that  vileft  of  beafts,  the  monkey,  is  held  in 
high  veneration.  Various  are  the  legends  which  relate  the  rea- 
fon  of  this.     Faria  fays   that   Ixora  and   Chati,  having  tamed 

T  2  themfelvcs 


•  \  Patratali,  Ixora's  daughter,  has  eight  faces  and  fixtecn  arms,  has  boars 
teeth,  her  hair  of  peacocks  tails,  is  cloathed  with  fnakes,  and  carries  two 
elephants  in  her  ears  for  pendents.  Ixora  has  a  fon  with  an  elephant's 
hiad,  has  four  arms,  is  of  enormous  bulk,  and  rides  upon  a  moufe.  We 
are  told,  however,  that  thefc  fiftions  do  not  efcape  ridicule  even  in  India, 
Tiie  writers  who  have  treated  of  the  miflion  of  Xavicr,  relate,  that  there 
are  extant  in  India  the  writings  of  a  Malabar  poet,  who  wrote  nine  hund- 
red epigrams,  each  confining  of  eight  verfcs,  in  ridicule  of  the  worfhip  of 
the  Brahmins,  whom  he  treats  with  great  afpeiity  and  contempt.  This 
poet  is  named  Palcanar  by  Faria,  Would  any  of  our  diligent  enquirers 
after  oriental  learning  favour  the  public  wiih  an  authentic  account  of  the 
works  of  this  poet  of  Malabar,  he  would  undoubtedly  confer  a  fingular  fa- 
vour on  the  republic  of  letters. 
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themfelves  into  apes  produced  one  named  Anunum  on  whom 
they  beftowed  great  power.  Near  the  city  of  Prefeti  was  a 
wood  full  of  apes,  efteemed  of  a  dirine  race,  and  of  the  houC* 
hold  of  Perimaly  in  whom  fome  thoufands  of  the  gods  had  takea 
refuge.  In  the  city  of  Cidambaram,  fays  Linfchoten,  was  a 
ilately  temple  ere^ed  to  one  of  thefe  apes,  named  Han  im ant  : 
(probably  jinuman.  Such  variailons  are  common  in  Indian  my^ 
tbology.)  Being  threatened  with  fome  danger,  Hanimant  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  many  thoufands  of  his  brother  gods,  and  led 
them  to  the  fea  fide  ;  where  finding  no  (hip,  he  took  a  leap  into 
the  ocean,  and  an  ifland  immediately  rofe  under  his  feet.  At 
every  leap  the  miracle  was  repeated,  and  in  this  manner  he 
brought  his  divine  brotherhood  all  fafe  to  the  ifland  of  Ceylon. 
A  tooth  of  Hanimant  was  kept  there  as  a  facred  relick,  and 
many  pilgrimages  were  made  to  vifit  it.  In  1554,  the  Portu- 
guefe  made  a  defcent  on  that  ifland,  and  among  other  things 
feized  the  holy  tooth.  The  Indian  princes  offered  700,000  du- 
cats in  ranfom,  but  by  the  perfuafion  of  .the  archbifhop,  Don 
Conflantine  de  Braganza,  the  Portuguefe  viceroy,  burned  it  in 
the  prefence  of  the  Indian  ambaffadors.  A  Banian,  however, 
had  the  art  to  perfuade  his  countrymen  that  he  was  invifibly  pre- 
fcnt  when  the  Portuguefe  burnt  the  tooth,  that  he  had  fecreted  "^ 
the  holy  one,  and  put  another  in  its  place,  which  was  the  one 
committed  to  the  flames.  His  ftory  was  believed, '  fays  our  au- 
thor, and  the  king  of  Bifnagar  gave  him  a  great  fum  for  a  tooth 
which  he  produced  as  the  facrdi  relick.  The  ftriking  refem- 
hhnce  which  this  fablcLof  the  apes  bears  to  the  Egyptian  mytho- 
logy, which  tells  us  that  their  gods  had  taken   refuge  in  dogs, 

crocodiles. 
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crocodiles^  onionsy  frogs,  and  even  in  cioacisp  is  worthy  of  ob« 
lerration  *. 

According  to  Joannes  OranuSy  the  Brahmins  of  Agra  fay, 
that  the  world  (hall  lail  four  ages  or  woHds,  three  whereof  are 
pafL  The  firft  continued  one  million  feven  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thoufand  years.     Men  in   that  world  lived  ten  thoufand 

years, 

*  Both  Camoens  and  Faria  aflert  that  feveral  of  the  Indian  idols  refemble 
thofe  of  the  Gredkn  fable : 

Here  fpreading  horns  an  human  vifage  bore  ; 
So  frown*d  ftem  Jove  in  Lybia's  fane  of  yore. 
One  body  here  two  various  faces  rear'd  ; 
So  ancient  Janus  o*er  his  (hrine  appeared. 
An  hundred  arms  another  brandilh*d  wide ; 
So  Titan/ s  fbn  the  race  of  heaven  defy'd. 
And  here  a  dog  his  fnarling  tuftcs  difplay'd  ; 
Anubis  thus  in  Memphis  hallowed  flude 
Grinn'd  horrible 

In  the  temple  of  the  Elephant,  fays  Fatia,  is  the  Giant  Briareus  with  bis 
hundred  hands;  PaAphae  and  the  Bull,  and  an  angel  turning  a  male  and 
a  female  out  of  a  delicious  gro^e.  This  he  edeems  the  expulAon  of  Adam 
'and  Eve  from  paradife.  In  the  fame  temple,  fays  he,  is  an  idol  called 
Mabamureii  with  one  body  and  three  faces;  on  his  head  a  triple  marble 
crown  of  admirable  workmanfhip,  exa£lly  refembling  the  papal  mitre. 
According  to  the  fame  authority  Viftnu  having  metamorphofed  himielf 
into  his  younger  brother  Siri  Chriftna,  overcame  the  ferpcnt  Caliga,  of 
nine  leagues  in  length,  which  lived  in  a  lake  made  by  its  own  venom. 
This,  and  the  origin  of  Chati,  afford  fbme  obvious  hints  to  the  invcftigators 
of  mythology.  Tavernicr*8  travels  into  India  ought  alfo  here  to  be  cited  : 
Billnoo,  he  was  told,  had  been  nine  times  incarnate ;  had  been  a  lion,  a 
fwine,  a  tortoife,  &c.  In  the  eighth  time  he  was  a  man,  born  of  a  virgin 
tt  midnight.  At  his  birth  the  angels  fung,  and  the  flcy  ihowered  flowers. 
In  his  manhood  he  fought  and  killed  a  great  giant  who  flew  in  the  air,  and 
darkened  the  fun.  In  this  conflict  he  was  wounded  in  the  iide,  and  feU| 
but  by  his  fall  overcame,  and  afcended  into  heaven. 
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yearsy  were  of  enormous  ftature,  and  of  great  integrity.  Thrice 
in  that  period  did  God  vifibly  appear  upon  the  earth.  Iirft  in 
the  form  of  a  fifh^  that  he  might  recover  the  book  of  Brahma^ 
which  one  Caufacar  had  thrown  into  the  Tea.  The  fecond  time 
in  the  form  of  a  fnail,  (See  Dow*s  account  of  the  fymboCical  refre^' 
fentations  of  Brahma)  that  he  might  make  the  earth  dry  and  fo- 
lid.  The  other  time  like  a  hog*  to  deftroy  one  who  called  him- 
felf  God,  or  as  others  fay,  to  recover  the  earth  from  the  fea, 
which  had  fwallowed  it.  The  fecond  world  lafted  one  million 
ninety-two  thoufand  and  fix  years,  in  which  period  men  were  as 
tail  as  before,  but  only  lived  a  thoufand  years*  In  this,  God 
appeared  four  times,  once  as  a  monftrous  lion,  with  the  lower 
parts  of  a  woman,  to  reprefs  the  wickednefs  of  a  pretender  to 
deity.  Secondly,  like  a  poor  Brahmm,  to  puniih  the  impiety  of 
a  king  who  had  invented  a  method  to  fly  to  heaven.  Thirdly» 
he  came  in  the  likenefs  of  a  man  called  Parcaram^  to  revenge 
the  death  of  a  poor  religious  man.  And  lafUy  in  the  likenefs  of 
one  Ranty  who  flew  Parcaram*  The  third  world  continued 
eight  hundred  and  four  thousand  years,  in  which  time  God  ap- 
peared twice.  The  fourth  world  fliall  endure  four  hundred  diou- 
fand  years,  whereof  only  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  are  elapfed.  In  this  period  God  is  to  appear  once,  and 
ibme  hold  that  he  has  already  appeared  in  the  perfbn  of  the  em« 
pcror  Echehar. 

The  abc^unts  of  the  god  Brahma,  or  Brimha,  and  their  whole 
mythology,  are  inconceivably  various.  According  to  father 
Bobourty  in  his  life  of  Xavier^  the  Brahmins  hold,  that  the 
great  God  having  a  defire  to  become  vifible,  became  man.     In 

this 
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liis  ftate  he  produced  three  foas^  Mayfo,  ^^ftiiu»  and  Brahma } 
the  Bitty  bom  of  his  mouth,  the  fecond  of  his  breaft,  the  thirds 
of  his  belly.  Being  about  to  return  to  hit  inyifibilityy  he  aSgned 
TarioQs  departments  to  his  three  foos.  To  Brahma  he  gaye  the 
ihird  heaTea,  with  the  fuperintendence  of  the  rites  of  religion* 
Brahma  having  a  defire  for  chiidreuy  begot  the  Brahmins,  who 
are  the  priefts  of  India,  and  who  are  believed  by  the  other  tribes 
to  be  a  race  of  demi-gods,  who  have  the  blood  of  heaven  mn- 
oiog  in  their  veins*  Other  accounts  fay,  that  Brahma  produced 
the  priefts  from  his  head,  the  more  ignorant  tribes  from  hit 
breaft,  thighs,  and  feet. 

According  to  the  learned  Kircher's  account  of  the  tfaec^gy 
of  the  Brahmins,  the  fole  and  fupreme  god  Viftnou,  formed  the 
fecondary  god  Brahma,  out  of  a  flower  that  floated  on  the  (iir- 
face  of  the  great  deep  before  the  creation.  And  afterwards,  in 
reward  of  the  virtue,  fidelity,  and  gratitude  of  Brahma,  gave 
him  power  to  create  the  univerfe. 

According  to  the  Danifh  miflionaries  *,  die  firft  Being,  (ay 
the  Brahmins,  begat  eternity,  eternity  begat  TfiUnatf  Tyhhmm 
begat  Tfih^Jdyf  TfchadAf  begat  PviaAfy  or  the  elementary 
world,  Putady  begat  Sound,  Sound  begat  Nature,  Nature  begat 
the  great  god  Tfchatatfcbmen^  from  whom  Brahma  was  the  fourth 
in  a  like  defcent.  Brahma  produced  the  ibd,  the  (bul  produced 
the  vifible  heaven,  the  heaven  produced  the  air,  the  air  the  fire, 
the  fire  the  water,  and  the  water  the  earth.    What  Mr.  Dow 

calb 

*  $ee  Pfaillips*s  coUe^Hon  of  their  letters  pobliihed  at  London  in  1717. 
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calls   the  philofiphkal  caudnfm  feems  only  a  refinement  of  this 

legend. 

This  genealogical  nonfenfe,  however,  is  not  confined  to  India. 
Hefiod's  genealogy  of  the  gods,  though  refined  upon  by  the 
fchools  of  Plato,  is  of  the  fame  clafs.  The  Jewifh  fables^ 
foolifh  quefHons  and  genealogies,  reproved  by  Saint  Paul,  (epift. 
'Tit.)  were  probably  of  this  kind,  for  the  Talmudical  legends 
were  not  then  fprung  up.  Binab^  or  underftanding,  faid  the  ca* 
baliib,  begat  Cochmay  or  wifdom,  &c.  till  at  lafl  comes  MUcacbf 
the  kingdom,  who  begat  Shklnah^  the  divine  prefence.  In  the 
fame  manner  the  chriftian  Gnoftics,  of  the  fedl  of  Valentinus, 
held  their  nMipc/^a^  and  their  thirty  ages.  Ampjiu  and  Auraauy 
they  tell  us,  i.  c.  profundity  and  Clence,  begat  Bacua  and  Thar' 
ihuuy  mind  and  truth ;  thefe  begat  Uhucua  and  Thardeadiif  word 
and  life,  and  tliefe  Mcrexa  and  jitarbarbof  man  and  church. 
The  other  conjunftions  of  their  thirty  Mones  are  of  fimilar  inge- 
nuity. The  prevalence  of  the  j&me  fpirit  of  mythological  alle- 
gory in  fuch  different  nations,  affords  the  philofbpher  a  worthy 
field  of  {peculation. 

Faria  y  Sou/a,  as  if  confcious  that  he  had  tired  his  reader 
with  Indian  legends,  adds  that,  a  concife  view  of  this  monftrous 
medley  ought  to  be  given  by  a  writer  who  treats  of  Indian 
/      manners. 

The  Gentoo  religion  has  a  principal  peculiar  to  itfelf ;  it  ad« 
mits  of  no  profclytes. 


God, 
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God,  they  lay,  has  appointed  different  religions  for  different 
tribes  and  countries,  is  with  the  Brahmin  in  the  temple,  with  the 
chriiBan  in  the  church,  and  with  the  Jew  in  the  fynagogue. 

They  have  many  feafts  and  fefts  which  they  celebrate  with 
many  extravagant  rites.  In  commemoration  of  the  death  of  a 
martyr,  fays  Mr.  Dow,  **  Some  of  the  vulgar  on  the  faft  of 
**  Oppofs,  fofpend  themfelves  on  iron  hooks,  by  the  flefh  of  the 
*•  ihoidder  blade,  to  the  end  of  a  beam.  This  beam  runs  round 
"  with  great  velocity,  upon  a  pivot,  on  the  head  of  a  high  pole. 
**  The  enthufiafl  not  only  feems  infenfible  of  pain,  but  very  often 
**  blows  a  trumpet  as  he  is  whirled  round  above,  and  at  certain 
*^  intervals  iings  a  fbng  to  the  gaping  multitude  below,  who  very 
**  much  admire  his  fortitude  and  devotion." 

The  Gentoos  have  a  particular  veneration,  fays  Mr.  Holwell, 
for  the  numbers  one  and  three.  But  of  this  fee  a  note  in  Lu- 
£adX. 

The  Brahmin  idea  of  a  future  ftate  of  retribution  is  ftrangely 
ambiguous.  Of  the  human  foul  they  fay,  that  after  various 
tranfmigrations  and  purifications,  it  fhall  be  abforbed  in  the  deity 
and  confcioufnefs  loft  in  blifs.  By  this  unintelligible  fublimity, 
we  are  put  in  mind  of  fome  of  the  reveries  of  a  Shaftefbury  or  a 
Malcbranche ;  but  wild  imaginations  are  the  growth  of  every 
country. 

The  dreadful  penances  of  the  Brahmins  ftill  continue.  Thefe 
they  efteem  as  the  certain  means  of  purification  from  fin.     Many 

rituals 
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rituals  are  alfo  believed  to  confer  holioefs.  Of  thefe»  immerfion 
in  the  river  Ganges,  axui  iprinklings  of  cow  dungy  are  venerated 
as  peculiarly  cfHcacious.  Yet  alteratioQ  of  hearty  repeotaoccy  or 
abhorrence  of  moral  turpitudey  appear  to  be  no  conditicms  of 
this  purification.  However  a  few  individttdfy  whofe  ideas 
have  been  improved  by  converiation  with  Europeaosy  may  gk»& 
and  refine ;  that  grofs  ignorance  of  moral  philoibphyy  which  has 
no  idea  of  mond  turpitude,  is  the  jnft  charader  of  Brahmin 
piety.  Nor  has  their  boafted  phtlofophy  been  able  to  perceive 
the  immorality  of  their  penancety  and  of  committing  fetf-mur- 
der  as  the  certain  pa^iort  to  heavto.  What  can  the  tnie  mort- 
]i&.  think  of  the  Indian,  whoy  upon  religious  princ^es,  drowps 
himfelf  in  the  Gangesy  or  throws  himfelf  under  the  wheels  of  his 
pagod's  chariot,  to  be  crufhed  to  death  by  the  holy  load  ?  The 
duties  we  owe  to  our  relatives  in  particular,  and  to  fbciety  in  ge- 
neral, the  author  of  nature  has  impofed  upon  us  by  an  indiipenfa- 
ble  canon.  Yet  thefe  dudes  by  the  pious  fuicide  are  rdu&d  on 
the  principles  of  the  weakeft  (uperfHtion.  Nor  can  the  QK>ralift 
view  the  dreadfiil  aufterities  to  which  the  Brahmin  philofophers 
fubmit  themfelves  in  any  other  light.  He  who  fixes  his  eyes  on 
his  nofe  till  he  can  fee  in  no  other  direction  ;  he  who  clenches  his 
fi{b  till  the  nails  grow  out  at  th^  back  of  his  hand ;  and  he  who 
twifls  his  neck  about,  till  his  face  is  fixed  unalterably  backward  $ 
(three  modes  of  penance  mentioned  by  Mr.  Dow)  and  he  who 
drowns  himfelf  at  once,  equally  incapaqitate  themielves  for  the  du- 
ties of  fociety. 

And  not  only  the  millions  who  thus  do  idle  penance,  but  nu- 
merous feds  of  pilgrims  alio,  ar^  fnere  burdens  vpon  the  induA 

trious. 
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tnous*  The  Fakiers  are  very  oumerous.  Thefe,  according  to 
Mr.  Dow,  are  a  iet  of  fturdy  beggars,  who  admit  aay  ruffian  of 
good  parts,  to  join  them ;  and,  under  pretence  of  religious  pil- 
grimages, ramble  about  in  armies  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men. 
The  country  people  fly  before'  them,  leaving  their  goods  and  their 
wives,  (who  efteem  it  a  holinefs  to  be  embraced  l^  a  Fakier)  to 
the  mercy  and  lufl  of  thefe  villians.  The  prayers  of  a  Fakier 
^e  highly  efteemed,  and  often  implored,  in  cafes  of  fterility. 
The  wife  and  the  Fakier  retire  together  to  prayer,  a  fignal  is  left 
that  the  Fakier  is  with  the  lady,  and  a  found  drubbing  is  the 
reward  fhould  the  hufband  dare  to  interrupt  their  devotion^  *. 

The  city  of  Benaris  is  the  great  feminary  of  the  Brahmin 
learning.  Modem  travellers  have  called  it  an  univerfity.  Here 
the  Gentoos  ftudy  divinatton^  and  fuch  kind  of  philofophy^  as 
Meflrs.  H.  and  D.  have  laid  before  us. 

Poftellus  (de  Grig.  c.  13.  et  15.)  fancies  that  the  Brahmins 
are  defcended  of  Abraham  by  Keturah,  and  named  Brachmanes, 
quqfi  Ahrahmanes. 

Every 


•  When  the  Portugucfc  admiral,  Pedro  dc  ,Cabral,  difcovcrcd  the  Bra- 
ails,  he  found  a  feft  of  rcligionifts  called  Pagu^  who  were  venerated  in  the 
Ame  manner  as  the  Fakiers  of  India.  **  Hi  qwcunque  vatiunt^  fays  Olb- 
•*  rius,  fiammo  omnium  plaufu  recipiuutury  &c."  Wherever  thefe  come,  they 
are  received  with  the  loudeft  acclamations,  the  ways  are  crowded,  verfes 
fung  to  the  mufic  of  the  country,  and  dances  are  performed  before  them. 
The  mod  beautiful  women,  whether  virgins  or  wives,  are  fubmitted  to  their 
embraces.  Opinantur  enim  miferi^  Jt  illos  placatos  bahuerinty  omnia  Jihi  feliciicr 
naitura ;  for  thefe  wretched  igiiorants  believe,  that  if  they  can  pleafe 
thefe  men,  every  thing  will  happen  well  to  them."  Such  is  the  vaft  fimi- 
larity  whidl  obtains  among  all  barbarous  nations. 


284  ENQUIRY    INTO    THE 

Every  traveller  who  has  vifitcd  the  eaft,  MeiTrs.  HolWell  and 
Dow  not  excepted,  reprefent  the  great  multitude  of  the  Indians 
as  the  moft  fuperftitious,  and  moft  abandoned  of  people.  The 
moil  ftriking  particulars  may  be  thus  fummed  up  :  the  innumera- 
ble fuperftitioQS  performed  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges,  afford  a 
pitiable  pi<5ture  of  the  weaknefs  of  humanity.  As  mentioned  by 
Camoens,  (Lufiad  VII.  and  X.)  not  only  dead  corpfes  are  con- 
veyed from  diftant  regions  to  be  thrown  into  the  facred  water, 
but  the  fick  are  brought  to  the  river  fide,  where 

On  beds  and  Utters  oer  the  margin  la'tdy 
The  dy':nj  lift  their  bollozv  eyes^  and  crave 
Sc  t^  P^'/'fg  hand  to  burl  them  in  the  ivave  : 
Thus  bsaven,  they  deem^  tbo  viUfi  guilt  tbeybore 
Urrarpty  unchanged^   tvill  view  that  guilt  no  more. 

And  hence  it  is  no  uncommon  fcene  for  the  EnglilTi  fhips  to 
be  furrounded  with  tlie  corpfes  which  come  floating  down  tlus  hal- 
lowed ilream. 

In  confcquence  of  their  belief  in  the  tranfmigration  of  fouls, 
many  of  the  Brahmins  abftain  from  all  animal  food.  Yet  howe- 
ver auftere  in  other  refpedls,  they  freely  abandon  themfelves  to 
every  fpecies  of  letchery,  fome  of  them  efteeming  the  moft  unna- 
tural abominations  as  the  privilege  of  their  lan^ity. 

The  Gentoo  mythology  provides  every  deity  with  a  (poufe.  A 
god  without  a  wife,  being,  according  to  them,  as  prepofterous 
and  unaccompliihed  as   a  fire  without  heat,  or  a  bird  without 

wings. 

Every 
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Every  devil  or  inferaal  ipirit  has  alfo  his  wife.     Like  the  an-> 

clent  Jews,  the  Brahrains  afcribe  every  difeafe  to  a  devil. '   The 

gout,    fays  Faria,  they  attribute  to  fhe-devils  in  the  fhape  of 

fwine. 

A  fpecies  of  the  ancient  manicheifm  of  Perfia  is  mixed  with 
their  religion,  and  the  deftroyer,  or  the  frightful  demon,  as  al- 
ready obferved,  is  worfhipped  by  the  authority  of  their  facred 
books.  The  firft  thing  they  meet  in  the  morning,  be  it  afs,  hog, 
or  dog,  they  worfhip  during  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Scarcely 
more  ftupid  were  the  Pelufians  :  Crepitus  ventr'u  tnflaii^  fays 
Hierome,  Pelufiaca  reUgio  eft. 

The  horrid  facrifice  of  the  widows  burnt  along  with  the  corpfe 

of  the  deceafed  hufband,  is  peculiar  to  India.     The  opinion  that 

it  was  inftituted  to  prevent  them  from  poilbning  their  hufbands, 

muft  be  falfe,  for  the  facrifice  muft  be  voluntary.     "  The  Brah- 

**  mins,  fays   Mr.  H.  take  unwearied  pains  to  encourage,  pro- 

**  mote,  and  confirm  in  the  minds  of  the  Gentoo  wives,  tliis 

*•  ipirit  of  burning."     And  the  origin  of  it,  according  to  our 

author,  is  thus.     At  the  demife  of  Brama/j'3  mortal  part,  his 

wives  (fo  it  feems  our  angel  kept  a  feragUo)  inconfoliiblc  for  his 

lofs,  offered  themfelves  voluntary  vidlms  on  his  funeral  pile. 

All  the  good  wives  of  the  Rajahs  and  the  Genloos^  unwilling  to 

be  thought  deficient  in  affedlion,  followed  the  heroic  example, 

and  tlie  Brahmins  gave  it  the  flamp  of  religion,  and  pronounced, 

•*  that  the  delinquent  fpirits  of  thefe  heroines,  immediately  ceafed  from 

•*  their  tranfmigrationsy  and  entered  the  frjl  bchoon  of  purification^'* 

The  Brahmins,  iays  our  author,  ftrained  fome  obfcure  paflagcs 

of  BramaV%  Shaftah,  to  countenance  tliis  their  declared  fenfe ;  in- 

ftituted 


2«6  ENQUIRY    INTO    THE 

fBtated  the  ceremonials  that  were  to  accompany  the  facrificey 
and  foifted  it  into  the  Chatah  and  Aughtorrah  Bhades, 

Mr.  Dow  gives  a  very  different  account  of  this  facrificc. 
His  words  are  thefe,  "  The  extraordinary  cuftom  of  the  women 
**  burning  themfelves  with  their  deceaied  hufbands,  has,  for  the 
**  moft  part,  fallen  into  difuetude  in  India ;  nor  was  it  ever  rec- 
**  koned  a  religious  duty,  as  has  been  very  erroneoufly  fuppofed 
*•  in  the  weft.'*  Whence  then  this  late  alteration  ?  The  begin* 
ning  of  an  aflimilation  to  European  ideas  can  only  account  for 
it.  For  furely  it  did  not  proceed  from  any  text  of  their  facred 
fcriptures.  Nay,  a  text  of  the  facred  Shafter,  as  cited  by  Mr. 
D.  plainly  encourages  the  horrid  pradlice.  **  The  woman  who 
**  dies  with,  her  hufband,  ftiall  enjoy  life  eternal  with  him  in  hea- 
"  ven.*'  Feeble  minds,  fays  he,  mifinterpreted  this  into  a  pre* 
cept.  To  thofe,  however,  who  are  unfkilled  in  gloffing  cafuiftry, 
no  admonition  can  be  more  obvious. 

And  nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that  this  facrifice  is  a 
prieftly  inftitution  ;  the  priefts  and  their  fcriptures,  encourage, 
direft  and  attend  it :  it  is  therefore  a  religious  ceremony. 

Yet  amid  all  this  grofs  fuperftition,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  but 
that  fome  virtues,  however  *  obliquely,  are  occafionally  taught. 

They 


•  A  very  pretty  allegory  from  Farias  account  of  the  Brahmin  legends, 
will  be  here  in  place.  "  Darmaputrcm  being  favoured  with  a  view  of  hell, 
faw  a  man  encompafled  with immenfc  treafurc,  yet  mifc ir.bly  periihing  with 
hunger.  He  enquired  the  reafon,  and  was  anrwered,  that  upon  earth  the 
lulfercr  had  enjoyed  thcfe  trcafures,  but  had  never  given  any  alms;  only 

t^iat 
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They  pardcoIaHy  inculcate  the  comprehenfive  virtue  of  huma- 
nity, which  is  enforced  by  the  opinion,  that  divine  beings  often 
afliune  the  habit  of  mendicants,  in  order  to  diftingnifh  the  cha- 
maUe  from  the  inhuman.  The  Malabrians  have  feveral  tradi- 
tions of  the  virtuous  on  thefe  happy  trials,  being  tranflated  into 
heaven ;  the  befl  defigned  incitement  to  virtue,  perhaps,  which 
their  religion  contains.  Befides  the  Brahmins,  the  principal 
fed  of  that  vafk  region  called  India,  there  are  feveral  others, 
who  are  divided  and  (iibdivided,  according  to  innumerable  va- 
riations, in  every  province.  In  Cambaya,  the  Banians,  a  fe<5l 
who  ftridly  abfhiin  from  all  animal  food,  are  numerous. 

From  their  religion  and  philofophy,  thefe  pilots  of  human 
manners,  we  now  proceed  to  the  peculiar  charadtcriftics  of  the 
Gentoos. 

As  the  Gentoo  tribes  never  intermarry,  India  may  properly  be 
laid  to  contain  four  different  nations.  They  will  neither  eat  to- 
gether, nor  drink  out  of  the  fame  vefFel.  The  Brahmins  are 
allowed  to  eat  nothing  but  what  is  cooked  by  themfelres :  If 
they  trefpafs  in  thefe  or  in  many  other  fimilar  points,  they  are 
held  as  polluted,  rejedled  from  their  tribe,  and  are  obliged  to 
herd  with  a  defpifed  crew,  called  the  Hallachores,  who  are  the 
loweft  of  the  community,  the  rabble  of  India. 

This 


that  one  time  by  pointing  with  his  finger,  he  had  directed  a  poor  man  to 
the  houie  where  the  rice  given  away-  in  charity  was  kept.  Darmaputrem 
hade  him  put  the  finger  with  which  he  pointed  into  his  mouth.  The  lutfi  r- 
cr  did  ib,  and  immediately  was  rcfrefhed  by  the  tallc  of  the  mod  excellent 
viands.  Darmaputrtm  on  his  return  to  the  earth  gave  great  alms,  and  af- 
terward for  hU  charity  was  received  into  paradifc. 
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This  prohibition  of  intermarriage  gives  us  a  very  mean  idea 
of  Indian  policy.  The  bent  of  genius  and  afTedion,  as  Ca> 
moens  obfcrvcs,  are  thus  barbaroufly  facrificed*  If  a  nobleman, 
fays  our  poet,  (hould  touch  or  be  touched  by  one  of  another 
tribe, 

A  thovfand  rites^  and  wq/h'mgs  o*er  and  o V, 
Can  fcarce  Bit  tainted  purity  reftore. 

Nothing,  fays  Oforius,  but  the  death  of  the  unhappy  commoner 
can  wipe  off  the  pollution.  Yet  we  are  told  by  the  fame  author, 
that  Indian  nobility  (and  in  Europe  it  is  too  much  the  fame) 
cannot  be  forfeited,  or  even  tamifhed,  by  the  bafeft  and  greateft 
of  crimes;  nor  can. one  of  mean  birth  become  great  or  noble 
by  the  mofl  illuftrious  adions.  But  what  above  all  may  be  called 
the  character i flic  of  the  Indian,  is  his  total  infenCbility  to  the 
.paffion  of  love : 

Lojl  to  the  heart-ties^  to  his  neighbour's  arms 
The  nvliring  hujhand  yields  his  fpoufe^s  charms. 
In  unendear^d  embraces  free  they  blend ; 
Tet  hut  the  huJbaruPs  kindred  may  ajcend 
The  nuptial  couch 

Sentiment,  or  the  leaft  delicacy  of  affe^flion,  have  no  fhare  in 
the  intercourfe  of  the  fexes  in  India.  This  groflhefs  of  their 
ideas  is  indifputably  proved  by  the  very  Ipirit  of  their  laws, 
which  fuppofe  that  female  chaftity  cannot  exiil.  Conjugal  fide- 
lity is  neither  enjoined,  nor  hoped  for;  and  the  right  of  fucccf- 

fion 
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li9A  by  law  devolves  to  the  lifter's  children,  it  being  efteemed 
impon>!e  for  any  man  to  know  which  is  his  own  fon ;  whereas 
the  affinity  of  the  female  line  is  by  nature  certain.  Tc  (bme 
perl^q>S9  the  feeblenefs  of  the  conftitadons  of  the  Gentoos  may 
account  for  this  wretched  apathy ;  and  to  feveral  circumftances 
may  their  feeblenefi  be  attributed.  The  men  marry  before  four- 
teen,  and  the  women  at  about  ten  or  eleven.  Rice,  their  princi- 
pal foody  a£R>rds  but  little  aouriihrneftt,  and  they  are  extremely 
averfe  to  any  manly  exercife.  It  is  better  to  fit  than  to  walk^ 
they  fay,  to  lie  down  than  to  fit,  to  fleep  than  to  wake,  and 
death  is  better  than  all.  The  unparalleled  pufiilanimity  with 
which  they  have  long  fubmitted  to  the  oppreifions  of  a  few 
Arabs,  their  Mohammedan  mafters,  likewife  ihews  their  dead- 
neis  to  every  manly  refentment :  100  millions  enflaved  by  10 
millions,  (the  number  according  to  Mr.  Orme,  of  the  Gentoos 
and  their  Mohammedan  mafters)  is  a  deep  disgrace  to  human 
nature.  Yet,  notwithftanding  all  this  dormancy  of  the  nobler 
paiEons,  though  incapable  of  love,  they  prove  the  pofition,  (for 
which  pliyficiaos  can  eafily  account)  that  debility  and  the  very 
fever  of  the  vilcft  letchery  go  hand  in  hand  *.  Many  of  the 
▼OL.  II.  U  Brahmins 


*  Montefquieoi  ia  enumeratlnghk  realbns  why  chriftianity  will  never  pre- 
vail in  the  eaft,  advances  as  one,  the  prohibition  of  polygamy,  which  he 
mentions  as  the  appointment  of  nature,  and  neceHary  in  thefe  climates. 
Triftram  Shandy  tells  us,  that  his  father  was  a  mod  excellent  fy£lem- 
boilder,  was  fure  to  make  his  theory  look  well,  though  no  man  ever  cruci- 
fied the  truth  at  fuch  an  unmerciful  rate.  With  all  due  deference  to  the 
great  genius  of  Montefquicu,  his  philofbphy  here,  is  exafUyrontrary  to  ex- 
perience. In  every  country,  the  births  of  males  and  females  are  nearly 
proportioned  to  each  other.  If  in  any  country,  polygamy  is  the  appoint- 
ment of  nature,  the  more  athletic  nations  of  Europe  have  the  bed  claim. 
But  the  warlike  iadcpendent  fpirit  of  the  northern  tribes,  who  viewed  their 

princes 
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Brahmins  are  merchants  ;  and  by  every  authority  they  arc  <fo» 
fcribed  as  the  moft  artful,  m6ft  hypocritical,  and  moft  fraudu^ 
lent  of  traders.  To  fum  up  their  character,  let  it  be  added, 
that  the  freedom  with  which  their  friends  afcend  the  nuptial 
bed,  is,  in  matters  of  love,  perhaps,  the  leaft  of  their  unfenti* 
mental  indelicacy.  The  beft  Portuguefe  authors  afTure  us,  that 
the  women  of  every  tribe,  the  wives  of  princes  not  excepted, 
were  free  to  the  embraces  of  the  fandified  Brahmins  j  and  the 
Fakiers,  at  this  day,  under  the  fandion  of  privilege,  fpread  pol- 
lution when  they  pleafe,  over  every  virgin  or  marriage  bed  among 
the  Gentoos. 

And  fiirely  the  warmeft  admirer  of  Indian  philoibphy  and 
manners,  cannot  difpute  the  pi<5hire  we  have  drawn,  when  he  is 
referred  to  Me/Trs.  Hoi  well  and  Dow,  for  the  fulleft  virtual  con- 
firmation of  the  tmth  of.  every  feature.  At  the  entrance  upon  • 
his  work,  Mr.  H.  calls  the  Brahmins,  **  a  people,  who  from  the 
*^  earlieil  times  have  been  an  ornament  to  the  creation,  if  ib  - 
**  much  can  with  propriety  be  faid  of  any  known  people  upon 
**  earth."     But  at  the  end  of  his  Vllth  chapter,  after  having 

nece&rily 


princes  as  their  companions  in  war,  would  never  allow  their  leaders  to  ap- 
propriate eight  hiincircd  or  a  thoufnnd  of  the  fineft  women,  each  for  his 
own  particular  luxury.  Their  natural  ideas  of  liberty  forbade  it;  while  on 
the  other  hand,  the  fla\ilh  Afialics,  wlio  viewed  their  rajahs  as  beings  of  a 
fuperior  rank,  fuhmitted  to  the  luft  of  thcfe  matters,  whofe  deinlity  prompted 
the  defireof  unbounded  variety.  This  hiOory  of  polygamy  will  be  found 
to  be  jud.  Polygamy  is  not  the  child  of  nature,  it  is  the  offspring  of  ty- 
ranny, and  is  only  to  be  found  where  the  moft  abfulute  tyranny  fubHfts. 
Neither  to  the  genial  vigour  of  paffion,  but  to  raging,  irritated  debility, 
both  the  philofopher  and  phyfician  will  attiibute  the  unblufhing  prevalence 
of  fome  crimes,— crimes  which  difgiace  human  nature,  and  which  particu- 
larly charadeiilc  the  depraved  manners  of  the  enfeebled  caft. 
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necef&rily  confefled  many  circumftances  which  ipeak  loudly 
againft  them,  he  thus  charadterifes  the  Gentoos  :  <'  In  general, 
**  fays  he, -they  are  as  degenerate,  crafty,  fuperftitious,  litigious, 
'*  and  wicked  a  people,  as  any  race  of  beings  in  the  known  world, 
**  if  not  eminently  more  fof  efpecially  the  comnjon  run  of  the 
^*  Brahmins ;  and  we  can  truly  aver,  that  during  almof):  £ve 
**  years  that  we  preiided  in  the  judicial  Cutcherry  Court  of 
**  Calcutta,  never  any  murder  or  atrocious  crime,  came  before 
**  us,  but  it  was  proved  in  the  end,  a  Brahmin  was  at  the 
•*  bottom^  of  it  :"  But  then,  adds  our  author,  "  the  remnant 
**  of  Brahmini  (whom  we  have  before  excepted)  who  feclude 
**  themfelves  from  the  communications  of  the  bufy  world,  in  a 
**  philofophic  and  religious  retirement,  and  ilriftly  purfue  the  te- 
'^  nets  and  true  fpirit  of  Chartah  Bhade  of  Bramahf  we  may 
**  with  equal  truth  and  juftice  pronounce,  are  the  purefl  models  of 
^^  genmne  piety  that  now  exift^  or  can  be  found  on  the  face  of  the 
"  earth:' 

This  latter  ientence  founds  very  high ;  but  every  liberal  mind, 
who  has  converfed  with  the  world,  is  convinced  that  worthy 
men  are  to  be  found  in  every  fed,  that  of  the  Indian  Fakier, 
perhaps  alone  excepted ;  men  whofe  natural  fagacity  and  ftrong 
native  goodnefs  of  heart,  are  prefervatives  againfl  ^'t  full  influence 
of  the  moft  pernicious  tenets*  And  thus  Mr.  Holwell,  if  we 
make  a  little  allowance  for  his  moft  evident  partiality,  ends  his 
fuperlative  encomiums  on  the  Brahmins,  in  a  compliment  by  no 
means  peculiar,  in  a  mere  nothing. 

U  z  The 


29S  ENQUIRY   INTO   THE 

The  moft  important  queftion  relative  to  the  Gentooiy  die 
rerj  diftant  and  fuperior  antiquity  of  their  fcnptures»  remaint 
yet  unconfidered.     Meflrs.  Holwell  and  I>ow»  however  oppofite 
in  their  accounts  of  the  Shaftah  and  its  dodrines,  moft  perfedly 
agree  in  afcribing  to  that  work,  an  antiquity  more  remote  than 
that  of  any  known  writings.     But  the  teftimony  of  other  tra* 
teUersy  ere  we  proceed  farther,  requires  an  impartial  exaaunap 
tion.     **  The  Bedang  or  Shafter,  the  facred  book  of  the  Brah* 
**  mins,  fays  Dow,  contains  various  accounts  of  the  creatioot 
**  one  philofophical,  the  others  allegorical.  Thefe  latter,  (ays  he» 
^  have  afforded  ample  field  for  the  invention  of  the  Br^mins* 
^  From  the  many  allegorical  fyftems  of  creation  contained  in 
**  the  Shafters,  many  different  accounts  of  the  cofmogony  of  the 
**  Hindoos,  have  been  promulgated  in  Europe,  fome  travellers 
^  adopting  one  fyftem,  fbme  another/'     By  this  coafeffion,  the 
jarring  accounts  of  other  travellers  are  accounted  for,  and  we 
hav£  already  feen  that  every  fb-iking  feature  of  the  pictures  they 
have  given,  is  mofl  effectually  confirmed  by  Meffi^.  H.  and  D* 
And  thus,  the  accounts  of  the  fuperftition  and  idolatry  of  the 
Bralimins,    which,  dll  lately,  were  unqueftioned,  were  by  no 
means  without  foundation.     And  indeed  it  were  an  unparalleled 
circumftance,  were  the  concurrent^ teftimony  of  the  moft  authen*^ 
Uc  writers  and  intelligent  travellers  of  the  i5th  and  17th  cen- 
turies, to  deferve  no  credit.     Many  of  thefe  were  men  of-  prcv> 
found,  of  fuperior  learning,  and  of  unblemifhed  candour;  and 
for  a  fuperior  number  of  years  than  either  Mr.  H.  or  D.  con- 
verfed  with  the  moft  learned,  and  we  have  no  reafon  to  doubt, 
with  the  moft  honeft  of  the  Brahmins. 


One 
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One  of  thtfcp  Abraham  Roger,  Hved  fifteen  years  among  the 
Brahminsy  aad  was  ia  intimate  friendihipwith  one  of  them, 
luuiied  Padmamiba.  He  returned  to  Holland  in  1647*  wher« 
lie  pafalifhed  his  writings,  which  prove  him  to  have  been  a  learned 
man,  and  a  diligent  enquirer.  Of  his  good  fenfe»  let  one  pat 
Ikge  bear  teftimony  :  **  Can  we  bdieve,  fays  he,  that  there  is  a 
**  generous  fpirit  refidbg  in  a  people  who  for  two  or  three  thou- 
**  land  years,  have  placed  the  greateft  degree  of  fandity  and 
^'  prudence  in  half-ftarving  themfelves,  and  in  depriving  them- 
**  felves  of  the  lawful  conveniences  of  life  ?  Yet  fuch  auflerities 
**  were  the  chief  employments  of  the  ancient  Bracbmansy  and 
**  are  now  of  the  modem  BrabmnsJ*  The  fentimcnt  here  con- 
tained, in  value  of  juft  obfervation,  true  philofophy,  true  piety, 
aad  good  common  fenfe,  is  worth  all  that  our  late  travellers,  for 
thefe  thirty  years  pail,  have  written  on  the  philofc^by  and  reli- 
gion of  India. 

Mr.  Holwell  candidly  owns  that  Bddeut  redded  thirty  years 
among  the  Brahmins ;  that  his  tranilation  of  the  Viedam  (the 
Malabar  word  for  Shafiab)  is  literal,  and  that  it  is  a  monilcr 
(ch.  iv.  p.  33.)  that  (hocks  reafbn  and  probability ;  and  this  hap- 
pened, he  fays,  by  his  not  attending  to  the  allegory.  The 
errors  of  other  travellers,  he  owns,  did  not  proceed  from  miA 
information,  but  from  not  drawing  the  veil,  from  not  pene- 
trating by  the  help  of  allegory,  into  the  true  do6hines  of  India* 
But  this  we  prefume,  in  plain  Engliih,  will  run  thus :  Former 
travellers  gave  us  a  true  ptdure  of  the  popular  religion  of  India, ' 
but  they  did  not  attend  to  the  gloft  and  refinement  of  the  rcclufe 
remaoiU  of  the  Brahmns* 

And 
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And  for  this  very  reafon,  we  judge  them  juft  fo  much  the 
more  worthy  of  credit.  No  man  needs  to  take  a  voyage  to  India* 
or  to  ftudy  the  facred  Shanfcrita,  on  purpofe  to  difcover  how  the 
few  either  glofs  or  philofophize.  He  is  an  idle  traveller  who 
gives  us  the  refinements  of  a  learned  jefuit  as  the  religion  of 
Rome.  He  who  difplays  the  true  charafter  of  it,  will  tell  us 
what  fuperftition  pofTefles  the  general  mind ;  will  tell  us,  that 
fupreme  veneration  for  the  authority  of  the  pope  and  holy  church, 
is  the  only  religious  principle  which  has  any  fixed  hold  on  the 
belief  or  practice  of  the  multitude. 

And  according  to  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  former  tra- 
vellers, tvho  did  not  allegorijey  the  date  of  the  firft  appearance  of 
the  Brahmin  Shatters,  is  involved  in  the  utmoft  uncertainty. 
Mr.  Hoi  well  and  Mr.  Dow,  are  the  two  great  champions  of  the 
opinion,  that  the  facred  books  of  India,  are  of  higher  antiquity 
than  the  writings  of  any  other  nation,  and  that  the  Jewifh  Scrip- 
tures are  founded  upon,  and  borrowed  from  them.  As  each  of 
thefe  writers  decries,  with  no  fmall  contempt,  the  teflimony  of 
every  traveller  except  himfelf,  the  accounts  which  thefe  gentle- 
men have  given  of  the  origin  of  the  Shafters  requires  our  at- 
tention. 

Mr.  Holwell  well  knew  that  "the  books  held  facred  in  India, 
contain  many  of  the  grofTeid  impieties.  He  therefore  owns,  that 
the  Shajlah  had  underwent  two  remarkable  innovations  ;  and  that 
the  Brahmins  "  in  procefs  of  time  loft  fight  of  their  S^tne  ori- 
**  ginaly  and  in  its  place  fubftituted  new  and  ftrange  do<5lrines." 
— "  The  ftedfall  faith  of  the  Gentoos  touching  the  antiquity  of 

«  their 
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**  their  fcriptures,"  he  teJls  us  (ch.  iv.  p.  22.)  is  thus, — "  they 
^  date  the  birth  of  the  tenets  and  do(5trines  of  the  Shaftah, 
*•*  from  the  expultion  of  the  angelic  beings  from  the  heavenly  re- 
gions." That  4877  years  ago,  thefe  tenets  were  reduced 
into  a  written  body  of  laws  by  Bramah^  and  publifhcd  to  the 
people  of  Indoftan.  That  one  thoufand  years  after,  they  under- 
went a  remarkable  innovation  in  the  publication  of  the  Chatab 
Bhade  Sbajiah\  and  that  3377  years  ago,  (computing  from  the 
prefent  year  1777)  thefe  original  fcriptures  again  fufFcred  **  a  fe- 
cond  and  lail  change  or  innovation  in  the  publication  of  the 
Aughtorrah  Bhade  Shq/iab  ;  which  occafioned  die  firft  and  only 
fchifm  ainongft  the  GentooSf  that  fabfifLS  to  tliis  day,  n:i;ncly  be- 
tween the  followers  of  the  Au^htorrah  Bbadc  Shajlab  and  the 
followers  of  the  VledamJ* 

Thefe  changes  of  their  Scriptures,  our  author  afcribes  to  tire 
craft  of  the  priefts,  who  by  thefe  means  enfla\cd  the  ptv;  le  to 
their  own  authority.  The  firft  innovation  was  a  piirjiplir:ii'c  on 
the  Shaftah,  in  which  the  original  was  retained.  At  this  time 
the  Brahmins  appropriated  the  Sanfcrit  charadler  to  themfclves, 
and  introduced  that  which  is  now  the  common  one  of  Hindoftan. 
In  the  fccond  innovation,  fays  our  author,  "  the  original  text  <was 
in  a  manner^  funk  or  alluded  to  only  J*  In  thefe  commentaries  my- 
thology was  firft  introduced ;  the  hiftory  of  their  princes,  num- 
berlefs  ceremonies,  and  new  divinities  were  added,  and  "  the 
whole  enveloped  In  Impenetrable  obfcurlty  hy  falle  and  allegory^  l^yond 
the  comfrehenfion  even  of  the  common  tribe  of  Brahmins  thewfhcs,*^ 
Again,  fays  our  author,  **  the  Brahmins  having  taftcd  the  fweets 
^«f  priefUy  power  by  ^t.jlrji  of  their  innovations,  determined 
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**  to  enlarge  and  eftabliih  it  by  the  promulgatioB  of  the  !f/l- 
*^  In  this  the  exterior  modes  of  woHhip  wese  fi>  multiplied^  and 
**  fuch  a  numerous  train  of  new  divinitief  created— die  daily 
**  obligations  of  religious  duties,  which  were  by  thefe  new  iii- 
**  ftitutes  impofed  on  every  GetUoOf  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft 
*<  rank  of  the  people,  were  of  fo  intricate  and  alarming  a  nature, 
'*  as  to  require  a  Brahmin  to  be  at  hand,  to  explain  and  officiate 
<'  in  the  performance  of  them. — From  this  period,  fuperftition> 
<*  the  fure  fupport  of  prieftcraft,  took  &ft  poffeffion  of  the 
<<  people— every  head  of  a  fiunily  was  obliged  to  have  a  houfic- 
**  hold  Brahmin, — and  in  fad  they  became  mere  machines,  ac* 
**  tuated  and  moved,  as  either  the  good  or  evil  intentions  of  their 
«  houfliold  tyrant  diAated." 

The  fchlfm  produced  by  the  laft  innovation  of  the  Sbqfiah 
is  thus  mentioned  by  our  author.  "  The  Brabmhu  of  Carman-' 
*<  iiell  and  Mallabarj  finding  their  brethren  upon  the  courfe  of 
'^  the  Ganges^  had  taken  this  bold  ftep  to  inikve  die  laity,  let  up 
"  for  themfelves,  and  formed  a  fcripture  of  their  own,  founded, 
*^  as  they  faid,  upon  the  Chatah  Bhade  of  Bramah ;  this 
•*  they  called  the  VttdaaC^ — or  ike  £vmt  wordr  of  the  nugkty 
Spirit. 

Thus,  the  Gentoo  fcriptures  were  tranflated  from  the  Ian* 
guage  of  angels,  and  firft  reduced  to  writing  by  Brahma^  4877 
years  ago ;  that  is,  when  Methufelah  was  a  boy.  They  under- 
went a  great  change  icxx>  years  after,  which  was  near  aoo  years 
before  Abraham  was  born  $  and  a  ftiil  greater  change  500  years 
sfter,  which  was  before  Jacob  went  into  Egypt.     Since  whidi 
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Ab%  they  hdive  contifiued  otichaDged,  and  efteemed  bj  their  dif- 
fident feds  a«  fiicr^ 

Mr,  Dow  on  the  other  hand,  aflurcs  us,  (Differt.  p.  XXVIL) 
«*  The  Brahmins  masntmn  that  the  Bedas  (Mr.  H*s.  Bhades)  are 
**  the  divine  laws,  which  Brimha^  at  the  creation  of  the  world, 
♦*  delivered  for  the  inftnidlion  of  mankind.  But  they  affirm 
**  that  their  meaning  was  perverted  in  the  firft  age,  by  the  igno- 
*^  ranee  and  wickednefs  of  fome  princes,  whom  they  reprefent 
**  as  evil  fpirits  who  then  haunted  the  earth.  They  call  thole 
^  evil  genii,  Dewtasy  and  tell  many  ftrange  allegorical  legends 
*^  concerning  them ;  fuch  as,  that  the  Bedas  being  loft,  were 
**  afterwards  recovered  by  Bi/herij  in  the  form  of  a  fifh,  who 
<^  brought  them  up  from  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  into  which 
**  they  were  thrown  by  a  deo  or  daemon."  Here  we  are  told 
that  the  Brahmins  maintain  that  Brimha  was  the  author  of  their 
Icriptures.  Yet  in  the  next  page,  Mr.  D.  tells  us,  the  Brah- 
mins deny  that  any  fuch  perfon  as  Brimha  ever  exifted. 

•*  The  firft  credible  account  we  have  of  the  Bedas  (fays  Mr. 
**  D.)  is,  that  about  the  commencement  of  the  Cal  Jug^  of 
"  which  aera  the  prefent  year  (1768)  is  the  4886th  year,  they 
"  were  written,  or  rather  colle<Sled  by  a  great  philofopher  and 
^  reputed  prophet  called  Beafs  Muni,  or  Beafs  the  inQ>ired. 
"  The  Brahmins  do  not  give  to  Beafs  Muni  the  merit  of  being 
"  the  author  of  the  Bedas.  They  however  acknowledge  that  he 
•*  deduced  Aem  into  the  prefent  form,  dividing  them  into  four 
•*  difbnd  books,  alter  having  coUedled  the  detached  pieces  of 

•  "  which 
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**  which  they  are  compofed  from  every  part  of  Indian  It  isy 
**  upon  the  whole,  ;>robable)  that  they  are  not  the  work  of  one 
**  man,  on  account  of  their  inunenfe  bulk."  And  for  the  fame 
reafon  it  is  alfo  probable  that  all  the  Britifh  adls  of  parliament 
are  not  the  work  of  one  man. 

Thefe  four  Bedas^Mr.  D,  diftingui{hes  by  the  name  of  the 
Bedang  Shqfter.  Of  Goutam  the  author  of  the  Neadirfen  Shat- 
ter we  have  already  given  a  fufiicient  account.  By  what  we  have 
already  cited  Mr.  Dow's  moil  cordial  acquiefcence  in  the  high 
antiquity  of  the  Shatters  is  evident.  In  the  following  it  is  brought 
to  a  point,  **  Whether  the  Hindoos  (fays  he,  pref.  p.  vii.) 
^*  poflefs  any  true  hiftory  of  greater  antiquity  than  other  nations, 
**  mu/i  ahogfther  reft  upon  the  authority  of  the  Brahmins,  till  we  fhall 
**  become  better  acquainted  with  their  records.  They  give  a 
**  very  particular  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Jewifh  religion  in 
**  records  of  wicbubted  antiquity.  Raja  Tura,  fay  they,  who  is 
**  placed  in  the  firft  ages  of  the  Cal  Jug^  had  a  fon  who  apofla- 
**  tized  from  the  Hindoo  faith,  for  which  he  was  baniflied  by  his 
"  father  to  the  weft.  The  apoftate  fixed  his  refidence  in  a  coun- 
**  try  called  Mohgod,  and  proj^agatcd  the  Jewifh  religion,  which 
**  the  impoftor  Mahommed  farther  corrupted.  The  Cal  Jug 
"  commenced  about  4885  years  ago,  and  whether  the  whole 
**  ftory  may  not  relate  to  Terah  and  his  fon  Abraham,  is  a 
**  point,  which  (aftei-  our  undonhted  hints  have  decided,  Mr,  D, 
**  m/ght  have /aid,  J  we  leave  others  to  determine. 

"  There  is  one  circnmftance,  he  continues,  which  goes  far 
"  to  prove  that  there  is  fome  connexion  between  the  Brahmin 

«  Bcdas 
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•*  Bedas  and  the  dodrines  contained  in  the  Old  Teftament.  Ever 
*'  fince  the  promidgation  of  the  religion  of  Mahommed,  which  is 
**f(nmdtd  upon  Mofes  and  the  prophets ^  the  Brahmins  have  totally 
•*  rejefted  their  fourth  Beda,  called  the  Ohatar  Babj  as  the 
^*  fchifm  of  Mahommed,  according  to  them,  has  been  founded 
•*  upon  that  book.  However  extraordinary  this  reafon  is  for 
**  rejecting  the  fourth  part  of  their  religious  records,  it  can  (carcely 
**  be  doubted,  as  it  is  in  the  mouth  of  every  Bralimin.*' 

Having  now  afcertained  Mr.  Holwell's  and  Mr.  Dow's  opi- 
nion of  the  fuperior  antiquity  of  the  Brahmin  records,  we  (hall 
proceed  to  examine  the  merits  of  this  claim.  But  we  fliall  by  no 
means,  altogether  rejl  upon  the  authority  of  the  Brahmins*  This, 
we  prefume,  would  be  as  unworthy  of  a  man  of  common  fenfe, 
as  it  would  be  weak  in  an  hiflorian  to  rcil  altogether  with  impli- 
cit belief  on  the  characters  of  men  and  events,  which  an  exiled 
tyrant  may  have  been  pleafed  to  give,  when  for  his  own  confbla- 
tion  he  wrote  the  memoirs  of  his  own  merited  fail.  Nor  will  we 
fulpend  our  opinion  of  the  Brahmin  records,  till  we  Jhall  become 
better  acquainted  with  them.  For  we  have  already  moft  ample 
matter  even  from  MefT.  Holwell  and  Dow  themfclves,  from  which, 
by  every  criterion  of  analogy  and  of  collateral  and  internal  evi- 
dence, we  may  be  fully  enabled  to  form  our  judgment. 

We  ftiall  begin  with  the  two  laft  fentences  from  Mr.  Dow. 
And  furely  it  cannot  efcape  the  flighted  attention,  that  he  fets 
out  with  begging  a  point,  (a  point  never  to  be  granted)  and  that 
immediately  upon  fuch  begged  authority,  he  flips  upon  us,  what 
he  calls  an  undoubted  authority.   Mr.  Dow  ftrenuoufly  infills  that 

all 


SCO  ENQUIRY   INTO   THE 

all  the  learned  Brahmias  aflert  the  unity  of  the  Deity.    And  d<^ 
thing  is  more  certain  than  that  this,  and  not  the  ^eat  body  of 
the  rituals  of  the  Jewi(h  religion^  was  the  principal  do<^ine  which 
the  Jews  received  from  Abfaham.     And  furely  the  following 
reafoning  will  never  bear  the  touch.     The  impofture  of  Mohan^ 
med  is  founded  upon  Mofes  and  the  prophets  /  that  impofture  it 
alfo  fo  certainly  founded  upon  the  fourth  Beda,  that  the  Geotoos 
for  that  reafon  have  rejeded  that  part  of  their  fcripture :  therefore 
this  goes  far  to  prove  that  Moles  and  the  prophets  are  conneded 
withy  or  (as  the  hint  implies)  derived  from  the  Bedas.     This 
is  the  fair  analyfis  of  our  author's  reafoning :  but  imhappily  for  his 
whole  argument,  Mahommedifm  isnot  founded  on  Mofes  and  the 
frophete.     Let  him  again  perule  bit  Koran^  and  he  will  find  that 
it  indeed  contains  a  fbange  perverfion  of  Mofes  and  the  New  Tefla- 
ment.     But  furely  Mr.  D.  will  not  pretend  that  the  hiftorical 
pafTages  of  the  O.  and  N.  T.  which  thus  fill  the  Koran,  arc 
founded  upon  the  Ohatar  Bab*     The  duty  of  prayer,   and  the 
worfhip  of  one  God  were  borrowed  by  Mahommed,  who  was 
bred  a  pagan,  from  Mofes  and  the  prophets.     But  furely  Mr* 
Dow  will  not  perfift  to  infinuate,  that  thefe,  the  dodrines  of  the 
apofiate  Abraham,  were  borrowed  from  thofe  who  banifhed  him 
for  apq/iacy  ;  or  that  2Lfamenefs  in  thefe  dodhines  will  prove  the 
fuperior  antiquity  of  the  Obatar  Bab.     Yet  to  thefe  circumflaa- 
ces,  for  no  other  can  be  fuppofed,  muft  his  obfervations  be  redu- 
ced.    But  who  has  ever  read  this  *  Obatar  Bab  ?  Why  truly 
Mr.  D.  tells  us,  p.  xxix.  that  **  the  language  of  the  Ohatar 

*'  Bob 

•  It  is  curious  to  obfervc  that  the  OSafcr  Bah,  fo  ancient  according  to  Mr. 
D.  that  hardly  any  body  can  read  it,  is  nerertheleis  execrated  by  Mr.  H.  as 
the  moft  modern,  and  mod  corrupted  of  all  the  Gentoo  faiptures.  Mr.  D. 
himfclf  mentions  this  diiagrccment. 
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**  Bab  is  now  become  okfotete^  fo  that  very  few  Brahmins  pretend 
<<  to  read  it  with  propriety/'  And  this  in  our  opinion  goes  far 
to  fnve  that  the  Brahmins  know  little  or  nothing  about  the  con* 
tents  of  k.  In  diicuffing  an  argument  repetition  is  often  necei^ 
faiy :  both  Mr.  Holwell  and  Mr.  Dow  aflure  us  that  they  re- 
ceived their  infemution  from  ibme  of  the  moft  learned  of  the 
Brahmins.  And  an  equal  credit  is  certainly  due  to  each  of  thefe 
gentlemen.  But  this  aflbrds  us  a  clear  demonftration  that  the 
Brahmins  contradiA  each  odier  in  the  moft  efiential  circumftan- 
oes^  in  matters  of  no  kfs  importance,  than  in  the  queftioo,  who  , 
were  the  authors,  and  what  are  the  contents  of  their  iacred  icrip- 
tures. 

Nothing  can  be  more  evident  than  that  both  Mefl*.  Holwell  and 
Dow  hare  endeavoured  to  give  fan^ion  to  their  favourite  fyftems, 
by  the  authority  of  their  admired  Gentoos.  Mr.  Holwell's  fy£- 
tern  is  a  fpecks  of  cbriftianity.  And  Mr.  Dow  furcly  cannot  be 
ofended,  if  we  call  his,  radically  the  reverfe  of  every  fuch  (pe- 
des. And  whatever  deference  we  willingly  pay  to  the  veracity 
of  both  thefe  gentlemen,  yet  we  muft  oUerve  that,  one  of  their 
learned  Brahmins  muft  have  been  amazingly  erroneous.  And 
one  of  thefe  gendemen  has  perhaps  given  a  deeper  attention  to 
his  fubjed  than  the  other.  If  we  can  determine  whether  Mr. 
Holwell  or  Mr.  Dow  are  moft  authentic,  fome  light  wiU  from 
thence  be  thrown  on  the  fabrication  of  the  Gentoo  fcriptures. 
Mbr  will  we  hefitate  one  moment  to  pronounce,  that,  in  our 
opinion,  Mr.  HolweU's  account,  upon  the  whole,  is  the  moft. 
authentic.  Our  reafons  arc  thefe :  Mr.  Dow  confefTes  that  he  had 
neither  time  nor  leifure  to  acquire  the  Shanfcrita  language,  the 
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tongue  in  which  the  facred  books  of  India  are  wnttCDy  but  that 
he  trufted  entirely  to  his  Pundif  or  interpicter.  Mr.  HolweU 
tells  us  that  he  read  and  underflood  the  Sai^krit.  Mr.  Dow  tells 
BS,  "  the  Mahommedans  know  nothing  of  the  Hindoo  leam- 
**  ing,"  and  that  it  is  utterly  InacceiHble  to  any  but  thofe  of  their 
own  cq/l.  His  words  are  thefe,  **  The  Bedas  are,  by  the 
**  Brahniins,  held  fo  facred  that  they  permit  no  other  fed  to  read 

^  them they  would  deem  it  an  unpardonable  (in  to  (atisfy 

•*  their  curiofity  in  that  refpedl,  were  it  even  within  the  compais 
*'  of  their  power.  The  Brahmins  themfelves  are  bound  by  fuch 
^  ftrong  ties  of  religion,  to  confine  thofe  writings  to  their  own 
"  tribe,  that  were  any  of  them  known  to  read  them  to  others*  he 
^  would  be  immediately  excommunicated.  This  punifhment  is 
**  worfe  than  even  death  itfelf  among  the  Hindoos.  The  o£> 
**  fender  is  not  only  thrown  down  from  the  nobleft  order  to  the 
**  moft  polluted  caft,  but  his  pofterity  are  rendered  for  ever  inca^ 
**  pable  of  being  received  into  his  former  dignity."  (See  Diflert* 
p.  xxiv.)  And  Mr.  D.  adds,  '*  Not  all  the  authority  of  Akbar 
«*  could  prevail  with  the  Brahmins  to  reveal  the  principles  of  their 
**  faith  f ."  p.  XXV.  And  all  this  does  very  well  when  brought 
as  an  argument  againfl  the  accounts  which  every  other  writer  has 

given 


f  So  (lri£l  in  this  are  they,  fays  Mr.  Dow,  that  only  one  Muflulman  was 
ever  inftruftcd  in  it,  and  his  knowledge  was  obtained  by  fraud.  Mahummud 
Akbar,  emperor  of  India,  ihoiurh  brc-I  •>.  Mohammedan,  (ludied  feveral  re- 
ligions. In  thechriitian  he  was  iufhudled  by  a  Portuguefe.  But  finding  that 
of  the  Hindoos  inaccefTible,  he  had  recourle  to  art.  A  boy  of  parts,  named 
Fcizi,  was,  as  the  orphan  of  a  Brabmin,  put  under  the  care  of  one  of  the  moft 
eminent  of  thefe  philoibphcrs,  and  obtained  full  knowledge  of  their  hidden 
religion.  But  the  fraud  being  difcovered,  he  was  laid  under  the  reftraint  of 
an  oath,  and  it  docs  not  appear  that  he  ever  communicated  the  knowledge 
thus  acquired. 
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given  of  the  Brahmins.  But  furely  Mr.  Dow  ought  to  have  paid 
feme  refped  to  his  reader's  power  of  memory,  ought  to  have  told 
him  isy  what  means  it  happened  that  he  was  the  only  man  who 
ever  overleapt  the  dreadful  fences  which  guard  the  Gentoo  faith 
in  impenetrable  darknefs.  Excommunication,  that  puniihment . 
worfe  than  death  itfelf,  was,  it  feems, .  difregarded  on  his  ac- 
count ;  and,  what  the  great  emperor  Akbar  could  never  obtain, 
the  principles  of  the  Brahmin  ^th  were  laid  open  to  him.  In 
the  very  page  preceding  the  above  quotation  of  the  impoiEbility 
of  getting  a  Brahmin  to  read  his  fcriptures  to  one  of  another  caft, 
Mr.  Dow,  without  the  leaft  hint  how  the  dread  difficulty  was 
overcome,  (imply  tells  us  that  he  *^  prevailed  upon  his  noble  friend 
**  the  Brahmin,  to  procure  for  him  a  pundit  from  the  univerfity  of 
'*  Benaris,  well  verfed  in  the  Shanfcrita,  and  mafter  of  all  the 
**  knowledge  of  that  learned  body."  And  this  pundit  or  inter- 
preter, thus  openly  procured  from  an  univerfity,  read  to  Mr» 
Dow,  as  he  aflures  us,  the  facred  books  of  the  Brahmins,  and 
explained  to  him  the  principles  of  their  faith. 

On  this  we  fhall  make  no  farther  remark ;  but  proceed  to  fome 
other  reafons  why  we  prefer  the  authority  of  Mr.  Holwell.  Mr. 
D.  has  in  fome  inftances  difcovered  rather  a  partial  acquaintance 
with  his  fubjedt ;  and  even  a  defire  to  fupprefs  what  he  did  not 
like.  He  undertakes  to  give  us  an  account  of  the  religious  rites 
and  principles  of  the  Brahmins  :  he  laments  that  the  dailies  have 
given  us  fuch  imperfed  accounts  of  the  Druids  ;  and  hints  that 
his  account  of  the  Brahmins,  will  leave  pofterity  no  room  to 
complain  of  a  like  defedt.  Yet  how  unkind  to  future  ages  has 
he  been !  He  fays  not  one  word  pf  the  holinefs  of  the  Gentoo 

cows. 
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cows.  He  fays  not  one  word  of  the  remif&on'of  fin^  tnd  fufafe* 
quent  holineis  which  they  afcribe  to  the  fprinkling  of  cow-^nft 
and  cow-dung ;  though  no  h6:  can  be  better  afcertained  than  the 
fnpreme  veneration  which  the  Brahmins  pay  to  the  cow  and  to  her 
iacred  excrements ;  for  no  dodtrine  was  ever  more  generaHy  re^. 
ceived  in  any  country  than  this  in  India.  His  total  6miffian. 
therefore  of  the  moft  popular  religious  ceremony  of  the  Gentoos. 
is  quite  unpardonable. 

**  It  is  an  allowed  truth,  fays  Mr.  HolweU,  that  there  never 
''  was  yet  any  fyftem  of  theology  broached  to  mankind,  whole 
**  firH  profeflbrs  and  propagators,  did  not  announce  iu  defcai 
*^frim  GodJ*  Yet  though  this  obfervation  be  univerfally  and 
inconteftably  juft,  and  though  no  people  lay  bolder  claims  to  vaii* 
ous  revelations  than  the  Gentoos,  though  fuch  is  the  very  Spirit  of 
every  legend,  yet  all  this  will  be  quite  unknown  to  fiiture  ag€^  ; 
for  Mr.  Dow  pafles  over  all  thefe  pretenfions  in  the  flighteft  man- 
ner. The  exigence  of  Brimia,  he  fays,  is  not  believed.  Beafi 
Muniy  the  author  of  the  Bedang^  was  a  reputed  prophet ;  and 
Goutam  the  founder  of  the  other  k€i  was  only  a  philofopher. 
And  thus  the  Gentoo  pretenfion  to  divine  revelations,  a  fadb  as 
notorious  as  the  Gentoo  veneration  of  cow  dung,  is  alio  very 
handfomely  fuppreffed. 

Mr.  Holwell,  on  the  other  hand,  has  alfo  his  foibles.  His 
(yftem,  and  all  the  arguments  he  has  brought  in  fupport  of  it, 
are  pretty  tveU  fpiced  with  infantty.  Yet  whenever  he  was  fb 
happy  as  to  lofc  fight  of  his  favourite  fyftem,  Mr.  Holwell's 
accounts  of  Gentoo  opinions  and  manners  bear  every  mark  of 
authenticity,  and  are  fully  confirmed  by  the  moft  mteOigent  of 

former 
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fimner  traydlers.     Mr.  Holwell's  account  therefore^  of  the  ori- 
gin of  the  Gentoo  fcnptures,  defeires  fome  regard. 

According  to  Mr.  Dow,  beafs  muni,  or  the  infpired,  the 
coUedor  of  the  Bedang^  lived  about  4000  years  ago,  and  fome 
ages  after  him  his  Bedai^  was  revifed  by  one  Sirider  Swami* 
**  Since  which,''  he  fays,  **  it  .has  been  reckoned  facred,  and 
^'not  fubjed  to  any  further  alterations."  And  Goutam,  the 
author  of  the  other  fedt,  lived  near  4000  years  ago.  Mr.  Hoi- 
well,  on  the  other  hand,  affirms  that  there  were  two  great  cor- 
ruptions of  the  Brahmin  dodrine.  And  his  manner  of  account- 
ing for  it,  That  the  priefls  of  one  half  of  India,  and  thofe  of 
the  other  half,  vied  with  each  other  in  inventing  wild  and  mon- 
ftrous  legends,  on  purpofe  to  raife  their  power  by  means  of  the 
deepeft  fuperftition  ;  is  infinitely  more  credible,  than  that  thefe 
huge  volumes  of  abfurd  metaphyfics,  and  numberlefs  contradic- 
tory fables,  the  Bedang  and  Neadirfin  Shaffers,  were  colle^ed 
and  compiled  by  two  or  three  profound  philofophers. 

Both  Mr.  H.  and  Mr.  D.  agree,  that  fmce  the  innovations 
and  compilings  which  they  mention,  the  Shaflers  have  remained 
unaltered,  and  have  been  held  by  their  followers  as  facred.  That 
there  fhould  be  fuch  a  number  of  commentators  upon  the 
fcriptures  of  Bramah,  about  4000  years  ago,  and  none  fmce 
that  time,  appears  to  us  highly  incredible  :  that  the  priefls  of 
that  period,  found  it  their  interefl  to  invent  new  legends,  but 
that  the  priefls  of  fucceeding  ages  added  nothing,  appears  to  us 
as  the  weakeft  of  fnppofitions.  By  a  fucceifion  of  commenta« 
tors,  other  countries  trace  the  antiquity  of  their  books  of  reli- 
voL.  II,  X  gton 
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gion  and  philofophy  to  certain  periods.  Nothing  b  more  na- 
tural than  that  this  kind  of  proof  (hould  arife.  Yet  nothing  of 
this  kind  is  offered  to  afcertain  the  high  antiquity  of  the  books 
of  Hindoftan. 

The  confequence  therefore  is,  that  like  the  legends  of  the  Ro- 
miih  faints,  theie  Shafters  are  the  accumulated  fuperftition  of 
many  ages,  fome  of  which  were  very  diftant  from  each  other, 
and  fome  of  them  not  very  difhmt  from  our  own  times*  Not  to 
mention  the  authority  *  of  Ferifhta,  the  Perfian  hiftorian  of  Hin* 
dofbin,  who  denies  the  high  antiquity  of  the  Gentoo  writings  ; 
certain  it  is,  from  internal  evidence,  that  the  dodrines  of  the 
pure  Shaftah  of  Mr.  Holwell,  were  unknown  or  unregarded  by 
the  Brahmins  who  lived  about  2000  years  ago.     When  a  religious 

rite 

*  Ferifhu  aflerts  that  the  Hindoos  have  no  htftory  of  better  authority  than 
the  Mahaberit,  which  is  a  legendary  poems  eftcemed  by  t\\Qprefent  Brahmins 
of  a  much  later  date  than  the  Shafters.  Mr.  Dow,  however,  fets  this  autho- 
rity afide.     "  The  Mohammedans,  he  fays,  know  nothing  of  the  Hindoo 
*•  learning"   And  FcrifhU  collcdcd  his  accounts  from  Perfian  authors,  being 
**  altogether  unacquainted  with  the  Shanfcrita,  or  learned  language  of  the 
«  Brahmins,  in  which  the  internal  hiftory  of  India  is  comprehended.*'    In 
invalidating  the  authority  of  the  Hidory  which  he  gave  to  the  Public,  Mr. 
Dow  might  have  added  one  circumflance  which  mod  eflTe^ually  would  have 
ferved  his  purpofe ;  a  drcumftance  which  makes  the  whole  of  Fert(hta*s  hifto- 
ry  oppear  as  a  meer  fabrication.  This  Hiftorian,  though  he  treats  of  that  par- 
ticular period,  has  not  one  woid  of  the  arrival,  or  of  the  wars  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  in  India.   Though  they  reigned  lords  of  all  the  Afiatic  fcas ;  though 
this  native  country  Perfia,  and  every  prince  of  India,  were,  at  different 
times,  for  almoft  a  whole  century,  harafled  by  their  wars  ;  though  the  po-   • 
litics  of  every  court  of  Hindoftan  were  influenced  by  the  conquefts  and 
neighbourhood  of  thefe  warlike  and  powerful  ftrangers,  honeft  Ferilhta,  in 
his  hiftory  of  that  very  period  as  tranflated  by  Mr.  Dow,  appears  never  to 
have  heard  one  word  about  the  matter.    What  pity  is  it  that  Mr.  Dow, 
who  {hews  fuch  good  will  to  condemn  his  author's  authority,  (hould  have 
omitted  this  condulive  and  moft  extraordinary  circumftance. 
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lite  is  in  direA  oppofidon  to  a  cardinal  injundioDy  we  muft  give 
up  the  antiquity  of  the  one  or  the  other.  Mr.  Holwell  tells  us 
that  the  pure  Shafiah  of/ Brahma  prohibits  (elf-murder  under  the 
dreadful  penalty  of  eternal  damnation ;  that  the  foul  which  com- 
niit$  it  (hall  never  have  another  (late  of  probation  in  a  mortal 
body.  Yet  no  faA  in  ancient  hiftory  is  more  certain  than  that  the 
Indian  philofophers  about  2000,  and  1500  years  ago,  ufually 
and  oftentatioufly  in  public,  committed  felf-murder,  in  the  belief 
that  it  would  convey  them  immediately  to  heaven.  Did  thefe 
philofophefs  know  or  believe  what  the  pure  Shaftah  of  Brahma 
fays  of  fuicide  ?  Or  did  Brahma's  wives,  and  the  priefts  who  in- 
ftituted  the  rites  of  the  horrid  felf-murder  of  widows,  did  they 
know  of  this  dreadful  prohibition  ? 

Mr.  Holwell  afliires  us  (ch.  viii.  p.  15.)  that  the  angelic  fall, 
and  its  con(equent  metempfychofis,  the  one  the  crime,  the  other 
the  puni(hment  of  thefe  unhappy  free  agents,  form  xhtjine  \  qua 
non  of  the  Gentoos,  but  Mr.  Dow  fays  not  one  word  of  the  an- 
gelic fall ;  fo  far  from  it,  his  Brahmin  fyftem  excludes  fuch  fup- 
pofition.  From  hence,  and  from  numberlefs  other  irrefragable 
proofs,  certain  it  is  that  the  Brahmins  are  irreconcileably  divided 
among  themfelves  upon  what  are  the  do<ftrines  of  the  Shaftah. 
Different  fefts  of  all  religions  give  different  interpretations  to  their 

X  2  records 


f  Yet  in  ch.  vii.  p.  Z5i.he  tells  us  that  the  Gentoos  have  lofl  fight  of 
their  origimaljm^  or  defection,  "  (i.  e.  the  angelic  fall)  and  that  the  whole 
^  conduA  of  the  drama  of  the  Cbatab  and  Augbiorrah  BBades-^Ks  not  the 
**  fmalleft  retrofpeA  to  their  firft  tranlgrefiion,  or  the  means  of  atoning  for 
"  it— This,  adds  he,  is  the  fitnation  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  InJoJlan, 
^  as  well  as  of  the  modem  Srabmitu;  araongft  the  latter,  if  we  except  one 
"  in  a  thoufand,  (i.  c.  who  can  alUgorifej  we  give  them  OTer-meafure." 
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records  held  facred.     But  it  is  peculiar  to  the  reli^ous  of  Indi« 

to  contradia  each  other  in  the  moft  cffenlial  hiftorical  circum* 

ftances^ 

This  difagrceraent,  peculiar  to  the  i^arw// Brahmins,  iseafily 
accounted  for.  They  have  a  great  multiplicity  of  Shafters  J  ;  as 
many  perhaps  as  there  were  fanatic  fermons  in  the  days  of  Crom- 
well. And  to  this  let  it  be  added,  they  are  written  in  a  dead  lan- 
guage, in  a  tongue  and  character  different  from  thofe  of  common 
ufe  in  India ;  and  dieir  contents  are  concealed  with  the  moft  jcar 
lous  care.  The  Brahmins  are  the  fole  mailers  of  them ;  and  to 
read  and  explain  them  to  the  man  of  another  caft  incurs  the  moft 
dreadful  of  all  the  Gentoo  punifhments.  On  account  of  this 
fecrecy  fomc  may  venerate  the  wifHom  and  facrednefs  of  their 
do^rines.  For  our  part  we  cannot  help  being  led,  by  this  very 
cue,  to  fufpedl  that  there  is  fomething  extremely  ahfurd,  frivolous, 
and  childifh,  in  what  is  thus  religioufly  enveloped  in  the  veil  of 
darknefs. 

-^ 
In  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry,  we  have  feen  fome  moft  ftrik- 
ing  alterations  in  the  Brahmin  tenets  and  charader.  Thefe  phi- 
lofophers  do  not  now  upon  principle  die  by  fire.  Sixteen 
hundred  years  ago  they  had  no  idols;  Yet  on  the  arrival  of 
the  modern  Europeans  in  India,  all  the  fuperftition  of  aneient 

\  Mr.  Dow  fays,  (p.  xxxviii.  in  a  note)  **  There  are  many  Shafters 
"  among  the  Hindoos,  lb  that  thofe  writers  who  affirmed,  that  there  was 
**  but  one  Shafterin  India,  which,  like  the  bible  of  the  chriftiant,  or  Koran 
*(  of  the  followers  of  Mahommed,  contained  the  fird  principles  of  the  Brab- 
"  mm  faith,  have  deceived  themfelves  and  the  public." 
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Egypt,  in  the  adoratioD  of  animals  and  vegetables)  feemed  more 
than  revived  by  the  Brahmins.  Two  hundred  years  ago,  the 
Gentoo  princes  offered  immenfe  fums  for  the  facred  tooth  of 
the  monkey,  Hammant*  We  are  aifured  by  gentlemen  of  ob- 
lervation  who  have  been  long  in  India,  that  there  is  not  now  a 
Gentoo  of  fortime  who  would  give  a  farthing  for  it.  And  both 
Mr.  H.  and  D.  found  fuch  able  philofophers  and  allegorifers 
among  the  Brahmins,  as  never  any  former  traveller  converfed 
with  in  India. 

**  Si^y  fays  Mr.  H.  literally  fignifies  a  defiroyerj  an  avenger y 
^'  a  pum/betf  and  is  the  object  of  great  difmay  and  terror  to  the 
**  Genioos ;  but  modem  expounders  of  Bramab*t  Shqflahy  have 
*^  foftened  the  rigour  of  his  charader,  by  giving  him  names  and 
•*  attributes  qf  a  very  di&rent  nature  from  that  of  Sieb.  They 
<<  call  him  Motfoor^  (a  contraction  of  Mahahfoory  ilie  mofl  mighty 
**  defiroyer  of  evil)  and  under  this  foothing  title  he  is  woiihipped, 
"  not  as  Sidf  the  deflroyer,  but  as  the  dejlroyer  of  evil.  The 
**  other  epithet  they  have  given  to  him  is  Moideby  (a  contrac- 
*•  tion  of  Mahahdebtahy  the  moft  mighty  angel)  in  this  fenfe  he 
'^  is  worshipped  as  the  averter  of  evil,  and  under  this  charadtcA 
•*  he  has  the  moil  altars  ereded  to  him," 

After  this  mofl  egregious  inflance  of  modermfingy  nothing 
need  be  added  in  proof  that  the  prefent  are  very  different  from 
the  ancient  dodrines  of  India.  In  a  word,  the  rabbinical  pre- 
tenCons  that  Adam,  Seth,  and  Enoch  wrote  great  part  of  the 
Talmud,  and  that  Abraham  taught  afbonomy  and  mathematics 
in  the  plains  of  Mamre,  are  not  more  abfurdly  ridiculous  than 

the 
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the  Gentoo  pretenfions  to  a  fimilar  antiquity  of  their  (acred 
books.  Every  one,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  the 
human  mind,  knows  what  an  alteration  in  the  manners  of  that 
moft  bigotted  people  the  Jews,  was  introduced  by  the  Babylonian 
captivity.  Before  that  period  amazingly  dull  and  ftupid,  after 
their  return  from  AiTyria,  they  began  to  philofophize.  The  fu- 
perflition  and  idolatry  of  the  modem  Brahmins  have  certainly, 
in  the  fame  manner,  received  great  improvement  of  features  from 
the  converfation  of  Europeans,  whofe  example,  however  other- 
wife  vicious,  could  not  fail  to  convince  them  of  the  abfurdity  of 
fuch  mental  weaknefs.  Nor  can  we  pafs  unobferved  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  fourth  Beda.  By  its  fubjed,  the  knowledge  of  the 
good  being,  it  feems  to  be  the  moft  valuable  of  the  whole,  ex- 
cept the  fecond,  whicli  treats  of  the  religious  and  moral  duties. 
Yet  the  Brahmins,  fays  Mr.  Dow,  have  long  rejeded  it,  becaufe 
the  Mohammedan  religion,  they  fay,  is  borrowed  from  it.  On 
the  fuppofition,  which  they  pretend,  that  their  facred  books  were 
diftated  by  divine  authority,  the  reje^on  of  any  part  is  as  un- 
warrantable, as  the  reafon  for  reje^ing  the  fourth  Beda,  is  fub- 
miffive  and  ridiculous.  The  reje^on  of  a  part  of  their  facred 
fcriptures  thus  openly  confeffed,  and  yet  the  whole  moft  care- 
fully concealed  from  the  eyes  of  every  enquirer ;  the  alterations 
of  their  tenets  and  charadler ;  the  propenfity  the  human  mind 
has  to  improve  when  under  long  and  favourable  opportunities, 
all  concur  in  demonfbating  that  not  only  the  fyftems  of  MeiT. 
H.  and  D.  are  widely  different  from  thofe  of  the  ancient  Gcn- 
toos,  but  that  whatever  in  future  may  be  given  by  the  mofl 
learned  Brahmins,  as  their  genuine  and  ancient  tenets,  ought 
by  no  means  to  be  depended  upon  as  such.     While  the 

Brahmins 
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Brahmins  continue  a  (q&,  thofe  leading  principles  of  human  na- 
ture, zeal  for  what  is  efteemed  facred,  and  partiality  to  national 
honour,  will  ever  influence  them,  when  they  lay  their  philoibphy 
before  the  eyes  of  ftrangers,  particularly  where  the  boafted 
fecrecy  of  near  40CX)  years,  promifes  the  impoffibility  of  detec- 
tion. Shall  we  believe  that  the  gloffes  and  refinements  of  the 
modem  learned  Brahmins,  contain  the  genuine  ideas  and  prin- 
ciples of  the  ancient  Hindoos  ?  We  may  as  well  believe  that 
the  popi/h  priefts  on  the  Indian  m^ffion,  will  give  the  Brahmins 
a  fiiithful  hiftory  of  the  deteftable  tyranny  and  abominable  wick- 
ednefs  of  the  popes  and  their  holy  church,  during  the  monkifh 
ages.  Who  that  confiders  thefe  ftriking  fadts,  and  their  certain 
confequences,  dan  withhold  his  contempt,  when  he  is  told  of 
the  religious  care  with  which  the  Brahmins  have  thefe  four 
thoufand  years  preferved  their  facred  rites  ?  An  abfurdity  only 
equal  to  that  of  thofe  who  tell  us,  that  God  inftrudled  Adam 
in  the  myfteries  of  freo  mafonry,  and  that  Noah  every  new 
moon  held  a  mafon's  lodge  in  the  ark. 

And  yet  all  this  is  nothing  to  the  ridicule  of  what  follows  : 
Where  does  the  pure  Shaftah  of  Brahma  exift  ?  Mr.  D.'s  learned 
pumSi  feems  never  to  have  heard  a  word  about  it.  Why  truly, 
the  original  text  of  Brahma  is  preferved,  fays  Mr.  H.  ch.  iv. 
p.  13.  in  the  Chaiah  Bhade^  or  Jix  fcriplures  of  the  tnighly  fpiriu 
This  work,  he  fays,  is  a  paraphrafe  on  the  pure  Shaflali,  which 
confifted  only  of  four  fcriptures ;  therefore,  the  original  text 
muft  be  only  interfperfed.  And  this  paraphrafe  Mr.  H.  repro- 
bates as  the  infamous  work  of  prieftcraft,  and  the  original  caufe 
of  the  polytheifra  of  the  Gentoos.     And  this  pure  text  is  not 

only 
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only  to  be  picked  *,  at  difcretion  and  pleafure^  out  of  this  mo« 
ther  of  idolatry,  but  the  ability  fo  to  do  is  confined  to  a  very 
few  famiHes.  ^^  The  original,  plain,  pure,  and  fimple  tenets* 
«  (fays  Mr.  H.  p.  15.)  of  the  Chatah  Bbade  of  Bramab  (1500 
**  years  after  its  firft  promulgation)  became  by  degrees  utterly 
"  loft  ;  except  to  three  or  four  Gofeyn  families,  who  at  this  day 
**  are  only  capable  of  reading  and  expounding  it,  from  the 
"  Sanfcrit  character ;  to  thefe  may  be  added  a  few  others  of  the 
**  tribe  of  Battee%aa%  Brahmins^  who  can  read,  and  expound 
«  from  the  Chatah  Bhade  which  Jllll  freferved  the  text  of  the 
*•  original,  as  before  remarked." 

Can  pretenfions  to  the  moft  remote  antiquity  be  more  com- 
pletely ridiculous  !  By  thefe  three  or  four  families  who  only  can 
difcover,  read,  and  expound  the  pure  Shqfiah  of  Brahma^  we 
muft  underftand  thofe  Brahmins  with  whom  Mr.  H.  converfedy 
and  whom,  in  the  utmoft  probability  he  taught  to  fay  as  he  (aid  ; 
and  then  (like  thofe  who  have  been  to  the  cunrung  many  on  en- 
quiry ?Ji\.tT Jlolen  goods  or  a  fweetheart)  came  home  highly  fatis- 
fied  with  having  his  own  hints  repeated  to  him  in  other  words. 

And  thus,  from  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all  former  tra- 
vellers, moft  virtually  confirmed  by  Meffrs.  H.  and  D.  we  have 
difplayed  the  wild,  capricious,  and  grofs  fpirit  of  the  Gentoo 
theology  ;  the  endlefs  confufion  of  their  legends  ;  the  impiety 
and  puerility  of  their  metaphyfics  ;  their  ignorance  of  natural 

philofophy ; 

•The  abfurdity  of  this  arbitrary  fclcc^ion  of  the  pure  Shaftah,  is  demon- 
ftrated,  undefignedly,  by  Mr.  H.  himfclf.  IIj  fays  the  pure  Shafbh  of 
Brahma  contained  no  mythology;  and  yet  what  he  has  fcIcOed  as  the  pure 
Shaftah,  as  the  quotations  already  given,  evince,  is  mythological. 
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philoibphy ;  the  immorality  of  their  penances  and  idolatry ;  the 
general  turpitude  and  bafenefi  of  the  Hindoo  charader ;  the 
alteration  of  their  principles  and  manners  in  various  ages ;  the 
utter  uncertainty  of  the  various  dates  of  their  writings  held  (a* 
cred  ;  and»  above  all,  the  abfurdity  of  thofe  who  have  maintained 
that  thefe  writings  have  remained  unaltered  almoft  thefe  ^000 
years,  and  are  of  fuperior  antiquity  to  the  records  of  any  other 
nation. 

It  is  an  obfervation  founded  on  experience,  that  the  zealot 
of  any  k&,  in  giving  an  account  of  his  religion  to  one  who 
knows  nothing  about  it,  will  give  every  circumfiance  the  bell 
glois,  and  ftrain  every  feature,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  a  confor- 
mity to  the  ideas  of  his  intelligent  fnend  f  •  And  from  the 
contradidory  accounts  of  Mr.  H.  and  Mr.  D.  let  future  tra- 
vellers beware  how  they  obtrude  upon  Europe,  the  opinions  of 
two  or  three  Brahmins,  as  the  only  genuine  do6hines  of  the 
Gentoos.     The  irreconcileable  con  traditions  of  thefe  philolb- 

phers 

f  In  this  manner  Jofephus,  a  man  of  great  abilities,  wrote  his  hiftory  of 
the  Jews.  He  has  altered,  fupprcfTed,  glofled,  and  falfiBed,  on  purpoie  to 
adapt  the  manners  and  opinions  of  his  countrymen,  as  much  as  pofllble,  to 
the  ta(le  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  philoibphers.  In  tlie  fame  manner,  we 
beliere,  it  may  be  aflerted,  that  every  Jcfuit  behaves,  when  he  defends  po- 
pery in  converfation  with  an  intelligent  diflenter  from  the  church  of  Rome, 
who  has  the  art  to  appear  ignorant  of  the  doOrines  of  the  papacy,  and  of 
the  writers  of  that  communion.  One  may  often  meet  with  a  fenfible 
papift,  who  either  from  ignorance  of  the  hiftory  of  his  own  religion,  or 
from  prejudice  in  its  favour,  will  very  confidently  deny  the  horrid  cruelties, 
faperftitions,  and  villanous  arts  of  holy  church  ;  thofe  intrigues  and  tranf* 
anions  which  form  the  principal  part  of  the  hiftory  of  Europe  during  fix 
or  feven  monkiih  centuries.  Yet  what  wife  man  will  upon  fuch  evidence 
rejeA  the  tcftimony  of  ages  ?  The  allufion  is  apt,  and  the  inference  is  the 
iame. 
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phers  havt  been  dcmonftrated.  And  thefe  contradidions  evi- 
dently appear  to  have  thus  arifen  :  The  philolbpby  and  mytho- 
logy of  the  Gentoosy  form  fuch  a  boundlefs  chaos  of  confufioa 
and  contradidions,  that  no  two  of  theie  philofbphers^  unac- 
quainted with  each  other,  can  poiEbly  give  tlic  fame  or  a  con- 
fiflent  account  of  their  tenets  :  And  whenever  one  of  fapeiior 
ingenuity  vamps  up  a  fine  phllofophical  theory  out  of  ihe  origi- 
nal mafsy  another,  perhaps  equally  ingenious,  comes  and  puts 
one  in  mind  of  the  fable  of  the  bee  and  the  fpidcr  in  Swift's 
battle  of  the  books.  The  fpider  had  with  great  pains  juft 
£nifhed  his  web  to  catch  fites,  when  the  bee  blundered  that  way, 
and  demolifhed  it.  ^^  A  plague  iplit  you,  (quoth  the  ipider) 
for  a  giddy  whorefon,  is  it  you,  with  a*  vengeance,  have  made 

all  this  litter and  do  you  think  I  have  nothing 

eUe  to  do,  in  the  devil's  name,  but  to  mend  and  repair  after 
your  i 


.  a >»» 


And  verily,  verily,  in  this  ftrain  may  the  moft  learned  of  the 
modern  Brahmins  exclaim  to  each  other. 


THE 
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W ITH  eye  unmoved  the  filcnt  Catdal  viewed 
The  piAured  fire  with  feeming  life  endued  ; 
A  verdant  vine-bough  waving.in  his  rightj 
Smooth  flowed  his  fweepy  beard  of  glofly  white; 
When  thus,  as  fwift  the  Moor  unfolds  the  word^ 
The  valiant  Paulus  to  the  Indian  lord : 

Bold  though  thefe  figures  frown,  yet  bolder  br 
Thefe  godlike  heroes  fhined  In  ancient  war. 
In  that  hoar  fire,  of  mien  ferene,  auguft, 

Lufus  behold,  no  robber-chief  unjufi ; 

His 
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His  clufterM  bough|  the  fame  which  Bacchus  *  bore. 

He  wavesy  the  emblem  of  his  care  of  yore ; 

The  friend  of  favage  man,  to  Bacchus  dear. 

The  fon  of  Bacchus,  or  the  bold  compeer, 

What  time  his  yellow  locks  with  vine-leaves  curl'd^ 

The  youthful  god  fubdued  the  favage  world. 

Bade  vineyards  gliften  o'er  the  dreary  wafle. 

And  humanized  the  nations  as  he  paft. 

Lufus,  the  loved  companion  of  the  god. 

In  Spain's  fair  bofom  fixt  his  laft  abode. 

Our  kingdom  founded,  and  illuftrious  reign'd 

In  thofe  fair  lawns,  the  bleft  Elyfium  ^  feign'd. 

Where 


*  Hu  clufierd  hougb^  the  fame  ^b'ub  Bacchus  ^ertf^-Caxtioens  immcdfiltely  be- 
fore, and  in  the  former  book,  calls  the  enfign  of  Lufiis  a  bough ;  here  he 
calls  it  the  green  thyrfus  of  Bacchus, 

0  verde  tyrfofoi  de  Bateo  ufado. 

The  thyrfos  however,  was  a  javelin  twifted  with  ivy-leaves,  ufcd  in  the  &- 
crifices  of  Bacchus. 

^  In  thofe  fair  lawru  the  hlefi  Eljjium  feign  d-^\ti  this  aflertion,  OUr  author 
has  the  authority  of  Strabo,  a  foundation  fufficient  for  a  poet.  Nor  are 
there  wanting  feveral Spanilh  writers,  particularly  Barh<fa,  who  ferionfly  af- 
firm that  Homer  drew  the  fine  defcription  of  Elyfium,  in  his  fourth  OdyA 
fey,  from  the  beautiful  valleys  of  Spain,  where,  in  one  of  his  voyages,  it  is 
laid  he  arrived.  Egypt,  however,  fcems  to  have  a  better  title  to  this  ho- 
nour. The  fable  of  Charon,  and  the  judges  of  the  poetical  hell,  are  evi- 
dently borrowed  from  the  Egyptian  rites  of  burial,  and  are  older  than  Ho- 
mer. After  a  ferryman  had  conveyed  the  corpfe  over  a  lake,  certain 
judges  examined  the  life  of  the  dcceafed,  particularly  his  claim  to  the  vir- 
tue of  loyalty,  and,  according  to  the  report,  decreed  or  refuied  the  honours 
of  fepulture.  The  place  of  the  catacombs,  according  to  Diodonis  Siculus, 
was  furrounded  with  deep  canals,  beautiful  meadows,  and  a  wildemefs  of 
groves.    And  it  is  univerfally  known  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  Grecian 

fables 
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Where  winding  oft  the  Guadiana  roves^ 

And  Douro  murmurs  through  the  flowery  .groves. 

Here  with  his  bones  he  left  his  deathleis  hme^ 

And  Luiitania's  clime  fhall  ever  bear  hb  name. 

That  other  chief  th'  embroidered  iilk  difplays. 

Toft  o'er  the  deep  whole  years  of  weary  days. 

On  Tago's  banks  at  laft  his  vows  he  paid  : 

To  wifdom's  godlike  power,  the  Jove-born  maid. 

Who  fired  his  lips  with  eloquence  divine. 

On  Tago's  banks  he  reared  the  hallowed  ihrine : 

Ulyfles 

fables  were  fabricated  from  the  cuftoms  and  opinions  of  Egypt.    Seteral 
other  nations  have  alio  claimed  the  honour  of  affording  the  idea  of  the 
fields  of  the  blefled.    Even  the  Scotch  challenge  it.    Many  Orecian  fa- 
bles, fays  an  author  of  that  country,  are  evidently  founded  on  the  reports 
of  the  Phoenician  (ailors.    That  thcfe  navigators  traded  to  the  coafts  of 
Britain  is  certain.    In  the  middle  of  fummer,  the  feafon  when  the  ancients 
performed  their  voyages,  for  about  fix  weeks  there  is  no  night  over  the 
Orkney  iflands;  the  difk  of  the  fun  during  that  time  fcarccly  finking  below 
the  horizon.    This  appearance,  together  with  the  calm  which  ufually  pre* 
▼ails  at  that  feafon,  and  the  beautiful  verdure  of  the  iilands,  could  not  fsul 
to  excite  the  admiration  of  the  Tyrians;  and  their  accounts  of  the  place 
naturally  afforded  the  idea  that  thefe  iflands  were  inhabited  by  the  fpirits 
of  the  juft.    This,  lays  our  author,  is  countenanced  by  Homer,  who  places 
his  iflands  of  the  Happy,  at  the  extremity  of  the  ocean.    That  the  fables 
of  Scylla,  the  Gorgades,  and  feveral  others,  were  founded  on  the  accounts 
of  navigators,  feems  probable ;  and  on  this  fuppofition  the  infulae  fortu- 
nate, and  purpurariz,  now  the  Canary  and  Madeira  iflands,  alio  claim  the 
honour  of  giving  colours  to  the  defcription  of  Elyfmm.    The  truth  how- 
ever appears  to  be  this :  That  a  place  of  happinefs  is  referved  for  the  fpi- 
rits of  the  good,  is  the  natural  fuggedion  of  that  anxiety  and  hope  con* 
cerning  the  future,  which  animates  the  human  bread.    All  the  barbarous 
nations  of  Africa  and  America  agree  in  placing  their  heaven  in  beautiful 
iflands  at  an  immenfe  diflance  over  the  ocean.    The  idea  is  univerfal,  and 
is  natural  to  erery  nation  in  the  ibte  of  barbarous  iimplicity. 
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Ulyflcs  he,  though  fated  to  deftroy 

On  Afian  ground  the  heavan-built  towers  of  ^  Troy^ 

On  Europe^s  ftrand,  more  grateful  to  the  fldes^ 

He  bade  th'  eternal  walls  of  LUboa  ^  rife. 

But  who  that  godlike  terror  of  the  plain, 
Who  ftrews  the  fmoaking  field  with  heaps  of  flain  ? 
What  numerous  legions  fly  in  dire  difmay, 
Whoie  ftandards  wide  the  eagle's  wings  diiplay  ? 
The  pagan  afts ;  the  brother  <  chief  replies, 
Unconquer^d  deem'd  proud  Rome's  dread  ftandard  flies* 
His  crook  thrown  by,  fired  by  his  nation's  woes, 
The  hero-{hepherd,  Viriatus  rofe ; 
His  country  faved  prodaim'd  his  warlike  fame. 
And  Rome^s  wide  empire  trembled  at  his  name. 

That 


•——72*  teavof^uUt  iowen  of  Tn^— Alluding  to  the  faUe  of  Ncpttmey 
ApoUoy  and  Laomedon. 

'  Om  Etrnpt^tfrtrnd  more  grateful  U  tiejkie*^ 
He  bade  ti*  eteruai  vfoU*  of  Lj/Ua  rife 

For  ibme  account  of  this  tradition,  fee  the  note,  book  hi.  p.  26.  Ancient 
traditions,  howerer  fabulous,  have  a  good  cfTedl  in  poetry.  Virgil  has  not 
ibupled  to  infert  one,  which  required  an  apology. 

'"^^Prtftafdeefaa^^fedfamaperemtu. 

Spenfer  has  given  us  the  hiftory  of  Brate  and  his  defcendants  at  full  length 
in  the  Faerie  ^iuem\  and  Milton,  it  is  known,  was  fo  fond  of  that  abfurd 
legend,  that  he  intended  to  write  a  poem  on  the  fubjedt ;  and  by  this  fond- 
neis  was  induced  to  mention  it  as  a  truth  in  his  introduAion  to  the  hiflory 
of  England. 

• The  brother  «*^— Paulus  de  Gama. 
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That  generous  pride  which  Rome  to  Pyrrhus  f  bore. 

To  him  they  fhew*d  not ;  for  they  fear'd  him  more. 

Not  on  the  field  overcome  by  manly  force ; 

Peaceful  he  flept,  and  now  a  murdered  corfc 

By  treafon  flain  he  lay.     How  ftern,  behold, 

That  other  hero,  firm,  ereft,  and  bold : 

The  power  by  which  he  boafted  he  divined, 

Befide  him  piftur'd  ftands,  the  milk-white  hind  : 

Injured  by  Rome,  the  ftern  Sertorius  fled 

To  Tago*5  (hore,  and  Lufus*  offspring  led  ; 

Their  worth  he  knew ;  in  fcattcr'd  flight  he  drove 

The  ftandards  painted  with  the  birds  of  Jove. 

And  lo,  the  flag  whofe  fhining  colours  own 

The  glorious  founder  of  the  Lufian  throne ! 

Some  deem  the  warrior  of  Hui^prian  s  race. 

Some  fi-om  Lorraine  the  godlike  hero  trace* 

From  Tagus*.  banks  the  haughty  Moor  expeffd, 

Galicia's  fons,  and  Leon's  warriors  quelFd, 

To  weeping  Salem's  ever-hallowed  meads. 

His  warlike  bands  the  holy  Henry  leads, 

By  holy  war  to  fanftify  his  crown, 

And  to  his  lateft  race  aufpicious  waft  it  down. 

And 


•  that  gtiurouM  pride  ^vhieb  Rome  U  Pyrrhus  ^«»— When  Pyrrhus,  king 
of  Epirus  was  at  war  with  the  Romans,  his  phyfician  ofTcred  to  poifon  him. 
The  ienate  rejeAed  the  propofal,  and  acquainted  Pyrrhus  of  the  dcfigned 
treaibn.  Flonis  remarks  on  the  infamous  ailalTination  of  Viriatus,  tliat 
the  Roman  ienate  did  him  great  honour ;  ut  vidrretur  aliUr  vitui  nonpoiuijje; 
it  was  a  confeflion  that  they  could  not  otficrwife  conquer  him.  Vid.  Flor. 
1. 1 7.  For  a  fuller  account  of  this  great  man,  fee  the  note,  book  i.  p.  14. 
«  Svme  deem  the  toarrtor  of  Hungariein  race^S^t  the  note,  book  ill.  p.  II. 
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And  who  this  awful  chief?  aloud  exclaiois 

The  wondering  regent^  o'er  the  field  he  flames 

In  dazzling  fleel^  where'er  he  bends  his  courfe 

The  battle  finks  beneath  his  headlong  force ; 

Againfl  his  troops,  though  few,  the  numerous  foes 

In  vain  their  fpears  and  towerj  walls  oppofe. 

With  fmoaking  blood  his  armour  fprinkled  o'er. 

High  to  the  knees  his  courfer  paws  in  gore ; 

O'er  crowns  and  blood-flain'd  enfigns  fcatter'd  round 

He  rides ;  his  courfer's  brazen  hoofs  refbund. 

In  that  great  chief,  the  fecond  Gama  cries^ 

The  firfl ''  Alonzo  fhrikes  thy  wondering  eyes. 

From  Lufus'  realm  the  pagan  Moors  he  drove ; 

Heaven,  whom  he  loved,  beflow'd  on  him  fuch  love. 

Beneath  him,  bleeding  of  its  mortal  wound. 

The  Moorifh  flrength  lay  profbate  on  the  ground. 

Nor  Ammon's  fon,  nor  greater  Julius  dared 

With  troops  fo  few,  with  hofls  fo  numerous  warr'd  : 

Nor  lefs  fhall  fame  the  fubjeft  heroes  own : 

Behold  that  hoary  warrior's  rageful  frown ! 

On  his  young  pupil's  flight  his  burning '  eyes 

He  darts,  and,  turn  thy  flying  hofl,  he  cries, 

Back 

^  Tbefrji  Alonzc        King  of  Portugal.    Sec  the  note,  book  hi.  p.  ai. 

*  On  bit  young  pupiCtfigbt  ^  Some,  indeed,  moft  wi  iters  fay,  that 

the  queen  (of  vtbomyfee  book  hi.  p.  17.)  advancing  with  her  army  towards 
Guimaraez,  the  king,  without  waiting  till  his  governor  joined  him,  engaged 
them  and  was  routed  :  but  that  afterwards  the  remains  of  his  army  being 
joined  by  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Egaz  Munitz,  engaged  the 
army  of  the  queen  a  fecond  time  and  g^ed  a  complete  vi^ory.  Univ. 
Hid. 


BOOK  Till.  THE    LUSIAD.  3^1 

Back  to  the  field — ^The  veteran  and  the  boy 

Back  to  the  field  exult  with  furious  joy : 

Their  ranks  mow'd  down,  their  boaftfiil  foe  recedes/ 

The  vanquifli'd  triumph,  and  the  viflor  bleeds. 

Again  that  mirror  of  unOiaken  faith, 

Egaz  behold,  a  chief  felf-doom'd  to  *  death. 

Beneath  Caftilia's  fword  his  monarch  lay ; 

Homage  he  vow'd  his  helplefs  king  {hould  pay; 

His  haughty  king  relieved,  the  treaty  fpums, 

"With  confcious  pride  the  noble  Egaz  bums  $ 

His  comely  fpoufe  and  infant  race  he  leads, 

Himfelf  the  feme,  m  fentenced  felon's  weeds ; 

Around  their  necks  the  knotted  halters  bounds 

With  naked  feet  they  tread  the  flinty  ground  ; 

And  proftrate  now  before  Caftilia's  throne 

Their  ofier'd  lives  their  monarch's  pride  atone. 

Ah  Rome !  no  more  thy  generous  conful  1  boaft, 

Whofe  lorn  fubmiffion  faved  his  ruin'd  hoft : 

No  father's  woes  afiail'd  hb  ftedfaft  mind  5 

The  deareft  tics  the  Lufian  chief  rcfign'd. 

There,  by  the  ftream,  a  town  befieged,  behold^ 
The  Moorifh  tents  the  fhatter'd  walls  infold. 

VOL.  11.  Y    •  Fierce 


'  Eg^x  beboUy  a  ch'uf  f elf -doom  i  to  death^-^t^  the  fame  ftory,  BOOK  III. 
p.  19. 

^  Ab  Rome  !  no  more  toy  generous  conful  Uafl--^^^.  Pofthumus,  who,  over- 
powered by  the  Samnitcs,  fubmitted  to  the  indignity  of  paiHi^  under  the 
yoke  or  gallows. 
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Fierce  as  the  lion  from  the  covert  fprings, 

When  hunger  gives  his  rage  the  whirlwind's  wings  ^ 

From  ambu(h|  lo,  the  vaiiant  Fuaz  pours. 

And  whelms  in  (hdden  rout  th'  aftonifh*d  Moors* 

The  Mooriih  king  in  captive  chains  he  » fends  f 

And  low  at  Lifboa's  throne  the  royal  captive  bends^ 

Fuaz  again  the  artilFs  (kill  displays ; 

Far  o'er  the  ocean  ilhine  his  enfign's  rays  : 

In  crackling  flames  the  Moorifh  galleys  fly. 

And  the  red  blaze  afcends  the  blufhisig  fky : 

O'er  Avila's  high  fteep  the  flames  afpire, 

And  wrap  the  forefts  in  a  iheet  of  fire : 

There  fecm  the  waves  beneath  the  prows  to  boiF  ; 

And  diilant  far  around  for  many  a  mile 

The  glafly  deep  reflcfts  the  ruddy  Uaze  ; 

Far  on  the  edge  the  yellow  light  decays. 

And  blends  with  hovering  blacknefs.     Great  and  dread 

Thus  fhone  the  day  when  firft  the  combat  bledj 

The  firft  our  heroes  battled  on  the  main, 

The  glorious  prelude  of  our  naval  reign. 

Which  now  the  waves  beyond  the  burning  zone. 

And  northern  Greenland's  firoft-bound  billows  own. 

Again 

«  The  Moorijb  king  The  Alcaydcs,  or  tributary  governors  under  the 

Miraniolin  or  emperor  of  Morocco,  are  often  by  the  Spanish  and  Portu- 
ouefe  writers  (liled  kings.  He  who  was  furprifed  and  taken  priibner  by 
Don  Fuaz  Roupinho,  was  named  Gama,  Fuaz,  after  having  gained  the 
firft  naval  vi^ry  of  the  Portuguefc,  alfo  experienced  their  firft  defeat. 
With  one  and  twenty  fail,  he  atucked  fifty-four  large  gallies  of  the  Moors. 
The  fca,  fays  Brandan,  which  had  lately  furniihed  him  with  trophies,  now 
fuppHcd  him  with  a  tomb. 
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Again  behold  brave  Fuaz  dares  the  fight ! 

Oerpower'd  he  finks  beneath  the  Moorifh  might ; 

Smiling  in  death  the  martyr-hero  lies. 

And  lo !  his  foul  triumphant  mounts  the  ikies. 

Here  now  behold,  in  warlike  pomp  pourtray'd, 

A  foreign  navy  brings  the  pious  "  aid. 

Lo,  marching  from  the  decks  the  fquadrons  fpread. 

Strange  their  attire,  their  afpeft  firm  and  dread. 

The  holy  crofs  their  enfigns  bold  difplay. 

To  Salem's  aid  they  ploughed  the  watery  way ; 

Xct  firft,  the  caufe  the  fame,  on  Tago's  fhore 

Xhey  dye  their  maiden  fwords  in  Pagan  gore. 

Proud  ftood  the  Moor  on  Lifboa's  warlike  towers ; 

From  Lifboa's  walls  they  drive  the  Moorifh  powers : 

Amid  the  thickeft  of  the  glorious  fight, 

Lo !  Henry  falls,  a  gallant  German  knight, 

A  martyr  falls ;   that  holy  tomb  behold. 

There  waves  the  bloilbm^d  palm  the  boughs  of  gold : 

Cer  Henry's  grave  the  facred  plant  arofe, 

Andfromtheleaves,heaven'sgift,gayhealthredundant*flows. 

Y  2  Aloft, 


■  A  foreign  navy  brings  tl>e  pious  aid — A  navy  of  crufaders,  nioftly  EngUih. 
Sec  BOOK  III.  p.  26. 

•  Andfromibe  i!f<rp«— This  legend  is  mentioned  by  fome  ancient  Portu- 
gueie  chronicles.  Homer  would  have  availed  himfelf,  as  Camoens  has 
done,  of  a  tradition  ib  enthuHadical,  and  chara^teriftic  of  the  age.  Henry 
was  a  native  of  B  jnneville  near  Cologn.  His  tomb,  fays  Caftera,  is  ftill 
to  be  fcen  in  the  raonaftery  of  St.  Vincent,  but  without  the  palm. 
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Aloft,  unfurl ;  the  vaUant  Paulus  cries  ; 
Inftant  new  wars  on  new-fpread  enfigas  rife. 
In  robes  of  white  behold  a  prieft  P  advance ! 
His  fword  in  ff^inters  fmites  the  Moorifh  lance : 
Arronchez  won  revenges  Lira's  fallr 
And  lo  !  on  fair  Savilia's  batter^i  wall. 
How  boldly  calm  amid  the  cralhing  fpears. 
That  hero-form  the  Lufian  ftandard  rears. 
There  bleeds  the  war  on  fair  Vandalia's  plain ; 
Lo,  rufhing  through  the  Moors  o'er  hills  of  (Iain 
The  hero  rides,  and  proves  by  genuine  claim 
The  fon  of  Egas  %  and  his  worth  the  fame. 
Pierced  by  his  dart  the  ftandard-bearer  dies  ; 
Beneath  his  feet  the  Moorifh  ftandard  lies : 
High  o'er  the  field,  behold  the  glorious  blaze  I 
The  viftor-youth  the  Luiian  flag  difplays. 
Lo,  while  the  moon  through  midnight  azure  rides. 
From  the  high  wall  adown  his  fpear-ftaff  glides 
The  dauntlefs  Gerald :   in  his  left  he  ^  bears 
Two  watchmen's  heads,  his  right  the  faulchion  rears : 

The 


r  In  robes  of  ivhite  helmld a  pr'iejl  advance^^^*^  Theotonius,  prior  of  the  Re- 
"  gulars  of  St.  Auguftine  of  .Conymbra.  Some  ancient  chronicles  relate 
"  this  circumftance  as  mentioned  by  Camoens.  Modern  writers  ailert, 
"  that  he  never  quitted  his  brcviaiy.'*     Ca/iera. 

••  The  fon  •f  Egas — He  was  named  Mem  Moniz,  and  was  fbn  of  Egas 
Moniz,  celebrated  for  the  friirender  of  himfelf  and  family  to  the  king  of 
Caftile,  as  already  mentioned. 

'  The  Jauntift  Gerald--^**^  He  was  a  man  of  rank,  who,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  Icg.il  punlPiiment  to  which  fcveral  crimes  rendered  him  obnoxious,  put 

himfeU 
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The  gate  he  opens ;  fwift  from  ambufh  rife 

His  ready  bands,  the  city  falls  his  prize : 

Evora  flfll  the  grateful  honour  pays. 

Her  bannered  flag  the  mighty  deed  difplays : 

There  frowns  the  hero  5  in  his  left  he  bears 

The  two  cold  heads,  his  right  the  fitulchion  rears* 

Wronged  by  his  king,  and  burning  for  •  revenge. 

Behold  his  arms  that  proud  Caftilian  change  ; 

The  Moorifh  buckler  on  his  bread  he  bears. 

And  leads  the  fierceft  of  the  Pagan  fpears. 

Abrantes  falls  beneath  his  raging  force. 

And  now  to  Tago  bends  his  furious  courfe. 

Another  fcite  he  met  on  Tago's  fhore, 

Brave  Lopez  from  his  brows  the  laurels  tore  ; 

His  bleeding  army  ftrew'd  the  thirfty  ground. 

And  captive  chains  the  rageful  leader  bound. 

Refplendent  far  that  holy  chief  behold  ! 

Afide  he  throws  the  lacred  ftaffof  gold. 

And 


himfclf  at  the  head  of  a  party  of  freebooters.  Tiring  however,  of  that  life, 
he  reiblved  to  reconcile  himfelf  to  his  fovereign  by  fbme  noble  aOion.  Full 
of  this  idea,  one  evening  he  entered  Evora,  which  then  belonged  to  the 
Moors.  In  the  night  he  killed  the  centinels  of  one  of  the  gates,  which  he 
•pened  to  his  companions,  who  foon  became  mafters  of  the  place.  This 
exploit  had  its  defired  eSe€t  The  king  pardoned  Gerald,  and  made  him 
governor  of  Evora.  A  knight  with  a  fword  in  one  hand,  and  two  heads  in 
the  other,  from  that  time  became  the  armorial  bearing  of  the  city.'* 
Cafiera, 

•  lVrmg*d  iy  bis  king — Don  Pedro  Fernando  de  Caftro,  injured  by  the 
family  of  Lara^  and  denied  redrefs  by  the  king  of  Caftile,  took  the  infa- 
mous revenge  of  bearing  arms  againft  his  native  country.  At  the  head  of  a 
Moori/h  army  he  committed  fe vend  outrages  ia  Spain;  but  was  totally 
defeated  in  Portugal, 
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And  wields  the  fpear  of  fteel.    How  bold  advance 

The  numerous  Moors,  and  with  the  refted  lance 

Hem  round  the  trembling  Lufians !   Calm  and  bold 

Still  towers  the  prieft>  and  lo!  the  Ikies  t  unfold : 

Cheered  by  the  vifion  brighter  than  the  day 

The  Lufians  trample  down  the  dread  array 

Of  Hagar's  legions :  on  the  reeking  plain 

Low  with  their  flaves  four  haughty  kings  lie  flain. 

In  vain  Alcazar  rears  her  brazen  walls. 

Before  his  rufhing  hod  Alcazar  falls. 

There,  by  his  altar,  now  the  hero  fliines. 

And  with  the  warrior's  palm  his  mitre  twines. 

That  chief  behold :  though  proud  Caftilia's  hoft 

He  leads,  his  birth  fliall  Tagus  ever  boaft. 

As  a  pent  flood  burds  headlong  o'er  the  ftrand. 

So  pours  his  fury  o'er  Algarbia's  land  : 

Nor  rampired  town,  nor  caftled  rock  afibrd 

The  refuge  of  defence  from  Payo's  fword. 

By  night-veil'd  art  proud  Sylves  falls  his  prey. 

And  Tavila's  high  walls  at  middle  day 

Fearleis 


* andio  /  tbejk'us  unfild—'^*'  According  to  ibmc  andent  Portuguefe 

"  hiflorics,  Don  Matthew,  bifliop  of  LUbon,  in  the  reign  of  Alonzo  I, 
**  attempted  to  reduce  Alcazar,  then  in  pofieflion  of  the  Moors.  Hb 
*'  troops  bting  fuddcnly  furroundcd  by  a  numerous  party  of  the  enemy, 
"  were  ready  to  fly,  when,  at  the  prayers  of  the  biftiop,  a  venerable  old 
"  man,  cloatlied  in  white,  with  a  red  crofs  on  his  brcaft,  appeared  in  the 
«  air.  I'hc  miracle  difpcUed  the  fears  of  the  Portugncfc ;  the  Moors  wcr< 
♦*  defeated,  and  the  conqucft  of  Akazar  crowned  the  viaory,"     Cafitra. 
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Fearlds  he  icales :  her  ftrects  in  blood  dq>Iore 

The  feven  brave  hunters  murdered  by  the  ^  Moor. 

Thefe  three boldknights  how  dread !  thro'Sgain  and^Fraace 

At  juft  and  tournay  with  the  titled  lance 

indlors  they  rode  :  Caftilia*s  court  beheld 

Her  peers  overthrown ;  the  peers  with  rancour  fwcH'd ; 

The  braveft  of  the  three  their  fwords  (urround  5 

Brave  Ribeir  ilrews  them  vanquifh^d  o'er  the  ground. 

Now  let  thy  thoughts,  all  wonder  and  on  fire» 

That  darling  Ton  of  warlike  fame  admire! 

Proftrate  at  proud  Caftilia's  monarches  feet 

His  land  lies  trembling :  lo  !  the  nobles  meet : 

Softly  they  feem  to  breathe,  and  forward  bend 

The  fervilc  neck  ^  each  eye  diftrufls  his  friend ; 

Fearful 


■  — —  berJireeU  in  Hood  dtplore 
^Tbe  feven  brave  hunter j  murder  d  by  ihe  Moor, 

—  "  Duriag  a  truce  with  th«  Moors,  fix  cavaliers  of  the  order  of  St. 
"  James  were,  while  on  a  hunting  party,  (iirrounded  and  killed  by  anume- 
**  roui  body  of  the  Moors,  During  the  fight,  in  which  the  gentlemen  (bid 
•^  their  lives  dear,  a  common  carter,  named  Oarcias  Rodrigo,  who  chanced 
**  to  pais  that  way,  came  generoufly  to  their  alEflance,  and  lofl  his  life 
**  along  with  them.  The  poet,  in  giving  all  feven  the  fame  title,  iliews 
**  us  that  virtue  conditntes  tmc'  nobility.  Don  Payo  de  Correa,  grand 
^  maAer  of  the  order  of  St.  James,  revenged  the  death  of  thefe  brave  an^ 
•**  fortunates,  by  the  fack  of  Taviia,  where  his  juft  rage  put  the  garrifon  to 
*«  the  fword."     Caftera, 

*  Tbefe  three  bold  knight  how  i/rAs^/— -Nothing  can  give  us  a  ftronger  pic- 
ture of  the  romantic  character  of  their  age,  than  the  manners  of  thele  cham- 
pions, who  were  gentlemen  of  birth ;  and  who,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  knight- 
errantry,  went  about  from  court  to  court  in  queft  of  adventures.  Their 
names  were,  Goncalo  Ribciro;  Fernando  Martincx  de  Santarene;  and 
Vafco  Anez,  fofter-brother  to  Mary»  queen  of  Caftiie,  daughter  of  Alon- 
»o  IV.  of  Portugal. 
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Fearful  each  tongue  to  fpeak;  each  bofbiji  cold : 

When  coloured  with  fiem  rage,  ereft  and  bold 

The  hero  rifes ;  here  no  foreign  throne 

Shall  fix  its  bafe  $  my  native  king  alone 

Shall  reign — Then  rufhing  to  the  fight  he  leads  ; 

Low  vanquilh'd  in  the  duft  Caftilia  bleeds. 

Where  proudeft  hope  might  deem  it  vain  to  dare, 

God  led  him  on,  and  crown'd  the  glorious  war. 

Though  fierce  as  numerous  are  the  hofts  that  dwell 

By  Betis'  ftream,  thefe  hofts  before  him  felL 

The  fight  behold :  while  abfent  from  his  bands, 

Preft  on  the  ftep  of  flight  his  army  ftands. 

To  call  the  chief  an  herald  fpeeds  away : 

Low. on  his  knees  the  gallant  chief  furvcy ! 

He  pours  his  ibul,  with  lifted  hands  implores. 

And  heaven's  affifting  arm,  infpired,  adores. 

Panting  and  pale  the  herald  urges  fpeed : 

With  holy  trufl  of  viftory  decreed, 

Carelefs  he  anfwers,  xAthing  urgent  calls : 

And  foon  the  bleeding  foe  before  him  falls. 

To  Numa  thus  the  pale  Patricians  fled  i 

The  hoftile  fquadron's  o'er  the  kingdom  fpread. 

They  cry ;  unmoved  the  holy  king  replies. 

And  I,  behold,  am  offering  w  facrifice  ! 

Earneft 

*  AnJ  /,  heboid   am  ofering  fairi/Kc^Thit  line,  the  AmpUdty  of  wfakh, 
I  think,  contains  great  dignit)^  is  adopted  from  Fa&lhaw, 

And  I,  ye  fee,  am  offering  facrifice.— 

who 
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£ameft  I  fee  thy  wondering  eyes  enquire, 

"Who  this  illuftriotis  chief,  his  country's  fire  ? 

The  Lufian  Scipio  well  might  fpeak  his  ^  fame. 

But  nobler  Nunio  (hines  a  greater  name : 

On  earth's  green  bofom,  or  on  ocean  grey, 

A  greater  never  fhall  the  fun  furvey* 

Known  by  the  filvcr  crofs  and  fable  >'  (hield. 
Two  knights  of  Malta  there  command  the  field  ; 
From  Tago's  banks  they  drive  the  fleecy  prey. 
And  the  tired  ox  lows  on  his  weary  way : 
When,  as  the  falcon  through  the  foreft  glade 
Darts  on  the  leveret,  from  the  brown-wood  (hade, 

Darte 


wbo  has  here  catchcd  the  fpirit  of  the  original : 

A  quern  Ibe  a  dura  nova  eflava  dandoy 
JPcis  euy  re/pottdff  ejicu  facrificanda. 

i.  e.  To  v^hom  when  they  told  the  dreatgik tidings.  **  And  I,  he  replies. 
**  am  iacrificing."  The  piety  of  Numa  was  crowned  with  vi^ry.  Vid. 
Phit.in  vit.  Nam. 

*  The  Luftan  Scipio  nvM  might /peak  h'ufijiu^ 
JSutMohkr  Nunio^mw  a  greater  i 


Caftera  jaftly  obfcrves  the  happinefs  with  which  Camoens  mtroduces  the 
name  of  this  truly  great  man.  //  va,  (ays  he,  le  nemmer  twt  a  fheure,  awe 
tme  odrejfe  ft  une  magnijUeMe  digtie  d'uHji  beaufvjei* 

y  T-uoinigbis  of  Malta  Thefe  knights  where  firft  named  knights  hofpi- 
tallers  of  St.  John  of  Jcraialem,  afterwards  knights  of  Rhodes,  from  whence 
they  were  driven  to  Meflina,  ere  Malta  was  aflignedto  them,  where  they 
now  remain.  By  their  oath  of  knighthood  they  are  bound  to  protect  the 
holy  fepulchre  from  the  profanation  of  infidels ;  and  immediately  on  taking 
this  oath,  they  retire  to  their  colleges,  where  they  live  on  their  revenues  in 
all  the  idlenefs  of  monkilh  luxury.  Their  original  habit  was  black  with  a 
white  aofs ;  their  arms  gules,  a  crofs,  argrot, 
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Darts  Roderick  on  their  rear ;  in  fcatter^d  flight 

They  leave  the  goodly  herds  the  viAor's  right. 

Again,  behold,  in  gore  he  bathes  his  fword ; 

His  captive  friend,  to  liberty  »  reftored. 

Glows  to  review  the  cauie  that  wrought  his  woe. 

The  caufe,  lus  loyalty  as  taintlefs  fhow. 

Here, » treafon's  well-eam'd  meed  allures  thine  eyes. 

Low  groveling  in  the  duft  the  traitor  dies  j 

Great  Elvas  gave  the  blow :  again,  behold. 

Chariot  and  fteed  in  purple  ilaughter  roll'd: 

Great  Elvas  triumphs ;  wide  o'er  Xeres'  plain 

Around  him  reeks  the  nobleft  blood  of  Spain. 

Here 


■  His  eapthoe fr'und'''^-^'2ktiQm  John  I.  mounted  the  throne  of  Portugal, 
one  Vafco  Porcallo  was  governor  of  Viilaviciofa.  Roderic  de  Landroai  and 
his  friend  Alvarez  Cuytado,  having  difcovered  that  he  was  in  the  intereft  of 
the  king  of  Caftiie,  drove  him  from  his  town  and  fortreis.  On  the  efta^ 
Uifhment  of  king  John,  Porc^tto  had  the  art  to  obtain  the  favour  of  that 
prince,  but  no  iboner  was  he  re-inflated  in  the  garrifon,  than  he  delivered 
it  up  to  the  Caftilians;  and  plundered  the  houfe  of  Cuytado,  whom,  with 
his  wife,  he  made  prisoner ;  and  under  a  numerous  party,  ordered  to  be 
fent  to  Oliven^a.  Roderic  de  Landtoai  hearing  of  this,  attacked  and  de- 
feated the  efcort,  and  fet  his  friend  at  liberty.     Caflera, 

»  Here  treafont  noell-eartCd  meed  allures  thine  fy«x—- While  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal  was  divided,  fome  holding  with  John  the  newly  eleOed  king,  and 
others  with  the  king  of  CafHle,  Roderic  Marin,  governor  of  Campo-MaF> 
jor,  declared  for  the  latter.  Fernando  d*£lvas  endeavoured  to  gain  him 
to  the  intereft  of  his  native  prince,  and  a  conference,  with  the  ufual  aflu* 
ranees  of  fafety,  was  agreed  to.  Marin,  at  his  meeting,  feized  upon  £lvas» 
and  fent  him  prifbner  to  his  caftle.  Elvas  having  recovered  his  liberty,  a 
few  days  after  met  his  enemy  in  the  field,  whom  in  his  turn  he  made  cap* 
five  ;  and  the  traitcrous  Marin,  notwithftanding  the  endeavours  of  their 
captain  to  fave  his  life,  met  the  reward  of  his  trealbn  from  theibldters  of 
Klvas,     Parthfrem  Cafitra, 
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Here,  Utboa's  fpacious  harbour  meets  the  view ; 
How  vaft  the  foe's,  the  Lufian  fleet  how  few ! 
Caftile  proud  war-ihips,  circling  rounds  enclofe 
The  Lufian  gallies ;  through  their  thundoing  rows. 
Fierce  preiBng  on,  Pereira  fearlefs  rides. 
His  hooked  irons  graip  the  Ammirars  fides  ; 
Confufion  maddens ;  on  the  dreadlefs  knight 
Caftilia's  navy  pours  its  gathered  might : 
Pereira  dies,  their  felf-dcvoted  prey. 
And  fafe  the  Lufian  gallies  Ipeed  *  away. 

Lo !  where  the  lemon-trees  from  yon  green  hill 
Throw  their  cool  fliadows  o'er  the  cryftal  rill ; 
There  twice  two  hundred  fierce  Caftilian  foes 
Twice  eight,  forlorn,  of  Lufian  race  enclofe : 
Forlorn  they  fcem  ;  but  taintlcfs  flow'd  their  blood 
From  thofe  three  hundred  who  of  old  withftood, 
Withftood,  and  from  a  thoufand  Romans  tore 
The  viftor-wreath,  what  time  the*fliepherd  bore 
The  leader's  ftafF  of  Luliis :  equal  <*  flame 
Infpu-ed  thefe  few,  their  viftory  the  fame. 

Though 

*  And  fafe  the  LuftangaUiesfpted  (vway. A  numerous  fleet  of  the  Cafti- 

lians  being  on  their  way  to  lay  fiegc  to  L.in3on,  Ruy  Percyra,  the  Portu- 
gucfc  commander,  feeing  no  poflibility  of  viaory,  boldly  attacked  the  Sps>- 
nitti  admiral.  The  fury  of  his  onfet  put  the  Caftilians  m  difoixler,  and  al- 
lowed the  Portugucfe  gallies  a  fafe  efcapc.  In  this  brave  piece  of  fervice 
the  gallant  Percyra  loft  his  life.     CafUra. 

•  — '^*./&<^Afrrf— Viriatus. 

* <i^fiame  inf^lred  thefe frvo The  Caftilians  having  laid  fiegc  to 

Almada,  a  fortrcfs  on  a  mountain  near  Liftwn,  the  garrifon,  in  the  utmoft 

diftrefs 
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Though  twenty  lances  brave  each  finglc  fpear, 

Never  the  foes  fuperior  might  to  fear 

Is  our  inheritance,  our  native  right. 

Well  tried,  well  proved  in  many  a  dreadfid  fight. 

That  dauntlefs  earl  behold ;  on  Libya's  coaft. 
Far  from  the  fuccour  of  the  Lufian  c  hoft. 
Twice  hard  befieged  he  holds  the  Ccutan  towers 
Againft  the  banded  might  of  Afric's  powers. 
That  f  other  earl ; — ^behold  the  port  he  bore ; 
So  trod  ftern  Mars  on  Thracia's  hills  of  yore. 

What  groves  of  fpears  Alcazar's  gates  furround  ! 
There  Afric's  nations  blacken  o'er  the  ground. 
A  thoufand  enfigns  glittering  to  the  day 
The  waining  moon's  flant  filver  horns  difplay.^ 

In 


diftrefs  for  water,  were  obliged  at  times  to  make  (allies  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hill  in  queft  of  it.  Seventeen  Portnguefe  thus  employed,  were  one  day 
attacked  by  four  hundred  of  the  enemy.  They  made  a  brave  defence  and 
happy  retreat  into  their  fortrefs.     CaJUra. 

•  Far  from  thejuccouroftbe  Lufian  ^^— When  Alonzo  V.  took  Ceuta,  Don 
Pedro  de  Menezes,  was  the  only  officer  in  the  army  who  was  willing  to 
become  governor  of  that  fortrefs;  which,  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of 
fuccour  from  Portugal,  and  the  eameft  defire  of  the  Moors  to  regain  it, 
was  deemed  untenable.  He  gallantly  defended  his  pod  in  two  fevere . 
fieges. 

<  That  iftber  earl  He  was  the  natural  fon  of  Don  Pedro  de  Menezes. 

Alonzo  V.  one  day  having  rode  out  from  Ceuta  with  a  few  attendants,  was 
attacked  by  a  numerous  party  of  the  Moors,  when  De  Vian,  and  Tome 
others  under  him,  at  the  expencc  of  their  own  lives,  purchafcd  the  fafc  rc« 
treat  of  their  fovercign. 
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In  vain  their  rage ;  no  gate,  no  turret  falls, 

The  brave  De  Vian  guards  Alcazar's  walls. 

In  hopelefs  conflifl  loft  his  king  appears ; 

Amid  the  thickeft  of  the  Moorifli  fpears 

Plunges  bold  Vian :  in  the  glorious  ftrife 

He  dies,  and  dying  faves  his  fovereign's  life. 

Illuftriousy  lo!  two  brother-heroes  fhine, 
Their  birth,  their  deeds,  adorn  the  royal  line  ^ 
To  every  king  of  princely  Europe  ^  known. 
In  every  court  the  gallant  Pedro  ihone. 
The  glorious  s  Henry — kindling  at  his  name 
Behold  my  failors  eyes  all  Iparkle  flame ! 
Henry  the  chief,  who  firft,.by  heaven  infpired. 
To  deeds  unknown  before,  the  failor  fired ; 
The  confcious  failor  left  the  fight  of  fliore. 
And  dared  new  oceans,  never  ploughed  before. 

The 
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called  the  Uiyflesof  his  age,  on  account  both  of  his  eloquence  and  his  ro}"-* 
ages.  He  vifited  almoft  every  court  of  Europe,  but  he  principally  diftin- 
guifhed  himfclf  in  Germany,  where,  under  the  ftandardi  of  the  emperor 
Sigiimond,  he  flgnalized  his  valour  in  the  war  again  ft  the  Turks.  Cajlera. 

t  The  glorious  Henry— ^-^Xn  purfuance  of  the  reafons  afligncd  in  the  pre- 
face, the  tranflator  has  here  taken  the  libeity  to  make  a  tranfpofition  in 
the  order  of  his  author.  In  Camoens,Don  Pedro  dc  Mcnezes,  and  his  fon 
De  Vian,  conclude  the  defaiption  of  the  pi£hired  enfigns.  Don  Henry,  the 
grcatc^*  iraii  pcrhapi  that  ever  Portugal  produced,  has  certainly  the  bcfl 
titl«  to  clt  f  this  proceflion  of  the  Lufian  heroes.  Ani  as  he  was  the  fa- 
ther of  navigation,  particularly  of  the  voyage  of  Gama,  to  fum  up  the  nar- 
rative with  his  encomium,  it  may  be  hoped  has  even  fome  critical  pro- 
priety.   It  remains  now  to  make  a  few  obfcrvations  on  this  fecming  epifode 

of 
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The  various  wealth  of  every  diftant  land 

He  bade  his  fleets  explore,  his  fleets  command. 

The 

of  Cunden$.    The  fliield  of  Achilles  has  had  many  imitators,  fbme  in  one 
degree,  others  in  another.    The  imitation  of  Ariofto,  in  the  zzziii.  canto 
of  his  Orlando  Furioib,  is  mod  fancifully  ingenious ;  and  on  this  undoubt* 
edly  the  Portuguefe  poet  had  his  eye.    Pharamond,  king  of  France,  having 
reibWed  to  conquer  Italy,  defires  the  friendfliip  of  Arthur,  king  of  Britain. 
Arthur  Tends  Merlin  the  magician  to  aHift  him  with  advice.    Merlin,  by 
his  fupematural  art,  raifes  a  fumptuoas  hall,  on  the  fides  of  which  all  the 
future  wars,  unfortunate  to  the  French  in  their  invafions  of  Italy,  are 
painted  in  colours  exceeding  the  pencils  of  the  greated  maflers.    A  de- 
fcription  of  thefe  pictures,  an  epiibde  much  longer  than  this  of  CamdcDS, 
is  given  to  the  heroine  Biadamant,  by  the  knight  who  kept  the  caiUe  of 
Sir  Triflram,  where  the  inchanted  hall  was  placed.    But  though  the  poetry 
be  pleafing,  the  whole  fi^on,  unleis  to  amufe  the  warlike  lady,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  a€Hon  of  the  poem.    Unity  of  delign,  however,  is  neither 
claimed  by  Arioflo,  in  the  exordium  of  his  work,  nor  attempted  in  the  ex- 
ecution.   An  examination  therefore,  of  the  conduA  of  Homer  and  Virgil, 
will  be  more  applicable  to  Camdens.    To  give  a  landfcape  of  the  face  of 
the  country  which  is  the  fcene  of  a£tion,  or  to  defcribe  the  heroes  and 
their  armour,  arc  the  becoming  ornaments  of  an  epic  poem.    Milton's 
beautiful  description  of  Eden,  and  the  admirable  painting  of  the  fliield  of 
Achilles,  are  like  the  embroidery  of  a  fuit  of  doaths,  a  part  of  the  fubjc^ 
and  injure  not  the  gracefulnefs  of  the  make ;  or  in  other  words,  deftroy 
not  the  unity  of  the  a^on.    Yet  let  it  be  obrervcd,  that  admirable  as  they 
are,  the  pi^urcf  on  the  Ihield  of  Achilles,  confidered  by  thcmfclves,  have  no 
relation  to  the  aAion  of  the  Iliad.    If  fix  of  the  apartments  may  be  (aid  to 
rome  the  hero  to  war,  the  other  fix  may  with  equal  juflice  be  called  an  ob- 
vious admonition,  or  a  charge  to  turn  hu£bandman.    In  that  part  of  the 
.^neid,  where  Virgil  greatly  improves  upon  his  maQcr,  in  the  vifions  of  his 
future  race  which  AnchiTes  gives  to  ^nea&  in  Elyfium,  tlic  bufinefs  of  the 
poem  }s  admirably  fuftained,  and  the  hero  is  inspired  to  encounter  erery 
danger  on  the  view  of  fo  great  a  reward.    The  dcfcription  of  the  (hield  of 
^neas,  however,  is  lefs  conneAed  with  the  ctrJuH  of  the  fable.    Virgil, 
indeed,  intended  that  his  poem  (hould  contain  all  the  honours  of  his  coun- 
try, and  has  therefore  charged  the  ihield  of  his  hero,  with  what  parts  of 
the  Roman  hiftory  were  omitted  in  the  vifion  of  Elyfium.    But  fo  foreign 
are  thefe  pi^rcs  to  the  war  with  T-urnus,  that  the  poet  himiclf  tells  us 
JEneas  was  ignorant  of  the  biilory  which  they  contained. 


BOOKTiii.  THE    LUSIAD.  335 

The  ocean's  great  difcoverer  he  fhines ; 

Nor  lefs  his  honours  in  the  martial  lines : 

The 

TaDaj  ptr  djpeum  Vulcau^  dona  paraitit 
3dlratttr:   remmpte  i^itanu  imapne  gawUt, 

Thefe  obiervations,  which  the  tranflator  believes  have  efcaped  the  critics, 
were  fiiggeftcd  to  him  by  the  condaA  of  Camoens,  whofe  defign,  like  that 
of  Vitgii,  was  to  write  a  poem  which  might  contain  ail  the  triomphs  of  his 
country.  As  the  fliield  of  iEncas  fuppUes  what  could  not  be  introduced 
in  the  Tilion  of  Elyfium,  (b  the  enfigns  of  Gama  complete  the  purpofe  cf 
the  third  and  fourth  Luftads.  The  uTe  of  that  long  epifode,  the  converia* 
tioQ  with  the  king  of  Melinda,  and  its  connection  with  the  fubjcCt,  have 
been  already  obferved.  The  feeming  .epifode  of  the  pi^rcs,  while  it  ful- 
fils the  promife. 

And  aU  my  cmmhys  nart  fbefong  adorit 

is  alio  admirably  connected  with  the  conduO  of  the  poem.  The  Indians 
naturally  defire  to  be  informed  of  the  country,  the  hidory,  and  power  of 
their  foreign  vidtors,  and  Paulus  fets  it  before  their  eyes.  In  every  pro- 
grellion  of  the  iceoery,  the  bufineis  of  the  poem  advances.  The  regent 
and  his  attendants  are  flruck  with  the  warlike  grandeur  and  power  of  the 
(Irangers,  and  to  accept  of  their  fricndfliip,  or  to  prevent  the  forerunners 
of  fo  martial  a  nation  from  carrying  home  the  tidings  of  the  difcovery  of 
India,  becomes  the  great  objed  of  their  confideration.  And  fiom  the  pai^ 
lions  of  the  Indians  and  Moors,  thus  agitated,  the  great  cataftrophe  of  the 
Lttfiad  is  both  naturally  and  artfully  produced. 

As  every  reader  is  not  a  critic  in  poetry,  to  (bmc  perhaps  the  expref- 
fions. 

And  the  tired  ox  lows  on  his  weary  way— 
loud  flwuts  aftound  the  ear 

And  the  abrupt  fpeech  of  an  enraged  warrior,  afcribcd  to  a  pifturc; 

Here  no  foreign  throne 
Shall  Hx  its  bafe,  my  native  king  alone 
Shall  reign—. 

may  appear  as  unwarrantable.  This  however,  let  them  be  aflurcd,  is  the 
lanfruage  of  the  genuine  fpitit  of  poetry,  when  the  produ^lions  of  the  Hrtcr 
mufe  are  the  objc«  of  defcription.  L*t  one  very  bold  inftance  of  this  ap- 
pear in  the  piAure  of  the  danoe  of  the  youths  and  maidens  on  the  (hield  of 
Achilles,  thus  faithfully  rendered  by  Mr.  Pope : 

Now 
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The  painted  flag  the  cloud-wrapt  fiege  difplays  i 
There  Ceuta's  rocking  wall  its  truft  betrays. 
Black  yawns  the  breach  ;  the  point  of  many  a  fpear 
Gleams  through  the  fmoke ;  loud  (houts  aftound  the  ear. 
Whofe  ftep  firft  trod  the  dreadful  pafs  ?  whofe  {word 
Hew'd  its  dark  way,  firft  with  the  foe  bcgored  ? 
Twas  thine,  O  glorious  Henry,  firft  to  dare 
The  dreadful  pafs,  and  thine  to  clofe  the  war. 
Taught  by  his  might,  and  humbled  in  her  gore 
The  boaftful  pride  of  Afric  tower'd  no  more. 

Numerous  though  thefe,  more  numerous  warriors  fhine 
Th'  illuftrious  glory  of  the  Lufian  line. 

But 


Now  all  at  once  they  liTc,  at  once  defcend. 
With  well-taught  feet :  now  fliape,  in  oblique  wayt» 
Confus*dly  regular,  the  moving  maze  : 
Now  forth  at  once,  too  fwift  for  fight  they  fpring, 
And  undidinguifliM  blend  the  flying  ring : 
So  whirls  a  wheel,  in  giddy  circles  toft. 
And  rapid  as  it  runs,  the  fmgle  Ipokes  are  loft» 
li    The  gazing  multitudes  ac'rr.i.e  around : 
Two  a^ive  tumblers  in  the  center  bound; 
Now  high,  now  low,  their  pliant  limbs  they  bend : 
And  general  fongs  the  fprightly  revel  end,        il»  xviii. 

Sometimes  when  defcriblng  a  pi^ure,  poetry  will  fay,  the  figures  Jam  to 
move,  to  tremble,  or  to  fing.  Homer  has  once  or  t'Aice,  on  the  (bield  of 
his  hero,  given  this  hint  how  to  underfland  him.  But  often  to  repeat  the 
qualification  were  quite  oppofite  to  the  bold  and  free  fpirit  of  poefy,  which 
delights  in  perfonification,  and  in  giving  life  and  pafCon  to  every  thing  it 
defciibes.  It  is  owing  to  the  fuperior  force  of  this  fpirit,  together  with  the 
more  beautiful  colouring  of  its  landlcape-views,  that  tlie  (hield  of  Achilles, 
in  poetical  merit,  Co  greatly  excels  the  buckler  of  ^ncas,  though  the  divine 
workman  of  the  latter,  had  the  former  as  a  pattern  before  him* 


Booc  VIII.  THE    LUSIAD.  337 

But  ahj  forlorn^  what  fhame  to  barbarous  ^  pride ! 
Friendleis  the  mafter  of  the  pencil  died ; 
Immortal  fame  his  deathlefs  labours  gave ; 
Poor  man,  he  funk  negleAed  to  the  grave  ! 

The  gallant  Paulus  faithful  thus  explained 
The  various  deeds  the  pidured  flags  retained. 
Still  o'er  and  o'er,  and  ftill  again  untired, 
The  wondering  regent  of  the  wars  enquired ; 
Still  wondering  heard  the  various  pleafing  tale, 
Till  o'er  the  decks  cold  fighed  the  evening  gale  : 
The  falling  darknefs  dimm'd  the  eaftem  fhore, 
And  twilight  hover'd  o'er  the  billows  hoar  « 

Far  to  the  weft,  when  with  his  noble  band 
The  thoughtful  regent  fought  Jiis  native  {brand. 

VOL.  II.  Z  O'er 

^  But  aby  forlonty  tobatJhoMu  to  barbarmu  pride— ^hk  the  original, 

Masfaltamlba  pmcely  faltamlbes  iorety 
Htmray  prePNo,  favor ^  quo  a*  artercrw^ 

"  Bnt  the  pencil  wzs  wanting,  colours  were  wanting,  honour,  reward,  fa- 
**  vour,  the  nourifhers  of  the  arts.'*  This  feemed  to  the  tranflator  as  an  im- 
propriety, and  contrary  to  the  purpofe  of  the  whole  fpeech  of  Paulus,  which 
was  to  gire  the  Catual,  a  high  idea  of  Portugal.  In  the  fate  of  the  imaginary 
painter,  the  Lufian  poet  gives  us  the  pidure  of  his  own,  and  rcfentment 
wrung  this  impropriety  from  him.  The  fpirit  of  the  cbmpUint,  however, 
is  preferved  in  the  tranflation.    The  couplet. 

Immortal  fame  his  deathlefs  labours  gave ; 
Poor  man,  he  iunk  negleded  to  the  grave ! 

is  not  m  the  origmai.  It  i&  the  figh  of  indigaatioa  over  the  unworthy  fato 
of  the  unhappy  Camocns. 
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O'er  the  tall  mountain-foreft's  wainng  boughs 
Ailant  the  new  moon's  flendcr  horns  arofe  ; 
Near  her  pale  chariot  (hone  a  twinkling  ftar^ 
And,  fave  the  murmuring  of  the  wave  afar, 
Deep-brooding  filence  reign'd  ^  each  labour  doied-^ 
In  fleep's  foft  arms  the  fons  of  toil  repofed. 
And  now  no  more  the  moon  her  glimpfes  fhed» 
A  fudden  black-wing'd  cloud  the  iky  o'erfpread^ 
A  fullen  murmur  through  the  woodland  groan^^ 
In  woe-fwoln  iighs  the  hollow  winds  bemoan'd  ; 
Borne  on  the  plaintive  gale  a  pattering  fhower, 
Increafed  the  horrors  of  the  evil  hour. 
Thus  when  the  god  of  earthquakes  rocks  the  ground^ 
He  gives  the  prelude  in  a  dreary  found  ; 
O'er  nature's  face  a  horrid  gloom  he  throws. 
With  difmal  note  the  cock  unufual  crows, 
A  fhrill  voiced  howling  trembles  thro'  the  air. 
As  pailing  ghofts  were  weeping  in  defpair ; 
In  difmal  yells  the  dogs  confefs  their  fear. 
And  fhivering  own  fome  dreadful  prefence  near*. 
So  lower'd  the  night,  the  fullen  howl  the  fame. 
And  mid  the  black-wing'd  gloom  ftern  Bacchus  came  ^ 
The  form  and  garb  of  Hagar's  fon  he  took, 
The  ghoft-like  afpeft,  and  the  threatening  »  look. 

Then 


*  Theghojl-lile  afpcBy  and  tie  threaUmng  icoif.— .Mohammed,  by  all  hlftorians^ 
is  dcfcribed  as  of  a  pale  livid  complexion,  and  trux  ajpi&us  etvox  Urrikiih^  of 
a  fierce  threatcnmg  afpcft,  voice,  and  demeanour. 
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Then  o'er  the  pillow  of  a  furious  prieft, 
"Whofc  burning  zeal  the  Koran's  lore  profeft. 
Revealed  he  flood  confpicuous  in  a  dream, 
His  femblance  fhining  as  the  moon's  pale  gleam : 
And,   Guard,  he  cries,  my  fon,  O  timely  guard. 
Timely  defeat  the  dreadfid  fnare  prepared : 
And  canft  thou  carelefs,  unafiefted  fleep, 

While  thefe  flern  lawlefs  rovers  of  the  deep 

Fix  on  thy  native  fhore  a  foreign  throne. 

Before  whofe  fleps  thy  latefl  race  fhall  groan  ! 

He  Ipoke  ;  cold  horror  fhook  the  Moorifli  priefl ; 

He  wakes,  but  foon  reclines  in  wonted  reft  : 

An  airy  phantom  of  the  flumbering  brain 

He  deemed  the  vifion  5  when  the  fiend  again. 

With  flemer  mien  and  fiercer  accent  fpoke  : 

Oh  faithlefs  !  worthy  of  the  foreign  yoke  ! 

And  knowefl  thou  not  thy  prophet  fent  by  heaven. 

By  whom  the  Koran's  facred  lore  was  given, 

God's  chiefeft  gift  to  men :  And  muft  I  leave 

The  bowers  of  Paradife,  for  you  to  grieve. 

For  you  to  watch,  while  thoughtlefs  of  your  woe 

Tc  fleep,  the  carelefs  viftims  of  the  foe ; 

The  foe,  whofe  rage  will  foon  with  cruel  joy. 

If  unoppofed,  my  facred  fhrines  deftroy. 

Then  while  kind  heaven  th'  aufpicious  hour  beftows. 

Let  every  nerve  their  infant  ftrength  oppofe, 

Z  2  When 
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When  foftly  ufhered  by  the  milky  ^  dawn 
The  fun  firft  rifes  o'er  the  daified  lawn. 


Hi» 


^  IVbenfoftiy  yjbcr*d by  themtUydatOi 
rbtfunfrfi  rifes 


"  I  deceive  myfelf  greatly,  (fays  Cadera)  if  this  fimile  is  not  the  moft  noble 
*<  and  the  moft  natural  that  can  be  found  in  any  poem.  It  has  been  imi^ 
**  tated  by  the  Spani(h  comedian,  the  illuftrious  Lopez  de  Ve^,  in  his  oo- 
**  medy  of  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  a£t  x.  icene  I. 

CoMo  mirar  fuede  [er 

£lfol  ai  amanecer, 

I  quamdofe  encUiuU^  no  J* 

Caftera  adds  a  very  loofe  tranflation  of  thefe  Spanifli  Imes  in  French  Tcrfe. 
The  literal  Englifh  is,  As  the  fun  may  be  beheld  at  bis  rijing^  but  toben  iUtifrioufy 
HndUd,  cannot.  Naked,  however,  as  this  is,  the  imitation  of  Gamoens  ii  evi- 
dent. As  Caftera  is  fb  very  bold  in  his  encomium  of  this  fine  fimile  of  the 
fun,  it  is  but  juftice  to  add  his  tranflation  of  it,  together  with  the  original 
Portuguefe,  and  the  tranflation  of  Fanfhaw.    Thus  the  French  trarfOator : 

Letyeupc  feuventfiutenir  la  darie  dufoUil  naiffaiUt  wsaix  lorfquU  s^e^  avaneedam 
fa  carriere  l$tmineufe,  (5*  que  fes  rayons  rapandent  Us  ar  dears  du  midiy  on  tefbtroit  em 
n/ain  de  Venvifager  ;  un  prompt  aveuglement  feroit  U  prix  de  cette  audace* 

Thus  elegantly  in  the  original : 

£m  quanto  he  fraca  a  for^  defta  gentc» 
Ordeoa  como  em.  tudo  fe  refifta, 
Porqne  quando  o  fol  fae,  facilraente 
fie  p6de  aelle  por  a  aguda  vifta  : 
Poremdepois  qae  fbbe  daro,  &  ardente, 
Se  a  agudeza  dos  olhos  o  conquida 
Tao  cega  fica,  quondo  ficareis, 
Se  raizes  criar  ihe  nao  tolheis. 

'And  thus  humbled  by  Fanfhaw : 

Now  whilft  this  people's  ftrength  is  not  yet  knit. 
Think  how  ye  may  refid  them  by  all  ways. 
For  when  xhtfun  is  in  his  nonage  yit. 
Upon  his  morning  beauty  men  may  gaze ; 
But  let  him  once  up  to  his  nenitb  git. 
He  ftrikes  them  blind  witli  his  meridian  rays 
So  blind  will  ye  be,  if  ye  look  not  too*ty 
If  ye  permit  thefe  cedan  to  take  root. 
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His  filvcr  luftre,  as  the  fliinmg  dew 

Of  radiance  mild,  unhurt  the  eye  may  view: 

But  when  on  high  the  noon-tide  flaming  rays 

Give  all  the  force  of  living  fire  to  blaze, 

A  giddy  darknels  ftrikes  die  conquered  fight 

That  dares  in  all  his  g^ow  the  lord  of  light. 

Such,  If  on  India's  foil  the  tender  fhootit 

Of  thefe  proud  cedars  fix  the  flubborn  root. 

Such  fhall  your  power  before  them  fink  deca/d. 

And  India's  fh-ength  fhall  wither  in  their  {hade. 

He  Ipoke  $  and  inftant  from  his  vot'ry's  bed 
Together  with  repofe,  the  daemon  fled  ; 
Again  cold  horror  fhook  the  zealot's  frame. 
And  all  his  hatred  of  Mefliah's  name 
Bum'd  in  his  venom'd  heart,  while  veil'd  in  night 
Right  to  the  palace  fped  the  daemon's  flight. 
Sleeplefs  the  king  he  found  in  dubious  thought ; 
His  confcious  fraud  a  thoufand  terrors  brought : 
As  gloomy  as  the  hour,  around  him  fland 
With  haggard  looks  the  hoary  Magi  ^  band  j 


» Around  himjland 


With  haggard  looks  the  hoary  magi  hand     ■  ■■ 


To 


Or  the  Bnbfliins,  the  diners  of  India.  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  1.  23* 
ikys,  that  the  Perfian  Magi  derived  their  knowledge  from  the  Brachmanes 
of  India.  And  Arrianus,  1.  7.  exprefly  gives  the  Brahmins  the  name  of 
Magi.  The  Magi  of  India,  iays  he,  told  Alexander,  on  his  pretenfions  to 
^▼inity,  that  in  every  thing  he  was  like  other  men,  except  that  he  toojc  ieis 
reft,  and  did  more  mifchief.  The  Brahmins  are  never  among  moderq  wri^ 
fen  called  Magi. 
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To  trace  what  fates  on  India's  wide  domain 

Attend  the  rovers  from  unheard  of  Spaiil, 

Fi^ared 

We  have  already  ob/erved  that  the  wonderful  ▼irtues  peculiar  to  {bme 
plants  very  naturally  contributed  to  eClablifh  the  belief  in  magic.    And  cer- 
tain it  is  that  many  of  the  unlettered  natives  of  Afia  and  South- America^ 
have  a  knowledge  of  feveral  drugs  mod  powerful  in  their  efteOs,  either  as 
poifon,  antidotes  of  poifon,  or  as  difturbers  of  the  imagination.    Their  ig- 
norance makes  them  edeem  theie  virtues  as  magical,  and  their  revenge 
againft  all  Europeans  prompts  them  to  the  mod  religious  concealment.     In 
the  voyage  of  James  Neccius,  a  Dutchman,  in  1603,  we  have  the  account 
of  a  ftrange  delirium  which  feized  all  thoie  of  his  crew,  who,  near  the  king- 
dom  of  Siam,  had  eaten  of  a  certain  fruit  like  a  plum.    Some  imagined 
the  (hip  was  overpowered  by  enemies,  and  boldly  defended  their  cabins ; 
others  danced  and  fung,  and  thought  themfeives  on  (hore  at  a  drunken  ban- 
quet with  their  friends.    And  while  fome  chanted  battelujabs^  and  believed 
they  faw  God  and  his  angels,  others  lay  howling  on  the  decks,  and  imagined 
themfeives  among  the  damned  in  hell.     {Fide  Navi^,  JaeM  NieedLj    This 
delirium  appears  to  take  poflefllon  of  whatever  temperament  of  mind  hap- 
pens at  the  time  to  be  predominant ;  but  happily  It  is  cured  hy  a  found 
lleep.    It  is  a  fad  well  atteded,  that  the  BraJjmin  pretenders  to  magic  have 
a  method  of  aflTefting  the  phantafiesof  thofe  who  apply  to  them.    This  is 
done  by  fome  intoxicating  potion,  adminiflered  with  the  folemnities  of 
witchcraft :  While  it  begins  to  operate,  the  magician's  converfati<Ai  fixes 
the  imagination  on  the  obje^s  he  wifhes  to  raiie ;  and  after  a  recovering 
deep,  thefe  obje^s  are  remembered  as  the  cleared  vifions.     In  the  ap- 
proaches of  natural  madnefs,  the  imagination  is  intenieiy  fixed  upon  ibme 
particular  objeft  or  affection.    This  indicates  a  particular  alliance  between 
this  fpecies  of  intoxication,  and  that  mod  dreadful  difeafe.    The  Portu- 
gucfc  authors  mention  other  kinds  of  natural  magic,  as  known  to  the  In- 
dians.   When  Albuquerque  was  on  the  way  to  Malacca,  he  attacked  a 
large  fliip,  but  jud  as  his  men  weie  going  to  board  her,  Hie  fuddenly  ap- 
peared all  in  dames,  which  obliged  the  Portugucfe  to  bear  off.    Three  days 
afterward  the  iame  vedel  fcnt  a  boat  to  Albuquerque,  ofiering  an  alliance, 
trhlch  was  accepted.    The  flames,  fays  Oforius,  were  only  artificial,  and 
did  not  the  lead  damage.    Another  wonderful  adventure  imnrediatdy  hap- 
pened. •  The  admiral  foon  after  fent  his  long  boats  to  attack  a  diip  com- 
manded by  one  Nehoada  Bceguea.    The  enemy  made  an  obftinate  refid- 
ancc.    Nehoada  himfelf  was  pierced  with  feveral  mortal  wounds,  but  iod 
not  one  drop  of  blood,  till  a  bracelet  was  taken  off  his  arm,  wheA  imme- 
diately the  blood  gu(hed  out,  and  he  expired.      According  to  Oforius, 
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Prquured  in  dark  futurity  to  prove 

The  hell-taught  rituals  of  infernal  Jove : 

Muttering  their  charms  and  fpells  of  dreary  found. 

With  naked  feet  they  beat  the  hollow  ground  i 

Blue  gleams  the  altar's  flame  along  the  walls, 

With  difmal  hollow  groans  the  vidtim  falls ; 

With  earned  eyes  the  prieftly  band  explore 

The  entrails  throbbmg  in  the  living  gore. 

And  lo  !  permitted  by  the  power  divine. 

The  hovering  daemon  gives  the  dreadful™ fign. 

Here 

this  was  &id  to  be  occafioned  by  the  virtue  of  a  ftone  in  the  bracelet  taken 
out  of  an  animal  called  Cabtifia,  which  -when  worn  on  the  body  could  pre- 
vent the  efiiiiion  of  blood  from  the  mod  grievous  wounds.  It  was  natural 
for  the  Portaguefe  ibldiers  to  magnify  any  appearance  of  a  (lyptic,  which 
they  did  not  underft^nd.  And  ceruin  it  is  that  many  barbarous  tribes  aie 
pofleded  of  (bme  natural  fecrets  which  the  learned  of  Europe  do  not  yet 
know.  It  16  not  long  finoe  an  eminent  dilciple  of  Newton  efteemed  the  diA 
covery  of  eleAricity  as  the  dream  of  a  diftempered  brain.  Burbofa  relates 
that  one  Maebamyt^  who  expelled  the  king  of  Guzarat  and  feized  the 
throne,  had  io  aocuftomed  himfelf  to  poiibns,  that  he  could  kill  whoever 
offended  him  by  fpitting  at  them.  His  concubines  never*  furvived  a  iecond 
evening.  This  perhaps  may  be  thought  to  confirm  what  is  faid  of  Mitbrim. 
dates  J  but  both  dories  are  undoubtedly  fomewhat  exaggerated. 

™  Tbe  broering  eUemoH  give*  the  dreadful Jign, — This  has  an  allufion  to  the 
truth  of  hi(lory.  Barros  relates,  that  an  augur  being  brought  before  the 
Zamorim,  *'  Em  hum  vafo  de  agua  Vhe  mofhara  bunas  fiaos,  qut  vin  bam  de  muy 
Um^fara  a  In£af  e  que  a  gente  tfetlasferla  total  dejlrui^m  dos  JMouros  de  aqueU 
las  partes.  In  a  vefiel  of  water  he  fhewed  him  fome  (hips  which  from  a 
great  diftance  came  to  India,  the  people  of  which  would  effect  the  utter  Tub- 
verfio^  of  the  Moors."  Camoens  has  certainly  chofcn  a  more  poetical  me- 
thod of  defcribing  this  divination,  a  method  in  the  fpirit  of  Virgil ;  not  in 
this  is  he  inferior  to  his  great  maftcr.  The  fupematural  flame  which  feizes 
on  Lavinia,  while  alCfting  at  the  iacrifice,  alone  excepted,  every  other  part 
of  the  augury  of  Latinus,  and  his  dream  in  the  Albunean  foreft,  whither 
he  went  to  confult  his  anceftor  the  god  Faunus^  in  dignity  and  poeticki  co- 
louring cannot  come  in  comparifbn  with  the  divination  of  the  Magi,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  daemon  in  the  dream  of  the  Moorifh  pried. 
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Here  furious  war  her  gleamy  faulchion  draws  ; 

Here  lean-ribbM  famine  writhes  her  falling  jaws ; 

Dire  as  the  fiery  peftilential  ft  ar 

Darting  his  eyes,  high  on  his  trophied  car 

Stem  tyranny  fweeps  wide  o'er  India's  ground. 

On  vukure  wings  fierce  rapine  hovers  round ; 

Ills  after  ills,  and  India's  fctter'd  might, 

Th'  eternal  yoke — loud  fhrieking  at  the  <^  fight 

The  ftarting  \nzards  from  the  altar  fly. 

And  filent  horror  glares  in  every  eye : 

Pale  ftands  the  monarch,  loft  in  cold  difmay^ 

And  now  impatient  waits  the  lingering  day. 

With  gloomy  afped  rofe  the  lingering  dawn. 
And  dropping  tears  flow'd  flowly  o'er  the  lawn ; 
The  Moorifti  prieft  with  fear  and  vengeance  fraught, 
Soon  as  the  light  appear'd  his  kindred  fought ; 
Appall'd  and  trembling  with  ungenerous  fear, 
In  fecret  council  met,  his  tale  they  hear ; 

As 


■  T^*  eternal yoke^-^T\a$  piAurc,  it  may  perhaps  be  fald,  is  but  a  bad  com* 
pliraent  to  the  heroes  of  the  Lufiad,  and  the  fruits  of  their  dilcovery.  A 
little  confideration  however  will  vindicate  Camoens.  It  is  the  dzmon  and 
the  enemies  of  the  Portugueie  who  procure  this  divination ;  every  thing  in 
It  is  dreadful,  on  purpofe  to  determine  the  21amorim  to  dedroy  the  fleet  of 
Gama.  In  a  former  prophecy  of  the  conqueft  of  India,  (when  the  Catual 
defcribes  the  fculpture  of  the  royal  palace)  our  poet  has  been  careful  to  af> 
cribe  the  happieft  cifefts  to  tlie  difcovcry  of  his  heroes : 

Beneath  their  fway  majeftic,  wife,  and  mild. 
Proud  of  her  vigor's  laws  thrice  happier  India  fmiled. 
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As  check'd  by  terror  or  Impell'd  by  hate 

Of  various  means  they  ponder  and  debate, 

Againft  the  Lufian  train  what  arts  employ. 

By  force  to  flaughter,  or  by  fraud  deftroy ; 

Now  black,  now  pale,  their  bearded  cheeks  appear. 

As  boiling  rage  prevails  or  boding  fear ; 

Beneath  their  fhady  brows  their  eye-balls  roll, 

Nor  one  foft  gleam  befpeaks  the  generous  foul : 

Through  quivering  lips  they  draw  their  panting  breath. 

While  their  dark  fraud  decrees  the  works  of  death : 

Nor  unrcfolvcd  the  power  of  gold  to  try 

Swift  to  the  lordly  Catual's  gate  they  hie — 

Ah,  what  the  wifdom,  what  the  fleeplefs  care 

Efficient  to  avoid  the  traitor^s  fnare  I 

What  human  power  can  give  a  king  to  know 

The  fmiling  afpeA  of  the  lurking  foe ! 

So  let  the  tyrant  °  plead — the  patriot  king 

Knows  men,  knows  whence  the  patriot  virtues  fpring  ; 

From  inward  worth,  from  confcience  firm  and  bold. 

Not  from  the  man  whoie  honeft  name  is  fold. 

He  hopes  that  virtue,  whofe  unalter^  weight 

Stands  fixt,  unveering  with  the  ftorms  of  ftate. 

Lured 

•  ^0  let  the  tyrant  plead-^ln  thislhort  declamation,  a  fecniing  excreicence, 
the  budneis  of  the  poem  in  reality  is  carried  on.  The  Zamorim,  and  his 
prime  miniftcr,  the  Catual,  are  artfully  charaAerifed  in  it ;  and  the  aA 
iertion 

Lured  %oas  the  regent  nmtb  the  MoorlfigM^ 

is  happily  introduced  by  the  manly  declamatory  refle^ons  which  Immedi- 
ately precede  it. 
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Lured  was  the  regent  with  the  Moorifli  gold. 
And  now  agreed  thdr  fraudfiil  courfe  to  hold. 
Swift  to  the  king  the  regent's  fteps  they  tread ; 
The  king  they  found  o*erwhelm'd  in  facred  dread. 
The  word  they  take,  their  ancient  deeds  relate. 
Their  ever  faithful  fervice  of  the  r  ftate ; 

For 

*  Tbt  Moon  tbeir  ancient  deeds  relate^ 
their  ever  faithful  fervice  of  the  Jlate^-^ 
An  explanation  of  the  word  Moor  is  here  necefl&ry.  When  the  eaft  avoid- 
ed no  more  field  for  the  fword  of  the  conqueror,  the  Saracens,  afllfted  by 
the  Moors,  who  had  embraced  their  religion,  laid  the  fined  countries  in 
Europe  in  blood  and  deflation.  As  their  various  embarkatiooi  were  from 
the  empire  of  Morocco,  the  Europeans  gave  the  name  of  Moori  to  all  the 
profeflbrs  of  the  Mohammedan  religion.  In  the  fame  manner  the  eaftem 
nations  blended  all  the  armies  of  the  cniftders  under  one  appellation,  and 
the  Franksy  of  whom  the  army  of  Godfrey  was  modly  composed,  became 
their  common  name  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  wed.  The  appellation 
even  reached  China.  When  the  Portuguefe  firCiarrived  in  that  empire,  the 
Chinefe  foftening  the  r  into  1,  called  both  them  and  their  cannon^  by  the 
name  of  FaUnks^  a  name  which  is  ftill  retained  at  Canton,  and  other  partar 
of  the  Chinefe  dominions.  Before  the  arrival  of  Garoa,  as  already  observ- 
ed, ail  the  traffic  of  the  eaft,  from  the  Ethiopian  fide  of  Africa  to  China, 
was  in  the  hands  of  Arabian  Mohammedans,  who,  without  incorporating 
with  the  Pagan  natives,  had  their  colonies  e(hibliihed  in  every  country  com- 
modious for  commerce.  Thefe  the  Portuguefe  called  Moors ;  and  at  pre- 
ient  the  Mohammedans  of  India,  are  called  the  Moors  of  Hindoflan  by  the 
lateft  of  our  Englifli  writers.  The  intelligence  which  thefe  Moors  gave  to 
one  another,  relative  to  the  a^ons  of  Gama,  the  general  terror  with  which 
they  beheld  the  appearance  of  Europeans,  whofe  rivalfliip  they  dreaded  as 
the  deftn)£\ion  of  their  power;  the  various  frauds  and  arts  they  employed 
to  prevent  the  return  of  one  man  of  Gama's  fleet  to  Europe  ;  and  their 
threat  to  withdraw  from  the  dominions  of  the  Zamorim  ;  arc  all  according 
to  the  truth  of  hiftor  y.  The  fpeeches  of  the  Zamorim  and  of  Gama,  which 
follow,  are  alfo  founded  in  truth.  They  arc  only  poetical  paraphrafes 
of  the  fpeeches  afcribed  by  Oibrius,  to  the  Indian  fovereign  and  the  Portu- 
guefe admiral.  Where  the  fubjed  was  (6  happily  adapted  to  the  epic 
mufe,  to  negleft  it  would  have  been  reprehenfible :  and  Capioens,  not 

^     unjuftly, 
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For  ages  long,  from  fhdre  to  diftant  fhore 

For  thee  our  ready  keels  the  traffic  bore : 

For  thee  we  dared  each  horror  of  the  wave; 

Whatever  thy  treafures  boaft  our  labours  gave. 

And  wilt  thou  now  confer  our  long-eam'd  due. 

Confer  thy  fiivour  on  a  lawlefs  crew  ? 

The  race  they  boaft,  as  tygers  of  the  wold 

Bear  their  proud  Iway  by  juftice  uncontroll'd. 

Yet  for  their  crimes,  expcU'd  that  bloody  home, 

Thefc,  o'er  the  deep  rapacious  plunderers  roam. 

Their  deeds  we  krfow ;  round  Afric's  fliores  they  came. 

And  fpread,  where'er  they  paft,  devouring  flame ; 

Mozambic's  towers,  enroll'd  in  flieets  of  fire. 

Blazed  to  the  flcy,  her  own  funereal  pyre. 

Imperial  Calicut  fhall  feel  the  fame. 

And  thefe  proud  ftate-rooms  feed  the  funeral  flame; 

While  many  a  league  far  round,  their  joyful  eyes 

Shall  mark  old  ocean  reddening  to  the  fkies. 

Such  dreadful  fates,  o'er  thee,  O  king,  depend, 

Tet  with  thy  fall  our  fate  fliall  never  blend  : 

Ere  o'er  the  eaft  arife  the  fecond  dawn 

Our  fleets,  otir  nation  from  thy  land  withdrawn. 

In 


onjoftly,  thought,  that  the  reality  of  his  hero's  adventures  garc  a  dignity 
to  his  poem.  When  Gama,  in  his  diTcourfe  >with  the  king  of  Melinda, 
finifhes  the  dcfcription  of  his  voyage,  he  makes  a  fpiritcd  apoftrophc  to 
Homer  and  Virgil ;  and  aflerts,  that  the  adventures  which  he  had  aftually 
experienced,  greatly  exceeded  all  the  wonders  of  their  fables.  Camocns 
alfo,  in  other  parts  of  the  poem,  availshimfelf  of  thcfame  aflcrtion. 
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In  other  climes,  beneath  a  kinder  rdgn 

Shall  fix  their  port :  yet  may  the  threat  be  vam ! 

If  wifer  thou  with  us  thy  powers  employ 

Soon  ihall  our  powers  the  robber-crew  deflroy. 

By  their  own  arts  and  fecret  deeds  overcome 

Here  ihall  they  meet  the  fate  efcaped  at  home. 

While  thus  the  priefl.  detain'd  the  monarch's  ear, 
His  cheeks  cdnfeft  the  quivering  pulie  of  fear. 
Unconfcious  of  the  worth  that  fires  the  brave^ 
In  ftate  a  monarch,   but  in  heart  a  flave. 
He  view'd  brave  Vasco  and  his  generous  traioj 
As  his  own  pafiions  ftamp'd  the  confcious  ftain : 
Nor  lefs  his  rage  the  fraudfiil  regent  fired ; 
And  valiant  Gama's  fate  was  now  confpired* 

AmbafTadors  from  India  Gam  A  fought^ 
And  oaths  of  peace,  for  oaths  of  friendfhip  brought  ^ 
The  glorious  tale,  'twas  all  he  wifh'd ,  to  tell ; 
So  Ilion's  fate  was  feal'd  when  He£lor  £ell» 

Again  convoked  before  the  Indian  throne. 
The  monarch  meets  him  with  a  ragefiil  frown  ) 
And  own,  he  cries,  the  naked  truth  reveal, 
Then  (hall  my  bounteous  grace  thy  pardon  feal. 
Feign'd  is  the  treaty  thou  pretend'ft  to  bring, 
No  country  owns  thee,  and  thou  own'ft  no  king. 
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Thy  life,  long  roving  o'er  the  deep,  I  know, 

A  lawlefs  robber,  every  man  thy  foe. 

And  think'ft  thou  credit  to  thy  tale  to  gain  ? 

Mad  were  the  fovereign,  and  the  hope  were  vain^ 

Through  ways  unknown,  from  utmoft  weftern  Ihore, 

To  bid  his  fleets  the  utmoft  eaft  explore. 

Great  is  thy  monarch,  fo  thy  words  declare ; 

But  fumptuous  gifts  the  proof  of  greatnefs  bear : 

Kings  thus  to  kings  their  ^empire's  grandeur  fhew ; 

Thus  prove  thy  truth,  thus  we  thy  truth  allow. 

If  not,  what  credence  will  the  wife  afibrd  ? 

What  monarch  truft  the  Wandeiing  feaman's  word  ? 

No  fumptuous  gift  thou « bring'ft — ^Tet,  though  fome  crime 

Has  thrown  thee  banifh'd  from  thy  native  clime, 

(Such  oft  of  old  the  hero's  fate  has  been) 

Here  end  thy  toils,  nor  tempt  new  fates  unfeen : 

Each  land  the  brave  man  nobly  calls  his  home: 

Or  if,  bold  pirates,  o'er  the  deep  you  roam,  * 

Skiird 


•  Nofimfrhmtsglft  tbou  brim£Ji^^  As  the  Portugucfe  did  not  exped  to 
'*  find  any  people  but  favages  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  only 
'*  brought  with  them  ibme  prefervesand  confections,  with  trinkets  of  coral, 
'*  of  glafs,  and  other  trifles.  This  opinion  however  deceived  them.  In 
**  Melinda  and  in  Calicut  they  found  civilized  nations,  where  the  arts  flou- 
<*  rilhed ;  who  wanted  nothing ;  who  were  polTefled  of  all  the  refinements 
**  and  delicacies  on  which  we  value  ourfelves.  The  king  of  MelinJa  had 
**  the  gcnerofity  to  be  contented  with  the  prefent  which  Gama  mailc  ;  but 
*  the  21amorim,  with  a  difdainful  e>'e,  beheld  the  gifts  which  were  offered 
«<  to  him.  The  prefent  was  thus :  four  mantles  of  fcarlet,  fix  hats  adorned 
«  with  feathers,  four  chaplets  of  coral  beads,  twelve  Turkey  carpets,  icven 
««  drinking  cups  of  brais,  a  chcft  of  fugar,  two  barrels  of  oil,  and  two  of 
"  honey."     Caficru* 
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SkilPd  the  dread  ftorm  to  brave,  O  wekmne  here ! 
Fearlefs  of  death  or  fhame  confefi  fincere : 
My  name  fhall  then  thy  dread  {X'otedtion  be. 
My  captain  thou,  unrivaird  on  the  lea* 

Oh  now,  ye  mufes,  fing  what  gpddefs  fired 

Gama's  proud  bofom,  and  his  lips  infpired. 

Fair  Acid  alia,  love's  celeftial'  queen^ 

The  graceful  goddefs  of  the  fearlefs  mien. 

Her  graceful  freedom  on  his  look  beftowMj 

And  all  colleAed  in  his  bofom  gloVd. 

Sovereign,  he  cries,  oft  witnefs'd,  wdl  I  know 

The  ragefiil  £adihood  of  the  Mooriih  foe  ^ 

Their  fraudful  tales,  from  hatred  bred,  believed^ 

Thine  ear  is  poifbn'd,  and  thine  eye  deceived. 

What  light,  what  fhade  the  courtier's  mirror  giveSf 

That  light,  that  fhade  the  guarded  king  receives. 

Me  haft  thou  viewed  in  colours  not  mine  own, 

Tet  bold  I  promife  fhall  my  truth  be  known. 

If  o'er  the  Teas  a  lawlefs  peft  I  roam, 

A  blood-ftain'd  exile  from  my  native  home. 

How  many  a  fertile  fhore  and  beauteous  ifle. 

Where  nature's  gifts  unclaimed,  unbounded  fmile. 

Mad  have  I  left,  to  dare  the  burning  zone. 

And  all  the  horrors  of  the  gulphs  unknown. 

That 

*  Fair  Addulia^  lovers  celcflial  yj/f«i— Caftera  derives  Acidalia  from  aiw^i 
which,  he  fays,  implies  to  aft  without  fear  or  reftraint.  Acidalia,  is  one 
of  the  names  of  VcnuS|  in  Virgil ;  derived  from  Acidalus,  a  fountain  faatd 
to  her  in  Bceotia. 
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That  roar  beneath  the  axle  of  the  worldj  . 

Where  ne'er  before  was  daring  fail  unfurPd  ! 

And  have  I  left  thefe  beauteous  fhores  behind^ 

And  have  I  dared  the  rage  of  every  wind. 

That  now  breathed  fire,  and  now  came  wing'd  with  froft. 

Lured  by  the  plunder  of  an  unknown  coaft  ? 

Not  thus  the  robber  leaves  his  certain  prey 

For  the  gay  promife  of  a  namelefs  day. 

Dread  and  ftupendousj  more  than  death-^ioom'd  man 

Might  hope  to  compals,  more  than  wifdom  plan. 

To  thee  my  toils,  to  thee  my  dangers  rife : 

Ah !  Liiboa's  kings  behold  with  other  eyes. 

Where  virtue  calls,  where  glory  leads  the  way 

No  dangers  move  them,  and  no  toils  difmay* 

Long  have  the  kings  of  Luius'  daring  race 

Refolved  the  limits  of  the  deep  to  trace,    . 

Beneath  the  mom  to  ride  the  fartheft  waves. 

And  pierce  the  fartheft  fhore  old  ocean  laves; 

Sprung  from  the  «  prince,  before  whofe  matchlefs  power 

The  ftrength  of  Afric  wither'd  as  a  flower 

Never  to  bloom  again,  great  Henry  fhone. 

Each  gift  of  nature  and  of  art  his  own  ; 

Bold  as  his  fire,  by  toils  on  toils  untired. 

To  find  the  Indian  ihore  his  pride  afpired. 

Beneath  the  ftars  that  round  the  Hydra  fhine. 

And  where  fam'd  Argo  hangs  the  heavenly  fign, 


Where 


«  Sprwgfnm  tbi  i*rwr<f.— ^John  I. 
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Where  tliirft  and  fever  bum  on  every  gale 

The  dauntlefs  Hemy  rear'd  the  Lufian  fail. 

Embolden'd  by  the  meed  that  crownM  his  toils. 

Beyond  the  wide-fpread  fhores  and  numerous  ifles. 

Where  both  the  tropics  pour  the  burning  day. 

Succeeding  heroes  forced  th'  exploring  way: 

That  race  which  never  view'd  the  Pleiad's  car. 

That  barbarous  race  beneath  the  fouthernftar. 

Their  eyes  beheld — ^Dread  roar'd  the  blaft — ^thc  wave 

Boils  to  the  fky,  the  meeting  whirlwinds  rave 

O'er  the  torn  heavens  \  loud  on  their  awe-ftruck  ear 

Great  Nature  feem'd  to  call.  Approach  not  here 

At  Liiboa's  court  they  told  their  dread  efcape. 

And  from  her  raging  tempeib,  named  the  "'Cape. 

<<  Thou  fouthmoft  point,'*   the  joyful  king  exclaimed, 

<<  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  be  thou  for  ever  named  I 

«  Onward  my  fleets  fhall  dare  the  dreadful  way, 

<<  And  find  the  regions  of  the  infant  day." 

In  vain  the  dark  and  ever*howling  blaft 

Proclaimed,  This  ocean  never  fhall  be  paft — 

Through  that  dread  ocean,  and  the  tempefb'  roar. 

My  king  commanded,   and  my  courfe  I  bore. 

The  pillar  thus  of  deathlefs  ^  fame,  begun 

By  other  chiefs,  beneath  the  rifing  fun 

In 

^  Andfrvm  herraguig  Umpefs  named  the  Cafc^Scc  the  preface. 
*  "the  pillar  ibut  of  deatblefi  fame,  begun 
By  other  chiefs ,  ^C. 

Till  I  now  ending  what  thofe  did  begin. 

The  furtheft  pillar  in  thy  realm  advance; 

Breaking  the  element  of  molten  tin, 

Through  horrid  ftorms  I  lead  to  thee  the  daoce.       Fam  »baw. 
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In  thy  great  realm  now  to  the  ikies  I  raifei 

The  deathlefs  pillar  of  my  nation's  praife. 

Through  thefe  wild  feas  no  coftly  gift  I  brought  \ 

Thy  ihore  alone  and  friendly  peace  I  fought. 

And  yet  to  thee  the  nobleft  gift  I  bring 

The  world  can  boaft,  the  friendfliip  of  my  king* 

And  mark  the  word,  his  greatnefs  fhall  appear 

When  next  my  courfe  to  India's  ftrand  I  fteer^ 

Such  proofs  ni  bring  as  never  man  before 

In  deeds  of  ftrife  or  peaceful  friendfliip  bore. 

Weigh  now  my  words,  my  truth  demands  the  lights 

For  truth  ihall  ever  boaft,  at  laft>  refiftlefs  might. 

Boldly  the  hero  fpake  with  brow  fevefei* 
Of  fraud  alike  unconfdous  as  of  fear : 
His  noble  confidence  with  truth  impreft 
Sunk  deep,  unwelcome,  in  the  monarch's  breafl  ^ 
Nor  wanting  charms  his  avarice  to  gain 
Appear'd  the  commerce  of  iliuftrious  Spain. 
Yet  as  the  fick  man  loaths  the  bitter  draught, 
Though  rich  with  health  he  knows  the  cup  comes  fraught ) 
His  health  4vithout  it,  felf-deceiv'd,  he  weighs, 
Now  haftes  to  quaff  the  drug,   and  now  delays ; 
Reluctant  thus  as  wavering  pafBon  veer'd. 
The  Indian  Lord  the  dauntlefs  Gam  a  heard  : 
The  Moorifli  threats  yet  founding  in  his  ear^ 
He  a£b  with  caution,  and  is  led  by  fear« 

VOL.  II.  A  a  With- 
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With  folemn  pomp  he  bids  his  lords  prqiare 
The  friendly  banquet,   to  the  regent's  care 
Commends  brave  Gama,  and  with  pomp  retires:: 
'  The  regent's  hearths  awake  the  focial  fires  ; 
Wide  o'er  the  board  the  royal  feaft  is  fpread. 
And  fair  embroidered  fhines  De  Gama's  bed. 
The  regent's  palace  high  o'erlook'd  the  bay 
Where  Gama's  black-ribb'd  fleet  at  anchor  lay.^ 

Ah,  why  the  voice  of  ire  and  bitter  woe 
O'er  Tago's  banks,  ye  nymphs  of  Tagus,  fhew;. 
The  flowery  garlands  from  your  ringlets  torn. 
Why  wandering  wild  with  trembling  fteps  forlorn  f 
The  Daemon's  rage  you  faw,  and  markt  his  flight 
To  the  dark  manidons  of  eternal  night : 
ToU  faw  how  howling  through  the  fhades  beneatb 
He  waked  new  horrors  in  the  realms  of  death. 
What  trembling  tempefts  fhook  the  thrones  of  hell,. 
And  groan'd  along  her  caves,   ye  mufes,  telL 
The  rage  of  baffled  fraud,  and  all  the  fire 
Of  powerlefs  hate,  with  tenfold  flames  confpire  ^ 
From  every  eye  the  tawny  lightnings  glare. 
And  hell,  illumined  by  the  ghaftly  flare, . 
(A  drear  blue  glezuir)  in  tenfold  horror  ihews 
Her  darkling  caverns  }  from  his  dungeon  rofe 
Hagar's  ftern  fon,  pale  was  his  earthy  hue. 
And  from  his  eye^balls  flafli'd  the  lightnings  blue ; 

Convulfcd 
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Convulfed  with  rage  the  dreadful  fhade  demands 

The  bft  afliftance  of  the  infernal  bands. 

As  when  the  whirlwinds,  fudden  burfting,  bear 

Th'  autumnal  leaves  high  floating  through  the  air ; 

So  rofc  the  legions* of  th*  infernal  ftate, 

Dark  Fraud,  bafe  art,  fierce  rage,  and  burning  hate : 

Wing'd  by  the  furies  to  the  Indian  ftrand 

They  bend  ;   the  dsemon  leads  the  dreadful  band. 

And  in  the  bofoms  of  the  raging  Moors 

All  their  coUedled  living  ftrcngth  he  pours. 

One  breaft  alone  againfl  his  rage  was  fleel'd. 

Secure  in  fpotleis  truth's  celeftial  ihield. 

One  evening  paft,  another  evening  clofed. 
The  regent  flill  brave  Gama's  fuit  oppofed  ; 
The  Lufian  chief  his  guarded  gueft  detained. 
With  arts  on  arts,  and  vows  of  friendfliip  feign'd. 
His  fraudful  art,  though  vcirj  in  deep  difguife. 
Shone  bright  to  Gama's  manner- piercing  eyes. 
As  in  the  fun's  bright »  beam  the  gamefome  boy 
Plays  with  the  ihining  flcel  or  cryftal  toy, 

A  a  2  Swift 

*  As  in  the  funs  bright  ^mm— Imitated  from  Virgil,  who,  by  the  iame 
fimilc,  defcribes  the  fluduation  of  the  thoughts  of  ^neas,  on  the  eve  of 
the  Latian  war : 

Laomedontim  heros 
CunAa  videns,  magno  curarum  flu£hiat  zihi, 
Atqut'  animnm  nunc  hue  celcrem,  nunc  dividit  iliac,  . 
In  partelque  rapit  varias,  perque  omnia  verl*at. 
Sicut  aqua:  tremulum  labrU  ubi  lumen  ahenss 

Sole 
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Swift  and  irregular,  by  fudden  ftartSi 
The  living  ray  with  viewlefs  motion  darts. 

Swift 


Sole  repercufTuniy  aut  radiantis  imagine  Lunar, 
Omnia  penrolitat  late  loca  :  jamque  Tub  auras 
Erigitur,  (uminique  feiit  laquearia  teAi. 
This  way  and  that  he  turns  his  anxious  mind. 
Thinks,  and  rejects  the  counfels  he  defign'd ; 
Explores  hitnfelf  in  vain,  in  every  part, 
And  gives  no  reft  to  his  diftra^d  heart : 
So  when  the  fun  by  day  or  moon  by  night 
Strike  on  the  polifhM  brafs  their  trembling  light. 
The  glitt*ring  fpecies  here  and  there  divide. 
And  cafl  their  dubious  beams  from  Hde  to  fide  ; 
Now  on  the  walls,  now  on  the  pavement  play. 
And  to  the  cieling  flafii  the  glaring  day. 

Ariofto  has  alfo  adopted  this  fimile  in  the  eighth  book  of  his  Orlando 
Furiofb : 

Qual  d'acqua  chiara  il  tremolante  lume 

Dal  Sol  percoHa,  o  da*  notturni  rai. 

Per  gli  ampli  tetti  va  con  lungo  falto 

A  deflra,  ed  a  fmiftra,  e  baflb,  ed  alto. 

So  from  a  water  clear,  the  trembling  light 

Of  Phoebus,  or  the  filvcr  ray  of  night. 

Along  the  fpacious  rooms  with  fplendor  plays, 

Now  high,  now  low,  and  (hifts  a  thoufand  ways.        Hoole, 

But  the  happicft  circumftance  belongs  to  Camoens.  The  velocity  and  v*' 
rioasOiiftings  of  the  fun-beam,  re  flexed  from  a  piece  of  cyrdal  or  polifhed 
ftcel  in  the  hand  of  a  boy,  give  a  much  ftronger  idea  of  the  violent  agita- 
tion and  fudo'*n  (hlftings  of  tliought,  than  the  image  of  the  trembling  light 
of  the  fun  or  moon  refle<fted  from  a  vcflcl  of  water.  Th<f  brazen  veffel  how- 
ever, and  not  the  water,  is  only  mentioned  by  Dryden.  Nor  muft  another 
inaccuracy  paTs  unobfen-ed.  That  the  reflection  of  the  moon  fajhed  ih* 
glaring  day  is  not  countenanced  by  the  original.  The  critic  however,  who, 
from  the  mention  of  thcfe,  will  infer  any  difrefpeft  to  the  name  of  Dryden,. 
is,  as  Clitics  often  are,  ignorant  of  the  writer's  meaning.  A  very  different 
infeience  is  intended  :  If  lb  great  a  maftcras  Dryden  has  erred,  let  the  rea- 
der remember,  that  other  tranflators  are  liable  to  fail,  and  that  a  few  in- 
accuracies 
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Swift  o'er  the  wall,  the  floor,  the  roof,  by  turns 

The  fiin-beam  dances,  and  the  radiance  burns. 

In  quick  fuccciBon  thus  a  thoufand  views 

The  fapient  Lufian's  lively  thought  purAies ; 

<^ick  as  the  lightning  every  view  revolves. 

And,  weighing  all,  fixt  are  his  dread  refolves. 

O'er  India's  ihore  the  fable  night  defcends. 

And  Gam  A,  now,  fecluded  from  his  friends, 

Detain'd  a  captive  in  the  room  of  ftate, 

Anticipates  in  thought  to-morrow's  fate  ; 

For  juft  Mozaide  no  generous  care  delays. 

And  Visco's  truft  with  friendly  toils  repays. 


accuracies  ought,  by  no  means,  to  be  produced  as  the  fpecimens  of  any  com- 
pofitioD. 

Wc  have  already  fcen  the  warm  encomium  paid  by  Taffo  to  his  cotempo- 
lary,  Camoens.  That  great  poet,  the  ornament  of  Italy,  has  alfo  tedified 
his  approbation  by  feveral  imitations  of  the  I^ufiad.  Virgil,  in  no  inftance, 
fias  more  cloiely  copied  Homer,  than  TaHb  has  imitated  the  appearance 
of  Bacchus,  or  the  evil  dzmon,  in  the  dream  of  the  Moorilh  prieft.  The 
enchanter  Ifmeno  thus  appears  to  the  fleeping  Solyman. 

Soliman^  Solimano,  i  tuoi  filenti 
Ripofi  a  miglior  tempo  homai  tiferva : 
Che  fbtto  il  giogo  de  ftranicre  gcnti 
La  patria,  ove  regnafti,  ancor'  e  ferva. 
In  quefta  terra  dormi,  e  non  rammcnti, 
Ch'  iniepolte  de  tuoi  Tofla  conierva  ? 
Ove  fi  gran'  vedigio  e  del  tuo  (como, 
Tu  neghittofb  afpetti  il  novo  £^orno  f 


Thus  elegantly  tranflated  by  Mr.  Hoole. 

Oh !  Solyman,  regardlefs  chief,  awake ! 
Jn Jiappicr  hours  thy  grateful  flumber  take : 


Beneath 
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Beneath  a  foreign  yoke  thy  fuhje£l&  bend. 
And  ft  rangers  o'er  thy  land  their  rule  extend. 
Heredoft  thoo  fleep  ?  here  dofe  thy  carelcfs  eyes. 
While  unintcrr'd  each  lovM  aflbctate  lies  ? 
Here  where  thy  fame  ha*  felt  the  hoftile  (com, 
Canft  thou,  unthinking,  wait  the  rifing  mom  ? 


END  OF  THE  EIGHTH  BOOK. 
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IV  £  D  rofe  the  dawn ;    roird  o'er  the  lowering  Iky, 

The  fcattering  clouds  of  tawny  purple  fly. 

While  yet  the  day-fpring  ftruggled  with  the  gloom. 

The  Indian  monarch  fought  the  regent's  dome. 

in  all  the  luxury  of  ACan  ftate 

High  pn  a  gem-ftarr'd  couch  the  monarch  fate  $ 

Then  on  th'  illuftrious  captive  bending  down 

His  eyes,  ftern  darkened  with  a  threatening  frown  : 

Thy  truthlefs  tale,  he  cries,  thy  art  appears, 

Confeft  inglorious  by  thy  cautious  fears. 

Yet  ftill  if  friendfhp,   honeft,  thou  implore. 

Yet  now  command  thy  veflels  to  the  fhore : 

Cenenxss 
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Generous  as  to  thy  friends  thy  fails  reCgn, 

My  will  commands  it,   and  the  power  is  mine  : 

In  vain  thy  art,  in  vain  thy  might  withftands^ 

Thy  fails,  and  rudders  too,  my  will «  demands ; 

Such  be  the  teft,  thy  boafted  truth  to  try, 

Each  other  teft  depifed,  I  iixt  deny. 

And  has  my  regent  fued  two  days  in  vain  ! 

In  vain  my  mandate,  and  the  captive  chain  I 

Yet  not  in  vain,  proud  chief,  ourfelf  fhall  fue 

From  thee  the  honour  to  my  friendfhip  due : 

Ere  force  compel  thee,  let  the  grace  be  thinej 

Our  grace  permits  it,  freely  to  reiigh. 

Freely  to  truft  our  friendfhip,  ere  too  late 

Our  injured  honour  fix  thy  dreadfid  fate. 

While  thus  he  fpake  his  changeful  look  declared. 
In  his  proud  breaft  what  ftartlng  pailions  warr'd. 
No  feature  moVd  on  Gama's  face  was  feen. 
Stern  he  replies,   with  bold  yet  anxious  mien ; 
In  me  my  fovereign  reprefented  fee. 
His  ftate  is  wounded,  and  he  fpeaks  in  me  j 
Unawed  by  threats,  by  dangers  uncontrolled. 
The  laws  of  nations  bid  my  tongue  be  bold. 
No  more  thy  jufticc  holds  the  righteous  fcale. 
The  arts  of  falfhood  and  the  Moors  prevail ; 

I  fee 


•  Thy  fails  y  cad  rudders  too,  my  wc// dSwiffwfr-^According  to  hidory.      See 
the  preface. 
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I  fee  the  doom  my  favour*d  foes  decree, 
Yet,  though  in  chains  I  ftand,  my  fleet  is  free.  . 
The  bitter  taunts  of  fcorn  the  brave  difdain  j 
Few  be  my  words,  your  arts,  your  threats  are  vain. 
My  fovereign*s  fleet  I  yield  not  to  your  *>  fway ; 
Safe  fhall  my  fleet  to  Lifl)oa's  ftrand  convey 
The  glorious  tale  of  all  the  toils  I  bore, 
Afric  furrounded,  and  the  Indian  fhore 
Difcovered — ^Thefe  I  pledged  my  life  to  gain  5 
.  Thefe  to  my  country  fliall  my  life  maintain* 
One  wifli  alone  my  earneft  heart  defires. 
The  fole  impaflion'd  hope  my  breaft  refpires ; 
My  finifli'd  labours  may  my  fovcreign  hear ! 
Befldes  that  wifli,  nor  hope  I  know,  nor  fean 
And  lo,  the  viftim  of  your  rage  I  ftand, 
And  bare  my  bofom  to  the  murderer's  hand. 

With  lofty  mien  he  fpake.     In  ftern  difdain. 
My  threats,  the  monarch  cries,  were  never  vain : 
Swift  give  the  fign — Swift  as  he  fpake,  appeared 
The  dancing  ftreamer  o'er  the  palace  reared ; 

Inftant 


•  My  fovereigns  fleet  I  yield  not  to  your  fway-^Thc  circumftancC  of  Gama*S 
refufing  to  put  his  fleet  into  the  power  of  the  Zamoriin,  is  thus  rendered  by 
Fanfliaw : 

The  Malabar  protcfts  that  he  fliall  rot 
In  prifon,  if  he  fend  not  for  the  Jhif>j, 
He  conjlant,  (and  with  noble  anger  hot) 
His  haughty  nunaet  weighs  not  at  two  cbi^u 
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Inftant  another  eniign  diftant  rofe^ 
Where,  jutting  through  the  flood,  the  mountain  throws 
A  ridge  enormous,  and  on  either  fide   • 
Defends  the  harbours  from  the  furious  tide. 
Proud  on  hb  couch  th'  indignant  monarch  fate. 
And  awful  filence  fill'd  the  room  of  ftate. 
With  fecret  joy  the  Moors,  exuhing,  glow'd. 
And  bent  their  eyes  where  Gam  a*s  navy  rode ; 
Then,  proudly  heaved  with  panting  hope,  explore 
The  wood-crowh'd  upland  of  the  bending  ihore* 
Soon  o'er  the  palms  a  maft's  tall  pendant  flows, 
Bright  to  the  fun  the  purple  radiance  glows ; 
In  martial  pomp,  far-flreaming  to  the  fides. 
Vanes  after  vanes  in  fwift  fucceflion  rife. 
And  through  the  opening  foreft-boughs  of  green 
The  fails'  white  luftre  moving  on  is  feen ; 
When  fudden  rufiiing  by  the  point  of  land 
The  bowfprits  nod,  and  wide  the  fails  expand  i. 
Full  pouring  on  the  fight,  in  warlike  pride. 
Extending  ftill  the  rifing  fquadrons  ride : 
O'er  every  deck,  beneath  the  morning  rays. 
Like  melted  gold  the  brazen  fpear-points  blaze  j 
Each  prore  furrounded  with  an  hundred  oars. 
Old  ocean  boils  around  the  crowded  prores : 
/  And  five  times  now  in  number  Gama's  might. 
Proudly  their  boaftful  fliouts  provoke  the  fight ; 
Far  round  the  fliore  the  echoing  peal  rebounds. 
Behind  the  hill  an  anfwering  fiiout  refounds  : 

Still 
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Still  by  the  point  new-fpreading  fails  appear. 
Till  feven  times  Gama's  fleet  concludes  the  rear. 
Again  the  ihout  triumphant  fhakes  the  bay ; 
Form'd  as  a  crcfcent,  wedg'd  in  firm  array. 
Their  fleet's  wide  horns  the  Luiian  ihips  indafp^ 
Prepared  to  crufh  them  in  their  iron  grafp. 

Shouts  echo  fhouts with  ftern  difdainful  eyes 

The  Indian  king  to  manly  Gam  A  cries, 
Not  one  of  thine  on  Liflx)a's  fliore  fhall  tell 
The  glorious  tale,  how  bold  thy  heroes  fell. 
With  alter'd  vifage,  for  his  eyes  flafh'd  fire, 
God  fent  me  here,  and  God's  avengeful  ire 
Shall  fmite  thy  perfidy,  great  Vasco  cried. 
And  humble  in  the  duft  thy  withered  pride. 
A  prophet's  glow  infpired  his  panting  bread ; 
Indignant  fmiles  the  monarch's  fcorn  confeft. 
Again  deep  filence  fills  the  room  of  ftatc. 
And  the  proud  Moors,  fecure,  exulting  wait : 
And  now  inclafping  Gama's  in  a  ring. 

Their  fleet  fweeps  on ^loud  whizzing  from  the  fixing 

The  black-wing'd  arrows  float  along  the  flcy. 
And  rifing  clouds  the  falling  clouds  fupply. 
The  lofty  crowding  fpears  that  briftling  fi:ood 
Wide  o'er  the  galleys  as  an  upright  wood. 
Bend  fudden,  levell'd  for  the  clofing  fight ; 
The  points  wide-waving  flied  a  gleamy  light- 
Elate  with  joy  the  king  his  afp^£l  rears, 
And  valiant  Gam  a,  thrili'd  with  tranfport,  hears 

His 
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His  drums  bold  rattling  raife  the  battle  Iband  ; 

Echo  deep-toned  hoarfe  vibrates  far    around  ; 

The  fliivering  truinpets  tear  the  fhrill-voiced  air. 

Quivering  the  gale,  the  flafliing  lightnings  flare. 

The  fmoke  rolls  wide,  and  Hidden  burfts  the  roar^ 

The  lifted  waves  fall  trembling,  deep  the  fliore 

Groans  \  quick  and  quicker  blaze  embraces  blaze 

In  flafhing  arms  \  louder  the  thunders  raife 

Their  roaring,  rolling  o'er  the  bended  fldes 

The  burft  inceflant ;  awe-ftruck  echo  dies 

Faultering  and  deafen'd  -,  from  the  brazen  throats. 

Cloud  after  cloud,  inroUM  in  darknefs,  floats. 

Curling  their  fulph'rous  folds  of  fiery  blue. 

Till  their  huge  volumes  take  the  fleecy  hue, 

And  roll  wide  o'er  the  fky;  wide  as  the  fight 

Can  meafure  heaven,  flow  rolls  the  cloudy  white : 

Beneath  the  fmoky  blacknefs  fpreads  afar 

Its  hovering  wings,  and  veils  the  dreadful  war 

Deep  in  its*  horrid  breaft ;  the  fierce  red  glare 

Chequering  the  rifted  darknefs,  fires  the  air. 

Each  moment  loft  and  kindled,  while  around. 

The  mingling  thunders  fwell  the  lengthened  found. 

When  piercing  fudden  through  the  dreadful  roar 

The  yelling  flirieks  of  thoufands  ftrike  the  fhore. 

Prefaging  horror  through  the  monarch's  breaft 

Crept  cold  j  and  gloomy  o*er  the  diftant  eaft, 

Through 
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Through  Gata's  hills  the  whirling  tempeft  *  fighM^ 
And  weftward  fweeping  to  the  blacken'd  tide^ 
Howl'd  o'er  the  trembling  palace  as  it  paft, 
And  o'er  the  gilded  walls  a  gloomy  twilight  caft  ;' 
Then,  furious  rufhing  to  the  darkened  e  bay, 
Refiftlefs  fwept  the  black-wing'd  night  away. 
With  all  the  clouds  that  hover'd  o'er  the  fight. 
And  o'er  the  weary  combat  pour'd  the  light. 

As  by  an  Alpine  mountain's  pathlefs  fide 
Some  traveller  ftrays,  unfriended  of  a  guide  ^ 
If  o'er  the  hills  the  fable  night  defcend. 
And  gathering  tempeft  with  the  darknefs  blend. 
Deep  firom  the  cavern'd  rocks  beneath,  aghaft 
He  hears  the  howling  of^  the  whirlwind's  blaft ; 
Above  refounds  the  crafh,  and  down  the  fteep 
Some  rolling  weight  groans  on  with  foundering  fweep; 
Aghaft  he  ftands  amid  the  fhades  of  night. 
Arid  all  his  foul  implores  the  friendly  light : 
It  comes  'f  the  dreary  lightnings  quivering  blaze, 
The  yawning  depth  beneath  his  lifted  ftep  betrays ; 
Inftant  unmann'd,  aghaft  in  horrid  pain,       * 
Hb  knees  no  more  their  fickly  weight  fuftain  i 

Powerlefs 

*  Through  Gata*  hills  The  hills  of  Gata  or  Gate,  mountains  which 
form  a  natural  barrier  on  the  eadem  fide  of  the  kingdom  of  Malabar. 

Nature's  rude  wall,  again  (I  the  fierce  Canar 

They  guard  the  fertile  lawns  of  Malabar.^— Lu  si  ad  tii. 

•  Tbenfurhus  rujbing  to  the  darken  d bay— -Yox  the  chcumftances  of  the  bat- 
tle, and  the  tempeft  which  then  happened,  fee  the  preface. 
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Powerlefs  he  finks^  no  more  his  heart-blood  flows  : 
So  funk  the  monarch,  and  his  hcart-Uood  finoze ; 
So  funk  he  down,  when  o'er  the  clouded  bay 
The  rufhing  whirlwind  pour'd  the  fudden  day : 
Difafter's  giaQt  arm  in  one  wide  fweep 
AppearMy  and  ruin  blacken'd  o'er  the  deep; 
The  fheeted  mafts  drove  floating  o'er  the  tide^ 
And  the  torn  hulks  roU'd  tumbling  on  the  fide ; 
Some  ihatter'd  plank  each  heaving  billow  toft. 
And  by  the  hand  of  heaven  daQi*d  on  the  coaft 
Grqan'd  prores  ingulph'd,  the  lafhing  furgcs  rave 
O'er  the  black  keels  upturn'd,  the  fwelling  wave 
Kifles  the  lofty  maft's  reclining  head  ; 
And  far  at  fea  fome  few  torn  galleys  fled. 
Amid  the  dreadful  fcene  triumphant  rode 
The  Lufian  war-{hips,   and  their  aid  beftow'd  : 
Their  fpeedy  boats  far  round  aflifting  ply'd. 
Where  plunging,  ftruggling,  in  the  rolling  tide, 
Grafping  the  ihatter'd  wrecks,  the  vanqui(hed  foes 
Rear'd  o'er  the  dafhing  waves  their  haggard  brows. 
No  word  of  (corn  the  lofty  Gam  A  fpoke. 
Nor  India's  Idng  the  dreadful  filence  broke. 
Slow  paft  the  hour,  when  to  the  trembling  fhore 
In  awful  pomp  the  viftor-navy  bore : 
Terrific,  nodding  on,  the  bowfprits  bend, 
And  the  red  ftreamers  other  war  portend : 
Soon  burfts  the  roar ;  the  bombs  tremendous  rife. 
And  trail  their  blackening  rainbows  o'er  the  Ikies ; 


O'er 


k 
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Cer  Calicut's  proud  domes  their  rage  they  pour, 
.  And  wrap  her  temples  in  a  fulph'rous  (hower. 
Tis  o*er — *— In  threatening  filence  rides  the  fleet: 
Wild  rage  and  horror  yell  in  every  ftreet ; 
Ten  thoufands  pouring  round  the  palace  ^  gate. 
In  clamorous  uproar  wail  their  wretched  fate : 
While  round  the  dome  with  lifted  hands  they  kneel'd. 
Give  juftice,  juftice  to  the  ftrangers  yield 
Our  friends,  our  hulbands,  Tons,  and  fathers  flain  ! 
Happier,  alas,  than  thefe  that  yet  remain        ■    ■ 


Curft  be  the  counfels,  and  the  arts  unjuft 

Our  friends  in  chains— our  city  in  the  duft- 
Tet,  yet  prevent— - 


-The  filent  Vasco  faw 


The  weight  of  horror  and  o'erpowering  awe 

That  fhook  the  Moors,  that  fhook  the  regent's  knees 

And  funk  the  monarch  down ^By  fwift  degrees 

The  popular  clamour  rifes.     Loft,  unmann'd. 
Around  the  king  the  trembling  council  ftand  j 
While  wildly  glaring  on  each  other's  eyes 
Each  lip  in  vain  the  trembling  accent  tries ; 
With  anguifh  ficken'd,  and  of  ftrength  bereft, 
Eameft  each  look  enquires,  What  hope  is  left ! 
In  all  the  rage  of  ihame  and  grief  aghaft, 
The  monarch,  faultering,  takes  the  word  at  laft : 

Bv 

'  Ten  tbwfamU  pouring  round  the  palace  gatcy 
Jii  clanwrout  uproar        Sec  the  hidory  in  the  preface. 
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By  whom,  great  chief,  are  thefe  proud  war-fliips  fwa/dy 
Are  there  thy  mandates  honour'd  and  obey'd  ? 
Forgive,  great  chief,  let  gifts  of  price  reftrain 
Thy  juft  revenge — Shall  India's  gifts  be  vain  !        ■ 

Oh  fpare  my  people  and  their  doom'd  abodes 

Prayers,  vows,  and  gifts  appeafe  the  injured  gods : 

Shall  man  deny Swift  are  the  brave  to  fpare : 

The  weak,  the  innocent,  confefs  their  care— — 
Helplefs  as  innocent  of  guile  to  thee. 
Behold  thefe  thoufands  bend  the  fuppliant  knee 
Thy  navy's  thundering  fides  black  to  the  land 
Difplay  their  terrors — yet  mayft  thou  command 


O'crpower'd  he  paufed.     Majeftic  and  ferenc 

Great  Vasco  rofe,  then  pointing  to  the  fcene 

Where  bled  the  war  :  Thy  fleet,  proud  king,  behold 

O'er  ocean  and  the  ftrand  in  carnage  roll'd ! 

So  fhall  this  palace  fmoking  in  the  duft. 

And  yon  proud  city  weep  thy  arts  unjuft. 

The  Moors  I  knew,  and  for  their  fraud  prepared, 

I  left  my  fixt  command  my  navy's  g  guard : 

Whatever  from  fliore  my  name  or  feal  conve/d 

Of  other  weight,  that  fixt  command  forbade  ; 

Thus,  ere  its  birth  deftroy'd,  prevented  fell 

What  fraud  might  didtate,  or  what  force  compel. 

This 

«  I  left  myjixt  command  my  navy^s  ptarJ"^ 
Unmindful  of  my  fate 
This  mod  magnanimous  refolution,  to  facrificc  his  own  fafcty  or  hii  life  for 
the  fafe  return  of  the  fleet,  is  ftriaijr  true.    See  the  preface. 
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This  morn  the  facrifice  of  fraud  I  ftood, 

But  hark,  there  lives  the  brother  of  my  blood, 

And  lives  the  Friend,  whofe  cares  conjoin'd  control 

Thefe  floating  towers,  both  brothers  of  my  foul. 

If  thrice,  I  faid,  arife  the  golden  mom. 

Ere  to  my  fleet  you  mark  my  glad  return. 

Dark  fraud  with  all  her  Mooriih  arts  withftands, 

And  force  or  death  withholds  me  from  my  bands  : 

Thus  judge,  and  fwift  unfurl  the  homeward  fail^ 

Catch  the  firft  breathing  of  the  eaftem  gale^ 

Unmindful  of  my  hte  on  India's  fhore : 

Let  but  my  monarch  know,  I  wifli  no  more— — — 

Each,  panting  while  I  fpoke,  impatient  cries. 

The  tear-drop  burfting  in  their  manly  eyes, 

In  all  but  one  thy  mandates  we  obey. 

In  one  we  yield  not  to  thy  generous  fway : 

Without  thee  never  fhall  our  fails  return ; 

India  fhall  bleed,  and  Calicut  fhall  burn 

Thrice  fhall  the  mom  arife  j  a  flight  of  bombs 

Shall  then  fpeak  vengeance  to  their  guilty  domes : 

Till  noon  we  paufe  ;  then  fhall  our  thunders  roar. 

And  defolation  fweep  the  treacherous  fhore— — - 

Behold,  proud  king,  their  fignal  in  the  fky. 

Near  his  meridian  tower  the  fun  rides  high. 

0*er  Calicut  no  more  the  evening  fhade 

Shall  fpread  her  peaceful  wings,  my  wrath  unftaid ; 

Dire  through  the  night  her  fmoking  duft  fhall  gleam. 

Dire  thro'  the  night  ihall  fhriek  the  female  fcream. 

VOL.  n.  B  b  Thy 
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Thy  worthi  great  chief,  the  pale-lipt  regent  crie% 
Thy  worth  we  own ;  Oh,  may  thefe  woes  fuffice  I 
To  thee  each  proof  of  India's  wealth  we  fend^ 
Ambafladors,  of  nobleft  race,  attend 
Slow  as  he  fiulter'd.  Gam  a  catch'd  the  word^ 
On  terms  I  talk  not,  and  no  truce  aSbrd : 
Captives  enough  ihall  reach  the  Lufian  fhore  : 
Once  you  deceived  me,  and  I  treat  no  more. 
Even  now  my  faithful  failors,  pale  with  rage, 
Gnaw  their  blue  lips,  impatient  to  engage  $ 
Ranged  by  their  brazen  tubes,  the  thundering  band 
"Watch  the  firft  movement  of  my  lMt>ther^s  hand  ^ 
E'en  now,  impatient,  o'er  the  dreadful  thre 
They  wave  their  eager  canes  betipt  with  fire  i 
Methinks  my  brother's  anguifh'd  look  I  fee^ 
The  panting  noftril  and  the  trembling  knee^ 
While  keen  he  eyes  the  fun :  On  hafty  fbides^ 
Hurried  along  the  deck,  Coello  chides 
His  cold  flow  lingering,  and  impatient  cries, 
Oh^  give  the  fign,  illume  the  facrifice, 
A  brother's  vengeance  for  a  brother's  Mood 

He  fpake ;  and  ftern  the  dreadful  warrior  fiood  ; 
So  feem'd  the  terrors  of  his  awfiil  nod. 
The  monarch  trembled  as  before  a  god } 
The  treacherous  Moors  funk  down  in  faint  difmay. 
And  fpeechleis  at  his  feet  the  council  lay : 

Abrupt^ 
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Abrupt,  with  out-ftretch'd  arms,  the  monarch  *  cries. 
What  yet        but  dared  not  meet  the  hero's  eyes, 
What  yet  may  fave  ! — Great  Vasco  ftem  rejoins. 
Swift,  undifputing,  give  th'  appointed  figns : 
Hig^h  o'er  thy  loftieft  tower  my  flag  difplay. 
Me  and  my  train  fwift  to  my  fleet  convey : 

Inilant  command — behold  the  fun  rides  high 

He  fpake,  and  rapture  glow'd  in  every  eye  ; 
The  Lufian  ftandard  o'er  the  palace  flow'd. 
Swift  o'er  the  bay  the  royal  barges  row'd. 
A  dreary  gloom  a  {iidden  whirlwind  threw^ 
Amid  the  howling  blaft,  enraged,  withdrew 
The  vanquifh'd  daemon — Soon  in  luftre  mild» 
As  April  fmiles,  the  iim  aufpicious  fmiled : 
Elate  with  joy,  the  fhouting  thoufands  trod. 
And  Gam  A  to  his  fleet  triumphant  rode. 

Soft  came  the  eaftem  gale  on  balmy  wings : 
Each  joyful  failor  to  his  labour  fprings"; 
Some  o'er  the  bars  their  breafts  robuft  recline. 
And  with  firm  tugs  the '  rollers  from  the  brine, 

B  b  2  ReluOant 

*  Ahrupt             the  maiarcb  eries^^ 
What  yet  may  fine 

Gama's  declaration,  that  no  meflage  from  him  to  the  fleet  coald  alter  the 
orders  he  had  already  left,  and  his  rejection  of  any  farther  treaty,  have  a 
nece(&ry  effect  in  the  conduct  of  the  poem.  They  haften  the  catadrophe, 
and  ^e  a  verifimilitude  to  the  abrupt  and  full  fubmilfion  of  the  Zamorim. 

*         the  rotfsri— — The  capftones«— The  capftone  is  a  cylindrical  wind- 
lafs,  worked  with  bars,  which  are  moved  from  hole  to  hole  as  it  turns  round. 

It 


372  THE    LUSIAD.  book  lau 

ReluAant  dragged,  the  flime-brown'd  anchors  ndfe; 

Each  gliding  rope  fome  nimble  hand  obeys ; 

Some  bending  o'er  the  yard-arm's  length  on  high 

With  nimble  hands  the  canvafs  wings  untie, 

The  flapping  fails  their  widening  folds  diftend. 

And  meafured  echoing  fhouts  their  fweaty  toils  attend. 

Nor  had  the  captives  loft  the  leader's  care. 

Some  to  the  fhore  the  Indian  barges  bear  ; 

The  nobleft  few  the  chief  detains  to  own 

His  glorious  deeds  before  the  Lufian  throne. 

To  own  the  conqueft  of  the  Indian  fhore ; 

Nor  wanted  every  proof  of  Indb's  ftore : 

What  fruits  in  Ceylon's  fragrant  woods  abound. 

With  woods  of  cinnamon  her  hills  are  crown'd: 

Dry'd  in  its  flower  the  nut  of  Banda's  grove. 

The  burning  pepper  and  the  fable  clove ; 

The  clove,  whofe  odour  on  the  breathing  gale 

Far  to  the  fea  Malucco's  plains  exhale : 

All  thefe  provided  by  the  fsuthful  Moor, 

All  thefe,  and  India's  gems,  the  navy  bore: 

The 


It  is  ufed  to  weigh  the  anchors,  raife  mads,  &c.  The  name  ra/Zfr,  deicribes 
both  the  machine  and  its  ufe,  and  it  may  be  prefumed,  is  a  more  poetical 
word  than  capftone.  The  verfification  of  this  pafTage  in  the  oqginaly  af- 
fords a  mod  noble  example  of  imitatiye  harmony : 


Mas  ja  nas  nuos  os  bons  trabalhadores 
VoNem  o  cabreAante,  &  repartidos 
Pelio  trabaiho,  huns  puxao  pella  amarra, 
Outros  quebrao  co  peito  daro  a  barra. 


■J 


■t)OKix.  THE    LUSIAD.  373 

The  Moor  attends,  Mozaide,  whofe  zealous  care 

To  Gama's  eyes  unvelFd  each  treacherous  >  fnare: 

So  bum'd  his  bread  ^th  heaven-illumined  flame. 

And  holy  reverence  of  Meffiah's  name. 

Oh,  favoured  African,  by  heaven's  own  light 

Caird  from  the  dreary  fhades  of  error's  night ; 

What  man  may  dare  his  feeming  ills  arraign. 

Or  what  the  grace  of  heaven's  defigns  explain  ! 

Far  didft  thou  from  thy  friends  a  ftranger  roam. 

There  wafl:  thou  calFd  to  thy  celeftial  k  home. 


With 


^Mozaide^  xvbeje  zealoM  care 


7*0  GoHuCt  eyes  unveoTdeacb  treacb* roiu  fnc 
Had  this  been  mentioned  fooner,  the  intered  of  the  cataflropbc  of  the 
poem  muft  have  languiflicd.  Though  he  is  not  a  warrior,  the  unexpected 
friend  of  Gama  bears  a  much  more  confiderable  part  in  the  a£lion  of  the 
JLufiad,  than  the  faithful  Achates,  the  friend  of  the  hero,  bears  in  the  buQ- 
nefs  of  the  ^neid. 

^  There  vtajlihou  eallU  toshy  ceUfial  iSom^.— This  exclamatory  addrefs  to 
the  Moor  Monzaida,  however  it  may  appear  digcdiive,  has  a  double  pro* 
priety.  The  converfion  of  the  eaflem  world,  is  the  great  purpofc  of  the 
expedition  of  Gama,  and  Monzaida  is  the  firll  fruits  of  that  converfion. 
The  good  characters  of  the  victorious  heroes,  however  negleCled  by  the  great 
genius  of  Homer,  have  a  fine  effeCt  in  making  an  epic  poem  interefl  us  and 
pleafe.  It  might  have  been  faid,  that  Monzaida  ^kzs  a  t  raitor  to  his  friends, 
and  who  aowned  his  villany  with  apoflacy.  Camoens  has  th.:refore  wifely 
^rawn  him  with  other  features,  worthy  of  the  friendfliip  of  Gama.  Had 
this  been  negleCted,  the  hero  of  the  Lufiad  might  have  (bared  the  fate  of 
the  wife  Ulyfles  of  the  Iliad*,  againd  whom,  as  Voltaire  juftly  obferves, 
every  reader  bears  a  ftcret  ill  will.  Nor  is  the  poetical  character  of  Mon- 
zaida unfupported  by  hiltory.  He  was  not  an  Arab  Moor,  fb  he  did  not 
defert  his  countrymen.  By  force,  thefc  Moors  had  determined  on  the  de- 
ftruClion  of  Gama :  Monzaida  admired  and  efteemed  him,  and  therefore 
generoufly  revealed  to  him  his  danger.  By  his  attachment  to  Gama,  he 
lofl  all  his  effects  in  India,  a  circumftance  which  his  prudence  and  knoww 
ledge  of  affairs  muft  have  certainly  foreflen.  By  the  known  dangers  he  en« 
countered,  by  the  lofs  he  thus  voluntarily  fuflained,  and  by  his  after  cob* 
ibuBcy,  his  fiocerity  is  undoubtedly  proved. 
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With  ruftiing  found  now  fwell'd  the  fieady  fail  j 
The  lofty  mafts  reclining  to  the  gale 
On  full  fpread  wings  the  navy  fprings  away, 
And  far  behind  them  foams  the  ocean  grey : 
Afar  the  leflening  hills  of  Gata  fly. 
And  mix  their  dim  blue  fummits  with  the  iky : 
Beneath  the  wave  low  finks  the  fpicy  fhore, 
And  roaring  through  the  tide  each  nodding  prore 
Points  to  the  Cape,  great  nature's  fouthmoft  bound. 
The  Cape  of  Tempefts,  now  of  Hope  renown'd. 
Their  glorious  tale  on  Lifboa's  fhore  to  tell 
Infpires  each  bofom  with  a  rapt'rous  fwell ; 
Now  through  their  breafts  the  chilly  tremors  glide. 

To  dare  once  more  the  dangers  dearly  tr/d 

Soon  to  the  winds  are  thefe  cold  fears  refign'd. 
And  all  their  country  rufhes  on  the  mind ; 
How  fweet  to  view  their  native  land,  how  fweet  ( 

The  father,  brother,  and  the  bride  to  greet ! 
While  liftening  round  the  hoary  parent's  board 
The  wondering  kindred  glow  at  every  word ; 
How  fweet  to  tell  what  woes,   what  toils  they  bore. 
The  tribes  and  wonders  of  each  various  fhore  ! 
Thefe  thoughts,  the  traveller's  loved  reward,  employ. 
And  fwell  each  bofom  with  unutter'd  ^  joy. 

The 


^  The  joy  (if  the  feet  on  the  homnvard  departure  from  India. — Wc  are  now 
come  to  that  part  of  the  Lufiad,  which,  in  the  conduct  of  the  poem,  is 
parallel  to  the  great  cataftrophc  of  the  Iliad,  when  on  the  death  of  Heftor, 
Achilles  thus  addrcffcs  the  Grecian  army, 

—Ye 
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The  queen  of  love,  by  heaven's  eternal  graqe. 

The  guardian  goddefs  of  the  Lufian  race  ; 

The  queen  of  love,   elate  with  joy,  furveys 

Her  heroes,  happy,  plow  the  watery  maze  : 

Their  dreary  toils  revolving  in  her  thought. 

And  all  the  woes  by  vengeful  Bacchus  wrought ; 

Thefe  toils,  thefe  woes  her  yearning  cares  employ. 

To  bathe  and  baUbm  in  the  ftreams  of  joy. 

Amid  the  bofom  of  the  watery  wafte, 

Near  where  the  bowers  of  paradife  were  "» placed. 

An  ifle,  arra/d  in  all  the  pride  of  flowers. 

Of  fruits,  of  fountains,  and  of  fragrant  bowers. 

She  means  to  offer  to  their  homeward  prows. 

The  place  of  glad  repaft  and  fweet  repofe  ^ 

And 

— Yc  ions  of  Greece,  in  triumph  bring 
The  corpie  of  Hector,  and  yoMX  paans  Hng: 
Be  this  the  ^ng,  flow  moving  tow'rd  the  fliore, 
**  He£ior  is  dead,  and  IUm  is  no  more." 

Our  Portugueie  poet,  who  in  his  machinery,  and  many  other  in  (lances, 
has  followed  the  manner  of  Virgil,  now  forfakes  him.  In  a  very  bold  and 
jnaAcrly  fpirit  he  now  modeb  his  poem  by  the  (leps  of  Homer.  What  of 
the  Lafiad  yet  remains,  in  poetical  conduA,  though  not  in  an  imitation  of 
circumdances,  exactly  refembies  the  latter  part  of  the  Iliad.  The  games 
at  the  funeral  of  Patroclus,  and  the  redemption  of  the  body  of  Hcdlor, 
are  the  completion  of  the  rage  of  Achilles.  In  the  fame  manner,  the  re- 
ward of  the  heroes,  and  the  confequenccs  of  their  expedition,  complete 
the  unity  of  the  Lullad.  I  cannot  Tay  it  appears  that  Milton  ever  read  our 
poet  (though  Fanlhaw's  tranflation  was  publiOied  in  his  time)  ;  yet  no  in- 
Aance  can  be  given  of  a  more  ftriking  refcmblunce  of  plan  and  condaO, 
than  may  be  produced  in  two  principal  parts  of  the  poem  of  Camocns,  and 
of  the  Paradife  Loft.     Of  this  however  hereafter  in  its  proper  pbcc. 

■*  Near  wbtre  ibe  bowers  of  paradife  loerc  plaad  •  ■  -According  to  the  opi- 
nion of  thofe  who  place  the  garden  of  Eden  near  the  mountains  of  Imaus, 
from  whence  the  Ganges  and  Indus  derive  their  iburce. 
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And  there  before  their  raptured  view  to  raifc 
The  heaven-topt  column  of  their  deathlefs  praifc. 

The  goddefs  now  afcends  her  filver  car, 
Bright  was  its  hue  as  love's  tranflucent  ftar ; 
Beneath  the  reins  the  ftately  birds,  that  fing 
Their  fweet-toned  death-fong,  fpread  the  ffaowy  wing ; 
The  gentle  winds  beneath  her  chariot  figh. 
And  virgin  blufhes  purple  o'er  the  fky  : 
On  milk  white  pinions  borne,  her  cooing  doves 
Form  playful  circles  round  her  as  fhe  moves ; 
And  now  their  beaks  in  fondling  kifles  join, 
In  amorous  nods  their  fondling  necks  entwine. 
O'er  fair  Idalia's  bowers  the  goddefs  rode. 
And  by  her  altars  fought  Idalia's  god  : 
The  youthful  bowyer  of  the  heart  was  there ; 
His  falling  kingdom  claimed  his  earneft  °  care. 

His 


"  HisfaUing  kingdom  claim* d  bh  ear/ufl  cart^—This  fiction,  in  poetical  con- 
duct, bears  a  (Inking  rcfemblance  to  the  digrediTe  hidories,  with  which 
Homer  enriches  and  adorns  his  poems,  particularly  to  the  beautiful  de- 
fcription  of  the  feall  of  the  gods  with  the  blamelefs  Ethiopians.  It  alfo  con- 
tains a  maAerly  commentary  on  the  machinery  of  the  Lufiad.  The  di- 
vine love  conducts  Gama  to  India.  The  fame  divine  love  is  leprefcnted  as 
preparing  to  reform  the  corrupted  world,  when  its  attention  is  particularly 
called  to  beftow  a  foretaftc  of  immorality  on  the  heroes  of  the  expedition 
which  difcovcred  the  eafttrn  world.  Nor  do  the  wild  phantadic  loves, 
mentioned  in  this  little  cpiibde,  afford  any  objc^ion  again  (I  this  explana- 
tion, an  explanation  which  is  cxprefsly  given  in  the  epifode  itfdf.  Thcfc 
wild  phantaftic  amours  fignify,  in  the  allegory,  the  wild  feds  of  different 
cnthufiads,  which  fpring  up  under  tlic  wings  of  the  befl  and  mod  rational 
inflitutions ;  and  which,  however  contrary  to  each  other,  all  agree  in  de- 
riving their  authority  fiom  the  fame  fource. 
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His  bands  he  muftcrs,  through  the  myrtle  groves 

On  buxom  wings  he  trains  the  little  loves. 

Againft  the  worlds  rebellious-  and  adray, 

He  means  to  lead  them,  and  refume  his  fway : 

For  bafe-born  paflions,  at  his  fhrine  'twas  told^ 

Each  nobler  tranfport  of  the  breaft  controlPd. 

A  young  A£beon,  fcomful  of  his  <>  lore. 

Mom  after  morn  purfues  the  foamy  boar. 

In 


•  Aywng  ABitm — The  French  tranflator  has  the  following  charaffeiir- 
tical  note  :  '*  This  paflage  is  an  eternal  monument  of  the  freedoms  taken 
**  by  Camdens,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  proof  of  the  imprudence  of  poets ; 
**  an  authentic  proof  of  that  ptejudice  which  fometimes  blinds  them,  not- 
**  withftanding  all  the  light  of  their  genius.  The  modem  AAzon,  of 
'*  whom  he  fpeaks,  was  king  Sebaftian.  He  loved  the  chace ;  but  that 
*<  pleaiure,  which  is  one  of  the  mod  innocent,  and  one  of  the  mod  noble 
"^  we  can  poflibly  tafle,  did  not  at  all  interrupt  his  attention  to  the  aflairs 
**  of  (late,  and  did  not  render  him  iavage  as  our  author  pretends.  On  this 
*  point  the  hidorians  are  rather  to  be  believed.  And  what  would  the  lot 
«*  of  princes  be,  were  they  allowed  no  relaxation  from  their  toils,  while 
*<  they  allow  that  privilege  to  their  people  ?  Subjc^s  as  we  are,  let  us  re- 
<<  nerate  the  amufements  of  our  fovereigns;  let  us  believe  that  the  augnft 
"  cares  for  our  good,  which  employ  them,  follow  them  often  even  to  the 
•*  very  bofom  of  their  pleafurcs." 

Many  are  the  (Irokcs  in  the  LuHad  which  mud  endear  the  character  of 
Camoens  to  every  reader  of  ienfibUity.  The  noble  freedom  and  manly  in- 
dignation with  which  he  mentions  the  foible  of  his  prince,  and  the  flatte- 
rers of  his  court,  would  do  honour  to  the  greateft  names  of  Greece  or  Rome. 
While  the  (badow  of  freedom  remained  in  Portugal,  the  greateft  men  of 
that  nation,  in  the  days  of  Lufian  heroifm,  thought  and  conduced  them- 
iclves  in  the  fpirit  of  Camoens.  A  noble  anecdote  of  this  brave  fpirit  offers 
itfcif.  AloQzo  IV.  fumamcd  Ae  brave^  afcended  the  throne  of  Portugal 
in  the  vigour  of  his  age.  The  pleafurcs  of  the  chace  engrofled  all  his  atten- 
tion. His  confidents  and  favourites  encouraged,  and  allured  him  to  it. 
His  time  was  fpent  in  the  forefls  of  Cintray  while  the  affairs  of  government 
were  neglcfted,  or  executed  by  thofe  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  keep  their 
ibvereign  in  ignorance.    His  prefcncc,  at  lad,  being  neccflary  at  Lin>on» 

be 
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In  defart  wilds  devoted  to  the  cKace : 

Each  dear  enchantment  of  the  female  face 

Spum*d  and  negleAed :  him  enraged  he  fees. 

And  fweet|  and  dread  his  punifhment  decrees. 

Before  his  ravifli'd  fight,  in  fweet  furprife. 

Naked  in  all  her  charms  ihall  Dian  rife ; 

With  love's  fierce  flames  his  frozen  heart  fhall  p  burn. 

Coldly  his  fuit,  the  nymph,   unmoved,  fhall  fpum. 

Of 


he  entered  the  council  with  all  the  briAi  impetuoHty  of  a  young  fportfrnatty 
and  with  great  familiarity  and  gaiety  entertained  his  nobles  with  the  hiftory 
of  a  whole  month  fpent  in  hunting,  in  fifhing,  and  (hooting.  When  he 
had  finiflied  bis  narrative,  a  nobleman  of  the  firft  rank  roie  up :  Courts  and 
camps,  faid  he,  were  allotted  for  kings,  not  woods  and  deferts.  Even  the 
affairs  of  private  men  fuffer  when  recreation  is  preferred  to  buflnefs.  But 
when  the  whims  of  pleafure  engrofs  the  thoughts  of  a  king,  a  whole  nation 
is  configned  to  ruin.  We  came  here  for  other  purpofes  than  to  hear  the 
exploits  of  the  chace,  exploits  which  are  only  intelligible  to  grooms  and 
falconers.  If  your  majefty  will  attend  to  the  wants  and  remove  the  griev- 
ances of  your  people,  you  will  find  them  obedient  fubje£ts ;  if  not— — >- 
The  king,  darting  with  rage,  interrupted  him,  if  not,  what  If  not, 
refumed  the  nobleman,  in  a  firm  tone,  they  will  look. for  another  and  a 
better  king.  Alonzo,  in  the  highefl  tranfport  of  paflion,  cxprefled  his  re- 
ientment,  and  haded  out  of  the  room.  In  a  little  while  however  he  re- 
turned, caini  and  reconciled.  I  perceive,  faid  he,  the  truth  of  what  you 
fay.  He  who  will  not  execute  the  duties  of  a  king,  cannot  long  have  good 
fubje£ts.  Remember,  from  this  day,  you  have  nothing  more  to  do  with 
Alonzo  the  fportfman,  but  with  Alonzo  the  king  of  Portugal.  His  ma- 
jefty was  as  good  as  his  promife,  and  became  as  a  warrior  and  politician, 
one  of  the  greateft  of  the  Portuguefe  monarchs. 

P  H^itb  Uroet  fierce Jlames  bis  frozen  heart  fiaU  burn  "  It  is  faid,  that 
«<  upon  the  faith  of  a  portrait,  Don  Sebadian  fell  in  love  with  Margaret  of 
*<  France,  daughter  of  Henry  11.  and  demanded  her  in  marriage,  but  was 
«  refufed.  The  Spaniards  treated  him  no  lefs  unfavourably,  for  they  alfo 
*«  rcjeded  his  propofals  for  one  of  the  daughters  of  Philip  II.  Our  author 
**  confidcrs  thcfe  rcfufals  as  the  punilhment  of  Don  Seba(lian*s  exceflive  at- 

"  tachment 
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Of  thefe  loved  dogs  that  now  his  paflions  fway. 
Ah,  may  he  never  fall  the  haplefs  prey  ! 

Enraged 


^  tachment  to  the  chace ;  but  this  b  only  a  coofequence  of  the  prejudice 
**  with  which  he  viewed  the  amufements  of  his  fovereign.  The  truth  is^ 
**  theie  princefles  were  refufed  for  political  reasons,  and  not  with  any  re- 
*  gard  to  the  manner  in  which  he  filled  up  his  moments  of  leifure." 

Thus  Caftera,  who,  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  iagacity,  darts  and  anfwen 
the  following  objc£Hons :  '*  But  here  is  a  difficulty :  Camdens  wrote  dn- 
**  ring  the  life  of  Don  Sebaflian,  but  the  drcumftance  he  relates  ftbe  returm 
*'  0/  Gamaj  happened  feveral  years  before,  under  the  reign  of  F.mmannel. 
**  How  therefore  could  he  (ay  that  Cupid  then  faw  Don  SebalKan  at  the 
**  chace,  when  that  prince  was  not  then  bom  ?  the  anfwer  is  eafy  :  Cupid 
**  in  the  allegory  of  this  work,  represents  the  love  of  God,  the  Holy 
**  Spirit,  who  is  God  himielf.  Now  the  divinity  admits  of  no  diftin^tion  of 
**  time ;  one  glance  of  his  eye  beholds  the  pad,  the  prefent,  and  the  fu- 
•*  turc  ;  every  thing  is  preient  before  him." 

This  defence  of  the  fiCtion  of  ACtxon,  is  not  more  abfurd  than  uielefs. 
The  free  and  bold  fpirit  of  poetry,  and  in  particular  the  nature  of  allegory, 
defend  it.  The  poet  might  eafily  have  faid,  that  Cupid/orefitv ;  but  had 
he  faid  To  his  fatirc  had  been  much  lefs  genteel.  As  the  fentiments  of  Ca(^ 
tera  on  this  paHage  are  extremely  charaftcridical  of  the  French  ideas,  ano- 
ther note  from  him  will  perhaps  be  agreeable.  •*  Several  Poituguefe  wri- 
•*  ters  have  remarked,  fays  he,  that  the  wi(h 

Of  thefe  loved  dogs  that  now  his  paflions  fway. 
Ah  I  may  he  never  fall  the  haplefs  prey ! 

*'  Had  in  it  an  air  of  prophecy ;  and  fate,  in  effe£t.  Teemed  careful  to  ac- 
<*  compli(h  it,  in  making  the  prefaged  woes  to  fall  upon  Don  Sebadian.  If 
"  he  did  not  fall  a  prey  to  his  pack  of  hounds,  we  may  however  fay  that 
**  he  was  devoured  by  his  favourites,  who  mifled  his  youth  and  his  great 
"  foul.  But  at  any  rate  our  poet  has  carried  his  Hmilitude  too  far.  It  was 
"  certainly  injurious  to  Don  Sebadian,  who  neverthelefs  had  the  bounty 
"  not  only  not  to  puni(h  this  audacity,  but  to  reward  the  jud  elogies 
*<  which  the  author  had  bedowed  on  him  in  other  places.  As  much  as  the 
"  indifcrction  of  Camdens  ought  to  furpriie  us,  as  much  ought  we  to  ad- 
•*  mire  the  generofity  of  h's  madcr." 

This  foppery,  this  davery  in  thinking,  cannot  fail  to  roufe  the  indigna- 
tion of  tvery  manly  bread,  when  the  fa^s  are  fairly  dated.    Don  Sebaf- 

tian. 
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Enraged  he  fees  a  venal  herd,  the  9  fhame 
Of  human  race,  afiume  the  titled  name ; 
And  each,  for  fome  bafe  intereft  of  his  own. 
With  flattery's  mannaM  lips  aflail  the  throne. 
He  fees  the  men,  whom  holieft  fan£tions  bind 
To  poverty,  and  love  of  human  kbd ; 
While  foft  as  drop  the  dews  of  balmy  May, 
Their  words  preach  virtue  and  her  charms  difplay, 
rie  fees  their  eyes  with  luft  of  gold  on  fire, 
And  every  wilh  to  lordly  ftate  afpire ; 
He  fees  them  trirh  the  lamp  at  night's  mid  hour, 
To  plan  new  laws  to  arm  the  regal  power  i 

Sleeplefs 


tian,  who  afcended  the -throne  when  a  child,  was  a  prince  of  great  abi- 
lities and  gi-eat  fpirit,  but  his  youth  was  poifoned  with  the  mod  romantic 
ideas  of  military  glory.  The  affairs  of  ftate  were  left  to  his  miniftcrs  ffir 
nvbo/c  cbaracicrfee  the  next  note  J,  his  other  ftudies  were  neglected,  and  milita^ 
ry  cxerciies,  of  which  he  not  unjufUy  cfteemed  the  chace  a  principal,  were 
almoft  his  fole  employ.  Caraocns  beheld  this  romantic  turn,  and  jn  a  gen- 
teel allegorical  fatire  foreboded  its  confcquences.  The  wifli,  that  his  prince 
might  not  fall  the  prey  of  his  favourite  palTIon,  was  in  vam.  In  a  ralb, 
ill-concerted  expedition  into  Africa,  Don  Sebaftian  loft  his  crown  in  his 
twenty-fifth  year,  an  event  which  foon  after  produced  the  fall  of  the  Por- 
tugijcfe  empire.  Had  the  nobility  poftcfted  the  fpirit  of  Camoens,  had 
they,  like  him,  endeavoured  to  check  the  quixotry  of  a  yomig  generous 
prince,  that  prince  might  have  reigned  long  and  happy,  and  Portugal 
might  have  efcaped  the  Spanidi  yoke,  which  ibon  followed  the  defeat  at 
Alcazai ;  a  yoke  which  funk  Portugal  into  an  abyfs  of  mifery,  from 
which,  in  all  probability,  (he  will  never  emerge  in  her  former  fplendor. 
**  Enraged  bf  feet  a  venal  berd^  tbejbame 
Of  buman  race^  ajfume  tbe  titled  name 
«  After  having  ridiculed  all  the  pleafures  of  Don  Sebaftian,  the  author  now 
"  proceeds  to  his  courtiers,  to  whom  he  has  done  no  injujlice.  Thofe  who 
**  are  acquainted  with  the  Portugucfc  hiftory,  will  readily  acknowledge 
«»  tlus."     Cafera. 
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Slceplefs  at  night's  mid  hour  to  raze  the  laws. 

The  iacred  bulwarks  of  the  peoples*  caufe, 

Fram'd  ere  the  blood  of  hard-eam'd  viftory 

On  their  brave  Others'  helm-hackt  fwords  was  dry. 

Nor  thefe  alone,  each  rank,  debafed  and  rude, 
Mean  objeAs,  worthlefs  of  their  love,  purfued : 
Their  paffions  thus  rebellious  to  his  lore. 
The  god  decrees  to  punifh  and  reftore. 
The  little  loves,  light  hovering  in  the  air. 
Twang  their  fDk  bow-ftrings,  and  their  arms  prepare : 
Some  on  th'  immortal  anvils  point  the  dart. 
With  power  refiftlefs  to  inflame  the  heart ; 
Trtieir  arrow  heads  they  tip  with  fbft  defires. 
And  all  the  warmth  of  love's  celeftial  fires  $ 
Some  fprinkle  o'er  the  fliafts  the  tears  of  woe, 
Some  ftore  the  quiver,  fome  fteel-fpring  the  bow 
Each  chanting  ^  he  works  the  tuneful  drain 
Of  love's  dear  joys,  of  love's  luxurious  pain : 
Charm'd  was  the  lay  to  conquer  and  refine. 
Divine  the  melody,  the  fong  divine. 

Already  now  began  the  vengeful  war. 
The  witnefs  of  the  god's  benignant  care  ; 
On  the  hard  bofoms  of  the  ftubborn  r  crowd 
An  arrowy  fliower  the  bowyer  train  beftow'd  j 

Pierced 

*  On  iht  hard  hrfmiu    of  ibe  fiulfborn  (roivd        There   is    an  elegance 
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Pierced  by  the  whizzing  fhafts  deep  fighs  the  air. 
And  anfwering  fighs  the  wounds  of  love  declare. 
Though  various  featured  and  of  various  hue^ 
Each  nymph  feems  lovelieft  in  her  lover^s  view ; 
Fired  by  the  darts,  by  novice  archers  ipedj 
Ten  thoufand  wild  fantaftic  loves  are  bred : 
In  wildeft  dreams  the  ruftic  hind  afpires^ 
And  haughtieft  lords  confefs  the  hiimhlfift  fires. 

The  fnowy  fwans  of  love's  celeftial  queen 
Now  land  her  chariot  on  the  fhore  of  green  j 
One  knee  difplay'd  (he  treads  the  flowery  ftrand. 
The  gather'd  robe  falls  lofely  from  her  hand  ; 
Half-fecn  her  bofom  heaves  the  living  fnow^ 
And  on  her  fmiles  the  living  rofcs  glow. 
The  bowyer  god  whofe  fubtle  fhafts  ne'er  fly 
MifaimM,  in  vain,  in  vain  on  earth  or  flcy. 
With  rofy  fmiles  the  mother  power  receives  ; 
Around  her  climbing,  thick  as  ivy  leaves^ 
The  vaflal  loves  in  fond  contention  join 
Who  firft  and  moil  fhall  kifs  her  hand  divine. 
Swift  in  her  arms  flie  caught  her  wanton  boy. 
And,  oh,  my  fon,  fhe  criesj  my  pride,  my  joy, 

Againfl 

in  the  original  of  this    line,    which /the  Englilh   language   will  not 
adroit; 

Nos  duros  cora^oens  de  plebe  dunu 
In  the  hard  hearts  of  the  hard  vulgar. 
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Againft  thy  might  the  dreadful  Typhon  f ail'd, 

Agunft  thy  fhaft  nor  heaven,  nor  Jove  prevaii'd ; 

Unleis  thine  arrow  wake  the  young  deiires. 

My  ftrength,  my  power,  in  vain  each  charm  expires : 

My  fon,  my  hope,  I  claim  thy  powerful  aid. 

Nor  be  the  boon,  thy  mother  fues,  delayed : 

Wher*er,  fb  will  th'  eternal  fates,  wher'er 

The  Lufiatt  race  the  vi£tor  ftandards  rear, 

There  fhall  my  hymns  refound,  my  altars  flame. 

And  heavenly  love  her  joyful  lore  proclaim. 

My  Lufian  heroes,  as  my  Romans,  brave. 

Long  toil,  long  hopelefs  on  the  ftorm-torn  wave. 

Wearied  and  weak,  at  laft  on  India's  fhbre 

Arrived,  new  toils,  repofe  denied,  they  bore ; 

For  Bacchus  there  with  tenfold  rage  purfued 

My  dauntlefs  fons ;   but  now  his  might  fubdued. 

Amid  thefe  raging  feas,  the  fcene  of  woes. 

Theirs  fhall  be  now  the  balm  of  fweet  repofe ; 

Theirs  every  joy  the  noblefl  heroes  claim. 

The  raptured  foretafte  of  immortal  fame. 

Then  bend  thy  bow  and  wound  the  Nereid  train. 

The  lovely  daughters  of  the  azure  main ; 

And  lead  them,  while  they  pant  with  amorous  Are, 

Right  to  the  ifle  which  all  my  fmiles  infpire : 

Soon  Ihall  my  care  that  beauteous  ifle  fupply. 

Where  Zephyr  breathing  love,  on  Flora's  lap  fliall  figh. 

There  let  the  nymphs  the  gallant  heroes  meet. 

And  fl:rew  the  pink  and  rofe  beneath  their  feet : 

In 
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In  cryftal  halls  the  fcaft  divine  prolong, 

With  wine  ne^faireous  and  immortal  fong : 

Let  every  nymph  the  fnow-white  bed  prepare^ 

And,  fairer  far,  refign  her  bofom  there  i 

There  to  the  greedy  riotous  embrace 

Refign  each  hidden  charm  with  deareft  grace. 

Thus  from  my  native  waves  a  hero  line 

Shall  rife,  and  o'er  the  caft  illuftrious  «  fliine ; 

Thus  ftiall  the  rebel  world  thy  prowefs  know, 

And  what  the  boundlefs  joys  our  friendly  powers  beftow. 

She  faid ;  and  fmiling  view'd  her  mighty  boy  \ 
Swift  to  the  chariot  fprings  the  god  of  joy  j 
His  ivory  bow,  and  arrows  tipt  with  gold, 
Blaz'd  to  the  fun-beam  as  the  chariot  roli'd : 
Their  filver  hamefs  fhining  to  the  day 
The  fwans  on  milk-white  pinions  fpring  away. 
Smooth  gliding  o'er  the  clouds  of  lovely  blue ; 
And  fame,  t  fo  wUl'd  the  god,  before  them  flew : 

A  giant 


•  77}usJrom  my  naihe  ^a^res  a  hero  line 
SLaU  riff,  and  oer  the  eafi  illuflrinu Jtime      ■ 
"  By  the  line  of  hcroc&  to  be  prodyced  by  the  union  of  the  Poitugucie 
•«  witli  the  Nereids,  is  to  be  underOood  the  other  Portugnefe,  who,  fd- 
**  lowing  the  (leps  of  Gama,   edablillied  illuftrious  colonies  in  India.*' 

m^CuiJlera, 

'  And  fame  2  pant  goddefs  This  paHagc  affords  a  ftriking  inftance 
of  the  judgment  of  Camocns.  VirgiPs  celebrated  de(cription  of  fame, 
(fee  p.  126.)  is  in  his  eye,  but  he  copies  it,  as  Virgil,  in  his  bed  imitati- 
ons, copies  after  Homer.  He  adopts  fome  circum (lances,  but  by  adcfio^ 
others,  he  makes  a  new  pi^re,  which  juftly  may  be  called  his  own. 


} 
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A  giant  goddds,  whoie  uDgovem'd  tongue 

With  equal  zeal  proclaims  or  right  or  wrong ; 

Oft  had  her  lips  the  god  of  love  blafphem'd, 

And  oft  with  tenfold  praife  his  conquefts  nam'd  : 

An  hundred  eyes  ihe  rolls  with  ceafelefs  care^ 

And  thoufand  tongues  what  thefe  behold  declare : 

Fleet  is  her  flight,  the  lightning's  wing  ihe  rides. 

And  though  ihe  fhifts  her  colours  fwift  as  glides 

The  April  rainbow,  ftiil  the  crowd  fhe  guides. 

And  now  aloft  her  wondering  voice  fhe  rais'd. 

And  with  a  thoufand  glowing  tongues  ihe  prais'd 

The  bold  difcoverers  of  the  eailcrn  world 

In  gentle  fwells  the  liilening  furges  curl'd, 
And  murmured  to  the  founds  of  plaintive  love 
Along  the  grottoes  where  the  Nereids  rove. 
The  drowfy  power  on  whofc  fmooth  eafy  mien 
The  fmiles  of  wonder  and  delight  are  feen, 
Whofe  glofly  iimpering  eye  beipeaks  her  name. 
Credulity  attends  the  goddefs  Fame. 
Fired  by  the  heroes  praife,  the  watery  «  gods, 
With  ardent  fpeed  forfake  their  deep  abodes ; 

VOL.  II.  C  c  Their 


» .— m72»  loatery  godt        To  mention  the  gods  in  the  mafcoline  gender, 
and  immediately  to  apply  to  them, 

O  peito  feminil,  que  levemente 
Muda  qaayfquer  propofitos  tornados,*— 

The  cafe  with  which  the  female  bread  changes  its  refblutions,  may, to  the 
bypcrcritic  appear  reprchcnfiblc.    The  exprefGon  however  is  daifical,  and 

therefore 
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Their  rage  by  vengeful  Bacchus  rais'd  of  late, 

Now  ftung  remorfe,  and  love  fucceeds  to  hate. 

Ah,  where  remorfe  in  female  bofom  bleed$, 

The  tendered  love  in  all  its  glow  focceeds. 

When  fancy  glows,  how  ftrong,  O  love,  thy  power  f 

Nor  flipt  the  eager  god  the  happy  hour ; 

Swift  fly  his  arrows  o'er  the  billowy  main, 

Wing'd  with  his  fires,  nor  flies  a  (haft  in  vain  : 

Thus,  ere  the  face  the  lover's  breaft  infpires. 

The  voice  of  fame  awakes  the  foft  defires. 

While  from  the  bow*ftring  ftart  the  fhafts  divine^ 

His  ivory  moon's  wide  horns  inceflant  join, 

Swift  twinkling  to  the  view ;  and  wide  he  pours 

Omnipotent  in  love  his  arrowy  fhowers. 

E'en  Thetis  fclf  confeft  the  tender  fmart. 

And  pour'd  the  murmurs  of  the  wounded  heart : 

Soft  o'er  the  billows  pants  the  amorous  iigh  ^ 

With  wiftiftil  languor  melting  on  each  eye 

The  love-fick  nymphs  explore  the  tardy  fails 

That  waft  the  heroes  on  the  lingering  gales. 


Give  way,  ye  lofty  billows,  low  fubfide, 
Smooth  as  the  level  plain,  your  fwelling  pride. 


lo. 


therefore  retainecl.    Virgil  ufes  it,  where  ^Sneas  is  conduAed  by  Venus 
through  the  flames  of  Troy ; 

Defcendo,  ac  ducente  dto^  flammam  inter  et  hoftcs 
Expedior 

This  is  in  the  manner  of  the  Greek  poets,  who  ufe  the  word  Ot^  or  god  or 
goddefs. 


BOOK  IX.  THE    LUSIAD.  S^Y 

Lo,  Venus  comes  !  Oh,  foft,  ye  lurges,  flccp. 

Smooth  be  the  bofom  of  the  azure  deep, 

Lo,  Venus  comes !  and  in  her  vigorous  train 

She  brings  the  healing  balm  of  love-fick  pain. 

White  as  her  fwans  ",  and  ftately  as  they  rear 

Their  fnowy  crcfts  when  6'er  the  lake  they  ftecr. 

Slow  moving  on,  behold,  the  fleet  appears. 

And  o*er  the  diftant  billow  onward  fteers. 

The  beauteous  Nereids  flufli'd  in  all  their  charms 

Surround  the  goddefs  of  the  foft  alarms : 

Right  to  the  ifle  fhe  leads  the  fmiling  train. 

And  all  her  arts  her  balmy  lips  explain ; 

The  fearful  languor  of  the  alking  eye. 

The  lovely  blufh  of  yielding  modefty, 

The  grieving  look,  the  Cgh,  the  favouring  fmile. 

And  all  the  endearments  of  the  open  wile. 

She  taught  the  nymphs in  willing  breads  that  heaved 

To  hear  her  lore,  her  lore  the  nymphs  received. 

As  now  triumphant  to  their  native  Qiorc 
Through  the  wide  deep  the  joyful  navy  bore. 
Earned  the  pilot's  eyes  fought  cape  or  bay, 
For  long  was  yet  the  various  watery  way ; 

C  c  2  Sought 

^  White  as  berffvans        A  dtftaiit  fleet  comitared  to  fwans  on  a  lake  is 
ccrtMnly  an  happy  thought.    The  allufion  to  the  pomp  of  Venus,  whofe 
I    agency  is   immediately  concerned,  gives  it  befides  a  peculiar  propriety. 
This  fimilc  however  is  not  in  the  original.     It  is  adopted  from  an  uncom- 
mon happincfs  of  Fanfliaw ; 

The  pregnantT^y^j  on  Neptune's  furface  creep,        % 
Like  her  own  fivans^  in  gate^  wt-cbijiy  ^vAfeutinr, 
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Sought  cape  of  ifle  from  whence  their  boats  might  bring 
The  heahhfiil  bounty  of  the  cryftal  ipring: 
When  fudden,  all  in  nature's,  pride  arra/d^ 
The  ifle  of  love  its  glowing  bread  difpla/d» 
O'er  the  green  bof  bm  of  the  dewy  lawn 
Soft  blazing  flow'd  the  filver  of  the  dawn> 
The  gentle  waves  the  glowing  ludre  fliare>. 
Arabia's  balm  was  fprinkled  o'er  the  air. 
Before  the  fleet,  to  catch  the  heroes  view^ 
The  floating  ifle  fair  Acidalia  drew : 
Soon  as  the  floating  verdure  caught  their  ^  flght^ 
She  fixt,  unmov'd,   the  ifland  of  delight. 
So  when  in  child-birth  of  her  Jove-fprung  load» 
The  fylvan  goddefs  and  the  bowyer  god. 
In  friendly  pity  of  Latona's  woes  y, 
Amid  the  waves  the  Delian  ifle  arofe. 

And 


*  Soon  at  the  footing  verdure  caught  their ftght  As  the  departure  of  Gain» 

from  India  was  abrupt  (fee  the  preface)  he  put  into  one  of  the  beautiful 
i Hands  of  Anchediva  for  frclh  water.  While  he  wa«  here  careening  his 
ihips,  (ays  Faiia,  a  pirate  named  Timoja,  attacked  him  with  eight  fmall 
veflels,  io  linked  together  and  covered  with  boughs,  that  they  formed  the 
appearance  of  a  floating  ifland.  This,  fays  Caftera,  aHbrded  the  fi£Hon  of 
the  fioaiing  ifland  of  Venus,  "The  Anions  of  Camoens,  fays  he,/««* 
•*  d^autant  plus  weneiHeufet ^  queilcs  cut  touta  leurfondement  dam  thijlnre,  are  the 
**  more  marvellous,  bccaufc  they  are  aU  founded  in  hitlory.  •  It  is  not  dif- 
"  ficult  to  find  why  he  makes  his  ifland  of  Anchediva  to  wander  on  the 
«*  waves ;  it  is  in  allufion  to  a  fmgular  event  related  by  Barros.**  He  then 
proceeds  to  the  ftory  of  Timoja,  as  if  the  genius  of  Camoens  ftoodin  need 
of  (6  weak  an  alTiftance. 

y  In  frienJly  pity  of  Latona's  wo«— Latona,  in  pregnancy  by  Jupiter, 
was  perfccuted  by  Juno,  who  fent  the  ferpent  Python  in  purfuit  of  her. 
Neptune,  in  pity  of  hei  didrefs,  raifed  the  ifland  of  Dcios  for  her  refuge^ 
where  flie  was  delivered  of  Apollo  and  Diana.— Ovio.  Met. 
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And  now  led  fmoothly  o'er  the  furrow'd  tide, 

^ght  to  the  ifle  of  joy  the  veflels  glide  : 

The  bay  they  enter,  where  on  every  hand. 

Around  them  clafpfs  the  flower-enamell'd  land  i 

A  fafe  retreat,  where  not  a  blaft  may  fhake 

Its  fluttering  pinions  o'er  the  fiilly  lake. 

With  purple  ihells,  transfus'd  as  marble  veins. 

The  yellow  fands  celeftial  Venus  ftains. 

With  graceful  pride  three  hills  of  fofteft  green 

Rear  their  fair  bofoms  o'er  the  fylvan  fcene  ^ 

Their  fides  embroider'd  boaft  the  rich  array 

Of  flowery  fhrubs  in  all  the  pride  of  May ; 

The  purple  lotos  and  the  fnowy  thorn. 

And  yellow  pod^flowers  every  flope  adorn. 

From  the  green  fummits  of  the  leafy  hills 

Defcend  with  munpuring  lapfe  three  limpid  rills  i 

Beneath  the  rofe-trees  loitering  flow  they  glide,  * 

Now  tumbles  o'er  fome  rock  their  cryftal  pride  $ 

Sonorous  now  they  roll  adown  the  glade, 

Now  plaintive  tinkle  in  the  fecret  fliade. 

Now  from  the  darkling  grove,   beneath  the  beam 

Of  ruddy  mom,  like  melted  filver  ftream, 

Edging  the  painted  margins  of  the  bowers. 

And  breathing  liquid  frefhnefs  on  the  flowers. 

Here  bright  reflefted  in  the  pool  below 

The  vermil  apples  tremble  on  the  bough  j 

Where  o'er  the  yellow  fands  the  waters  flcep, 

The  primrofed  banks,  inverted,  dew  drops  weep  j 

Where 
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Where  murmuring  o'er  the  pebbles  purb  the  ftream 

The  filver  trouts  in  playful  curvings  gleam. 

Long  thus  and  various  every  riv'let  ftrays> 

Till  cloiing  now  their  long  meandring  maze. 

Where  in  a  fmiling  vak  the  mountains  end, 

Form'd  in  a  cryftal  lake  the  waters  >  blend : 

Fring'd  was  the  border  with  a  woodland  ihade. 

In  every  leaf  of  various  green  arra/d, 

Each  yellow-ting'dy  each  mingling  tint  between 

The  dark  afli-vcrdurc  and  the  filvery  green. 

The  trees  now  bending  forward  flowly  fhake 

Their  lofty  honours  o'er  the  cryftal  lake ; 

Now  from  the  flood  the  graceiul  boughs  retire 

With  coy  referve,  and  now  again  admire 

Their  various  liveries  by  the  fummer  dreftj 

Smooth-glofs'd  and  foftened  in  the  mirror's  hreaft. 

So  by  hCr  glafs  the  wiihful  virgin  ftays. 

And  oft  retiring  fteals  the  lingering  gaze. 

A  thoufand  boughs  aloft  to  heaven  difplay 

Their  fragrant  apples  (hining  to  the  day ) 

The 


>  Form  din  a  cryjial  lake  the  water*  A/am/.— Caf^era  alio  attributes  this  to 
hiftory,  "  The  Portuguefe  anally  found  in  this  ifland,  fays  he,  a  fine  piece 
«  of  water  ornamented  with  hewn  (Voncs  and  magnificent  aquedofts;  an  an- 
**  cient  and  fupcrb  work»  of  which  nobody  knew  the  author." 

In  1505  Don  Francifco  Almeyda  built  a  fort  in  this  ifland.  In  digging 
among  ibme  ancient  ruins  he  found  many  crucifixes  of  black  and  red  colour, 
from  whence  the  Portuguefe  oonjedbircd,  fays  Oforius,  that  the  Anchedw 
vian  iflands  had  in  former  ages  been  inhabited  by  chriftians.  Vid.  Oior. 
L.iv. 


BOOK  IX.  THE    LUSIAD.  $gt 

The  orange  here  perfumes  the  buxom  >  2ur, 
And  boafts  the  golden  hue  of  Daphne's  hair. 
Near  to  the  ground  each  fpreading  bough  defcends. 
Beneath  her  yellow  load  the  citron  bends  \ 
The  fragrant  lemon  fcents  the  cooly  grovcj 
Fair  as  when  ripening  for  the  days  of  love 
The  virgin's  breafts  the  gentle  fwcU  avow. 

So  the  twin  fruitage  iwell  on  every  bough. 

Wild 


*  The  orange  here  perfumes  the  huxom  o/r, 
Andleajit  the  goiden  bye  of  Daphne* s  hair,-^ 
Frequent  allafion9  to  the  fables  of  the  ancknts  form  a  chara^keriftical  fea- 
ture of  the  poetry  of  the  i6th  and  17th  centurie*.  A  profufion  of  it  is  pe- 
dantry ;  a  moderate  ufe  of  it,  however,  ia  a  poem  of  thele  times  plcafcs, 
becaufe  it  diicovers  the  ftag^  of  compofition,  and  has  in  itfeif  a  fine  effect, 
as  it  illuflrates  its  fubjeA  by  preienting  the  claiGcai  reader  with  fbme  little 
iandicapes  of  that  country  through  which  he  has  travelled.  The  defcrlp- 
tion  of  forefts  is  a  favourite  topic  in  poetry.  Chancer,  TafTo,  and  Spenier, 
have  been  happy  in  it,  but  both  have  copied  an  admired  pailage  in  Statins; 

Cadit  ardua  fagus, 
Chaoniumquc  nemus,  brumzque  illzft  cuprefTus; 
Piocumbunt  piceae,  flammts  alimenta  fupremis, 
Omique,  ilicezque  trabes,  metuendaque  fulco 
Taxus,  &  infandos  belli  potura  cruores 
Fraxinus,  atque  fitu  non  expugnabiU  robor : 
Hinc  audax  abies,  8c  odoro  vulnere  pinus 
Scindirar,  acclinant  intonfa  cacumina  terrs 
Alnusamica  fretis,  nee  inhofpita  vittbus  ttlmns. 

I  In  rural  descriptions  three  things  are  necei&ry  to  render  them  poetical; 
the  happinefs  of  epithet,  of  pi^hirefque  arrangement,  and  of  little  land* 
fcape  views.  Without  thefe,  all  the  names  of  trees  and  flowers,  though 
ilrung  together  in  tolerable  numbers,  contain  no  more  poetry  than  a  nor- 
ieryman  or  a  florift's  catalogue.  In  Statins,  in  Taflb  and  Spenfer's  admir- 
ed forcfts,  (Gier.  Liber.  C.  3.  St.  75,  76,  and  F.  Queen,  B.  1.  C.  i.  St. 
8,  9)  the  poetry  confifts  entirely  in  the  happinefs  of  the  epithets.  In 
CamSens,  all  the  three  requifites  arc  admirably  attained,  and  blended 
together. 
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Wild  foreft  trees  the  mountain  fides  array'd 

With  curling  foliage  and  romantic  fhade : 

Here  fpreads  the  poplar^  to  Alcides  dear  ^ 

And  deer  to  Phoebus,  ever  verdant  here^ 

The  laurel  joins  the  bowers  for  ever  green. 

The  myrtle  bowers  belov'd  of  beaut/s  queen* 

To  Jove  the  oak  his  wide  fpread  branches  rears; 

And  high  to  heaven  the  fragrant  cedar  bears ; 

Where  through  the  glades  appear  the  cavem'd  rocks^ 

The  lofty  pine-tree  waves  her  fable  locks  i 

Sacred  to  Cybele  the  whifpcring  pine 

Loves  the  wild  grottoes  where  the  white  clifis  fliine  i 

Here  towers  the  cyprefs,  preacher  to  the  wife, 

Lefs'ning  from  earth  her  fpiral  honours  rife. 

Till,  as  a  fpear-point  rear'd,  the  topmoft  fpray 

Points  to  the  Eden  of  eternal  day. 

Here  round  her  foftering  elm  the  fmiling  vine 

In  fond  embraces  gives  her  arms  to  twine  $ 

The  numerous  dufters  pendant  from  the  boughs. 

The  green  here  glitlens,  here  the  purple  glows  : 

For  here  the  genial  feafons  of  the  year 

Danc'd  hand  in  hand,  no  place  for  winter  here  | 

His  grifly  vifage  from  the  fhore  expeli'd. 

United  fway  the  fmiling  feafons  held. 

Around  the  fwelling  fruits  of  deepening  red. 

Their  fnowy  hues  the  fragrant  bloffoms  fpread ; 

Between  the  bur/ling  buds  of  lucid  green 

The  apple's  ripe  vermilion  bluih  is  feen  ; 

For 
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For  here-  each  gift  Pomona's  hand  beftows 

In  cultured  garden,  free,  uncultured  flows. 

The  flavour  fweeter,  and  the  hue  more  fair, 

Than  e*er  was  fofter'd  by  the  hand  of  care. 

The  cherry  here  in  fhining  crimfon  glows ; 

And  ftain'd  with  lover's  blood,  in  pendant  rows, 

The  bending  boughs  the  mulberries  ^  o'erload  j 

The  bending  boughs  carefs'd  by  zephyr  nod. 

The  generous  peach,  that  ftrengthens  in  exile 

Far  from  his  native  earth,  the  Perfian  foil. 

The  velvet  peach  of  fofteft  glofly  blue 

Hangs  by  the  pomgranate  of  orange  hue, 

Whofe  open  heart  a  brighter  red  difplays 

Than  that  which  fparkles  in  the  ruby's  blaze^ 

Here,  trembling  with  their  weight,  the  branches  bear, 

Delicious  as  profufe,  the  tapering  pear. 

For  thee,  fair  fruit,  the  fongfters  of  the  grove 

With  hungry  bills  from  bower  to  arbour  rove. 

Ah,  if  ambitious  thou  wilt  own  the  care 

To  grace  the  feaft  of  heroes  and  the  fair. 

Soft 


^  AMtJItund  with  hvert  Bloody  in  ptndatd  rotos, 
The  Itending  boughs  the  mulberries  overload  i 
-Pyramus  and  Thi(be  : 

Arborei  fcetus  afpcrgine  czdis  in  atram 
Vertuntur  faciem  :  madefa^aque  (anguine  radix 

Puniceo  tingit  pcndentia  mora  colore 

At  tu  quo  ram  is  arbor  jnifcrabiie  corpus 

Nunc  tegis  unius,  mox  es  te£hira  Quorum ; 

Signa  tene  cxdis  :  puUofque  et  lu^bus  aptot 

Semper  habe  foetus  gemini  monumenta  cruoris.      Ovid.  Mxt, 
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Soft  let  the  leaves  with  grateful  umbrage  hide 

The  green-tinged  orange  of  thj  mellow  fide. 

A  thoufand  flowers  of  gold,  of  white  and  red 

Far  o'er  the  fhadowy  c  vale  their  carpets  fpread^ 

Of  fairer  tapeftry,  and  of  richer  bloom> 

Than  ever  glowed  in  Perfia's  boafted  lopm : 

As  glittering  rainbows  o'er  the  verdure  thrown^ 

O'er  every  woodland  walk  th'  embroidery  fhone'* 

Here  o'er  the  watery  mirror's  lucid  bed 

NarcifTus,  felf-enamour'd,  hangs  the  head ; 

And  here,  bedew'd  with  love's  celeftial  tears. 

The  woe-markt  flower  of  flain  Adonis  ^  rears 

Its  purple  headj  prophetic  of  the  reign 

When  loft  Adonis  fhall  revive  again. 

At 


c  ^^^The  JhaJmuy  vji^-— i^Literal  from  the  originali  Ofomhrk  ntalU^ 
—which  Fan  (haw  however  has  tranflated,  *<  the  gloom  7  Yalley,**  and 
thus  has  given  us  a  funereal,  where  the  author  intended  a  feftive  landTcape. 
It  mud  be  confeHed  however,  that  the  defcription  of  the  illand  of  Venus, 
is  infinitely  the  bcft  part  of  all  Fanfhaw*s  tranflation.  And  indeed  the 
dullefl  profe  tranflation  might  obfcure,  but  could  not  poffibly  throw  a  total 
cclipie  over  io  admirable  an  original. 

'  the  'Ufocmarh  JUiver  ofjlain  Adonis — watered  ly  the  tears  of  lovej^^Tht 
Aenemone.  **  This,  fays  Caftera,  is  applicable  to  the  celeftial  Venus,  for 
<*  according  to  mythology,  her  amour  with  Adonis  had  nothing  in  it  im- 
•*  pure,  but  was  only  the  love  which  nature  bears  to  the  fun."  The 
fables  of  antiquity  have  generally  a  three-fold  interpretation,  an  hi(Vorical 
allufion,  a  phyfical  and  a  metaphyHcal  allegory.  In  the  latter  view,  the 
fable  of  Adonis  is  only  applicable  to  the  celediai  Venus.  A  divine  youth 
is  outrageoufly  flain,  but  (hall  revive  again  at  the  reftoration  of  the  golden 
age.  Several  nations,  it  is  well  known,  under  different  names,  celebrated 
the  myfteries,  or  the  death  and  rcfurre^^ion  of  Adonis ;  among  whom  were 
the  Britifli  Druids,  as  we  arc  told  by  Dr.  Stukely.  In  the  fame  manner 
Cupid,  in  the  fable  of  Pfychc,  is  interpreted  by  mythologies,  to  fignify 
the  divine  love  weeping  over  the  degeneracy  of  human  nature* 
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At  ftrife  appear  the  lawns  and  purpled  fkies, 

Which  from  each  other  ftole  the  beauteous  e  dyes : 

The  lawn  in  all  Aurora's  luftre  glows^ 

Aurora  fteals  the  blufhes  of  the  rofe. 

The  rofe  difplays  the  blufhes  that  adorn 

The  fpotlefs  virgin  on  the  nuptial  morn. 

Zephyr  and  Flora  emulous  cbnfpire 

To  breathe  their  graces  o'er  the  field's  attire  ^ 

The  one  gives  healthful  firefhnefs,  one  the  hue. 

Fairer  than  e'er  creative  pencil  drew. 

Pale  as  the  love-fick  hopelefs  maid  they  dye 

The  modeft  violet ;  from  the  curious  eye 

The  modeft  violet  turns  her  gentle  head. 

And  by  the  thorn  weeps  o'er  her  lowly  bed, 

fiending  beneath  the  tears  of  pearly  dawn 

The  fnow  white  lily  glitters  o'er  the  lawn  ; 

LO|   from  the  bough  reclines  the  damafk  rofe^ 

And  o'er  the  lily's  milk-white  bofbm  glows. 
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Frefh 


•  Aifirife  appear  the  laxvtu  and  purpled Jkies^  'wbicbfrom  each  timber  fiele  tbebeatH 
teoiu  dyes,^^On  this  paflage  Camera  has  the  following  (enfible  though  turgid 
note  :  <<  This  thought,  iays  he,  is  taken  from  the  idyliium  of  Auibnius  oa 
«*  the  rofe; 

**  Ambigeres  raperetne  rofis  aurora  ruborem, 
'*  An  daret,  &  flores  tingeret  orta  dies. 

«  Camdens  who  had  a  genius 'rich  of  itfelf,  ftill  farther  enriched  it  at  the  ex* 
"  pence  of  the  ancients.  Behold  what  makes  great  authors !  thofe  who 
*'  pretend  to  give  us  nothing  but  the  fruits  of  their  own  growth,  (bon  fail, 
"  like  the  little  rivulets  which  dry  up  in  the  fummer;  very  different  from 
**  the  floods,  who  receive  in  their  courfe  the  tribute  of  an  hundred  and 
"  an  hundred  rivers,  and  which  even  in  the  dog-days  carry  their  waves  tri- 
**  iimphant  to  the  ocean." 
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Frefli  in  the  dew  far  o'er  the  painted  dales. 

Each  fragrant  herb  her  fweeteft  fcent  exhales* 

The  hyacinth  bewrays  the  doleful  ^  Ai^ 

And  calls  the  tribute  of  Apc^lo's  figh; 

Still  on  its  bloom  the  mournful  flowerretalns 

The  lovely  blue  that  dy*d  the  flripling*s  veins. 

Pomona  iired  with  rival  envy  views 

The  glaring  pride  of  Flora's  darling  hues  % 

Where  Flo;-a  bids  the  purple  iris  fpread. 

She  hangs  the  wilding's  bloiTom  white  and  red ; 

Where  wild  thyme  purples,  where  the  daify  (hows 

The  curving  ilopes,  the  melon's  pride  £he  throws } 

Where  by  the  ftream  the  lily  of  the  vale, 

Primrofe,  and  cowilip  meek,  perfume  the  gale, 

Beneath  the  lily  and  the  cowflip's  bell 

The  fcarlet  ftrawberries  luxurious  fwell. 

Nor  thefe  alone  the  teeming  Eden  yields, 

Each  harmlefs  beftial  crops  the  flowery  fields  j 

And  birds  of  every  note  and  every  wing 

Their  loves  refponfive  through  the  branches  fing : 

In 


'71^«  byaeinth  Bewrays  the  <i!»^/ Ai.— Hyadothus,  a  youth  belofed  of 
Apollo,  by  whom  h^  was  acddeotally  ilain,  and  afterwards  tamed  into  » 
flower: 

I  Tyrioquc  nitentior  oftro 

Flos  oritur,  formamque  capit,  quam  lUia  :  fi  non, 

Purpureus  color  huk,  argenteiis  eflet  in  illis. 

Non  fatis  hoc  Phoebo  eft :  is  enim  fuit  au^tor  honoris. 

Ipfe  fuos  gemitus  foliis  infcribit ;  &  Ai,  Ai« 

Flos  babet  infcriptum  :  fune(hiqae  iittera  dufta  eft.  Ovio.  M«t. 
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In  fweet  vibrations  thrilling  o'er  the  fkies^ 
High  pois'd  in  air^  the  lark  his  warbling  tries ; 
The  fwan  flow  failing  o'er  the  cyrflal  lake 
Tunes  his  melodious  note  ;  from  every  brake 
The  glowing  ftrain  the  nightingale  returns, 
And  in  the  bowers  of  love  the  turtle  mourns. 
Fleafed  to  behold  his  branching  horns  appear. 
O'er  the  bright  fountain  bends  the  fearlefs  deer ; 
The  hare  ftarts  trembling  from  the  bufliy  fhade. 
And  fwiftly  circling,  crofles  oft  the*  glade. 
Where  from  the  rocks  the  bubbling  founts  diftil, 
The  milk-white  lambs  come  bleating  down  the  hill ; 
The  dappled  heifer  feeks  the  vales  below, 
And  from  the  thicket  fprings  the  bounding  doe. 
To  his  lov'd  neft,  on  fondly  fluttering  wings. 
In  chirping  bill  the  little  fongfter  brings 
.  The  food  untafted  ^  tranfport  thrills  his  bread ; 
'Tis  nature's  touch  j  'tis  inftinft's  heav'n-like  feaft. 
Thus  bower  and  lawn  were  deckt  with  Eden's  flowers. 
And  fong  and  joy  imparadifed  the  bowers. 

And  foon  the  fleet  their  ready  anchors  threw  : 

Lifted  on  the  eager  tip-toe  at  the  view,- 

On  nimble  feet  tbat  bounded  to  tlic  ftrand 

The  fecond  Argonauts  s  elance  to  land.  > 

Wide 

«  The  fecond  Argoiiauis-'''^T)\e  expedition  of  the  goWen  fleece  was  eA 
teemed  in  ancient  poetry,  one  of  the  mod  daring  adventures,  the  fuccels 
of  which  was  accounted  miraculous.  The  alludons  of  Camoens  to  this  voy- 
age, though  in  the  fpirit  of  his  age,  are  by  no  means  improper. 
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Wide  o*er  the  bcautcoas  iflc  *»  the  lovely  fair 
Stray  through  the  diftant  glades,  devoid  of  care. 

From 

■*  H^ide  o'er  the  beauteous  ijle  the  i^nv/f /i/r— »— We  HOW  come  to  the  paflage 
condemned  by  Voltaire  as  ib  lafcivioiiB,  tiMt  no  natioB  in  Earofic,  except 
the  Portugucie  and  Italians,  could  bear  it.  But  the  author  of  the  detcftahle 
poem  Lm  PueelUd*OrIeMu,  talks  of  the  ifland  of  Venus  with  that  fame  know- 
ledge of  his  fubjoA  with  which  he  made  Caflwens,  who  was  not  then  born, 
a  companion  to  Gama  in  the  expedition  which  diiborered  the  roate  to  Inda. 
Though  Voltaire's  cavils,  I  truft,  are  in  general  fully  anfwered  in  the  pre* 
face,  a  particular  examination  of  the  charge  of  indecency  may  not  be  un* 
neccHary  ere  the  reader  enter  upon  the  paflage  itfelf.  No  painter  then, 
let  it  be  remembered,  was  ever  blamed  for  drawing  the  graces  unveiled  or 
naked.  In  fcolptore,  in  painting,  and  poetry,  it  is  not  nsdcedncfs,  it  is  the 
exprefllon  or  manner  only  that  offends  decency.  It  is  this  which  confti* 
tutes  the  difference  between  a  Venus  de  Medicis  and  the  lafcivious  paint- 
ings in  the  apartments  of  a  Tiberius.  The  file  of  Camoens  has  hitherto 
been  very  peculiar.  The  mixture  of  Pagan  and  chriftian  mythology  in  his 
machinery  has  been  anathematifed,  and  his  iAand  of  love  reprefented  as  a 
brothel.  Yet  both  accufktions  are  the  arrogant  aflertions  of  the  moft  Su- 
perficial acquaintance  with  his  works,  a  bear/ay,  echoed  from  critic  to  critic. 
His  poem  itfelf,  and  a  comparison  of  its  parts  with  the  fimilar  condu^  of 
the  greatcfl  modem  poets,  will  desriy  evince,  that  in  both  inftances  no 
modem  epic  writer  of  note  has  given  lefs  offence  to  true  criticifm. 

Not  to  mention  AriofVo,  whofe  defcriptions  will  often  admit  of  no  palli- 
ation, Taflb,  Spenibr,  and  Mihon,  hare  always  been  efteemed  as  the 
chaflefl  of  poets,  yet  in  the  delicacy  of  warm  defcription,  the  inartifidal 
modefly  of  nature,  none  of  them  can  boa(l  the  continued  uniformity  of 
the  Portugucie  poet.  Though  there  is  a  warmth  in  the  colouring  of  Ca- 
moens, which  even  the  genius  of  Taflb  has  not  reached;  and  though  the 
,  ifland  of  Armida  is  evidently  copied  from  the  Lufiad,  yet  thofe  who  are 
poflefled  of  the  finer  fecHngs,  will  eafily  difcover  an  eflential  difR^rence  be- 
tween the  love-fccnes  of  the  two  poets,  a  difference  greatly  in  favour  of 
'he  delicacy  of  the  former.  Though  the  nymph*  in  Camoens  are  deteOed 
naked  in  the  woods  and  in  the  flteam,  and  though  defirous  to  captivate, 
ftill  their  behaviour  is  that  of  the  virgin,  who  hopes  to  be  the  fpoufe. 
They  aft  the  part  of  offended  modefty  ;  even  when  they  yield  they  are  fi- 
lent,  and  behave  in  every  refpeA  like  Milton's  eve  in  the  (late  of  inno- 
cence, who 

^— What  was  honour  knew— — 
And  who  difplayed 

Her 
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From  lowly  vsdlqr  and  from  mouatain  grove 
The  lovely  nymphs  renew  the  ftrains  of  love. 

Here 


Her  vtrtue,  and  the  oooioence  of  her  worth, 
That  would  be  wooed,  and  not  unfought  be  won. 

To  fum  up  all,  the  nuptial  fan^it^  draws  its  hallowed  curtains,  and  a  maf- 
terly  allegory  fhuts  up  the  loTe-(ccncs  of  Camoens. 

How  diiferent  from  all  this  is  the  ifland  of  Artmda  in  Taflb,  and  its 
tranflation,  the  bower  of  Acrajia^  in  Spcnfer!  In  thefe  virtue  is  feduocd ; 
the  fccne  therefore  is  Icfs  delicate.  The  nymphs,  while  they  are  bathing, 
in  place  of  the  modefly  of  the  bride  as  in  Camoens,  employ  all  the  arts  of 
the  laiciviotts  wanton.  They  ftay  not  to  be  wooed ;  but,  as  Spencer 
gives  it, 

Tie  mmi  bwj  frjoeet^tiU  to  greedy  eyes  teheed. 

One  ftanza  from  our  EngliQi  poet,  which  however  is  rather  fuller  than  the 
original,  (hall  here  fuffice : 

Withal  (he  laughed  and  flxe  bluih'd  withal. 

That  blufliing  to  her  laughter  gave  more  grace. 

And  laughter  to  her  blufhing,  as  did  fall. 

Now  when  they  Tpy'd  the  knight  to  flack  his  pace. 

Them  to  behold,  and  in  UsJparkUngJaee 

The  feeretfigns  of  kituU'mg  lufi  appear^ 

Their  wanton  merriments  they  did  increafe. 

And  to  him  becken*d  to  approach  more  near, 

Andjbeuj^d  bim  manyJigbUy  tbat  courage  cfdd  could  rear* 

This  and  other  deicriptions. 

Upon  a  bed  of  rofes  (he  was  laid 

As  faint  through  heat,  ot  dight  to  pleaiant  fin.^ 

prefcnt  every  idea  of  lafcivious  voluptuoufnefs.  The  allurements  of  fpeech 
are  alfo  added.  Songs,  which  breathe  every  perfuafive,  are  heard ;  and 
the  nymphs  boldly  call  to  the  beholder ; 

JE*  d^  campo  di  baUagiia  U  leito 

FtMWy  e  rberbetta  moriida  de*  prati^^         TasSO. 

Our  field  of  battle  is  the  downy  bed, 

Our  flowery  turf  amid  the  fmiling  mead.-^    Hooli. 

Thcfc, 
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Here  from  the  bowers  that  crown  the  plaintiTe  rill 
The  folemn  harp's  melodious  warbiings  thrill^ 

Here 


Tbefe,  and  the  whole  fceoes  in  the  domains  of  Annida  and  Aoalia,  are 
in  a  tnrn  of  manner  the  reveifc  of  the  ifland  of  Venus.  They  are  the 
icenes  of  guilt  and  remoi  fc.  In  Camoens,  the  fuppofition  of  the  pared 
honour  and  innocence  gives  a  namelefs  delicacy ;  and  though  the  colouring 
be  warm,  yet  the  modefty  of  the  Venus  dc  Medids  is  ftill  preferred.  In 
every  thing  he  describes  there  is  dill  ibmething  ftrongly  fimilar  to  the  mo- 
deft  attitude  of  the  arms  of  that  celebrated  (latue.  Though  prudery,  that 
tiiual  maik  of  the  impnreft  minds,  may  condemn  him,  yet  thofe  of  the 
moft  chade,  though  lefs  gloomy  turn,  will  allow,  that  in  comparifon  with 
others,  he  might  ^y ^VirglrnhMs  puerifquc  canto. 

Spenfer  alio,  where  he  does  not  follow  Taflb,  is  often  grois;  and  even 
in  fome  inftances,  where  the  expreiCon  is  more  delicate,  the  pi€bire  is  ne- 
vcrtheleis  indecently  laicivious.  The  third  and  fourth  of  the  five  condud* 
ing  ftanzas,  which  in  his  fecond  edition  he  added  to  the  third  book  of  the 
Faerie  Qncene,  afford  a  ftriking  example.  The  virgin  Britamart,  the  pat* 
tern  of  chaftity,  ftands  by,  while  Sir  Scudamort  amd  Amorety 


.  With  fwcet  countervaile 


Each  other  of  love's  bitter  fruit  dcfpoile— 

But  this  Jhall  not  here  be  cited ;  only. 

That  Briiomarty  half  envying  their  blcfs, 

Was  much  empa(Iion*d  in  her  gentle  fprite. 

And  to  hetfclf  oft  uiHi'd  like  liappinefs; 

In  vain  Ihe  wilh'd,  that  fate  n*ould  let  her  yet  poflcfs. 

Nor  is  even  Spenfer*s  wife  of  Malbecco  more  indelicate  than  ibme  lines 
of  the  Patadife  Loft.  The  reply  of  the  angel  to  Adam*s  deicription  of 
his  nuptials,  contains  ibme  ftrokes  intolerably  diiguftful.  And  the  firft 
effect  of  the  forbidden  fruit  offers  a  remarkable  contraft  to  that  delicacy 
ofcxpreffion  which  adorns  the  firft  loves  of  Adam  and  Eve.  If  there  is 
propriety  however  in  thus  rcprcfenting  the  amours  of  guilty  intoxication, 
by  which  figure  Milton  calls  it,  fome  of  the  terms  of  expreflion  are  ftill  in- 
defenfibly  indelicate.  In  a  word,  To  unjuft  is  the  ccnfure  of  Voltaire,  a 
ccnfure  which  never  arofe  from  a  companion  of  Camoens  with  other  poets, 
and  U>  ill-grounded  is  the  charge  agaiaft  him,  that  we  cannot  but  admire 
his  Aiperior  delicacy  \  a  delicacy  not  even  underftood  in  his  age,  when  the 

grofleft 
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Here  from  the  fhadows  of  the  upland  grot 

The  mellow  lute  renews  the  fwelling  note. 

As  fair  Diana  and  her  virgin  train 

Some  gaily  ramble  o'er  the  flowery  plain. 

In  feign'd  purfuit  of  hare  or  bounding  roe. 

Their  graceful  mien  and  beauteous  liinbs  to  (hew ; 

liovr  feeming  carelefs,  fearful  now  and  coy, 

(So  taught  the  goddefs  of  unutter'd  joy,) 

And  gliding  through  the  diftant  glades  difplay 

Each  limb,  each  movement,  naked  as  the  day. 

Some  light  with  glee  in  carelefs  freedom  take 

Their  playful  revels  in  the  cryftal  lake ; 

One  trembling  ftands  no  deeper  than  the  knee 

To  plunge  rcludlant,  while  in  fportful  glee 

Another  o'er  her  fudden  laves  the  tide } 

In  pearly  drops  the  wifhful  waters  glide. 

Reluctant  dropping  from  her  brcafts  of  fnow  f 

Beneath  the  wave  another  feems  to  glow ; 

The  amorous  waves  her  bofom  fondly  kifs'd, 

And  rofc  and  fell,  as  panting,  on  her  bread. 

VOL.  II.  D  d  Another 


groHctl  imagery  often  found  a  place  in  the  pal  pits  of  the  moft  pious  di- 
vines ;  when  in  the  old  liturgy  itfelf  it  was  efleemed  no  indelicacy  of  ex- 
prcfljon  to  enjoin  the  N^ife  to  be  buxom  in  bed  and  at  board*  We  know  what 
liberties  ;vcre  taken  by  the  politeft  writers  of  <he  Auguftan  age  ;  and  fuch 
is  the  change  of  mannei's,  that  Shakefptare  and  Spenfer  might  with  jnftice 
appeal  from  the  judgment  of  the  prcfent,  when  it  condemns  them  for  in- 
decency. Camoens,  however,  may  appeal  to  the  mod  poliflied  age;  let 
him  be  heard  for  hlmfelf,  let  him  be  compared  with  others  of  the  firft 
j»nic,  and  his  warmed  defciiptions  need  not  dread  the  dcdfioa. 
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Another  fwims  along  with  graceful  pride^ 

Her  filver  arms  the  gliftening  waves  divide. 

Her  ihining  fides  the  fondling  waters  lave, 

Her  glowing  cheeks  are  brightenM  by  the  wave> 

Her  hair,  of  mildeft  yellow,  flows  from  fide 

To  fide,  as  o*er  it  plays  the  wanton  tide ; 

And  carelefs  as  fiie  turns,  her  thighs  of  fnow 

Their  tapering  rounds  in  deeper  luflxe  fhew» 

Some  gallant  Lufians  fought  the  woodland  prey^ 
And  through  the  thickets  forced  the  pathlefs  way  ^ 
And  fome  in  fhades  impervious  to  the  beam. 
Supinely  UftenM  to  the  murmuring  ftream: 
When  fudden  through  the  boughs  the  various  dyes 
Of  pink,  of  fcarlet,  and  of  azure  rift. 
Swift  from  the  verdant  banks  the  loiterers  fpring, 
Down  drops  the  arrow  from  the  half  drawn  firing  r 
Soon  they  behold  'twas  not  the  rofe's  hue. 
The  jonquil's  yellow,  nor  the  panfie's  blue  : 
Dazzling  the  fhades  the  nymphs  appear — the  zone 
And  flowing  fcarf  in  gold  and  azure  fhone. 
Naked  as  Venus  flood  in  Ida's  bower,      ^ 
Some  truil  the  dazzling  charms  of  native  power  $ 
Through  the  green  boughs  and  darkling  fhades  they  (hew 
The  fhining  luflre  of  their  native  fnow. 
And  every  tapering,  every  rounded  fwell 
Of  thigh,  of  bofom,  as  they  glide,  reveal. 

A» 
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As  vifions  cloath'd  in  dazzling  white  they  rlfe^ 

Then  fteal  unnoted  from  the  flurried  eyes : 

Again  apparent,  and  again  withdrawn. 

They  fhine  and  wanton  o'er  the  fmiling  lawn. 

Amazed  and  loft  in  rapture  of  iurprize. 

All  joy,  my  friends,  the  brave  Vbloso  cries. 

Whatever  of  goddefles  old  fable  told, 

Or  poet  fung  of  facred  groves,  behold; 

Sacred  to  goddefles  divinely  bright 

Thefe  beauteous  forefts  own  their  guardian  might. 

From  eyes  profane,  from  every  age  concealed. 

To  us,  behold,  all  paradife  reveal'd  ! 

Swift  let  us  try  if  phantoms  of  the  air. 

Or  living  charms  appear,   divinely  fair  I 

Swift  at  the  word  the  gallant  Luiians  bound. 

Their  rapid  footfteps  fcarcely  touch  the  ground ; 

Through  copfe,   through  brake,  impatient  of  their  prey. 

Swift  as  the  wounded  deer  they  fpring  away : 

Fleet  through  the  winding  fhades  in  rapid  flight 

The  nymphs  as  wing'd  with  terror  fly  their  fight. 

Fleet  though  they  fled  the  mild  reverted  eye. 

And  dimpling  fmile  their  Teeming  fear  deny. 

Fleet  through  the  {hades  in  parted  route  they  glide : 

If  winding  path  the  chofen  p^rs  divide. 

Another  path  by  fwoet  miftake  betrays. 

And  throws  the  lover  on  the  lover's  gaze : 

If  dark-brow'd  bower  conceal  the  lovely  fair. 

The  laugh,  the  (hriek,  confefs  the  charmer  there. 

D  d  2  Luxurious 
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Luxurious  here  the  wanton  zephyrs  to^^ 
And  every  fondling  favouring  art  employ. 
Fleet  as  the  fair  ones  fpeed,  the  bufy  gale 
In  wanton  frolic  lifts  the  trembling  veil } 
White  through  the  veil,  in  fairer  brighter  glow 
The  lifted  robe  difplays  the  living  fnow : 
Quick  fluttering  on  the  gale  the  robe  conceab. 
Then  inftant  to  the  glance  each  charm  reveals^ 
Reveals,   and  covers  from  the  eyes  on  fire. 
Reveals,  and  ^ith  the  ihade  inflames  deiire* 
One,  as  her  breathlefs  lover  haftcns  on, 
With  wily  ftumbic  fudden  lies  overthrown  ; 
Confus'd,   fhe  rifes  with  a  blufhing  fmile  ^ 
The  lover  falls  the  captive  of  her  guile : 
Tript  by  the  fair  he  tumbles  on  the  mead> 
The  joyful  victim  of  his  eager  fpeed. 

Afar,  where  fport  the  wantons  in  the  lake. 
Another  band  of  gallant  youths  betake ; 
The  laugh,   the  fliriek,  the  revel  and  the  toy, 
Befpeak  the  innocence  of  youthful  joy  : 
The  laugh,  the  (hriek,  the  gallant  Lufians  hear. 
As  through  the  foreft  glades  they  chdce  the  deer  ^ 
For  arm'd  to  chace  the  bounding  roe  they  came, 
Unhop'd  the  tranfport  of  a  nobler  game. 
The  naked  wantons,  as  the  youths  appear. 
Shrill  through  the  woods  refound  the  ihriek  of  fear. 

Some 
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Some  fdgn  fuch  terror  of  the  forced  embrace, 

Their  virgin  modefty  to  this  gives  place. 

Naked  they  fpring  to  land  and  fpeed  away 

To  deepeft  fliades  unpierc'd  by  glaring  day. 

Thus  yielding  freely  to  the  amorous  eyes 

What  to  the  amorous  arms  their  fear,  denies. 

Some  well  aflume  Diana's  virgin  fhame, 

When  on  her  naked  fports  the  hunter  » came 

Unwelcome plunging  in  the  cryftal  tide, 

In  vain  they  ftrive  their  beauteous  limbs  to  hide  i 
The  lucid  waves,  *twas  all  they  could,  bcftow 
A  milder  luftrc  and  a  fofter  glow. 
As  loft  in  earneft  care  of  future  need. 
Some  to  the  banks  to  fnatch  their  mantles  fpced^ 
Of  prefent  view  regardlefs  j  every  wile 
Was  yet,  and  every  net  of  amorous  guile. 
Whatever  the  terror  of  the  feign'd  alarm, 
Difplay*d,   in  various  force,  was  every  charm. 
Nor  idle  ftood  the  gallant  youth  -,  the  wing 
Of  rapture  lifts  them,   to  the  fair  they  fpring  •, 
Some  to  the  copfe  purfue  their  lovely  prey ; 
Some  doath'd  and  Ihod,  impatient  of  delay. 
Impatient  of  the  ftings  of  fierce  defire. 
Plunge  headlong  in  the  tide  to  quench  their  fire. 
So  when  the  fowler  to  his  cheek  uprcars 
The  hollow  fteel,  and  on  the  mallard  bears. 


His 


«  Tbe  bunUi'*      AQeoii; 
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His  eager  4og)  ere  burfts  the  flafhing  roar» 

Fierce  for  the  prey  fprings  headlong  from  the  fliore^ 

And  barking  cuts  the  wave  with  furious  joy : 

So  mid  the  billow  fprings  each  eager  boy, 

Springs  to  the  nymph  whofe  eyes  from  all  the  reft 

By  iingling  him  her  fecret  wiih  confeft. 

A  fon  of  Mars  was  there,  of  generous  race^ 
His  every  elegance  of  manly  grace  $ 
Amorous  and  brave,  the  bloom  of  April  youth 
Glow'd  on  his  cheek,  his  eye  fpokc  fimpleft  truth  ; 
Yet  love,  capricious  to  th*  accomplifh^d  boy. 
Had  ever  tum'd  to  gall  each  promis*d  joy, 
Had  ever  fpum*d  his  vows ;  yet  ftill  his  heart 
Would  hope,  and  nourifh  ftill  the  tender  fmart : 
The  pureft  delicacy  fann'd  his  fires. 
And  proudeft  honour  nurs'd  his  fond  defires. 
JNot  on  the  firft  that  fair  before  him  glow*d. 
Not  on  the  firft  the  youth  his  love  beftoVd. 
In  all  her  charms  the  fair  Ephyre  came. 
And  Leonardo's  heart  was  all  on  flame. 
Afieftion's  melting  tranfport  o'er  him  ftole. 
And  love's  all  generous  glow  intranced  his  foul  i 
Of  felfifh  joy  unconfcious,  every  thought 
On  fweet  delirium's  ocean  ftreamed  afloat* 
Pattern  of  beauty  did  Ephyre  fhine. 
Nor  lefs  fhe  wifli'd  thefe  beauties  to  refign  : 

More 
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More  than  her  fillers  long'd  her  heart  to  yield) 
Yet  fwifier  fled  fhe  o'er  the  fmiling  field. 
The  youth  now  panting  with  the  hopelefs  chace. 
Oh  turn,  he  cries.  Oh  turn  thy  angel  face : 
*  FaUe  to  themfelves  can  charms  like  thefe  conceal 
The  hatefiil  rigour  of  relentlefs  fteel ; 
And  did  the  ftream  deceive  me  when  I  ftood 
Amid  my  peers  refleded  in  the  flood  ? 

The  cafieft  port  and  feirefl:  bloom  I  bore 

Falfc  was  the  flxeam ^while  I  in  vain  deplore, 

My  peers  are  happy ;  lo,  in  every  fliade. 
In  every  bower,  their  love  with  love  repaid ! 
I,  I  alone  through  brakes,  through  thorns  purfue 
A  cruel  fair        Ah,  ftill  my  fate  proves  true, 

True  to  its  rigour^ ^who,  &ir  nymph,  to  thee 

Reveal'd,  'twas  I  that  fued  !   unhappy  me  ! 
Bom  to  be  fpum'd  though  honefty  infpire 
Alas,  I  faint,  my  languid  finews  ture  $ 

Oh  ftay  thee ^powerlefs  to  fuftain  their  weight 

My  knees  fink  down,  I  fink  beneal^  my  fate ! 

He  (poke  j  a  rufiling  urges  through  the  trees, 

Inftant  new  vigour  firings  his  aAive  knees. 

Wildly  he  glares  around,  and  raging  cries, 

And  muft  another  fnatch  my  lovely  prize ! 

In  favage  grafp  thy  beauteous  limbs  confirain ! 

I  feel,  I  madden  while  I  fed  the  pain ! 

Oh  loft,  thou  flyeft  the  fafety  of  my  arms. 

My  hand  fiiall  guard  thee,  foftly  feize  thy  charms. 

No 
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No  brutal  rage  inflames  me,  yet  I  burn ! 

Die  fhall  thy  raviflier Oh  goddefs,  turn, 

And  fmiling  view  the  error  of  my  fear ; 

No  brutal  force,   no'ravifher  is  near; 

A  harmlefs  roebuck  gave  the  ruftling  founds ; 

Lo,  from  the  thicket  fwift  as  thee  he  bounds ! 

Ah,  vain  the  hope  to  tire  thee  in  the  chace  \ 

I  faint,  yet  hear,  yet  turn  thy  lovely  face. 

Vain  are  thy  fears  j  were  even  thy  will  to  yield 

The  harveft  of  my  hope,    that  harveft  field 

My  fate  would  guard,  and  walls  of  brafs  would  rear 

Between  my  fickle  and  the  golden  ear. 

Yet  fly  me  not ;  fo  may  thy  youthful  prime 

Ne'er  fly  thy  cheek  on  the  grey  wing  of  time. 

Yet  hear,  the  laft  my  panting  breath  can  fay, 

Nor  proudeft  kings,   nor  mightieft  hofls  can  fway 

Fate's  dread  decrees  j  yet  thou,  O  nymph  divine. 

Yet  thou  canft  more,  yet  thou  canft  conquer  mine. 

Unmoved  each  other  yielding  nymph  I  fee  ; 

Joy  to  their  lovers,   fo}  they  touch  not  thee  ! 

But  thee Oh,  every  tranfport  of  defire, 

That  melts  to  mingle  with  its  kindred  fire. 

For  thee  refpires alone  I  feel  for  thee 

The  dear  wild  rage  of  longing  extacy : 

By  all  the  flames  of  fympathy  divine 

To  thee  united,  thou  by  right  art  mine. 

From  thee,  from  thee  the  hallowed  tranfport  flows 

That  fevered  rages,  and  'for  union  glows  i 

Heaveu 
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Heaven  owns  the  claim — ^Hah,  did  the  lightnbg  glare : 

Tes,  I  beheld  my  rival,  though  tlie  air 

Grew  dim ;  even  now  I  heard  him  foftly  tread ; 

Oh  rage,  he  waits  thee  on  the  flowery  bed ! 

I  fee,  I  fee  thee  rufhing  to  his  arms, 

And  finking  on  his  bofom,  all  thy  charms 

To  him  refigning  in  an  eager  kifs. 

All  I  implored,  the  whelming  tide  of  blifs  ! 

And  {hall  I  fee  him  riot  on  thy  charms, 

Diflblved  in  joy  exulting  in  thine  arms 

Oh  burft,  ye  lightnings,  round  my  deftin'd  head. 

Oh  pour  your  flaflies Madning  as  he  faid. 

Amid  the  windings  of  the  bowery  wood 

His  trembling  footfleps  ftill  the  nymph  k  purfued. 

Wooed 


'  Hu  iremUing  footpeps  JtiU  the  nymph  purfueJ,  At  the  end  of  his  Ho- 
mer Mr.  Pope  has  j^iven  an  index  of  the  inftances  of  imitative  and  fcnti- 
mental  harmony  contained  in  his  tranflations.  He  has  alfo  often  in  his 
notes  pointed  out  the  adaption  of  found  to  ienfe.  The  tranflator  of  the 
Luliad  hopes  he  may  for  once  fay,  that  he  has  not  been  inattentive  to  this 
great  efleiitial  of  good  verfification  ;  how  he  has  fucceeded  the  judicious 
only  mud  determine.  I'he  I'peech  of  Leonard  to  the  curfbry  reader  may 
perhaps  fbmetimcs  appear  carele^,  and  (bmetimes  turgid  and  ftifT:  Tliat 
fpeech,  however,  is  an  attempt  at  the  imitative  and  fentimentai  harmony, 
and  with  the  judicious  he  refls  its  fate.  As  the  tranflation  in  this  in  (lance 
exceeds  the  original  in  length,  the  objeOion  of  a  foreign  critic  requires  atten- 
tion. An  old  purfy  Abbe,  (and  critics  are  apt  to  judge  by  themfclves) 
may  indeed  be  furprized  that  a  man  out  of  breath  with  running  fhould  be 
able  to  talk  {o  long.  But  had  he  confultcd  the  experience  of  others,  he 
would  have  found  it  was  no  wonderful  matter  for  a  (lout  and  young  Cava- 
lier to  talk  twice  as  much,  though  fatigued  with  the  chafe  of  a  couple  of 
miles,  provided  the  fuppoiltion  is  allowed,  that  he  treads  on  the  lad  Heps 
of  his  flying  millreA* 


V 
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Wooed  to  the  flight  fhe  winged  her  fpeed  to  hear 

His  amorous  accents  melting  on  her  ear. 

And  now  fhe  turns  the  wild  walk's  ferpent  maze  ; 

A  rofeate  bower  its  velvet  couch  difplays  $ 

The  thickeft  mofs  its  ibfteft  verdure  fpread. 

Crocus  and  mingling  panfife  fringM  the  bed. 

The  woodbine  dropt  its  honey  from  above» 

And  various  rofes  crown'd  the  fweet  alcove. 

Here  as  fhe  haftens,  on  the  hopelefs  boy 

She  turns  her  face  all  bathed  in  fmiles  of  joy ; 

Then^  finking  down,  her  eyes>  fufficed  with  love 

Glowing  on  his,  one  moment  loft  reprove. 

Here  was  no  rival,  all  he  wifh'd  his  own  ; 

Lock'd  In  her  arms  foft  finks  the  ffaripling  down 

Ah,  what  foft  murmurs  panting  through  the  bowers 

3igh'd  to  the  raptures  of  the  paramours ; 

The  wifhful  figh  and  melting  fmile  confpire^ 

Devouring  kifles  £in  the  fiercer  fire  j 

Sweet  violence  with  deareft  grace  ai£uls. 

Soft  o'er  the  purpofed  frown  the  finile  prevails; 

The  purpofed  frown  betrays  its  own  deceit. 

In  well-pleas'd  laughter  ends  the  rifing  threat; 

The  coy  delay  glides  oflT  in  yielding  love. 

And  tranfport  murmurs  through  the  facred  grove. 

The  joy  of  pleafing  adds  its  facred  zeft, 

And  all  b  love,  embracing  and  embraced. 

The 
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The  golden  mom  beheld  the  Icenes  of  joy  ; 
Nor,  fultry  noon,  mayft  thou  the  bowers  annoy  ; 
The  fultry  noon-beam  fhines  the  lover's  aid. 
And  fends  him  glowing  to  the  fecrct  (hade. 
Cer  every  fhade  and  every  nuptial  bower 
The  love-fick  ftratn  the  virgin  turtles  pour; 
For  nuptial  faith  and  holy  rites  combin'd. 
The  Lufian  heroes  and  the  nymps  conjdn'd. 
With  flowery  wreaths,  and  laurel  chaplcts,  bound 
With  duftile  gold,  the  nymphs  the  heroes  crown'd: 
By  every  fpoufal  holy  ritual  tyed. 
No  chance  they  vow  £hall  e'er  their  han^  divide. 
In  life,  in  death,  attendant  as  their  fame ; 
Such  was  the  oath  of  ocean's  fovereign,  dame : 
The  dame  (from  heaven  and  holy  Vefta-  fprung. 
For  ever  beauteous  and  for  ever  young,) 
Enraptured  views  the  chief  whofe  deathlefs  name 
The  wondering  world  and  conquer'd  fcas  proclaim. 
With  ftately  pomp  Ihe  holds  the  hero's  hand^ 
And  gives  her  empire  to  his  dread  command. 
By  fpoufal  ties  confirm'd ;  nor  paft  untold 
What  htt*s  unalter'd  page  had  will'd  of  old : 
The  world's  vaft  globe  in  radiant  fphere  (he  fliew'd. 
The  fhores  immenfe,  and  feas  unknown,  unplow'd ; 
The  feas,  the  fhores,  due  to  the  Luiian  keel 
And  Lufian  fword,  Ihe  haftens  to  reveal. 
The  glorious  leader  by  the  hand  (he  takes, 
Andj  dim  bcloW|  the  flowery  bowers  forfakes. 

High 
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High  on  a  mountain's  ftarry  top  divine 

Her  palace  walls  of  living  cryftal  fhine ; 

Of  gold  and  cryftal  blaze  the  lofty  towers : 

Here  bathed  in  joy  they  pafs  the  blifsful  hours  : 

Ingulph'd  in  tides  on  tides  of  joy,  the  day 

On  downy  pinions  glides  unknown  away. 

While  thus  the  fovereigns  in  the  palace  reign^ 

Like  tranfport  riots  o'er  the  humbler  plain, 

Where  each  in  generous  triumph  o'er  hb  peers 

His  lovely  bride  to  every  bride  prefers. 

Hence,  ye  *  profane the  fong  melodious  rofc. 

By  mildeft  zephyrs  wafted  through  the  boughs, 

Unfeen  the  warblers  of  the  holy  ftrain 

Far  from  thefe  facred  bowers,  ye  lewd  profane ! 
Hence  each  unhallowed  eye,  each  vulgar  ear ; 
Chafte  and  divine  are  all  the  raptures  here. 
The  nymphs  of  ocean,   and  the  ocean's  queen, 
The  ifle  angelic,  every  raptured  fcene. 
The  charms  of  honour  and  its  meed  confefs, 
Thefe  are  the  raptnes,  thefe  the  wedded  blifs  \ 
The  glorious  triumph  and  the  laurel  crown. 
The  ever  bloflbm'd  palms  of  fair  renown, 

By 


*  Hencff  ye  />ro/ane—~-Wc  have  already  obferved,  that  in  CTCiy  other 
poet  the  love-fcencs  arc  generally  defcribed  as  thofe  of  guilt  and  rcmoiie. 
The  contrary  chanter  of  thofe  of  Camdens,  not  only  gives  them  a  delicacy 
unknown  to  other  moderns ;  but  by  the  fi£lion  of  the  fpoufal  rites,  the  al- 
legory and  machinery  of  the  poem  are  moft  happily  conducted.  Sec  the 
Introdu£Uon. 
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Bj  time  unwither'd  and  untaught  to  cloy ; 

Thcfc  are  the  tranfports  of  the  ifle  of  joy. 

Such  was  Olympus  and  the  bright  abodes ; 

Renown  was  heaven,   and  heroes  were  the  gods. 

Thus  ancient  times,   to  virtue  ever  juft, 

To  arts  and  valour  rear'd  the  worfhipp'd  buft. 

High,  fteep  and  rugged,  painful  to  be  trod, 

With  toils  on  toils  immenfe  is  virtue's  road  ; 

But  fmooth  at  laft  the  walks  umbrageous  fmile. 

Smooth  as  our  lawns,  and  cheerful  as  our  ifle. 

Up  the  rough  road  Alcides,  Hermes,  ftrove. 

All  men  like  you,  Apollo,  Mars,  and  Jove : 

Like  you  to  blefs  mankind  Minerva  toiFd  \ 

Diana  bound  the  tyrants  of  the  wild ; 

O'er  the  wafte  defert  Bacchus  fpread  the  vine ; 

And  Ceres  taught  the  harveft  field  to  fhine. 

Fame  rear'd  her  trumpet ;  to  the  bleft  abodes 

She  raifed,  and  hail'd  them  gods  and  iprung  of  gods. 

The  love  of  £ime,  by  heaven's  own  hand  impreft. 

The  firft  and  nobleft  paflion  of  the  breaft. 

May  yet  miflead Oh  guard,  ye  hero  train. 

No  harlot  robes  of  honours  falfe  and  vain. 

No  tinfel  yours,  be  yours  all  native  gold, 

Well-earn'd  each  honour,  each  refpeft  you  hold  : 

To  your  loved  king  return  a  guardian  band. 

Return  the  guardians  of  your  native  land ; 

To  tyrant  power  be  dreadful ;  from  the  jaws 

Of  fierce  oppreflion  guard  the  peafant's  caufe. 

If 
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If  youthful  fury  pant  for  ihining  arms, 

Spread  o'er  the  Eaftern  world  the  dread  alarms  $ 

There  bends  the  Saracen  the  hoftile  bow^ 

The  Saracen  thy  faith,  thy  nation's  foe ; 

There  from  his  cruel  gripe  tear  empire's  rdns. 

And  break  his  tyrant  fceptre  o*er  his  chains. 

On  adamantine  pillars  thus  ihall  (land 

The  tlut)ne,  the  glory  of  your  native  land^ 

And  Lufian  heroes^  an  immortal  liney 

Shall  ever  v.\:h  us  fhare  our  ifle  divine. 


DISSERTATION 


DISSERTATION 


ON  THE  nCnON  OF  THE 


ISLAND     OF     VENUS. 


J/  ROM  the  earlieft  ages,  and  in  the  moft  diflant  nations, 
palaces,  forefts  and  gardens,  have  been  the  fayourite  themes  of 
poets.  And  though,  as  in  Homer's  ifland  t)f  Rhadamanthus, 
the  defcription  is  fometimes  only  cuifory ;  at  other  times  they 
have  lavifhed  all  their  powers,  and  have  vied  with  each  other  In 
adorning  their  edifices  and  landfcapes.  The  gardens  of  Alci- 
nous  in  the  OdyiTey,  and  the  Elyfium  in  the  ^neid,  have  ex- 
dted  the  ambition  of  many  imitators.  Many  inftances  of  thefe 
occur  in  the  later  writers.  Thefe  fubje^,  however,  it  muft  be 
owned,  are  fo  natural  to  the  genius  of  poetry,  that  it  is  fcarce^ 
iy  hk  to  attribute  to  an  imitation  of  the  claffics,  the  innumer- 
able defcriptions  of  this  kind,  which  abound  in  the  old  roman- 
ces. In  thefe,  under  different  allegorical  names,  every  paffion, 
every  virtue  and  vice,  had  its  palace,  its  inchanted  bower,  or 

its 
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its  dreary  cave*  The  fictions  of  the  Arabs  were  adopted  by 
the  Trobadours  and  firft-  Gothic  romancers.  Among  the  Ita^* 
lians,  on  the  revival  of  letters,  Pulci,  Boyardo,  and  others, 
borrowed  from  the  Trobadours  ;  Ariofto  borrowed  from  Pulci 
and  his  followers ;  and  Spenfer  has  copied  Ariofto  and  Tailb. 
In  the  fixth  and  feventh  books  of  the  Orlando  Furiofo,  there  is 
a  fine  defcription  of  the  ifland  and  palace  of  Alcina  or  Vice ; 
and  in  the  tenth  book,  but  inferior  to  the  other  io  poetical  co- 
louring, we  have  a  view  of  the  country  of  Logiftilla  or  Vir- 
tue, The  paflage,  of  this  kind,  however,  where  Ariofto  has 
difplayed  the  richcft  poetical  painting,  is  in  the  xxxiv  book,  in 
the  defcription  of  Paradifc,  whither  he  fends  Aftolpho  the  En- 
glifh  duke,  to  aflc  the  aid  of  St.  John  to  recover  the  wits  of 
Orlando.  The  whole  is  moft  admirably  fanciful.  Aftolpho 
mounts  the  clouds  on  the  winged  horfc,  fees  Paradife,  and,  ac- 
companied by  the  Evangelift,  vifits  the  moon  ^  the  defcription 
of  which  orb  is  almoft  literally  tranflated  in  Milton's  Limbo. 
But  the  paiTagc  which  may  be  faid  to  bear  the  neareft  refem- 
blancc  to  the  defcriptive  part  of  the  ifland  of  Venus,  is  the 
landfcape  of  Paradife,  of  which  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hoole,  to 
whofe  many  a(fls  of  friendfhip  I  am  proud  to  acknowledge  my- 
fclf  indebted,  has  obliged  me  with  his  tranflation,  though  only 
ten  books  of  his  Ariofto  are  yet  publifhed. 

O'er  the  glad  earth  the  blifsful  fcafon  pours 

The  vernal  beauties  of  a  thoufand  flowers 

In  vai7*d  tints  :  there  (hew*d  the  ruby*s  hue. 

The  yellow  topaz,  and  the  fapphire  blue. 

The  mead  appears  one  intermingled  blaze 

Where  pearls  and  diamonds  dart  their  trembling  rays. 

Not  emerald  here  fo  bright  a  verdure  yields 

As  the  fair  turf  of  thofe  celedial  fields. 

On 
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On  every  tree  the  leaves  unfading  grow, 

The  fruitage  ripens  and  the  flowretsblow. 

The  frolic  birds,  g»y-plum*d,  of  varioos  wing 

Amid  the  boughs  their  notes  melodious  fing  : 

Still  lakes,  and  murmuring  ftreams,  with  waters  dear^ 

Charm  the  fix'd  eye,  and  lull  the  Uftening  ear, 

A  fbftening  genial  air,  that  ever  feems 

In  even  tenor,  cools  the  folar  beams 

With  fanning  breeze ;   while  from  th*  enamell'd  field, 

Whate'er  the  fruits,  the  plants,  the  bloHoms  yield 

Of  grateful  fceiyt,  the  ftealxng  gales  difpenfe 

The  blended  fweets  to  feed  th'  immortal  fenie. 

Amid  the  plain  a  palace  dazzling  bright, 
JLike  living  flame  emits  a  ftreamy  light. 
And  wrapt  in  fplendor  of  refulgent  day 
Outfhines  the  ftrength  of  every  mortal  ray. 

Aftolpho  gently  now  dire£ls  his  fpeed 
To  where  the  fpacious  pile  enfolds  the  mead 
In  circuit  wide,  and  views  with  eager  eyes 
Each  namelefs  charm  that  happy  foil  fupplics. 
With  this  compar*d  he  deems  the  world  below 
A  dreary  defart  and  a  (eat  of  woe. 
By  heaven  and  nature,  in  their  wrath  beftow*d, 
In  evil  hour  for  man*s  unbleft  abode. 

Near  and  more  near  the  fbtely  walls  he  drew. 
In  ftedfail  gaze  tranfported  at  the  view  : 
They  feemM  one  gem  entire,  of  purer  red 
Than  deepening  gleams  tranfparent  rubies  fhed. 
Stupendous  work !  by  art  Dxdalian  rais*d, 
Tranfcending  all,  by  feeble  mortals  prals'd ! 
No  more  henceforth  let  boaCling  tongues  proclaim 
Thofe  wonders  of  the  world,  fb  chronicled  by  fame  ! 

CaiRoens  read  and  admired  Arioflo ;  but  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lows that  he  borrowed  the  hint  of  his  iiland  of  Venus  from  that 
poet.  The  luxury  of  flowery  defcription  is  as  common  in  po- 
etry as  are  the  tales  of  love.  The  heroes  of  Ariofto  meet  beau- 
tiful women  in  the  palace  of  Alcina  : 

VOL.  II.  £  e  Before 
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Before  the  threfbold  waoton  damfeU  wait. 
Or  fport  between  the  pilUrs  of  the  gate : 
But  beaaty  more  had  biighten'd  in  their  hce 
Had  modefty  attemperM  every  grace ; 
In  vefhires  green  each  damicl  fwept  the  ground. 
Their  templei  fair  with  leafy  garlands  crown'd. 
Thefe,  with  a  courteous  welcome,  led  the  knighr 
To  this  fwcet  paradife  of  foh  delight .... 
EnanmurM  youths  and  tender  dainfels  feem 
To  chant  their  loves  bclide  a  put  ling  ftream. 
Some  by  a  branching  tree  or  mountain's  (hade 
In  rports  and  dances  prefs  the  downy  glade, 
While  one  difclofes  to  his  friend,  apart. 
The  iecret  tranfporcs  of  his  amorous  heart.        B.  VL 

But  thefe  defcriptions  alfo,  which  bring  the  heroes  of  knigfae 
errantry  into  the  way  of  beautiful  wantons,  are  as  common  in 
the  old  romances  as  the  ufe  of  the  alphabet ;  and  indeed  the 
greateft  part  of  thefe  lore  adventures  are  evidently  borrowed 
from  the  fable  of  Circe.  Aftolpho,  who  was  transformed  into 
a  myrtle  by  Alcina,  thus  informs  Rogero  % 

Her  former  lovers  (he  efteem'd  no  more. 
For  manly  lovers  flie  pofleisM  before  i 
I  was  her  joy 

Too  kte,  alas,  L  found  her  wavering  mind 
In  love  inconftant  as  the  changing  wind ! 
Scarce  had  I  held  two  months  the  falry*s  grace» 
When  a  new  youth  was  taken  to  ray  place  : 
Rejected  then  1  join'd  the  banifli'd  herd 
That  loft  her  love,  as  others  were  preferr*d . . . 
Some  here,  fome  there,  her  potent  charms  retain^ 
In  diverfe  forms  impriibn'd  to  remain ; 
In  beeches,  olives,  palms,  and  cedars  clos*d, 
Or  fuch  as  me  you  here  behold  exposed  ; 
In  founuins  fome,  and  fome  m  beafts  confined. 
As  fuits  the  wayward  fairy's  cruel  mmd.        Hoole,  Ar.  B.  VI. 

When 
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When  incidents,  character  and  conduct  confefs  the  refem- 
blance,  we  may  with  certainty  pronounce  from  whence  the  copy 
is  taken.  Where  only  a  fimilar  ftroke  of  paffion  or  defcription 
occurs,  it  belongs  alone  to  the  arrogance  of  dulnefs,  to  tell  us 
on  what  paflage  the  poet  had  his  eye.  Every  great  poet  has 
been  perfecuted  in  this  manner;  Milton  in  particular.  His 
commentators  have  not  left  him  a  Bower  of  his  own  giowth. 
Yet  like  the  creed  of  the  Athiefl,  their  fyftem  is  involved  in 
the  deepefl  abfurdity.  It  is  eafy  to  fuppofe,  tliat  men  of  poe- 
tical feelings,  in  defcribing  the  fame  thing,  fliould  give  us  the 
fame  pi^hire.  But  that  the  Paradife  Lofl,  which  forms  one 
animated  whole  of  the  noblefb  poetry,  is  a  mere  cento,  compiled 
£rom  innumerable  authors,  ancient  and  modern,  is  a  fuppofition 
which  gives  Milton  a  cafl  of  talents  infinitely  more  extraordi- 
nary and  inexplicable,  than  the  greatefl  poetical  genius.  When 
Cajj^  Pouffin  painted  clouds  and  trees  in  his  landfcapes,  he  did 
not  borrow  the  green  and  the  blue,  of  the  leaf  and  the  iky,  from 
Claude  Lorram.  Neither  did  Camoens,  when  he  painted  his 
ifland  of  Venus,  fpend  the  half  of  his  life  in  colleAing  his  co- 
lours firom  all  his  predecefTors,  who  had  defcribed  the  beauties 
of  the  vernal  year  or  the  flages  of  pafEon.  Camoens  knew  how 
others  had  painted  the  flowery  bowers  of  love ;  thefe  formed 
his  taile  and  corrected  his  judgment.  He  viewed  the  beauties 
of  nature  with  poetical  eyes,  firom  thence  he  drew  his  land- 
fcapes ;  he  had  felt  all  the  allurements  of  love,  and  from  thence 
he  defcribes  the  agitations  of  that  paflion. 

Nor  is  the  defcription  of  fairy  bowers  and  palaces,  though 
moft  favourite  topics,  peculiar  to  the  romances  of  chivalry.    The 

E  e  2  poetry 
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poetry  of  the  Orientals  alfo  abounds  with  thesiy  yet  with  fome 
charafteri^tical  diflerences.  JLike  the  conftitutioDS  aad  drds  of 
the  Afiadcsy  die  landfcapes  of  the  eaftem  mufe  are  warm  and 
feeble,  brilliant  and  flight,  and,  like  the  manners  of  the  peo- 
ple, wear  an  eternal  famenefs.  The  weftem  mufe,  on  the  con* 
trary,  is  nervous  as  her  heroes,  fomedmes  flowery  as  her  Ita^ 
lian  or  Englifli  fields,  fbmetimes  majeftically  great  as  her  Ru- 
nic forefts  of  oak  and  pine  ;  and  always  various  as  the  charac- 
ter of  her  inhabitants.  Yet  with  all  thefe  diftrences  of  fea- 
ture, feveral  Oriental  fi^ons  greatly  refemUe  the  ifland  of 
Circe  and  the  flowery  dominions  of  Alcina.  In  particular,  the 
adventures  of  prince  Jigibj  or  the  third  calander,  in  the  jfr». 
Inan  Tales  ^  a&rd  a  ftriking  likenefs  of  painting  and  cataftrophe* 

I£  Ariofto  however  feeem  to  refiunble  any  eaflem  fi^tioo^ 
the  ifland  of  Venus  in  Camoens  bears  a  more  flxiking  refem- 
blance  to  a  paflage  in  Chaucer.  The  following  beantiful  piece 
of  poetical  painting  occurs  in  the  afiembly  of  the  Fowles  t 

The  bildir  osik,  and  eke  the  hardie  aflie. 

The  pillir  ehne,  the  tofiir  unto  carain«, 

The  boxe  pipetre,  the  holme  to  whippis  lasflie. 

The  failing  firrc,  the  c/pres  deth  to  plaine, 

The  (hortir  ewe,  the  afpe  for  Oiaftis  piaine, 

The  olive  of  pece,  and  eke  the  dronkiu  vine^ 

The  vidor  palme,  the  laurir  to  divine. 

A  gardein  iawe  I  full  of  blofbmed  bowis, 

U])on  a  river,  in  a  grene  mede 

There  as  fwetenefs  evirmorc  inough  is, 

With  flouris  white,  and  blewe,  yclowe,  and  rede. 

And  coldc  and  clere  wellcftrcmis,  nothing  dcdc. 

That  fwommtn  full  of  fmale  fiihes  light, 

With  finnis  rede,  and  (calls  (ilver  bright. 

On 
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On  mrtrf  bough  the  birdis  herd  I  iyng 
With  voice  of  angeU,  in  their  harmonie 
That  bufied  'hem,  ther  birdis  forthe  to  bryng. 
And  little  pretie  conies  to  ther  plaie  gan  hie  ; 
And  furthir  all  about  I  gan  efpie 
The  dredftil  roe,  the  buck,  the  l;iart  and  hind, 
Squirils,  and  beHtk  Cttal  of  gentle  kind. 

Of  inftrumentes  of  ftringis,  in  accorde 

Herd  I  fo  plaie  a  rayifhyng  fw^eetnefle, 

That  God,  that  makir  is  of  all  the  lorde, 

Ne  herd  neyir  a  better,  as  I  geflc. 

There  with  a  winde,  unneth  it  might  be  leflc, 

Made  in  the  Icvis  grene  a  noiiJ?  foft  ^ 

Accordant  to  the  foulis  fong  on  loft. 

f  he  aire  of  the  place  io  attempre  was. 

That  ner  was  there  grevaunce  of  hot  ne  cold-^ 

Under  a  tre  befide  a  well  I  ieye 
Cupid  our  lorde  his  arrowes  forge  and  file. 
And  at  his  fete  his  bowe  all  rcdie  laye, 
'  And  well  his  doughtir  temprid  all  the  while 
The  heddis  in  the  well,  and  with  her  wile 
She  couchid  'hem  aftir  as  thei  ihould  ferve, 
Some  for  to  flea,  and  fomc  to  wound  and  carve. 

And  upon  pillirs  grete  of  jafpir  long 
I  faw  a  temple  of  brafle  ifoundid  ftrong. 

And  about  the' temple  dauncid  alwaie 

Women  inow,  of  which  fome  there  y  were 

Faire  <rf  'hefelf,  and  fome  of  'hem  were  gaie, 

fn  kirtils  all  deihevelcd  went  thei  there, 

That  was  ther  office  er  from  yere  to  yerc,  ' 

And  OB  the  temple  fawe  I  white  and  faire 

Of  dovis  fittyng  many  a  thonfand  paire. 

Hci«  wt  have  Cupid  forging  his  arrows,  the  woodland,  the 
ftreaffl9,  the  mufic  rf  inftruments  and  birds,  the  frolics  of  deer 

and 
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and  other  animals  ;  and  women  inow.  In  a  word>  the  ifland 
of  Venus  is  here  fketched  out,  yet  Chaucer  was  never  trajaf" 
lated  into  Latin  or  any  language  of  the  continent,  -nor  did 
Camoens  underfland  a  line  of  Englifli.  The  fubjcft  was  com- 
mon, and  the  iame  poetical  feelings  in  Chaucer  and  Camoens, 
pointed  out  to  each  what  were  the  beauties  of  landfaq>es  and 
of  bowers  devoted  to  pleafure. 

Yet,  though  the  iidtion  of  bowers,  of  iflands,  and  palaces, 
was  no  noveity  in  poetry,  much  however  remains  to  be  attri- 
buted to  the  poetical  powers  and  invention  of  Camoens.  The 
ifland  of  Venus  conuins,  of  all  others,  by  much  the  completcft 
gradation,  and  fuUeft  affemblage  of  that  fpecies  of  luxuriant 
painting.  Nothing  in  the  older  writers  is  equal  to  it  in  fiilnefs« 
Nor  can  the  ifland  of  Armida  in  TafTo  be  compared  to  it,  in 
poetical  embroidery  or  paffionate  expreffion  ;  though  Taflb  as  un- 
doubtedly built  upon  the  model  of  Camoens^  as  Spenfer  appro- 
priated the  imagery  of  TafTo,  when  he  defcribed  the  bower  of 
Acrada,  part  of  which  he  has  literally  tranilated  from  the  Ita- 
lian poet.  The  beautiful  fidions  of  Armida  and  Acrafia  how- 
ever are  much  too  long  to  be  here  inferted,  and  they  arc  well 
known  to  every  reader  of  tafte. 

But  the  chief  praife  of  our  poet  is  yet  unmentioned.  The 
introduction  of  fo  beautiful  a  fidbion,  as  an  efTential  part  of  the 
conduft  and  machinery  of  an  epic  poem,  does  the  greateft  ho- 
nour to  the  invention  of  Camoens.  The  machinery  of  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  poem  not  only  acquires  dignity,  but  is  com- 
pleted by  it.  And  the  conduct  of  Homer  and  Vii^I,  has  in 
this  not  only  received  a  fine  imitation,  but  a  ipafterly  contraft. 

In 
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In  the  fineft  allegory  the  heroes  of  the  Lufiad  receive  their 
reward^  and  by  means  of  this  allegory  our  poet  gives  a  noble 
imitation  of  the  noblefl  part  of  the  ^neid.  In  the  tenth  Lu- 
fiad, Gama  and  his  heroes  hear  the  nymphs  in  the  divine  pa- 
lace of  Thetis  fmg  the  triumphs  of  their  countrymen  in  the 
c»nqueft  of  India :  after  this  the  goddefs  gives  Gama  a  view 
of  the  Eaftern  world,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  the 
fiutheft  iHands  of  Japan.  She  poetically  defcribes  every  region 
and  the  principal  iflands,  and  concludes,  all  theje  are  given  to 
the  weftem  nvorld  by  you.  It  is  impofEble  any  poem  can  be 
fummed  up  with  greater  fublimity.  The  fall  of  Troy  is  no- 
thing to  this.  Nor  is  this  all :  the  prophecy  of  Anchifes, 
which  forms  the  moft  maHerly  fidioii,  fineil  comj>liment,  and 
ultimate  purpofe  of  the  ^neid,  is  not  only  nobly  imitated ; 
but  the  condud  of  Homer,  in  concluding  the  Iliad,  as  already 
oblenred,  is  paralleled,  without  one  circumftance  being  borrowed. 
Poetical  conduA  cannot  pofRbly  bear  a  ftronger  refemblance, 
than  the  reward  of  the  heroes  of  the  Lufiad,  the  prophetic 
long,  and  the  vifion  (hewn  to  Gama,  bear  to  the  games  at  the 
funeral  of  Patroclus  and  the  redemption  of  the  body  of  Hec- 
tor, confidered  as  the  completion  of  the  anger  of  Achilles,  the 
fubjed  of  the  Iliad.  Nor  is  it  a  greater  honour  to  refemble  a 
Homer  and  a  Virgil,  than  it  is  to  be  refembled  by  a  Milton. 
Though  Milton  perhaps  never  faw  the  Lu(iad  in  the  original 
tongue,  he  ceruinly  beard  of  Fanfhaw's  tranflation,  which  was 
puUiihed  fourteen  years  before  he  gave  his  Paradifc  Loft,  to 
the  world.  But  whatever  he  knew  of  it,  had  the  laft  book  of 
the  Lufiad  been  two  thoufand  years  known  to  the  learned, 
^eiy  one  would   have  owned  that  the  two  laft   books  of  the 

Paradife 
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Pknulile  Loft  were  evidently  formed  upon  it.  But  whether 
Milton  borrowed  any  hint  from  Camoens,  is  of  little  con- 
fequence.  That  the  genius  of  the  great  Milton  fuggefted  the 
conclufion  of  his  immortal  poem  in  the  manner  and  machinery 
of  the  Ludady  is  enough.  It  is  enough  that  the  part  of  Mi- 
chael and  Adam  in  the  two  laft  books  of  the  Paradife  LofE^ 
are  in  point  of  conduct  exa6lly  the  fame  with  the,  part  of  The- 
tis and  Gama  in  the  conclufion  of  the  Lufiad.  Yet  this  differ- 
ence moift  be  obferved ;  in  the  narrative  of  his  laft  book,  Milton 
ha^Jlagged^  as  Addifon  csjls  it,  and  faDen  infinitely  fhort  of  the 
untired  fpirit  of  the  Portuguefe  poet. 


EKD  OF  THE  NINTH  BOOK, 


THE 


L     U     S     I    A    D. 
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R 


A  R  o'er  the  wcftcrn  ocean's  dlftant  bed 
Apollo  now  his  fiery  courfers  fped. 
Far  o'er  the  filver  lake  of  Mexic  «  roll'd 
His  rapid  chariot  wheek  of  burning  gold : 

The 


*  Far  o*er  the  Jilver  lake  of  Mexico  The  city  of  Mexico  is  environed 
with  an  ext^nfive  lake ;  or,  according  to  Cortez,  in  his  fecond  narration 
to  Charles  V.  with  two  lakes,  one  of  frefli,  the  other  of  fait  water,  in 
drcuit  about  fifty  leagues.  This  fituation,  (aid  the  Mexicans,  was  ap* 
pointed  by  their  God  FitzUiputzli,  who,  accordmg  to  the  explanatfon  of 
their  pi^re-hiflories,  led  their  fore-fathers  a  journey  of  fourfcore  years, 
in  fearch  of  the  promifed  land ;  the  apifli  devil,  fay  fome  Spanifli  writers,  in 
this  imitating  the  joumies  of  the  Ifraelites.  Four  of  the  principal  priefts 
canied  the  idol  in  a  coffer  of  reeds.  Whenever  they  halted  they  built  a 
tabernacle  for  their  god  in  the  midft  of  their  camp,  where  they  placed  the 

coffer 
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The  eaftem  (ky  was  left  to  duiky  grey^ 
And  o'er  the  laft  hot  breath  of  parting  day. 
Cool  o'er  the  fultry  noon's  remaining  flame^ 
.  On  gentle  gales  the  grateful  twilight  came. 
Dimpling  the  lucid  pools  the  fragrant  breeze 
Sighs  o'er  the  lawns  and  whifpers  through  the  trees  ^ 
Refreih'd  the  lily  rears  the  filver  head. 
And  opening  jafmines  o'er  the  arbours  fpread. 
Fair  o'er  the  wave  that  gleam'd  like  diftant  fnow, 
Graceful  arofe  the  moon,  ferenely  flow ; 
Not  yet  full  orb'd,   in  clouded  fplendor  dreft. 
Her  married  arms  embrace  her  pregnant  bread. 
Sweet  to  his  mate,  recumbent  o'er  his  young. 
The  nightingale  his  fpoufal  anthem  fung ; 
From  every  bower  the  holy  chorus  rofe. 
From  every  bpwcr  the  rivjal  anthem  flows* 
Tranflucent  twinkling  through  the  uplaod  grove 
In  all  her  luftre  fliines  the  ftar  of  love ; 
Led  by  the  facred  ray  from  every  bower, 
A  joyful  train,  the  wedded  lovers  pour : 

Each 


coiTer  and  the  altar.  Tbey  then  fowed  the  land,  and  their  (lay  or  depar- 
ture, without  regard  to  the  hanrefl,  was  dircAed  by  the  orders  received 
from  their  idol,  till  at  laft  by  his  command  they  fixed  their  abode  on  the 
fite  of  Mexico.  The  oiigin  of  the  Mexicans  is  reprcfented  by  men  com- 
ing out  of  caves,  and  their  different  journies  and  encampment  are  pour- 
trayed  in  their  pi^hire-hiflories ;  one  of  which  was  Tent  to  Charles  V.  and 
IS  faid  to  be  ftili  extant  in  the  Efcurial.  According  to  the  reigns  of  their 
kings,  their  firft  emigration  was  about  A.  D.  730.  Vide  Boterus,  Gomaniy 
A€o(ta,  and  other  Spaniib  writers. 
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Each  with  the  youth  above  the  reft  approved. 

Each  with  the  nymph  above  the  reft  beloved. 

They  feek  the  palace  of  the  fovereign  dame  ; 

High  on  a  mountain  glow'd  the  wondrous  firame : 

Of  gold  the  towers,  of  gold  the  pillars  (hone. 

The  walls  were  cryftal  ftarr'd  with  precious  fton& 

Amid  the  hall  arofe  the  feftive  board 

With  nature's  choiceft  gifts  promifcuous  ftor'd : 

So  will'd  the  goddefs  to  renew  the  fmile 

Of  vital  ftrength,  long  worn  by  days  of  toil. 

On  cryftal  chairs,  that  ihined  as  lambent  flame. 

Each  gallant  youth  attends  his  lovely  dame  i 

Beneath  a  purple  canopy  of  ftate 

The  beauteous  goddefs  and  the  leader  fate  ^ 

The  banquet  glows — Not  fuch  the  feaft,  when  all 

The  pride  of  luxury  in  Egypt^s  hall 

Before  the  love-ftck  f>  Roman  fpread  the  boaft 

Of  every  teeming  fea  and  fertile  coaft. 

Sacred  to  nobleft  worth  and  virtue's  ear, 

Dfvine  as  genial  was  the  banquet  here ; 

The  wine,  the  fong,  by  fweet  returns  infpire. 

Now  wake  the  lover's,  now  the  hero's  fire. 

On  gold  and  filver  from  th'  Atlantic  main. 

The  fumptuous  tribute  of  the  fea's  wide  reign. 

Of  various  favour  was  the  banquet  piled } 

Amid  the  fruitage  mingling  rofes  fmiled. 


In 


k  Before  the  lovf-ftet  ^^wiji.— -Mark  Anthony. 
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In  cups  of  gold  that  flied  a  yellow  light| 
In  filver  ihiiiing  as  the  moon  of  nighty 
Amid  the  banquet  flow'd  the  fpsffkling  wme> 
Nor  gave  Falernia's  fields  the  parent  vmc : 
Falemia's  vintage  nor  the  fabled  power 
Of  Jove*s  ambrofia  in  th'  Olympian  bower 
To  this  compare  not ;  wild  not  frantic  fires^ 
Divineft  tranfport  this  alone  infpires. 
The  beverage  foaming  o'er  the  goblet's  breaft 
The  cryftal  fotmtain's  cooling  sdd  c  confeft  ; 
The  while,  as  circling  flowed  the  cheerful  bowl. 
Sapient  difcourfe,  the  banquet  of  the  foul. 
Of  richeft  argument  and  brightefl  glow, 
Arrzfd  in  dimpling  fmiles,  in  eafieft  flow 
PourM  all  its  graces :  nor  in  filence  ftood 
The  powers  of  mufic,  fuch  as  erft  fubdued 
The  horrid  frown  of  hell's  profound  ^  domains. 
And  footh'd  the  tortur'd  ghofis  to  flumber  on  their  chains. 

To 


*  The  beveragB  ibtfomOaiiCs  ciXimg  aUtconfefij"^'^  WU  a  CIlAon  of  the 
andents  in  warm  climates  to  mix  the  coldeft  fpring  water  with  their  wine, 
immediately  before  drinking ;  not,  we  may  fbppofe,  to  render  it  ieis  in- 
toxicating, but  on  account  of  the  heightened  flaroor  k  thereby  recelvecl. 
Homer  tells  us,  that  the  wine  whidi  Ulyfles  ^e  to  Polypheme  would 
bear  twenty  meafures  of  water.  Modern  luxury,  by  placing  the  bottle  in 
preferred  ice,  has  found  a  method  to  give  the  wkte  the  noft  agreeable  coo>- 
neis,  without  reducing  its  quality. 

'  Mufie^fueb  as  trf  fubdued  the  horrid  fro^vn  ofbettf  ftc.«—  Alluding  to  the 
fible  of  Orpheus.  Fan  (haw's  tranflation,  as  already  obferved,  was  pub* 
liihed  fourteen  years  before  the  Paradife  Loft.    Thefe  lines  of  Milton, 

What 
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To  mufic's  fweeteft  chords  in  loftieft  vein^ 

An  angel  firen  joins  the  vocal  ftrain ; 

The  filver  roo6  refound  the  living  fong^ 

The  harp  and  organ's  lofty  mood  prolong 

The  hallowed  warblings;  liftening  filence  rides 

The  iky,  and  o'er  the  iNridled  winds  prefides ; 

In  fofteft  murmurs  flows  the  glafly  deep. 

And  each,  luU'd  in  his  ihade,  the  beftials  fleep. 

The  lofty  ibng  afcends  the  thrilling  ikies. 

The  fong  of  godlike  heroes  yet  to  rife ; 

Jove  gave  the  dream,  whoie  glow  the  firen  fired, 

And  prefent  Jove  the  prophecy  infpired. 

Not  he,  the  bard  of  love-fick  Dido's  board. 

Nor  he  the  minifael  of  Phaeacia's  lord. 

Though  fam'd  in  ibng,  could  touch  the  warbling  ifaing. 

Or  with  a  voice  fo  fweet,  melodious  iing. 

And  thou,  my  mufe,  O  faireft  of  the  train. 

Calliope,  infpire  my  clofing  ibrain. 

No 


What  could  it  \e&  when  fpiiits  immortal  fung  f 
Their  fong  was  partial,  but  the  harmony 
Sufpended  hell,  and  took  with  raviilunent 
The  thronging  audience 

bear  a  refemblance  to  thefe  of  Fanfliaw, 

Mufical  inftruments  not  wanting,  iuch 
As  to  the  damned  fpirits  once  gave  ea£e 
In  the  dark  vaults  of  the  infernal  hall— 

To  Jumper  amid  then-  punifliment,  though  omitted  by  Fanfhaw,  is  literal, 

^erao  defcan^ar  da  eterna  ] 


430  THE    L  US  IAD.  book  x. 

No  more  the  fummer  of  my  life  c  remains^ 

My  autumn's  lengthening  evenings  chill  my  veins  ^ 

Down  the  bleak  ftream  of  years  by  woes  on  woes 

Wing'd  on^  I  haften  to  the  tomb's  repofej 

The  port  whofe  deep  dark  bottom  fhall  detain 

My  anchor  never  to  be  weigh'd  again, 

Never  on  other  fea  of  life  to  fteer 

The  human  courfe ^Yet  thou,  O  goddefi,  hear. 

Yet  let  me  live,  though  round  my  iilver^d  head 
Misfortune's  bittereft  rage  unpitying  (hed 
Her  coldeft  ftorms ;  yet  let  me  live  to  crown 
The  fong  that  boafts  my  nation's  proud  renown. 

Of  godlike  heroes  (img  the  nymph  divine. 

Heroes  whofe  deeds  on  Gama's  creft  ihall  fliine; 

Who  through  the  feas  by  Gama  firft  explored 

Shall  bear  the  Lufian  ftandard  and  the  fword. 

Till  every  coaft  where  roars  the  orient  main, 

Bleft  in  its  fway  (hall  own  the  Luiian  reign ; 

Till  every  Pagan  king  his  neck  fhall  yield. 

Or  vanquifh'd  gnaw  the  duft  on  battle  field. 

High 

*  No  mere  the  fummer  of  my  life  remains .  >  It  is  not  certain  when  Cam5- 
cns  wrote  this.  It  icems  however  not  long  to  precede  the  publication  of 
his  poem,  at  which  time  he  was  in  his  fifty-fifth  year.  This  apofirophe 
to  his  mufc  may  perhaps  by  (bme  be  blamed  as  another  digreffion ;  but  fb 
little  does  it  require  defence,  that  one  need  not  hefitate  to  affirm,  that  had 
Homer,  who  often  talks  to  his  mufe,  introduced,  on  thtCc  fafourabie  op- 
portunities, any  little  pi^re  or  hidory  of  himfclf,  thefe  digreflions  would 
have  been  the  mod  intercding  parts  of  his  works.  Had  any  fuch  little 
hiftory  of  Homer  complained  like  this  of  CamocnSy  it  would  have  been 
bedewed  with  the  tears  of  ag^s. 
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High  prieft  of  Malabar,  the  goddefs  fang, 
Thy  faith  repent  not,  nor  lament  thy  ^  wrong ; 
Thaa^  for  thy  faith  to  Lufus*  generous  race 
The  raging  Zamoreem  thy  fields  deface : 
From  Tagus,  lo^  the  great  Pacheco  fails. 
To  India  wafted  on  aafpicious  gales. 
Soon  as  his  crooked  prow  the  tide  ihall  preis, 
A  new  Achilles  fhall  the  tide  confefs  j 
His  (hip^s  ffarong  fides  fhall  groan  beneath  his  S  wdght. 
And  deeper  waves  receive  the  facred  freight. 

Soon 


^*Tbyfcutb  npetd  nai^  mr  lamttd  tby  wrmg.  P.  Alvarez  Cabral,  the  ft- 
cond  Portuguefe  commander  who  failed  to  India,  entered  into  a  treaty  of 
alliance  with  Trimnmpara  king  of  Cochin  and  hi^  prieft  of  Malabar. 
The  21amorim  nifed  powerful  armies  to  dethrone  him,  bat  his  fidelity  to 
the  PortugneTe  was  unalterable,  though  his  aiiairs  were  brought  to  the 
loweft  ebb.  For  an  account  of  this  war,  and  the  almoft  incredible  atchier- 
ments  of  Pacheco,  iee  the  hiftory  in  the  preface. 

c  H'ufiip**frwgfiksfiatt  groan  betuatb  tu  ^ntigbt^  and  deeptr  ^avet  rt- 
€ehf€  tbe  fatrcd/reigbt.'--Thm  Virgil ; 

fimul  acdpit  alveo 
Ingentem  ^neam.    Gem  ait  Tub  pondere  cymba 
Sutilis,  &  multam  accepit  rimofa  paludcm. 

That  the  Tifionary  boat  of  Charon  groaned  under  the  weight  of  ^neas  is 
a  fiae  poetical  ftroke ;  but  that  the  crazy  rents  let  in  the  water  is  certainly 
lowering  the  image.  The  thought  however,  as  managed  in  Camdens,  is 
much  grander  than  in  Virgil,  and  affords  a  happy  inftance,  where  the  hy- 
perbole is  truly  poetical. 

Poetical  allufions  to,  or  abridgments  of  hiftorical  events,  are  either 
extremely  iniipid  and  obicure,  or  particularly  plealing  to  the  reader.  To 
be  pleafitog,  a  previous  acquaintance  with  the  hiftory  is  neceflary,  and  for 
this  reafon  the  poems  of  Homer  and  Virgil  were  peculiarly  reliftied  by  their 
countrymen.  When  a  known  circumftance  is  placed  in  an  animated  poeti- 
cal view,  and  doathed  with  the  graces  of  poetical  language,  a  ieniible 
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Soon  as  on  India's  ftrand  he  fhakes  his  ipevi 

The  burning  Eaft  (hall  tremble,  chill'd  with  fear ; 

Reeking  with  noble  blood  Cambalao's  ftream 

Shall  blaze  impurpled  to  the  evening  beam. 

Urged  on  by  raging  fbame  the  monarch  brings^ 

Banded  with  all  their  powers,  his  vaflal  king$ : 

Narfinga's  rocks  their  cruel  thoufands  pour, 

Bipur^s  ftem  king  attends,  and  thine,  Tanore : 

To  guard  proud  Calicut's  imperial  pride 

All  the  wide  N(H*th  fweeps  down  its  peopled  tide : 

Join'd  are  the  fefts  that  never  *»  touch'd  before. 

By  land  the  Pagan,  and  by  fea  the  Moor. 

O'er 


mind  muft  feel  the  cfie£l.  But  when  the  dreuinftaiice  is  unknowii,  no- 
thing but  the  mod  livdy  imagery  and  fineft  colouring  can  prevent  it  from 
being  tireibme.  The  Lufiad  affords  many  mftances  which  muft  be  highly 
pleafmg  to  the  Portnguefe,  but  dry  to  thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with 
their  hiftory.  Nor  need  one  hefitate  to  aflert,  that  were  we  not  acquainted 
with  the  Roman  hiftory  from  our  childhood,  a  great  part  of  the  .^Eneid 
would  appear  to  us  intolerably  uninterefting.  Senfible  of  this  difadvantage 
which  every  verfion  of  hiftorical  poetry  muft  fufTer,  the  tianflator  has  not 
only  in  the  notes  added  every  incident  which  might  elucidate  the  iubjedt, 
but  has  alfo,  all  along,  in  the  epifode  in  the  third  and  fourth  books,  in 
the  deicription  of  the  painted  enflgns  in  the  eighth,  and  in  the  allufions  hi 
the  prefent  book,  endeavoured  to  throw  every  hiftorical  incideht  into  that 
nniverfal  language,  the  pi^turefqne  of  poetr^'.  The  dicnmftances  impro- 
per for  imagery  are  haftened  over,  and  thofe  which  can  beft  receive 
it,  prefentcd  to  the  view.  When  Heftor  ftorms  the  Grecian  camp,  when 
Achilles  marches  to  battle,  every  reader  underftands  and  is  affcaed  with  the 
bold  painting.  But  when  Neftor  talks  of  his  exploits  at  the  funereal  games 
of  Amarytues^  (Iliad,  xxiii.)  the  critics  thcmfelves  cannot  comprehend 
him,  and  have  vied  with  each  other  in  inventing  explanations. 

*•  thai  never  Uud>*d  before.'-— ^To  touch,  or  be  touched  by,  one  of 

an  inferior  cafl^  Is  efteemed  among  the  Gcntoos  as  the  giateft  pollution. 
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O'er  land^  o*cr  fea  the  great  Pacheco  ftrews 

The  proftratc  fpearmen,  and  the  f ounder'd  ^  proas. 

Submifs  and  iilent,  palfied  with  amaze 

Proud  Malabar  th'  unnumbered  flain  furveys : 

Yet  burns  the  monarch ;  to  his  fhrine  he  fpeeds ; 

Dire  howl  the  priefts,  the  groaning  vi£Um  bleeds ; 

The  ground  they  ftamp,  and  from  the  dark  abodes 

With  tears  and  vows  they  call  th'  infernal  gods. 

Enraged  with  dog-like  madnefs  to  behold 

His  temples  and  his  towns  in  flames  enroll'd. 

Secure  of  promifed  viAory»   again 

He  fires  the  war^  the  lawns  are  heapt  with  flain. 

With  ftern  reproach  he  brands  his  routed  Nayres^ 

And  for  the  dreadful  field  himfelf  prepares; 

His  harnefs'd  thoufands  to  the  fight  he  leads, 

And  rides  exulting  where  the  combat  bleeds  : 

Amid  his  pomp  his  robes  ai;e  fprinkled  o'er. 

And  his  proud  face  dafli'd  with  his  ^  menials  gore : 

From  his  high  couch  he  leaps,  and  fpeeds  to  flight 

On  foot  inglorious,  in  his  army's  fight. 

Hell  then  he  calls,  and  all  the  powers  of  hell. 

The  fecret  poifon,  and  the  chanted  fpcU ; 

Vain  as  the  fpell  the  poifon'd  rage  is  flied. 

For  heaven  defends  the  hero's  facred  head. 

VOL.  II.  F  f  Still 

^  Pr»«i— or  paraoi^  Indian  veflcls  which  lie  low  on  the  water,  arc  work- 
ed with  oars,  and  carry  loo  men  and  upwards  a-piece. 
*  I  ins  robes  areJprtnUcd  oer^ 

And  hii  proud  face  dajb*d  xvitL  tit  mtmalt  gore. 
•«-*See  the  bidory  in  the  preface. 
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Still  fiercer  from  each  wound  the  tyrant  burns, 
Still  to  the  field  with  heavier  force  returns. 
The  feventh  dread  war  he  kindles ;   high  in  air 
The  hills  difhonour'd  lift  their  ihoulders  bare ; 
Their  woods  roU'd  down  now  ftrew  the  river's  fide. 
Now  rife  in  mountain  turrets  o'er  the  tide  ; 
Mountains  of  fire  and  fpires  of  bickering  flame. 
While  either  bank  refounds  the  proud  acclaim. 
Come  floating  down,  round  Lufiis'  fleet  to  pour 
Their  fulph'rous  entrails  in  a  burning  fhower. 

Oh,  vain  the  hope ^Let  Rome  her  boaft  refign  5 

Her  palms,  Pacheco,   never  bloom'd  like  thine ; 
Nor  Tyber's  bridge,  nor  Marathon's  ^  red  field. 
Nor  thine,   Thermopylae,  fuch  deeds  beheld  j 
Nor  Fabius'  arts  fuch  rufliing  ftorms  repell'd. 
Swift  as  repulfed  the  famifhed  wolf  returns 
Fierce  to  the  fold,   and,    wounded,  fiercer  bums ; 
So  fwift,  fo  fierce,  feven  times  all  India's  might 
Returns  unnumber'd  to  the  dreadful  fight ; 
One  hundred  fpears,   feven  times  in  dreadful  fhower. 
Strews  in  the  duft  all  India's  raging  power. 

The 


*  Ner  Tybers  ^ri<^.— Wlien  Porfenna  beficged  Rome,  Horatius  Co- 
des defended  the  pafs  of  a  bridge  till  the  Romans  dcftroyed  it  behind  him. 
Having  thus  faved  the  pafs,  heavy  armed  as  he  was,  he  fwimmed  acrois 
the  river  to  his  companions.  The  Roman  hidory,  however,  at  this  pe- 
riod, is  often  mixt  with  fable.  Miltiades  obtained  a  great  victory  ovei  Da- 
rius at  Marathon.  The  flatid  of  Leonidas  is  well  known.  The  battles  of 
Pacheco  were  in  defence  of  the  fords  by  which  the  city  of  Cochin  could 
only  be  entered.  The  numbers  he  withflood  by  land  and  Tea,  and  the  vic^ 
tot  les  he  obtained,  are  indeed  higJUy  aflonilbing.    See  the  preface. 


} 
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The  lofty  fong,  for  palcncfs  o'er  her  fpread. 
The  nymph  fufpends^  and  bows  the  languid  head ; 
Her  faultering  words  are  breath'd  on  plaintive  fighs> 
Ah,  Belifarius,  injured  chief,  fhe  cries, 
Ah,  wipe  thy  tears ;  in  war  thy  rival  fee. 
Injured  Pacheco  falls  defpoil'd  like  thee  ; 
In  him,  in  thee  difhonour'd  virtue  bleeds. 
And  valour  weeps  to  view  her  faireft  deeds. 
Weeps  o'er  Pacheco,  where,  forlorn  he  lies 
Low  on  an  alms^houfe  ^  bed,  and  friendlefs  dies. 
Tet  fhall  the  mufes  plume  his  humble  bier. 
And  ever  o'er  him  pour  th'  immortal  tear ; 
Though  by  the  king,   alone  to  thee  unjuft. 
Thy  head,  great  chief,  was  humbled  in  the  duft, 
Loud  fhall  the  mufe  indignant  found  thy  praife, 
**  Thou  gaveft  thy  monarches  throne  its  proudeft  blaze." 
While  round  the  world  the  fun's  bright  car  ihall  ride> 
So  bright  ihall  ihine  thy  name's  illuftrious  pride ; 
Thy  monarch's  glory,  as  the  moon's  pale  beam, 
Eclipfed  by  thine,  ihall  ihed  a  iickly  gleam. 
Such  meed  attends  when  foothing  flattery  fways, 
And  blinded  ilate  its  facred  trufl  betravs  ! 

Again  the  nymph  exalts  her  brow,  again 
Her  fwelling  yoice  refounds  the  lofty  ilrain  : 
Almeyda  comes,  the  kingly  name  he  bears. 
Deputed  royalty  his  ftandard  rears  : 

F  f  2  In 

1  Laiv  m  the  almt-boxife  b^d.         See  the  hiftory  in  the  preface. 
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In  all  the  generous  rage  of  youthful  fire 

The  warlike  fon  attends  the  warlike  fire.^ 

Quiloa's  bloocL-ftain'd  tyrant  now  ihall  feel 

The  righteous  vengeance  of  the  Lufian  fted. 

Another  prince,  by  Lilboa's  throne  beloved. 

Shall  blefs  the  land^  for  ^ithfiil  deeds  approved* 

Mombaze  (hall  now  her  treafon's  meed  behold, 

Wlien  curling  flames  her  proudeft  domes  enfold :. 

Involved  in  fmoak,   loud  crafhin^,  low  ihall  fall 

The  mounded  temple  and  the  caftled  walK 

O'er  India's  feas  the  young  Almeyda  pours^  • 

Scorching  the  withered  air,  his  iron  (howers  j 

Torn  mails  and  rudders,  hulks  and  canvais  riven, 

Month  after  month  before  his  prows  are  driven. 

But  heaven's  dread  will,  where  clouds  of  darknefs  reft, 

^rjiat<i^pv§jl  5^11,  which  knows  alone  the  beit, 

JWow  blunts  his'fp«fr:  Cambaya's  fquadrons  joined 

With  Egypt's  ileetsj  in.^agan  rage  combined, 

Engrafp  him  round ;  red  hoijs  the  ilaggering  flood. 

Purpled  with  volleying  flamts^and  hot  with  blood : 

Whirl'd  by, the  cannon^s  ragcj  Jn  ihivers  torn    . 

His* thigh,  far, fcatter'd  o'er  the  wave,  is  borne. 

■   •   ■  ■  •    < 

Bound  to  the  mift  thg  godlike  hero  "» ftands. 

Waves  his  proud  fword  and  cheers  his  woeful  bands. 

'     '•  Though 

m  Bound  to  the  majl  the  goJlih  i/w/^nA.— The   Englifh  hiftory  affords  an 

inftance  of  fimilar  rcfolution  in  i^miral  Bembo,  who  was  fupported  in  » 

wooden  frame,  and  continued  the  cTSgagemtsnt. after  his  legs  and  thighs 

'    were  fhivered  in  fplintcrs.     Contrary  to  the  advice  of  his  officers  the 

yOUO{ 
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Though  winds  and  feas  their  wonted  aid  deny, 
To  yield  he  knows  not,  but  he  knows  to  die : 
Another  thunder  tears  his  manly  breaft  : 

Oh  fly,  bleft  (pirit,  to  thy  heavenly  reft 

Hark,  roUing  on  the  groaning  ftorm  I  hear, 

Reiiftlefs  vengeance  thundering  on  the  rear  ! 

I  fee  the  traniports  of  the  furious  fire. 

As  o'er  the  mangled  corfe  his  eyes  flafh  fire. 

Swift  to  the  fight,  with  ftern  though  weeping  eyes, 

Fixt  rage  fierce  burning  in  his  breaft,  he  flies  ^ 

Fierce  as  the  bull  that  fees  his  rival  rove 

Free  with  the  heifers  through  the  mounded  grove. 

On  oak  or  beech  his  madning  fury  pours ; 

So  pours  Almeyda's  rage  on  Dabul's  towers. 

His  vanes  wide  waving  o'er  the  Indian  flcy. 

Before  his  prows  the  fleets  of  India  »  fly; 

On 


young  Almeyda  refufed  to  bear  off,  though  almod  certain  to  be  overpow- 
ered, and  though  both  wind  and  tide  were  certainly  again  (I  him.  His  fa- 
ther had  (barply  upbraided  him  for  a  former  retreat,  where  vi^ory  was 
thought  impoflible.  He  now  fell  the  vidim  of  his  father's  ideas  of  milita- 
ry glory.     See  the  preface. 

»  ..i.._.»  the  pits  of  India  Jly, — After  having  cleared  the  Indian  feas, 
the  viceroy  Almeyda  attacked  the  combined  fleets  of  Egypt,  Cambaya, 
and  the  Zamorim,  in  the  entrance  and  harbour  of  Diu,  or  Dio.  The  fleet 
of  the  Zamorim  almoft  immediately  fled.  That  of  Melique  Yaz,  lord  of 
Diu,  fuffered  much ;  but  the  greatcft  flaughtcr  fell  upon  the  Egyptians  and 
Turks,  commanded  by  Mir-Hocem,  who  had  defeated  and  killed  the 
young  Almeyda.  Of  8oo  Mamulucks  or  Turks,  who  fought  under  Mir- 
Hocem,  only  az,  fays  0/oriuj,  furvivcd  this  engagement.  Melique  Yaz, 
fays  Faria  y  Soufi,  was  born  in  flavery,  and  dcfcended  of  the  chriflians  of 
Ro3ua.    The  road  to  prefermcut  is  often  a  dirty  one;  but  Mclique's  was 

much 
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On  Egypt's  chief  his  mortars  dreadiiil  tire 

Shall  vomit  all  the  rage  of  prifon*d  fire : 

Heads,  limbs  and  trunks  fhall  choak  the  ftruggling  tide^ 

Till  every  furge  with  reeking  crimfon  dyed. 

Around  the  young  Almeyda's  haplefs  urn 

His  conquerors  naked  ghofts  {hall  howl  and  mourn. 

As  meteors  flafhing  through  the  darkened  air 

I  fee  the  victors  whirling  faulchions  glare  ; 

Dark  rolls  the  fulphVous  fmoke  o*er  Dio's  ikies. 

And  fhrieks  of  death  and  ihouts  of  conqueft  rife. 

In  one  wide  tumult  blended  :  The  rough  roar 

Shakes  the  brown  tents  on  Ganges  trembling  fhore  ; 

The  waves  of  Indus  from  the  banks  recoil ; 

And  matrons  howling  on  the  ftrand  of  Nile, 

By  the  pale  moon  their  abfent  fons  deplore 

Long  fliall  they  wail ;  their  fons  return  no  more. 

Ah,  ftrikc  the  notes  of  woe,  the  firen  cries, 
A  dreary  vifion  fwims  before  my  eyes. 
To  Tago's  fhore  triumphant  as  he  bends. 
Low  in  the  duft  the  hero's  glory  ends : 

Though 


much  Icfs  fo  than  that  of  many  other  favourites  of  fortune.  As  the  king  of 
Cambaya  was  one  day  riding  in  ftate,  an  unlucky  kite  dunged  upon  his 
royal  head.  His  majefly  in  great  wrath  fwore  he  would  give  all  he  was 
worth  to  have  the  offender  killed.  Mclique,  who  was  an  experienced 
archer,  inime<Ii.itely  difpatched  an  arrow,  which  brought  the  audacious 
hawk  to  the  ground.  For  the  merit  of  this  eminent  fcrvicc  he  was  made 
lord  of  Diu,  or  Dio,  a  confiderablc  city,  the  ftrongeft  and  mod  import- 
ant fortrefs  at  that  time  in  all  India.     Sec  Farla^  L.  a.  c.  2. 
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Though  bended  bow,  nor  thundering  engine's  hail, 

Nor  Egypt's  fword,  nor  India's  fpcar  prevail. 

Fall  fhall  the  •  chief  before  a  naked  foe. 

Rough  clubs  and  rude  hurl'd  ftones  fhall  ftrike  the  blow ; 

The  Cape  of  Tempefts  fhall  his  tomb  fupply, 

And  in  the  defert  fands  his  bones  fhall  lie. 

No  boafUul  trophy  o'er  his  afhcs  rear'd : 

Such  heaven's,  dread  will,  and  be  that  will  rever'd  ! 

But  lo,  refplendent  fhines  another  flar. 
Loud  fhe  reibunds,   in  all  the  blaze  of  war  I 
Great  P  Cunia  guards  Melinda's  friendly  fhore. 
And  dyes  her  feas  with  Oja's  hoflile  gore ; 
Lamo  and  Brava's  towers  his  vengeance  tell : 
Green  Madagafcar's  flowery  dales  fhall  fwell 
His  echoed  fame,  till  ocean's  fouthmofl  bound 
On  ifles  and  fhores  unknown  his  name  refound. 

Another  blaze,  behold,  of  fire  and  arms ! 
Great  Albuquerque  awakes  the  dread  alarms  : 
O'er  Ormuz*  walls  his  thundering  flames  he  pours. 
While  heaven,  the  hero's  guide,  indignant  q  fhowers 

Their 


•  Falljball  the  chief.        See  the  note  on  page  129. 

9  Great  Cunia,  Triftan  dc  Cunha,  or  d*Acugna.  Sec  the  hiflory  in 
the  preface. 

^  Heaven  indignant  fbowers  their  arrows  baehward*  See  the  note  on  page 
63.  Some  writers  relate,  that  when  Albuquerque  befieged  Ormuz,  a  vio- 
lent wind  drove  the  arrows  of  the  enemy  backward  upon  their  own  ranks. 

Oforius 
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Their  arrows  backward  on  the  Perfian  foe. 

Tearing  the  breafts  and  arms  that  twang'd  the  bow. 

Mountains  of  fait  and  fragrant  gums  in  vain 

Were  fpent  untainted  to  embalm  the  flain. 

Such  heaps  fhall  ftrew  the  feas  and  faithlcfs  ftrand 

Of  Gerum,  Mazcate,  and  CaTayat's  land. 

Till  faithlefs  Ormuz  own  the  Lufian  fway. 

And  Barem's  pearls  her  yearly  fafety  pay, 

"What  glorious  palms  on  Goa's  '  ifle  I  fee. 
Their  bloflbms  fpread,   great  Albuquerque,  for  thee! 
Through  caftled  walls  the  hero  breaks  his  way. 
And  opens  with  his  fword  the  dread  array 
Of  Moors  and  Pagans ;  through  their  depth  he  rides. 
Through  fpears  and  fhowering  fire  the  battle  guides* 
As  bulls  enraged,  or  lions  fmearM  with  gore, 
His  bands  fweep  wide  o'er  Goa*s  purpled  fliorc. 
Nor  eaftward  far  though  fair  Malacca  s  lie. 
Her  groves  embofom'd  in  the  morning  Iky  j 

Though 

Oforius  fays,  that  many  of  the  dead  Pcrfians  and  Moors  were  found  to  have 
died  by  arrows.  But  as  that  weapon  was  not  ufed  by  the  Portuguefe,  he 
conjc£hires,  that  in  their  defpair  of  viftory  many  of  the  enemy  had  thus 
killed  themfclves,  rather  than  furvive  the  defeat. 

'  iVbdt  glorious  palmt  on  Goas  iJU  I  fee.  This  important  place  was 
made  an  archbifhopric,  the  capital  of  the  Portugaefe  empire  in  the  Eaft, 
and  the  feat  of  their  viceroys.  It  is  advantageoufly  fituated  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  on  the  coafl  of  Dccan.  It  Hill  remains  in  the  poneiCon  of  the 
Portugucfe. 

■  Malacca,  The  conqueft  of  this  place  was  one  of  the  greateft  acti- 
ons of  Albuquerque.    It  became  the  chief  port  of  the  caftern   part  of 

Portugucfe 


BOOKX,  THE    LUSIAD.  441 

Though  with  her  amoroos  Tons  the  valiant  Ime 

Of  Java's  ifle  in  battle  rank  combine, 

Though  poifon'd  fhafts  their  ponderous  quivers  (lore  ; 

Malacca's  fpicy  groves  and  golden  ore, 

Great  Albuquerque,  thy  dauntlefs  toils  fliall  crown  ! 

Yet  art  thou '  ftain'd Here  with  a  fighful  frown 

The 


Portnguefe  India,  and  fecond  only  to  Goa.  Befidcs  a  great  many  pieces 
of  ordnance  which  were  canied  aw-ay  by  the  Moors  who  eicaped,  3000  large 
cannon  remained  the  prize  of  the  vigors. 

*  let  art  tboujiaind^  A  detail  of  all  the  great  a^ons  of  Albuquer- 
que would  have  been  tedious  and  un  poetical.  Camoens  has  chofcn  the 
mod  brilliant,  and  has  happily  fupprcfTed  the  rcfl  by  a  difplay  of  indigna- 
tion. The  French  tranflator  has  the  following  note  on  this  padiigc,  "  Be- 
*'  hold  another  inflancc  of  our  author's  prejudice!  the  allien  which  hecon- 
'*  demns  bad  nothing  in  it  blameable  :  but  as  he  was  of  a  mod  amoious 
"  conflitution,  he  thought  every  fault  which  could  plead  an  amour  in  its 
'<  cxcufc  ought  to  be  pardoned ;  but  true  heroes,  fuch  as  Albuquerque, 
**  follow  other  maxims.  This  great  man  had  in  his  palace  a  beautiful  In- 
'*  dian  flaye.  He  viewed  her  with  the  eyes  of  a  fatlu-r,  and  the  care  of 
'<  her  education  was  his  pleafure.  A  Pottugucfe  foldicr,  named  Ruy  Diaz, 
**  had  the  boldneis  to  enter  the  general's  apartment,  where  he  fuccceded 
«*  fo  well  with  the  girl,  that  he  obtained  his  dcfirc.  When  Albuquerque 
**  heard  of  it,  he  immediately  ordered  him  to  the  gallows.'* 

Camoens,  however,  was  no  fuch  undiiHiiguiOiing  libertine  as  this  would 
reprcfent  him.  In  a  few  pages  wc  find  him  praifmg  the  continence  of 
Don  Henry  de  Menezcs,  whofe  victory  over  his  paflions  he  calls  the  high- 
eft  excellence  of  youth.  Nor  does  it  appear  by  what  authority  the  French- 
men aflures  us  of  the  chafte  paternal  affe^lion  which  Albuquerque  bore  to 
this  Indian  girl.  It  was  the  great  aim  of  Albuquerque  to  eflabliih  colonies 
in  India,  and  for  that  purpofe  he  encouraged  his  foldiers  to  marry  with  the 
natives.  The  moft  fightly  girls  were  fele^cd,  and  educated  in  the  religion 
and  houfehold  arts  of  Portugal,  and  portioned  at  the  expence  of  the  gene- 
ral. Thcie  he  called  his  daughters,  and-with  great  pleafure  he  ufed  to  at- 
tend their  weddings,  feveral  couples  being  uAially  joined  together  at  one 
time.  At  one  of  thefe  nuptials,  fays  Faria^  the  fclHvity  having  continued 
late,  and  the  brides  being  mixed  together,  feveral  of  the  bridegrooms  com- 
sniUed  a  blunder.    The  miilakes  of  the  night  however,  as  they  were  all 

equal 
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The  goddefs  paufed,   for  much  remain^  unfung. 

But  blotted  with  an  humble  foldier*s  wrong. 

Alas,  (he  cries,  when  war's  dread  horrors  reign. 

And  thundering  batteries  rock  the  fiery  plaiui 

When  ghaftly  famine  on  a  hoftile  foil, 

When  pale  difeafe  attends  on  weary  toil^ 

When 


equal  in  point  of  honour,  were  mutually  forgiven  in  the  morning,  and  each 
man  took  his  proper  wife  whom  he  had  received  at  the  altar.  This  deli- 
cate anecdote  of  Albuquerque's  Cons  and  daughters,  is  as  bad  a  commenta- 
ry on  the  note  of  Caftera,  as  it  is  on  the  feverity  which  the  commander 
fliewed  to  poor  Diaz.  Nor  does  Camoens  (land  alone  in  the  rondemnatioii 
of  the  general.  The  hidorian  agrees  with  the  poet.  Mentioning  the 
death  of  D.  Antonio  Noronha,  "  This  gentleman,  fays  Faria^  uied  to 
**  moderate  the  violent  temper  of  his  uncle  Albuquerque,  which  (bon  after 
**  fhewed  itfclf  in  rigid  fevcrity.  He  ordered  a  (bldier  to  be  hanged  for  an 
**  amour  ^ith  one  of  the  flaves  whom  he  called  daughters,  and  whom  he 
**  ufed  to  give  in  mai  riage.  When  fomc  of  his  officers  aflced  him  what  au- 
**  thority  he  had  to  take  the  poor  raan*s  life,  he  drew  hisfword,  told  them 
•*  that  was  his  commiffion,  and  inftantly  broke  them."  To  marry  his 
foUicrs  >^ith  the  natives  was  the  plan  of  Albuquerque,  his  (cverity  ther&- 
fore  feems  unaccountable,  unlefs  we  admit  the  perhaps  of  Camdens,  m  dt 
cicfoy  perhaps  it  was  jealoufy.— But  whatever  incenfed  the  general, 
the  execution  of  the  foldicr  was  contrary  to  the  laws  of  every  nation  f ; 
and  the  honefl  indignation  of  Camoens  againd  one  of  the  greateft  of  his 
countrymen,  one  who  was  the  grand  architect  of  the  Portuguefe  empire  in 
the  Eaft,  affords  a  noble  inftance  of  that  manly  freedom  of  icntimert  which 
knows  no  tight  by  which  king  or  peer  may  do  injudice  to  the  meaneft  fub- 
je€t.  Nor  can  wc  omit  the  obfervation,  that  the  above  note  of  Camera  is 
of  a  piece  with  the  French  devotion  we  have  already  ften  him  pay  to  the 
name  of  king,  a  devotion  which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  the  blcflcd  ad- 
vice given  by  father  Paul  to  the  republic  of  Venice  :  ••  When  a  nobleman 
•*  commits  an  offence  againd  a  fubjc^l,  fays  that  Jefuit,  let  every  means  be 
'*  tried  to  judify  him.  But  if  a  fubjc^  has  offended  a  nobleman,  let  him 
"  be  punilhed  with  the  utmofl  feverity.** 


f  Oforius  reprefents  the  crime  of  Diaz  as  mutiny,  having  been  againft  the 
ftri^  orders  of  Albuquerque.  Diaz,  however,  was  guilty  of  no  breach  of 
military  duty,   which  alone  conftitutes  the  crime  of  mutiny. 
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When  patient  under  all  the  foldier  ftandsj 

Detefted  be  the  rage  whidi  then  demands 

The  humble  foldier's  blood,  his  only  crime 

The  amorous  frailty  of  the  youthful  prime ! 

Inceft's  cold  horror  here  no  glow  reftrained» 

Nor  facred  nuptial  bed  was  here  prophai^ed, 

Nor  here  unwelcome  force  the  virgin  feized  -, 

A  flave  bfciviousi  in  his  fondling  pleafed» 

Refigns  her  breaft Ah,  ftain  to  Lufian  fame  ! 

(TTwas  luft  of  blood,  perhaps  'twas  jealous  flame  ;) 
The  leader's  rage,  unworthy  of  the  brave, 
Configns  the  youthful  foldier  to  tlie  grave. 
Not  Ammon  thus  Apelles  love  *  repaid. 
Great  Ammon's  bed  refign'd  the  lovely  maid : 
Nor  Cyrus  thus  reproved  Arafpas*  fire ; 
Nor  haughtier  Carlo  thtis  aflumed  the  fire. 
Though  iron  Baldwin  to  his  daughter's  bower. 
An  ill-match'd  lover,   ftole  in  fecret  hour  : 
With  nobler  rage  the  lofty  monarch  glow'd, 
And  Flandria's  *  earldom  on  the  knight  beftow'd. 

Again 

^  Not  ^iwiwoi*.— ^Campafpc,  the  moft  beautiful  concubine  of  Alexander, 
was  given  by  that  monarch  to  Apelles,  whom  he  perceived  in  love  with 
her.  Arafpas  had  ftriO  charge  of  the  fair  captive  Panthea.  His  attempt 
on  her  virtue  was  forgiven  by  Cyrus. 

'  And  Flandrias  earldom  on  the  knight  beftowd,  "  Baldwin,  furnamed 

**  Iron-arm,  Giand  Forefter  of  Flanders,  being  in  love  with  Judith,  the 
**  daughter  of  Charles  the  Bald,  and  widow  of  Ethclwolfe,  king  of  Eng- 
**  land,  obtained  his  defirc  by  force,  Charles,  though  at  firft  he  highly 
"  refentcd,  afterwards  pardoned  his  crime,  and  confented  to  his  marriage 
«*  with  the  princefs."     Caflera, 

This 
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Again  the  nymph  the  fong  of  fame  refounds; 

Lo,  fweeping  wide  o'er  Ethiopia's  bounds^ 

Wide  o'er  Arabia's  pmplc  Chore  on  high 

The  Luiian  enfigns  blaze  along  the  iky ! 

Mecca,  aghaft,  beholds  the  ftandards  (hine. 

And  midnight  horror  (hakes  Medina's  "  fhrine ; 

Th'  unhallowed  altar  bodes  th'  approaching  foe, 

Foredoom'd  in  duft  its  prophet's  tomb  to  ftrew 

Nor 


This  digrcflion  in  the  fong  of  the  nymph  bears,  in  manner,  a  ftrikmg 
refemblance  to  the  hiftoiies  which  the  heroes  of  Hornet  often  relate  to 
each  other.  That  thefe  little  epifodes  have  their  beauty  and  propriety  in 
an  epic  poem,  will  (Irongly  appear  from  a  view  of  M.  de  la  Motte*s 
tranflation  of  the  Iliad  into  French  verfe.  The  four  and  twenty  books  of 
Homer  he  has  contra^ed  into  twelve,  and  thefe  contain  no  more  lines 
than  about  four  books  of  the  original.  A  thoufand  embclliflimcnts  which 
the  warm  poetical  feelings  of  Homer  Aiggefted  to  him,  arc  thus  thrown  out 
by  the  Frenchman.  But  what  is  the  confequence  of  this  improvement? 
The  work  of  la  Mottc  is  unread,  even  by  his  own  countrymen,  and  de- 
fpifed  by  every  foreigner  who  has  the  leaft  relifli  for  poetry  and  Homer.  ' 

^  And  m'Jn'ght  horror  Jbakes  Medina  s  Jbrine. — Medina,  the  city  where 
Mohammed  is  buried.  About  fix  years  after  Gama*s  diicovery  of  India, 
the  Sultan  of  Egypt  fent  Maurus,  the  abbot  of  the  monks  at  Jerulalem, 
%vho  inhabit  Mount  Sion,  on  an  embafly  to  Pope  Julius  II.  The  Sultan, 
with  fevcrc  threats  to  the  Chriftians  of  the  Eaft  in  cafe  of  rcfufal,  in- 
treated  the  pope  to  dcfire  Emmanuel  king  of  Portugal  to  fend  no  more 
fleets  to  the  Indian  fcas.  The  Pope  fent  Maurus  to  Emmanuel,  who  re- 
turned a  very  fpirited  anfwcr  to  his  holinefs,  aHuring  him  that  no  threats, 
no  dangers  could  ^ake  him  alter  his  refolutions,  and  lamenting  that  it  had 
not  yet  been  in  his  power  to  fulfil  his  promife  of  dcmoliOiing  the  fepulchre 
and  crazing  the  memorials  of  Mohammed  from  the  earth.  This,  he  fays, 
was  the  firft  purpofe  of  fending  his  fleets  to  India.  Nobis  cnim^  cum  ittr  in 
JnJ'um  clajfibus  nojlrij  aperire^   t5*  regiones  majoribus  nopris  inccgnitas  explorare  dc 

crrvimuSf   hoc  propofttum  fuity  ut  ipfum  Mabumetana  fecla  caput extinguc 

remui  It  is  with  great  art  that  Camocns  (b  often  reminds  us  of  the  grand 
defjgn  of  the  expedition  of  his  heroes,  to  fubvert  Mohammcdifm  and  found 
a  Chriftian  empire  in  the  Eaft,  But  the  dignity  which  this  gives  his  poem 
is  already  obfcr\  ed  in  the  preface. 
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Nor  Ceylon's  ffle,  brave  Soarez,   fliall  withhold 

Its  incenfe,   precious  as  the  burnifh'd  gold, 

What  time  o'er  proud  Columbo's  loftieft  fpire 

Thy  flag  fliall  blaze :   nor  fliall  th'  inimorul  lyre 

Forget  thy  praife,  Sequeyra  !    to  the  fliore 

Where  Sheba's  fapient  queen  the  *  fceptre  bore. 

Braving  the  Red  Sea's  dangers  flialt  thou  force 

To  Abyflinia's  realm  thy  novel  courfe  j 

And  ifles,  by  jealous  nature  long  conceal'd. 

Shall  to  the  wondering  world  be  now  reveal'd. 

Great  Menez  next  the  Lufian  fword  fliall  bear ; 

Menez,  the  dread  of  Afric,  high  fliall  rear 

His  viAor  lance,  till  deep  fliall  Ormuz  groan, 

And  tribute  doubled  her  revolt  atone. 

Now  fliines  thy  glory  in  meridian  height. 
And*  loud  her  voice  flie  rzifed ;   O  matchlefs  knight. 
Thou,  thou,  illuftrious  Gama,  thou  flialt  bring 
The  olive-bough  of  peace,  deputed  king ! 
The  lands  by  thee  difcover'd  fliall  obey 
Thy  fceptcr'd  power,  and  blefs  thy  regal  fway; 
But  India's  crimes,  outrageous  to  the  flcies, 
A  length  of  thefe  Saturnian  days  denies : 

Snatch'd 


*  Where  Sheha^s  fapient  queen  the  fceptre  hore  j^^^Thc  Abyffinians  contend 
that  their  country  is  the  Sheba  mentioned  in  the  fcripture,  and  that  the 
queen  who  vilited  Solomon  bore  a  Ton  to  that  monarch,  from  whom  their 
royal  family,  to  the  prefent  time,  is  defcended. 


*^  ' 


446  THE    LUSIAD.  aoo«  x. 

Snatch'd  from  thy  golden  throne  the  heavens  {hall  claim 
Thy  dcathlcfs  foul,  the  world  thy  deathlefs  y  name. 

Now  o'er  the  coaft  of  faitlilcfs  Malabar 

Viftorious  Henry  *  pom^  the  rage  of  war ; 

Nor  lefs  the  youth  a  nobler  ftrife  fhall  wage, 

Great  viftor  of  hunfelf  though  green  in  age ; 

No  reftlefs  flave  of  wanton  amorous  fire. 

No  luft  of  gold  {hall  taint  his  generous  ire. 

While  youth*s  bold  pulfe  beats  high,  how  brave  the  boy 

Whom  harlot  fmiles  nor  pride  of  power  decoy  ! 

Immortal  be  his  name  I  nor  lefs  thy  praife. 

Great  •  Mafcarene,   fhall  future  ages  radfc : 

Though  power,  unjuft,  withhold  the  fplendid  ray 

That  dignifies  the  creft  of  fovereign  fway, 

Thy 

f  Snatched  from  thy  golden  tbromej—GzioA  only  reigned  three  months  Vice- 
roy of  India.  During  his  fecond  voyage,  the  third  which  the  Poctuguefc 
made  to  India,  he  gave  the  2^amorim  fome  condderable  defeats  by  Tea, 
beHdes  his  victories  over  the  Moors.  Thefc,  however,  are  judicioufly 
omitted  by  Camoens,  as  the  lefs  ftriking  part  of  his  chanrfler. 

The  French  tranflator  is  highly  pleafed  with  the  prediction  of  Gama's 
death,  delivered  to  himfelf  at  th;  fcaft.  "  The  firen,  fays  he,  pcrfuaded 
•*  that  Gama  is  a  hero  exempt  from  weaknefs,  does  not  hedtate  to  mention 
**  the  end  of  his  life.  Gama  liftens  without  any  mark  of  emotion  ;  the 
**  feaft  and  the  fong  continue.    If  I  am  not  deceived,  this  is  truly  great." 

•  VtBorious  ^(?ifry.— Don  Henry  de  Men  ties.  He  was  only  twenty- 
eight  when  appointed  to  the  government  of  India.  He  died  m  his  thirti- 
eth year,  a  noble  example  of  the  moft  diilntercfted  heroifm.  Sec  the  pre- 
face. 

»  Great  Mafcarene  Pedro  de  Mafcarcnhas.  The  injuftice  done  to 
this  brave  officer,  and  the  ufurpation  of  the  government  by  Lopez  Vaz 
de  Sampayo,  afford  one  of  the  mod  interefting  periods  of  the  hiftory  of 
the  Portugucfe  in  India.    See  the  preface. 
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Thy  deeds,  great  chief,  on  Bintam's  humbled  (hore, 

Deeds  fuch  as  Afia  never  viewed  before. 

Shall  give  thy  honeft  feme  a  brighter  blaze 

Than  tyrant  pomp  in  golden  robes  difplays. 

Though  bold  in  war  the  fierce  ufurper  fhine. 

Though  Cutial's  potent  navy  o'er  the  brine 

Drive  vanquiih*d ;   though  the  Lufian  heflor's  fword 

For  him  reap  conqueft,  and  confirm  him  lord ; 

Thy  deeds,  great  peer,  the  wonder  of  thy  foes, 

Thy  glorious  chains,  unjuft,  and  generous  woes. 

Shall  dim  the  fierce  Sampayo's  faireft  fame. 

And  o'er  his  honours  thine  aloud  proclaim. 

Thy  generous  woes  !  Ah  gallant  injured  chief. 

Not  thy  own  forrows  give  the  fharpeft  grief. 

Thou  feeft  the  Lufian  name  her  honours  (lain, 

And  luft  of  gold  her  heroes  breafts  profane  ^ 

Thou  feeft  ambition  lift  the  impious  head. 

Nor  God's  red  arm,  nor  lingering  juftice  dread ; 

O'er  India's  bounds  thou  feeft  thefe  vultures  prowl. 

Full  gorged  with  blood,  and  dreadle(s  of  control ; 

Thou  feeft  and  weep'ft  thy  country's  blotted  name. 

The  generous  forrow  thine,   but  not  the  fhame. 

Nor  long  the  Lufian  enfigns  ftain'd  remain ; 

Great  Nunio  ^  comes,  and  razes  every  ftain. 

Though  lofty  Gale's  warlike  towers  he  rear  j 

Though  haughty  Melic  groan  beneath  his  fpear  j 

All 

*»  Great  Nunio.'^^Sumo  dc  Cunha,  one  of  the  moft  worthy  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  governors.    See  the  preface. 
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All  thefe»  sind  Dio  yielded  to  his  name. 

Are  but  th'  embroidery  of  his  nobler  fame. 

For  haughtier  foes  of  Lufian  race  he  braves*. 

The  awful  fword  of  juftice  high  he  waves  : 

Before  his  bar  the  injured  Indian  ftands. 

And  juftice  boldly  on  his  foe  demands, 

The  Lufian  foe  \  in  wonder  loft  the  Moor 

Beholds  proud  rapine's  vulture  gripe  reftore  j 

Beholds  the  Lufian  hands  in  fetters  bound 

By  Luiian  hands,  and  wound  repay'd  for  wound. 

Oh,  more  ihall  thus  by  Nunio^s  worth  be  won. 

Than  conqueft  reaps  from  high-plumed  hofts  o'erthrown. 

Long  ihall  the  generous  Nunio's  blifsfiil  fway 

Command  fupreme.     In  Dio's  hopeleis  day 

The  fovcreign  toil  the  brave  Noronha  takes  •, 

Awed  by  his  c  fame  the  fierce-fourd  Rumien  (hakes. 

And  Dio*s  open'd  walls  in  fudden  flight  forfakes. 

A  fon  of  thine,  O  Gama,   now  fliall  ^  hold 

The  helm  of  empire,  prudent,  wife  and  bold: 

Malacca  faved  and  ftrengthen'd  by  his  arms, 

The  banks  of  Tor  fhall  echo  his  alarms  i 

His 


«  Av^ed  by  bis  famc^'^'^ThzX  brave  generous  fpirit,  which  prompted 
Camocns  to  condemn  the  great  Albuquerque  for  injuftice  to  a  common  fol- 
dier,  has  here  delcrtcd  him.  In  place  of  poetical  compliment,  on  the  ter- 
rors of  his  name,  Moronha  deferved  infamy.  The  ficge  of  Dio,  it  is  true, 
wasraifed  on  the  report  of  his  approach,  but  that  report  was  the  lirataqcm 
of  Coje  Zofar^  one  of  the  general  officers  of  the  afTaillants.  The  delays  of 
Noronha  were  as  highly  blameable,  as  his  ticatmcnt  of  his  pn-ucceflbr, 
the  excellent  Nunio,  was  unworthy  of  a  gentleman.     See  the  preface. 

'  A  Jon  ofibmc^  0  Garni.— —Stephen  dc  Gania.     See  the  preface. 
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Hb  worth  Ihall  bids  the  kingdoms  of  the  morn^ 

For  all  thy  virtues  (hall  his  foul  adorn. 

When  fate  refigns  thy  hero  to  the  ikies, 

A  veteran,  famed  on  Brazil's  (hore,  fhall «  rife : 

The  wide  Atlantic  and  the  Indian  main, 

By  turns  (hall  own  the  terrors  of  his  reign. 

His  aid  the  proud  Cambayan  king  implores. 

His  potent  aid  Cambaya's  king  reftores. 

The  dread  Mogul  with  all  his  thoufands  flies. 

And  Dio's  towers  are  Souza's  well-eam'd  prize. 

Nor  lefs  the  Zamorim  o'er  blood-ftain'd  ^  ground 

Shall  fpeed  his  legions,  torn  with  many  a  wound. 

In  headlong  rout.    Nor  ihall  the  boaftful  pride 

Of  India's  navy,  though  the  fhaded  tide 

Around  the  fquadron'd  mails  appear  the  down 

Of  fome  wide  foreil,  other  ifate  renown. 

Loud  rattling  through  the  hills  of  Cape  Camore 

I  hear  the  tempeft  of  the  battle  roar ! 

Qung  to  the  fplinter'd  mails  I  fee  the  dead 

Badala's  ihores  with  horrid  wreck  befpread ; 

VOL.  II.  G  g  Baticala 


*  vOeroM  fam*d  m  BraxiPt  j0«r».—— Martin  Alonzo  de  Souza.  He  waf 
celebrated  for  clearing  thecoaA  of  Brazil  of  feveral  pirates,  who  were  for* 
jnidable  to  that  infant  colony. 

'  'jV  Uaodrfimiud grouttd       This  is  as  near  the  original  as  elegance 

will  allow       dtfingue  shcf  ■      Mpon  which  Fan(haw  has  thus  punned, 


■  with  no  little  lofi; 

Sending  him  hone  again  bf  Weefing'Crrft, 
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Baticah  inflamed  by  treacherous  hate» 

Provokes  the  horrors  of  Badala's  fate : 

Her  feas  in  blood,  her  ikies  enwrapt  in  fire 

Confeis  the  fweeping  ftorm  of  Sooza's  ire. 

No  hoftile  fpear  now  rear'd  on  fea  or  (brandy 

The  awful  fceptre  graces  Souza's  hand ; 

Peaceful  he  reigns,  in  counfel  juft  and  wife  -, 

And  glorious  Caftro  now  his  throne  fupplies :. 

Caftro,  the  boafl  of  generous  fame,  afar 

From  Dio's  (brand  ihall  fway  the  glorious  war. 

Madning  with  rage  to  view  the  Lufian  band, 

A  troop  fo  few,  proud  Dlo's  towers  command. 

The  cruel  Ethiop  Moor  to  heaven  complains. 

And  the  proud  Perfian's  languid  zeal  arraigns. 

The  Rumien  fierce,  who  boafts  the  name  of  g  Rome, 

With  thefd  confpires,.and  vows  the  Ltifians'  doom. 

A  thottfand 

t  The  Rumien  ferc<  tvbo  hoajb  tie  namt  of  Jiome>  When  the  viAoiicS  of 
the  Portuguefe  began  to  ovetfpread  the  Baft,  (cTeral  Indkn  princes^  by 
the  counfcls  of  the  Moors,  applied  for  afllfUnce  to  the  Sulun  of  £gypt 
and  the  Grand  Signior.  The  troops  of  thcfe  Mohammedan  princes  were 
in  the  higheft  reputation  for  bravery,  and  though  compofcd  of  many  dif- 
ferent nations,  were  known  among  tlic  orientals  by  one  common  name. 
Ignorance  delights  in  the  marvcllcus.  The  hidory  of  ancient  Rome  made 
the  fame  figure  among  the  Eaftcms,  as  that  of  the  fabulous  or  heroic  agcs>. 
does  with  us,  with  this  difference,  it  was  better  belieyed.  The  Turks  of 
Romania  and  Egypt  pretended  to  be  the  descendants  of  the  Roman  Con- 
querors, and  the  Indians  gave  them  and  their  auxiiiariesr  the  name  of 
Rumes,  or  Romans.  It  has  been  faid  that  the  gy^^  who  are  cow  feat- 
tercd  over  Europe,  were,  about  four  or  five  centuries  ago,  dnven  by  war 
from  Egypt  and  Syria.  The  name  by  which,  in  their  dialed,  they  call- 
themfelves,  ILmdcb^  ot  JtmHetcbim^  favours  this  opiflion. 
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A  thoufand  barbarous  nations  join  their  powers 

To  bathe  with  Lufian  blood  the  Dion  towers. 

Dark  rolling  fheets^  forth  belch'dfrom  brazen  wooibs^ 

And  bored,  like  ihowering  clouds,  with  hailing  bombs. 

O'er  Dio's  iky  fpread  the  black  fhades  of  death  ; 

The  mine's  dread  earthquakes  fhake  the  ground  beneath. 

No  hope,  bold  h  MafcarenCj  mayft  thou  refpire, 

A  glorious  fall  alone,  thy  juft  defire. 

When  lo,  his  gallant  fon  brave  Caftro  fends 

Ah  I  heaven  what  fate  the  haplefs  youth  attends ! 

In  vain  the  terrors  of  his  faulchion  glare ; 

The  cavcrn'd  mine  burfts,  high  in  pitchy  air 

Sampire  and  fquadron  whirl'd  convulfive,  borne 

To  heaven,  the  hero  dies  in  fragments  torn. 

His  loftieft  bough  though  fall'n,  the  generous  fire 

His  living  hope  devotes  with  Roman  ire. 

On  wings  of  fury  flies  the  brave  Alvar 

Through  oceans  howling  with  the  wintcry  war. 

Through  ikies  of  fnow  his  brother's  vengeance  bears : 

And  ibon  in  arms  the  valiant  iire  appears : 

Before  him  victory  fpreads  her  eagle-wing 

Wide  fweeping  o'er  Cambaya's  haughty  king. 

In  vain  his  thundering  courfers  ihake  the  ground, 

Cambaya  bleeding  of  his  might's  lafl  wound. 

G  g  a  Sinks 


*  No  hoptf  bold  Mafiarenc.^'-^Thc  commander  of  Diu,  or  Dio,  during 
this  ficgc,  one  of  the  moft  memorable  in  the  Portugucfc  hiflory. 
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Sinks  pale  in  duft :  fierce  Hydal-Kan  >  in  vain 

Wakes  war  on  war ;  he  bites  his  iron  chain. 

Ccr  Indus*  banks,  o'er  Ganges'  fmiling  vate 

No  more  the  hind  his  plundered  field  bewails : 

O'er  every  field,  O  peace,  thy  bloflbms  glow, 

Thfe  golden  bloflbms  of  thy  olive  botigh  j 

Firm  bafed  oh  wifdom's  laws  great  Caftro  crowns. 

And  the  wide  £aft  the  Lufian  empire  owns. 

Thefe  warlike  chiefs,  the  Tons  of  thy  renown. 

And  thoufands  more,  O  VASco,'doom'd  to  crown' 

Thy  glorious  toils,  fhall  through  thefe  feas  unfold 

Their  viflor-ftandards  blazed  vrith  Indian  gold ; 

And 

*  Puree  Hytkd  Kan*  The  title  of  the  lords  or  princes  of  Decan,  who 
in  their  wars  with  the  Portugueie  have  (bmetimcs  brought  400,000  men 
into  the  field.  The  prince  here  mentioned,  after  many  revolts,  ^I'as  at 
Sad  finally  fubducd  by  DoA  John  de  Caftro,  the  fourth  viceroy  of  India,. 
uith  whofe  reign  our  poet  judiciou fly  cods  the  prophetic  (bng.  Albuquerqae 
laid  the  plan,  and  Caflro  completed  the  /)-(lem  of  the  Portuguefe  em* 
pire  ill  the  Eaft.  It  is  with  propriety  therefore  that  the  prophecy  given  to! 
Gama  is  here  fummed  up.  Nor  is  the  diicretion  of  Cam&ens  in  this  in- 
ftance  inferior  to  his  judgment.  He  is  now  within  a  few  years  of  his  own 
times,  when  he  himfcif  was  upon  the  fcene  in  India,  fiut  whatever  he 
had  faid  of  his  cotemporaries  would  have  been  liable  to  mifcondniAioii, 
and  every  fcntcncc  would  have  been  branded  with  the  epithets  of  flattery 
or  malice.  A  little  poet  would  have  been  happy  in  fuch  an  opportunity  to 
relent  his  wrongs.  But  the  filcnt  contempt  of  Camdens  does  him  true  ho* 
nour. 

\ti  this  hidorical  fong,  as  already  hinted,  the  tranflator  has  been  atten- 
tive, as  much  as  he  could,  to  throw  it  into  thofe  univei&i  languages,  the 
pi£lui-cA]ue  and  chara£leri(lic.  To  convey  the  fublimeft  indruOions  to 
princes,  is,  according  to  Ariilotle,  the  peculiar  province  of  the  epic  mufe. 
The  flrikii}g  points  of  view,  in  which  the  diflTerent  characters  of  the  go* 
vernors  of  lud^i  are  here  placed,  are  in  the  mod  happy  conformity  to  this 
ingenious  canon  of  the  SUgirite. 


BOOK  X.  THE    LUSIAD.  453 

And  in  the  bofom  of  our  flowery  ifle, 
Embathed  in  J07  fhall  o'er  their  labours  fmile. 
Their  nymphs  like  yours,  their  feaft  divine  the  fame^ 
The  raptured  foretafte  of  inunortal  fame- 

So  lung  the  goddeis,  while  the  fifter  train 
With  joyful  anthem  clofe  the  facred  ftrain ; 
Though  fortune  from  her  whirling  fphere  beftow 
Her  gifts  capricious  in  unconftant  flow, 
Tet  laurel'd  honour  and  immortal  fame 
Shall  ever  conftant  grace  the  Lufiap  name. 
So  liing  the  joyful  chorus,  while  around 
The  filver  rpofe  the  lofty  notes  refound. 
The  fong  prpphetic,  and  the  facred  fe;^ft, 
Now  fhed  the  glow  of  ftrength  through  every  breaft. 
When  with  the  grace  and  majefty  divine, 
Which  round  immortals,  when  enamoured,  ihine. 
To  crown  the  banquet  of  their  deathlefs  fame. 
To  happy  Gam  a  thus  the  fovereign  dame : 
O  loyed  of  heaven,  what  never  man  before^ 
What  wandering  fcience  never  might  explore, 
By  heaven's  high  will,  with  mortal  eyes  to  fee 
Great  nature's  face  unveil'd,  is  given  to  thee. 
Thou  and  thy  wajrriors  follow  where  I  le^d  : 
Firm  be  your  fteps,  for  arduous  to  the  tread 
Through  matted  breaks  of  thorn  and  brier,  beftrew'd 
With  fplinter'd  flint,  winds  the  fteep  flippcry  road. 

She 
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She  fpake,  and  fmiling  caught  the  hero's  hand. 

And  on  the  mountain's  fummit  foon  they  ft^lld ; 

A  beauteous  lawn  with  pearl  enamcU'd  o'ei". 

Emerald  and  ruby,  as  the  gods  of  yore 

Had  fported  here.     Here  in  the  fragrant  air 

A  wondrous  globe  appeared,  divinely  fair ! 

Through  every  part  the  light  tranfparent  flowM, 

And  in  the  centre  as  the  furface  glow'd. 

The  frame  etherial  various  orbs  compofc. 

In  whirling  circles  now  they  fell,  now  rofe  5 

Yet  never  rofe  ^  nor  fell,  for  ftill  the  fame 

Was  every  movement  of  the  wondrous  frame ; 

Each  movement  ftill  beginning,  ftill  complete, 

Its  author's  type,  felf-poifed,  perfeftion's  feat. 

Great 

*  Jn  'whirling  circles  noiv  they  felly  nvfo  r^, — Yet  never  rofe  nor  fell  T^C 

motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  in  every  fyftem,  bear,  at  all  times,  the 
fame  uniform  relation  to  each  other;  thefe  exprefliohs,  therefore,  arc 
flri^Uy  jufl.  The  firft  relates  to  the  appearance,  the  iecond  to  the  reality. 
Thus  while  to  us  the  fun  appears  to  go  down,  to  more  wedem  inhabitants 
of  the  globe  he  appears  to  rife,  and  while  he  rifcs  to  us,  he  is  going  down 
to  the  more  eaflern  ;  the  diflference  being  entirely  relative  to  the  various 
parts  of  the  earth.  And  in  this  the  exprefCons  of  our  poet  are  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  Ptolemaic  and  Copernican  fyftems.  The  ancient  hypothefis 
which  made  our  earth  the  centre  of  the  univctfe,  is  the  fyftem  adopted  by 
Camoens,  a  happinefs,  in  the  opinion  of  the  tranflator,  to  the  Englifli 
Lufiad.  The  new  fyftem  is  fo  wcU  known,  that  a  poetical  defcription  of 
it  would  have  been  no  novelty  to  the  Englifti  reader.  The  other  has  not 
only  that  advantage  in  its  favour,  but  this  defcription  is  perhaps  the  fineft 
and  fnlleft  that  ever  was  given  of  it  in  poetry,  that  of  Lucretius,  1.  v. 
being  chiefly  argumentative,  and  therefore  lefs  pi£h]refque. 

Our  author  ftudied  at  the  univetfity  of  Coimbra,  where  the  ancient  fyP- 
tcm  and  other  do^rines  of  the  AriftoteliaQs  then,  and  long  afterwards, 
prevailed. 
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Great  Vasco  thriU'd  with  reverential  awe, 
And  wrapt  with  keen  deiire^  the  wonder  faw. 
The  goddefs  markt  the  language  of  his  eyesj 
And  here,  fhe  cried,  thy  largeft  wifh  fuffice. 
Great  nature's  fabric  thou  doft  here  bdioldj 
Th'  etherial  pure,  and  elemental  mould. 
In  pattern  ihewn  comjdete,  as  nature's  God 
Qrdain'd  the  world's  great  frame  his  dread  abode^ 
For  every  part  the  power  divine  pervades. 
The  fun's  bright  radiance  and  the  central  ihades* 
Yet  let  not  haughty  reafon's  bounded  line 
Explore  the  boundleis  God,  or  where  define, 
Wheie  in  himfelf  in  uncreated  light, 
(While  all  his  worlds  around  feem'd  wrapt  in  night,) 
He  holds  his  loftieft  ^  ftate.    By  primal  laws 
Impofed  on  nature's  birth,  himfelf  the  caufe. 
By  her  own  miniftry  through  every  maze 
Nature  in  all  her  walks  unfeen  he  fways. 
Thefe  fpheres  ^  behold ;  the  firft  in  wide  embrace 
Surrounds  the  lefier  orbs  of  various  face  i 

The 

^  He  hM*  his  /^!a^/afe.^— Called  by  the  old  phiiofophers  and  fchool  di- 
vines xYitfenforiMm  of  the  Deity. 

■>  Tbi/e  fjphera  Sebald^^AccoTding  to  the  Peripatetics  the  univerfc  confid- 
ed of  eleven  fpheres  indofed  within  each  other,  as  Fan  (haw  has  famili- 
arly exprefled  it  by  a  fimile  which  he  has  lent  our  author.  The  firft  of 
thefe  ^heres,  he  iays, 

■   I    ■■■doth  fas  in  a  iftfl 

0/hicesJ  all  the  other  orbs  comprize 

In 
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The  Empyrean  this,  the  holieft  heaven, 

To  the  pure  fpirits  of  the  Weft  is  given : 

No  mortal  eye  its  fplendid  rays  may  bear, 

No  mortal  bofom  feel  the  raptures  there. 

The  earth  in  all  her  fiimmer  pride  array*d  * 

To  this  might  feem  a  drear  fepukhral  ihade.  ■   V! 

Unmoved  it  (lands :  within  its  (hining  frame. 

In  motion  fwifter  than  the  lightning's  flame. 

Swifter  than  fight  the  moving  parts  may  fpy. 

Another  fphere  whirls  round  its  rapid  iky. 

Hence  motion  °  darts  its  force,  impulfive  draws. 

And  on  the  other  orbs  impreiles  laws : 

.The 

In  their  accounts  of  this  firft  mentioiied,  but  eleTenth  Tphere,  which  they 
called  the  Empyrean  or  heaven  of  the  bleft,  the  diiciplesof  Ariftotle, 
and  the  Arab  Moors,  give  a  loofe  to  all  the  warmth  of  imajpnation.  And 
ieveral  of  the  <phriftian  fathers  applied  to  it  the  deicriptions  of  heaven  which 
are  found  in  the  holy  faiptore. 

■  ffefiee  ofotiom  darts  iU  force, — This  IS  the  tenth  fphere,  thtprbmum  mo- 
hiU  of  the  apcient  fyflem.  To  account  for  the  appearances  of  the  heavens^ 
the  Peripatetics  afcribed  double  motion  to  it.  While  its  influence  drew 
the  other  ofbs  from  eaft  to  weA,  they  fuppofed  it  had  amotion  of  tuown 
from  wefl  to  eafl.  To  effedt  this,  the  ponderous  wei^t  and  interpofition 
of  the  ninth  fphere,  or  cryfUlline  heaven,  was  ncceflary.  The  ancient 
aftronomers  obferved  that  the  ftars  fiiifted  their  places.  This  they  called 
the  motion  of  the  cryftalline  heaven,  exprefled  by  our  poet  at  the  rate  of 
one  pace  during  two  hundred  folar  years.  The  famous  Arab  a(hx>nomer 
Abulhafan,  in  his  work  entitled  Meadows  of  Gold,  calculates  the  revolu- 
tion of  this  fphere  to  confift  of  49,000  of  our  years.  But  modem  difcove- 
ries  have  not  only  corrected  this  calculation  f ,  but  have  alfo  afccrtained  the 

reaibn 

•f  However  deficient  the  aftronomy  of  Abulhafan  may  be,  it  is  nothing 

to  the  calculation  of  his  prophet  Mohammed,  who  tells  hisdifciples,  that 

the  liars  were  each  about  the  bignefs  of  an  houfe,  and  hung  from  the  iky 

on  chains  of  gold. 
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The  fun*s  bright  car  attentive  to  its  force 

Cives  night  and  day,  and  ihapes  his  yearly  courfe : 

Its  force  fhipendous  a&s  a  pondrous  fphere 

To  poife  its  fiiry  and  its  weight  to  bear : 

Slow  moves  that  pondrons  orb ;  the  ftiff*,  flow  pace 

One  ftep  fcarce  gains,  while  wide  his  annual  race 

Two  hundred  times  the  Am  triumphant  rides; 

The  cryftal  heaven  is  this,  whole  rigour  guides 

And  binds  the  ftarry  o  fphere :  that  fphere  behold. 

With  diamonds  fpangled,  and  emblazed  with  gold  ^ 

What  radiant  orbs  that  azure  fky  adoni. 

Fair  o'er  the  night  in  rapid  motion  borne ! 

Swift 


feafon  of  the  apparent  motion  of  the  fixt  (lars.  The  earth  is  not  a  per- 
fect fphere;  the  quantitjr  of  matter  is  greater  at  the  equator;  hence  the 
earth  turns  on  her  axis  in  a  rocking  motion,  fevoWing  round  the  axis  of  the 
ecliptic,  which  is  called  the  procelfion  of  the  equinoxes,  and  makes  the 
fiars  (eem  to  (hift  their  places  at  about  the  rate  of  a  degree  in  72  years;  ac* 
cording  to  which  all  the  (lars  feem  to  perform  one  rerolution  in  the  (j>aceof 
95,920  years,  after  which  they  return  exadly  to  the  fame  iituation  as  at 
the  beginning  of  this  period.  However  imperfedi  in  their  calculations,  the 
Chaldaic  aftronomers  perceived  that  the  motions  of  the  heavens  compofed 
•ne  great  revolution.  This  they  called  the  Afimtj  Magnusy  which  thofe  who 
did  not  under ftand  them  miftook  for  a  rcdoration  of  all  things  to  their  firft 
originals,  ^nd  that  the  world  was  at  that  period  to  begin  anew  in  every  rei^ 
peO.  Hence  the  old  Egyptian  notion,  that  every  one  was  at  the  end  of 
thirty-nine  thoufand  years  to  refume  every  circumftance  of  his  prefent  life, 
to  be  exaAly  the  fame  in  every  contingency.  And  hence  alfb  the  legends 
of  the  Bramins  and  Mandarins,  their  periods  of  millions  of  years,  and  the 
worlds  which  they  tell  us  are  already  paft,  and  eternally  to  fucceed  each 
otfcer. 

•  And  binds  the fiarrj  fphere.  This  was  called  the  firmament  or  eighth 
heaven.  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Mars,  Apollo,  Venus,  Mercury,  and  Diana, 
were  the  planets  which  gave  name  to,  and  thofe  orbits  compofed  the  other 
ipheresor  heavens. 


458  THE    LUSIAD.  mokx. 

Swift  as  they  trace  the  heaven's  deep  circling  line, 

Whirrd  on  their  proper  axles  bright  they  fhine. 

Wide  o'er  this  heaven  a  golden  belt  difplays 

Twelve  various  forms  s  behold  the  glittering  Maze ! 

Through  thefe  the  fun  in  annual  journey  towers. 

And  o'er  each  clime  their  various  tempers  pours* 

In  gold  and  filver  of  celeftial  mine 

How  rich  far  round  the  conftellations  fhine ! 

Lo,  bright  emerging  o'er  the  polar  tides 

In  fliining  froft  the  northern  P  chariot  rides : 

Mid  treafured  fnows  here  gleams  the  grifly  bear. 

And  icy  flakes  incruft  his  fliaggy  hair. 

Here  fair  Andromeda  of  heaven  beloved : 

Her  vengeful  fire,  and  by  the  gods  reproved 

Beauteous 

y  In  fihtmg  fnfi  tBe  mortherm  Aarkt  rkks4  Commonly  called  Charkl^ 
wain.  Of  Califto,  or  the  B^ar,  fee  the  note  on  page  113.  Andromeds 
wasthedanghterof  Cepheiu,  king  of  Ethiopia,  and  of  Cafliope.  CalGope 
boafted  that  (he  and  her  daughter  were  more  beautiful  than  Juno  and  the 
Nereids.  Andromeda,  to  appcaie  the  godde&,  was,  at  her  father*!  com* 
mand,  chained  to  a  rock  to  be  devoured  by  a  fea^'monfter,  but  was  faved 
by  Perfens,  who  obtained  of  Jupiter  that  all  the  family  fhould  be  placed 
among  the  Aars.  Orion  ¥^as  a  himter,  who,  for  an  attompt  on  Diana,  was 
flung  to  death  by  a  ferpcnt.  The  ftar  of  his  name  portends  tempefts.  The 
Dogs ;  fable  gives  this  honour  to  thofe  of  different  hunters.  The  faithful 
dog  of  Erigone,  however,  that  died  mad  with  grief  for  the  death  of  his 
miftrefi,  has  the  beft  title  to  prefide  over  the  dog*days.  The  Swan  ;  that 
whofe  form  Jupiter  botrowedto  enjoy  Leda.  The  Hare,  when  purfued  by 
Orion,  was  faved  by  Mercury,  and  placed  in  heaven,  to  Ggnify  chat  Mer- 
cury prefides  over  meUncholy  difpofttions.  The  lyre,  with  which  Orpheus 
charmed  Pluto.  The  Dragon,  which  guarded  the  golden  apples  of  the 
Hefperides,  and  the  (hip  Argo,  complete  the  number  of  the  cooftelUtions 
mentioned  by  Camoens.  If  our  author  has  blended  the  appearance  of  hea- 
ven with  thofe  of  the  painted  artificial  fphere,  it  is  in  the  manner  of  the 
clalTics.  Ovid,  in  particular,  thus  defcribes  the  heavens,  in  the  fecond  book 
of  his  Metamorphofes. 


} 


BOOK  X.  THE    LUSIAD.  459 

Beauteous  Calliope.    Here  fierce  and  red 

Portending  ftorms  Orion  lifts  his  head  ( 

And  here  the  dogs  their  raging  fury  fhed. 

The  fwan — fwcet  mclodift !  in  death  he  fings-^ 

The  milder  fwan  here  fpreads  his  filver  wings. 

Here  Orpheus'  Ijrt^  the  melancholy  hare. 

And  here  the  watchful  dragon's  eye-bails  glare ; 

And  Thefeus'  (hip.  Oh,  lefs  renown'd  than  thine, 

Shall  ever  o'er  thefe  fkies  illuftrious  fhine. 

Beneath  this  radianf  firmament  behold 

The  various  planets  in  their  orbits  roU'd : 

Here  in  cM  twilight  hoary  Saturn  rides, 

Here  Jove  (hines  mild,  here  fiery  Mars  prefides, 

Apollo  here  enthroned  in  light  appears 

The  eye  of  heai^en,  emblazer  of  the  fpheres ; 

Beneath  him  beauteous  glows  the  queen  of  love, 

The  proudcft  hearts  her  facred  influence  prove ; 

Here  Hermes  famed  for  eloquence  divine. 

And  here  Diana's  various  faces  (hine ; 

lioweft  ihe  rides,  and  through  the  fhadowy  night 

Pours  on  the  gliftening  earth  her  filver  light. 

Thefe  various  orbs,  behold,  in  various  fpeed 

Purfue  the  journeys  at  their  birth  decreed. 

Now  from  the  centre  far  impell'd  they  fly. 

Now  nearer  earth  they  fail  a  lower  Iky, 

A  fliorten'd  courfe :  fuch  are  their  laws  impreft 

By  God's  dread  will,  that  will  q  for  ever  beft. 

The 

<  —  Tmprefi  By  Goi*t  dread wiU^-^-'  Though  a  modem  narrative  of  bawdy- 
hoafe  adventures  in  the  South  Seas  by  no  means  requires  the  fuppofition  of  a 

particular 
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Thcydlow  earth,  the  centre  of  the  whole, 
There  lordly  refts  fuftain'd  on  either  pole. 
'The  limpid  air  enfolds  in  foft  embrace 
The  pondrous  orb,  and  brightens  o'er  her  face. 

Here 

pirticDlarproTidence,thatruppo(ition,  howerer,  is  abfolutely  nece(&ry  t« 
the  grandeur  of  an  epic  poem.  The  great  examples  of  Homer  and  Virgil 
prove  it ;  and  Camdeos  onderftood  and  felt  iu  force.  While  his  fleet 
combat  all  .the  horrors  of  unplowed  oceans,  we  do  not  view  his  heroes  as 
idle  wandeiers ;  the  care  of  heaven  gives  thcif  voyage  thegreatefl  import- 
ance. When  Gama  falls  on  his  knees  and  fpreads  his  hands  to  heaven  on 
the  diicovery  of  India,  we  ate  piefcnted  with  a  6gDre  infinitely  more  noble 
than  that  of  the  moft  fuccefsful  conqueror,  who  is  Aippofed  to  aA  under 
the  influence  .of -fatalifin  or  chance.  The  human  mind  is  confdous  of  its 
9wn  weaknefs.  It  expels  an  elevation  in  poetry,  and  demands  a  degree 
of  importance  {upcrior  to  the  caprices  of  unme^ing  accident.  The  poetical 
reader  cannot  admire  the  hero  who  is  fubjeA  to  fnch  blind  fortuity.  He 
appears  to  us  with  an  abje^  nninterefling  littleneis.  Our  poetical  ideas 
of  permanent  gceatnefs  demand  a  Gama,  a  hero  wboie  enterprifes  and 
who&  peribn  intered  the  care  of  heaven  and  the  happineft  of  his  people. 
Nor  muft  this  iiippofition  be  confined  merely  ;to  the  machinery.  The 
reafbn  why  it  pleafes  alio  requires  that  the  fuppofition  fliould  be  uniform 
throughout  the  whole  poem.  Virgil,  by  difmidmg  JEneas  through  the 
ivory  g»te  of  Elyfii^,  has  hinted  that  aU  -his  piAures  of  a  future  ftate 
were  merely  dreams,  and  has  thus  deftroyed  the  higheft  merit  of  the  coov* 
pliment  to  his  patron  Auguftus.  But  Camoens  has  certainly  been  more 
happy.  A  fair  opportunity  offered  itfelf  to  indulge  Xht  .opinions  ^f 
Lucretius  and  the  Academic  Grove ;  but  Camoens,  in  afcribing  the  govern- 
ment of  the  univerfe  to  the  will  of  God,  has  not  only  preferved  the  phi- 
lofophy  of  his  poem  perfeAly  uniform,  but  has  alio  fliewn  that  %ht  Peri- 
patetic fyftem  is,  in  this  inftance,  exactly  conformable  to  the  Newto- 
nian. But  this  leads  us  from  one  defence  of  our  anthor  to  auother.  We 
have  feen  that  the  fuppofition  of  a  providence  is  certainly  allowable  in  a 
poet :  nor  can  we  think  it  is  highly  to  be  blamed,  even  in  a  philofopher. 
The  Principia  of  Newton  offer,  what  feme  perhaps  may  efleem,  a  demon- 
flration  of  the  truth  of  this  opinion.  Matter  appeared  to  Sir  liaac  as  pof- 
fefled  of  no  property  but  one,  the  vu  inertia,  or  dead  inaAivlty.  Motioi;, 
the  centripetal  and  centrifugal  force,  appeared  therrfore  to  that  great 
man,  as  added  by  the  agency  of  fomething  diftindt  from  matter,  by  a  being 

of 
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Here  foftly  floating  o'er  the  aerial  blue, 
Fringed  with  the  purple  and  the  golden  hue. 
The  fleecy  clouds  their  fwelling  fides  difplay ; 
From  whence  fermented  by  the  fulph'rous  ray 

Thii 

of  other  propertied.  And  from  the  infinite  oombinatbns  of  the  uniirerfe 
united  in  one  great  dcCign,  he  inferred  the  omnipotence  and  omniicience 
of  that  primary  being. 

If  we  admit,  and  who  can  poiCbly  deny  it,  that  man  has  an  idea  of  right 
and  wrong,  and  a  power  of  agency  in  both,  he  is  then  a  moral,  or  in  other 
words,  a  realbnabie  agent ;  a  being  placed  in  circumftances,  where  his 
agency  is  infallibly  attended  with  degrees  of  happineis  or  mifery  infinitely 
more  real  and  durable  than  any  animal  fenfation.  Now  to  fuppofe  that 
the  being  who  has  piovided  for  every  want  of  animal  nature,  who  has  placed 
even  the  meaneft  infect  in  its  proper  line,  and  has  rendered -every  purpofe 
of  its  agency  or  exigence  complete,  to  fuppoie  that  he  has  placed  the  in- 
finitely fuperior  intelle^al  nature  of  man  in  an  agency  of  infinitely  greater 
coniequence,  but  an  agency  of  which  he  takes  no  fuperiutendance  to 
iuppofe  this,  is  only  to  fuppofe  that  the  author  of  nature  is  a  very  imper* 
fed  being.  For  no  proportion  can  be  more  felf-evident,  than  that  an  atten- 
tion to  the  mereft  comparative  trifles,  attended  with  a  negleO  of  infinitely 
greater  concerns,  implies  an  intelleAual  imperfeAion.  Yet  Ibme  philoib- 
phers,  who  tell  us  there  never  was  an  atheifl,  ibme  who  are  not  only  in 
raptures  with  the  great  machinery  of  the  univerfe,  but  are  loft  in  admira- 
tion at  the  admirable  adaption  of  an  oyfter-fhell  to  the  wants  of  the  animal ; 
fome  of  theie  philoibphers,  with  the  utmoft  contempt  of  the  contrary 
opinion,  make  no  fcruple  to  exclude  the  care  of  the  Deity  from  any  con- 
cern in  the  moral  world.  Dazzled,  perhaps,  by  the  mathematics,  the 
cafe  of  many  a  feeble  intelled ;  ot  bewildered  and  benighted  in  metaphy- 
lies,  the  cafe  of  many  an  ingenious  philofopher  ;  they  ereft  a  ftandard  of 
truth  in  their  own  minds,  and  utterly  forgetting  that  this  ftandard  muft  be 
founded  on  partial  views,  with  the  utmoft  aflbrance  they  reject  whatever 
does  not  agree  with  the  infallibility  of  their  beloved  teft.  There  is  another 
caft  of  philoibphers  no  lefs  ingenious,  whofe  minds,  abibrbed  in  the  in- 
numerable wonders  of  natural  enquiry,  can  perceive  nothing  but  a  god  of 
cockle- (hells,  and  of  grubs,  turned  into  butterflies.  Wilh  all  the  arrogance 
of  (upcfrior  knowledge  thefe  virtuoli  fmilc  at  the  opinion  which  interefts 
the  Deity  in  the  moral  happinefs  or  mifery  of  man.  Nay,  they  will 
gravely  tell  you,  that  fuch  mifery  or  happioefs  docs  not  exift.  At  eafe 
'  themfelTfs 
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The  lightnings  blaze^  and  heat  fpreads  wide  and  rare ; 
And  now  in  fierce  embrace  with  frozen  air. 
Their  wombs  compreft  foon  feelparturient  throws. 
And  white  wing*d  gales  bear  wide  the  teeming  (hows. 
Thus  cold  and  heat  their  warring  empires  hold, 
A  verfe  yet  mingling,  each  1^  each  controU'd  i 

The 

tkcmieWes  in  their  elbow  chain,  they  cannot  CQDcei?e  there  is  fuch  a 
thing  in  the  world  as  opprefled  innocence  feeling  its  only  coniblation  in  an 
appeal  to  heaven,  and  its  only  hope,  a  tnift  in  its  care.  Thongh  the  anther 
of  nature  has  placed  man  in  a  (late  of  moral  agency, and  made  his  h^pi- 
neis  ormifery  to  depend  upon  it,  and  though  every  page  of  human  hii^ 
tory  is  (lamed  with  the  te^s  of  injured  innocence  ^nd  the  triumphs  of 
guilt,  with  miferies  which  muft  aCe£t  a  moial  or  thinking  bemg,  yet  we 
have  befn  told  that  "  Grod  perceiveth  it  not,  and  that  what  mortals  call 
«  moral  evU  vaniihes  from  before  his  more  perfeA  (ight.*'  Thus  the  appeal 
Of  injured  innocence,  and  the  tear  of  bleeding  virtue  fall  unregarded,  nn- 
worthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Deityf .  Yet  with  what  raptures  do  thcCe 
enlarged  vixtnpii  behold  the  infinite  wifdora  and  care  of  their  Btel^gM, 
their  god  of  flies,  in  the  admirable  and  various  proviiion  he  had  made  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  eggs  of  vermin,  suid  the  generation  of  maggots. 

Much  more  might  be  (aid  in  proof  that  our  poet's  philofbphy  docs  not 
altogether  deferve  ridicule.  And  thofe  who  allow  a  general  but  deny  a  par- 
ticular providence,  will,  it  is  hoped,  excuTe  Camoeos,  on  the  confideration. 
that  if  we  eftimate  a  general  moral  providence  by  analogy  of  that  providence 
which  prefides  over  vegetable  and  animal  nature,  a  more  particular  one 
cannot  pofGbly  be  wanted.  If  a  particular  providence,  however  is  (till  denied, 
another  confideration  obtrudes  itfelf ;  if  one  pang  of  a  moral  agent  is  unre- 
garded, one  tear  of  injured  innocence  left  to  fall  unpitied  by  the  Deity,  if 
Ludit  in  bumtmh  Divina  potaUia  rdus,  the  confequence  is  that  the  human 
conception  can  form  an  idea  of  a  much  better  God  :  and  it  may  modcftly  be 
prefumed  we  may  hazard  the  laugh  of  the  wifcft  philofopher,  and  without 
fcruple  aflert,  that  it  is  impoflible  that  a  created  mind  (houid  conceive  an 
idea  of  perfeAion,  fuperior  to  that  which  isabfoiutely  pofTefl'tfd  by  the  crea- 
tor and  author  of  exiftence. 

f  Perhaps,  like  Lucretius,  feme  philoibphers  think  this  would  be  too 
much  trouble  to  the  Deity.  Bui  the  idea  of  trouble  to  the  divine  nature, 
is  much  the  fame  as  another  argument  of  the  fame  philosopher,  who  hav^ 
ing  aficrted,  that  before  the  creation  the  gods  could  not  know  what  diffe- 
rent feeds  would  produce,  from  thence  wifely  concludes,  ihat  the  world 
was  made  by  chance. 
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The  higheft  air  and  ocean's  bed  they  pierce. 
And  earth's  dark  centre  feels  their  ftruggles  fierce. 

The  feat  of  man,  the  earth's  fair  breaft,  behold ; 
Here  wood-crown'd  iflands  wave  their  locks  of  gold. 
Here  fpread  wide  continents  their  bofoms  green. 
And  hoary  ocean  heaves  his  bread  between. 
Yet  not  th'  inconftant  ocean's  furious  tide 
May  fix  the  dreadful  bounds  of  human  pride. 
What  madniag  feas  between  thefe  nations  roar ! 
Yet  Lufus'  hero-race  fliall  vifit  every  fhore. 
What  thoufand  tribes  whom  various  cuftoms  fway. 
And  various  rites,  thefe  countlefs  fhores  difplay  ! 
Queen  of  the  world,  fupreme  in  fhining  arms. 
Hers  every  art,  and  hers  all  wifdom's  charms,     ' 
Each  nation's  tribute  round  her  foot-ftool  fpread. 
Here  chriftian  Europe  ^  lifts  the  regal  head, 
Afric  »  behold,  alas,  what  alter'd  view ! 
Her  lands  uncultur'd,  and  her  fons  untrue  ; 
Ungraced  with  all  that  fweetens  human  life. 
Savage  and  fierce  they  roam  in  brutal  ftrife ; 
Eager  they  grafp  the  gifts  which  culture  yields, 
Yet  naked  roam  their  own  neglefted  fields. 

Lo, 

r  Here  CbriJiiaH  Europe  Vet  Europa  ClfrjjIun.-'^As  Europe  is  already 
defcribcd  in  the  third  LuHad,  tJiis  (hort  account  of  it  has  as  great  propriety, 
as  the  manner  of  it  has  dignity. 

■  jifru  heboid, — This  juft  and  ftrongly  pifturcfque  dcfcription  of  Africa 
is  finely  contrafled  with  the  charaOrr  of  Europe.  It  contains  alfba  roa(^ 
terly  compliment  to  the  expedition  of  Gama,  which  is  all  along  reprefcnted 
as  the  harbinger  aad  dilTufcr  of  the  blefOngs  of  civilization* 
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Lo,  here  enriched  with  hills  of  golden  ore, 

Monomotapa's  empire  hems  the  fhore. 

There  round  the  cape,  great  Afric's  dreadful  bound 

Array'd  in  ftorms,  by  you  firft  compafs'd  round  j 

Unnumber'd  tribes  as  beftial  grazers  fbray. 

By  laws  unformed,  unfbrm'd  by  reafon's  fway : 

Far  inward  ftretch  the  mournful  fteril  daies^ 

Where  on  the  parch'd  hill  fide  pale  famine  waib. 

On  gold  in  vain  the  naked  favage  treads ; 

Low  clay  built  hutsy  behold^  and  reedy  fheds. 

Their  dreary  towns.     Gonfalo's  '  zeal  ihall  glow 

To  thefe  dark  minds  the  path  of  light  to  ihew } 

His  toils  to  humanize  the  barbarous  mind 

Shall  with  the  martyr's  palms  his  holy  temples  bind. 

Great  Naya  u  too  fhall  glorious  here  difplay 

His  God's  dread  might :  behold,  in  black  array. 

Numerous  and  thick  as  when  in  evil  hour 

The  feather'd  race  whole  Harveft  fields  devour  j 

So  thick,  fo  numerous  round  Sofala's  towers 

Her  barbarous  hords  remotefl  Afric  pours. 

In 

«  Gwfalo\  KMolfiaU  glow Gonfalo  dc  SyWcyra,  a  Portuguefe  Jtfvk, 

^  ^555$  £tUed  from  Lifbon  on  a  miHioo  to  Monomotapa.  His  laboiin 
were  at  firfl  fuccefsful ;  but  ere  he  efle^d  any  regular  eftablUhment  he  was 
mardered  by  the  barbarians.    Caftera  abridged. 

»»  Great  Naya  IO0— Don  Pedro  dc  Naya In  1505  he  ercded  a  fort 

in  the  kingdom  of  Sofala,  which  is  fubjeA  to  Monomotapa.  Six  thoniand 
Moots  and  Cafres  laid  fiege  to  this  garrifon,  which  he  defended  with  only 
thirty-five  men.  After  having  feveral  times  fuffcred  by  unexpeAcd  falliesy 
the  barbarians  fled,  exclaiming  to  their  king,  that  he  had  led  them  tofi^t 
again  ft  God.    See  Faria. 
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In  vain ;  heavw's  vengeance  on  their  faah  impreftf 

They  fly,  wide  fcatter'd  as  the  driving  mift. 

Lo,  Quama  therCj  and  there  the  fertile  Nile, 

Corft  with  that  gorging  fiend  the  crocodile, 

Wind  their  long  way:  the  parent  lake  behold. 

Great  Nilus'  fount,  unfeen,  unknown  of  old. 

From  whence  difiufing  plenty  as  he  glides. 

Wide  AbyiBnia's  realm  the  ftream  divides. 

In  AbyfBnia  r  heaven's  own  altars  blaze. 

And  hallowed  anthems  chant  Mefliah's  praife* 

in  Nile's  wide  breaft  the  ifle  of  Meroe  fee! 

Near  thefe  rude  ihores  an  hero  fpning  from  thee. 

Vol.  II.  H  h  Thy 


*  Im  AhyJJima  htanettt  9wm  tdiars  Uaze.  <  Chriftiapity  wu  planted  here 
in  the  firil  centory ,  bnt  mixed  with  many  Jewi(b  rites  unufed  by  other  Chri^ 
tians  of  the  Eaft.  This  appears  to  give  fome  comitenance  to  the  preten- 
fions  of  their  emperors^  who  claim  their  defcent  from  Solomon  and  the 
queen  of  Sheba,  and  at  ieaft  reminds  us  of  ACis  8.  27.  where  we  are  told, 
that  the  treafurer  of  the  queen  of  Ethiopia  came  to  worihip  at  Jerofalem. 
Innumerable  monaflcries,  we  are  told,  are  in  this  country.  But  the  clergy 
are  very  ignorant,  and  the  laity  grofs  barbarians.  Much  has  been  faid  of 
the  hill  Amara, 

Where  AbyiGn  kings  their  ifliie  guard—— 

^  —  —  ^    by  fome  fuppofed 
True  Paradife,  under  tl^e  Ethiop  line 
By  Nilus  head,  indofed  with  fluning  rock, 
A  whole  day's  journey  high.— —-Milton. 

and  where,  according  to  Urreta,  a  Spanilh  Jefuit,  is  the  library  founded  by 
the  queen  of  Sheba,  and  encreafed  with  all  thofe  writings,  of  which  we 
have  either  pofleflion  or  only  the  names.  The  works  of  Noah,  and  the 
lectures  on  the  mathematics  which  Abraham  read  in  the  plains  of  Mamre, 
are  here.  And  fo  many  are  the  volumes,  that  aoo  monks  are  employed  as 
librarians.  It  is  needlefs  to  add,  that  Father  Urreta  is  a  fecond  Sir  John 
Mandevylle. 
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Thy  fon,  >  brave  Gam  A,  fhall  his  lineage  fhew 

In  glorious  triumphs  o'er  the  Paynim  foe* 

There  by  the  rapid  Ob,  her  friendly  breaft 

Melinda  fpreads,  thy  place  of  grateful  reft. 

Cape  Aromata  there  the  gulph  defends. 

Where  by  the  Red  Sea  wave  great  Airic  ends^ 

niuftrious  Suez,  feat  of  heroes  old,. 

Famed  Hierapolis,  high-tower'd,  behold. 

Here  Egypt's  fhelter'd  fleets  at  anchor  ride. 

And  hence  in  fquadrons  fweep  the  eaftem  tide. 

And  lo,  the  waves  that  aVd  by  Mofcs*  rod. 

While  the  dry  bottom  Ifrael's  armies  trod. 

On  either  hand  roird  back  their  frothy  mighty 

And  ftood  like  hoary  rocks  in  cloudy  height. 

Here  Afia,  rich  in  every  precious  mine. 

In  realms  immenfe,  begins  her  wcftern  line. 

Sinisii  behold,  whole  trembling  cliffs  of  yore 

In  fire  and  darknefs,  deep  pavilioned,  bore 


The 


•  Tby/otiy  hram  GdJiw.— — When  Don  Stephen  dcGama  was  governor  of 
India,  the  Chriftian  Emperor  and  Emprcfs-mother  of  Ethiopia,  folidted 
the  affiftancc  of  the  Portugucfe  againft  the  ufurpations  of  the  Pagan  king 
of  Zcyla.  Don  Stephen  fcnt  his  brother  Don .  ChriftoTal  with  500  men. 
The  prodipcs  of  their  valour  aftonilhed  the  Ethiopians.  But  after  having 
twice  defeated  the  tyrant*  and  reduced  his  gixsat  army  to  the  laft  cictreniity^ 
Don  Chriftoval,  urged  too  far  by  the  impetuofity  of  his  youthful  valour» 
was  token  prifoner.  He  was  brought  before  the  ufurpcr,  and  put  to 
death  in  the  moft  cruel  manner.  Waxed  threads  were  twifted  with  his 
beard  and  afterwards  fct  on  fire.  He  was  then  dipped  b  boilmg  wax,  and 
at  leaft  beheaded  by  the  hand  of  the  tyrant.  The  Portuguefc  efteem  him 
a  martyr,  and  iay  that  his  torments  and  death  were  mBiacd  bccaufc  he 
would  not  renounce  the  faith.    Sec  Faria  y  Sou/a. 
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The  Hebrews'  God,  whfle  day  with  awful  brow 

Gleam'd  pale  on  Ifrael's  wandering  tents  below* 

The  pilgrim  now  the  lonely  hill  afcends. 

And  when  the  evening  raven  homeward  bends. 

Before  the  virgin-martyr's  t  tomb  he  pays 

His  mournful  vcfpers  and  his  vows  of  praife. 

Gidda  behold,  and  Aden's  parch'd  domain 

Girt  by  Arzira's  rock,  where  never  rain 

Yet  fell  from  heaven ;  where  never  from  the  dale 

The  cryftal  rivulet  murmured  to  the  vale. 

The  three  Arabias  here  their  breafts  unfold. 

Here  breathing  incenfe,  here  a  rocky  wold  ; 

O'er  Dofiur's  plain  the  richeft  incenfe  breathes. 

That  round  the  facred  fhrine  its  vapour  wreathes  ^ 

Here  the  proud  war  flced  glories  in  his  force. 

As  fleeter  than  the  gale  he  holds  the  courfe. 

Here,  with  his  fpoufe  and  houfhold  lodged  in  wains. 

The  Arab's  camp  (hifts  wandering  o'er  the  plains. 

The  merchant's  dfead,  what  time  from  eaflem  foil 

His  burthen'd  camels  feek  the  land  of  Nile. 

H  h  2  Here 

*  Befort  tie  wrgin»martyr  t  /om^.— He  mud  be  a  dull  reader  indeed  who 
cannot  perceive  and  reli(h  the  amazing  variety  which  prevails  in  our  poet. 
In  every-  page  it  appears.  In  the  hiftorical  narrative  of  wars,  where  it  is 
mofl  necefTary,  yet  from  the  famenefs  of  the  fubjeA,'  moft  difficult  to  at« 
tain,  our  author  always  attains  it  with  the  mod  graceful  eafe.  In  the  de- 
fcription  of  countries  he  not  only  follows  the  manner  of  Homer  and  Virgil, 
not  only  difHnguKhes  each  region  by  its  mod  ftrikmg  chaia^riflic,  but  he 
al(b  diverfifies  his  geography  with  other  incidents  introduced  by  the  men- 
tion of  the  place.  St.  Catharine,  Virgin  and  Martyr,  according  to  Ro* 
mi(h  hidories,  was  buried  on  Sinai,  where  a  chapel  which  bears  her  name 
(!iU  remains. 
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Here  Rofalg^te  and  Fartfaac  ftretch  thck  anm. 

And  point  to  Ortnaz,  famed  for  wane's  alarms  i 

Ormoz,  decreed  fiiU  oft  to  quake  witk  dread 

Beneath  the  Lufian  heroes'  hoftife  tread. 

Shall  fee  the  Turkifh  moons  with  llaugfater  gor^d 

Shrink  from  the  lightning  of  De  Branco's  *  fword. 

There  on  the  gulph  that  laves  the  Perfian  ihore. 

Far  through  the  furgcs  bends  Cape  Afabore. 

There  Barem's  '  ifle ;  her  rocks  wkh  diamonds  blaze> 

And  emulate  Aurora's  glittering  rays* 

From  Barem's  fliore  Euphrates'  flood  is  feen. 

And  Tygris'  waters,  through  the  waves  of  greea 

In  yellowy  currents  many  a  league  extend. 

As  with  the  darker  waves  averfe  they  blend. 

Loy  Periia  there  her  empire  wide  unfolds  ! 

In  tented  camp  his  ftate  the  monarch  holds : 

Her  warrior  fons  difdain  the  arms  of  y  fire. 

And  with  the  pointed  fieel  to  fame  afpire ; 

Their 


*  »^— i)«  Sra/ico*jfw0rd,'^'Don  Pedro  de  Caflcl-Bnuico.  He  obtained  a 
great  vi£tory,  near  Ormuz,  over  the  combined  fleets  of  the  Moors,  Turks^ 
and  Perfians. 

'  Hgrt  Barem's  ijle  The  ifland  of  Batem  is  fituated  in  the  Perfian 
gulph,  near  the  influx  of  the  Euphrates  and  Tygris.  It  is  celebrated  for 
the  plenty,  variety,  and  fineneis  of  its  diamonds. 

▼  Her  warrior  fons  difdain  the  arms  ^/«.— This  was  thechara£^  of  the 
Perfians  when  Gama  arrived  in  the  Eaft.  Yet  though  they  thought  it 
diflionourablc  to  ufe  the  muiket,  they  edeemed  it  no  difgrace  to  rufli  from 
a  thicket  on  an  unarmed  foe.  This  reminds  one  of  the  fpirit  of  the  old 
romance.  Orlando  having  taken  the  firft  invented  cannon  from  the  king 
of  Friza,  throws  it  into  the  fca  with  the  moft  heroic  execrations.  Yet  the 
heroes  of  chivalry  think  it  no  difgrace  to  take  every  advantage  afforded  by 
invulnerable  hides,  and  inchanted  armour. 
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Their  ipringy  fhouldcrs  ftretching  to  the  blow. 

Their  fweepjr  fabres  hew  the  fhrieking  foe. 

There  Genim's  ifle  the  hoary  ruin « wears 

Where  Time  has  trod :  there  fhall  the  dreadful  fpears 

Of  Soufa  and  Menezes  (farew  the  fhore 

With  Periian  fabres^  and  embathe  with  gore. 

CarpeHa's  cape,  and  fad  Carmania^s  ftrand. 

There  parch'd  aiid  bare  their  dreary  waftes  expandi 

A  fairer  landfcape  here  delights  the  view  ; 

From  thefe  green  hills  beneath  the  clouds  of  blue» 

The  Indus  and  the  Ganges  roll  the  wave, 

And  many  a  fmiling  field  propitious  lave. 

Luxurious  here  Ulcinda's  harvefls  fmile. 

And  here,  difdainful  of  the  Teaman's  toil. 

The  whirling  tides  of  Jaquet  furious  roar ; 

Alike  their  rage  when  fwelling  to  the  ihore, 

Qr  tumbling  backward  to  the  deep,  they  force 

The  boiling  fury  of  their  gulphy  courfe : 

Againft  their  headlong  rage  nor  oars  nor  fails, 

The  ftemming  prow  alone,  hard  toiled,  prevails. 

Cambaya  here  begins  her  wide  domain ; 

A  thoufand  cities  here  fhall  own  the  reign 

Of 


•  There  Gertms  iJU  the  hoary  nam  tueart^  zxthere  time  has  trod,  Prefiim* 
ing  on  the  ruins  which  are  found  on  this  ifland,  the  natitres  pretend  that  the 
Armuzia  of  Pliny  and  Strabo  was  here  iituated.  But  this  is  a  miftakc,  for 
that  city  flood  on  the  continent.  The  Moors,  however,  have  boilt  a  city 
in  this  iile,  which  they  call  by  the  andent  oamet 
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Of  Liiboa's  monarchs :  He  who  firft  ihall  crown 

Thy  « labours,  Gam  a,  here  ihall  boaft  his  own. 

The  lengthening  fea  that  wafhes  India's  ftrand 

And  laves  the  cape  that  points  to  Ceylon's  land, 

(The  Taprobanian  ifle,  renown'd  of  yore) 

Shall  fee  his  enfigns  blaze  from  fhore  to  ihore* 

Behold  how  many  a  realm  array'd  in  green 

The  Ganges'  fhore  and  Indus'  bank  between  1 

Here  tribes  unniimber'd  and  of  various  lore 

With  woeful  penance  fiend-like  fhapes  adore ; 

Some  Macon's  ^  orgies,  all  confefs  the  fway 

Of  rites  that  fhun,  like  trembling  ghofb,  the  day. 

Narfinga's  fair  dcvnain  behold ;  of  yore 

Here  fhone  the  gilded  towers  of  Meliapo;'e« 

Here  India's  angels  weeping  o'er  c  the  tomb 

Where  Thomas  fleeps,  implore  the  day  to  come. 

The 

*  He  ivhofrftJbaU crown  tby  labours^  Gtfm^z.— Pedro  dc  Cabral,  of  whom 
Ice  the  preface. 

^  Some  Macon  t  orgies,  Macon,  a  name  of  Mecca,  the  birth  place  of 
Mohammed. 

*  —  the  tomb  where  Thomas ^eept.  There  are,  to  talk  in  the  Indian 
ftyle,  a  eafl  of  gentlemen,  whofe  hearts  are  all  impartiality  and  candour  to 
every  religion,  except  one,  the  moft  moi-al  one  which  ever  the  world  knew. 
A  tale  of  a  Brahmin  or  a  priefl  of  Jupiter  would  to  them  appear  worthy  of 
poetry.  But  to  introduce  an  apoftle  Common  fenfe,  however,  will 
prevail ;  and  the  epifode  of  St.  Thomas  will  appear  to  the  true  critic  equal 
in  dignity  and  propriety.     In  propriety,  for 

To  renew  and  complete  the  labours  of  the  apodle,  the  meflenger  of  hea- 
ven, is  the  gi'cat  defign  of  the  hero  of  the  poem,  and  of  the  future  mi  (li- 
ons in  confeqoence  of  the  difcoveries  which  are  the  fubjeA  'of  it. 

The  ChriAianS  of  St.  Thomas,  found  in  Malabar  on  the  arrrralof  Oama» 
we  have  already  mentioned  in  the  preface :  but  fome  farther  account  of 

that 
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The  day  foretold  when  India's  utmoft  fhore 
Again  ihall  hear  MefEah's  blifsful  lore. 

By 


that  fubjed  will  certainly  be  agreeable  to  the  curioas.  The  Jefuit  miflio- 
narks  have  given  moft  pompous  accounts  of  the  Chriftian  antiquities  of  In- 
dia and  China.  When  the  Portugucfc  arrived  in  India,  the  head  of  the 
Malabar  Chriftians,  named  Jacob,  ftiled  himfelf  MetropoIiUn  of  India  and 
China.  And  a  Chaldaic  breviary  f  of  the  Indian  Chriftians  offers  praife 
to  God  for  fending  St.  Thomas  to  India  and  China.  In  1625,  in  digging 
for  a  foundation  near  Sigaiifii,  metropolis  of  the  province  of  Xaifif  was 
found  a  ftone  with  a  crois  on  it,  full  of  Chinefe,  and  ibme  Syriac  charac- 
terSy  conuining  the  names  of  bifliops,  and  an  account  of  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion, **  that  it  was  brought  from  Judea ;  that  having  been  weakened,  it 
«*  was  renewed  mider  the  reign  of  the  great  Tom"  (cir.  A.  D.  630.)  But 
the  Chriftians,  (ay  the  JeAiits,  Tiding  with  the  Tartars,  cir.  A,  D.  iToo, 
were  extirpated  by  the  Chinefe.  In  1543,  Femand  Pinto,  obferving  fome 
ruins  near  Peking,  was  told  by  the  people,  that  aoo  years  before,  a  holy 
man,  who  worfhipped  Jefus  Cfarift,  bom  of  a  virgin,  lived  there ;  and  be* 
log  murdered,  was  thrown  into  a  river,  but  his  body  would  not  fink ;  and 
ibon  after  the  city  was  deftroyed  by  an  earthquake.  The  fame  Jefuit  found 
people  at  Caminam  who  knew  the  doctrines  of  Chriftianity,  which  they  iaid 
were  preached  to  their  fathers  by  John  the  diiciple  of  Thomas.  In  1635^ 
ibme  heathens  by  night  paHing  through  a  village  in  the  province  of  Fokien, 
£iw  ibme  (lones  which  emitted  light,  under  which  were  found  the  figure  of. 
erodes.  From  China,  St.  Thomas  returned  to  Meliapore  in  Malabar,  at  a 
time  when  a  prodigious  beam  of  timber  floated  on  the  fea  near  the  coaft. 
The  king  endeavoured  to  bring  it  afhore,  but  all  the  force  of  men  and  ele- 
phants was  in  vain.  St.  Thomas  defired  leave  to  build  a  church  with  it,  and 
immediately  dragged  it  to  (hore  with  a  (ingle  thread.  A  church  was  built, 
and  the  king  baptized.  This  enraged  the  Brahmins,  the  chief  of  whom  kill- 
ed his  own  fon,  and  accufed  Thomas  of  the  murder.  Bat  the  iaiftt,  by  re- 
ftortng  the  youth  to  life,  difcovered  the  wickednefs  of  his  enemies.  He  was 
afterwards  killed  by  a  lance  while  kneeling  at  the  altar ;  after,  according  to 
tradition,  he  had  builc  3300  (lately  churches,  many  of  which  were  rebuilt, 
cir.  800,  by  an  Armenian,  named  Thomas  Cannaneus.  In  15*3,  the  body 
of  the  apoftle,  with  the  head  of  the  lance  befide  him,  was  found  in  his 

church 

f  The  exiftcnce  of  this  breviary  is  a  certain  fa^.    Thcfe  Chriftians  had 
'    the  (bripture  aifo  in  the  Chaldaic  language. 
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By  Indus'  banks  the  holy  prophet  trod, 
And  Ganges  heard  him  preach  the  Saviour  Gdd  v 
Where  pale  difeafe  ercwhUe  the  cheek  confumed^ 
Health  at  his  word  in  ruddy  fragrance  bloom'd ; 
The  grave's  dark  womb  his  awful  voice  obe/d. 
And  to  the  cheerful  day  reftored  the  dead ; 

By 

church  by  D.  Duarte  de  Mcncfcfc  *,  aad  in  1558  was  by  D.  Coii(laatiiie  dc 
Braganza  removed  to  Goa.  To  thcfe  accounts,  fele^^ed  fn>m  Fmriay  Smfs^ 
let  two  from  Oforhis  be  added.  When  Martin  Alonio  de  SooEft  was  fke- 
Toy,  ibme  brazen  tables  were  brought  to  him,  infcribed  with  uniifiiAl  charao* 
ters,  which  were  explained  by  a  learned  Jew,  and  unported  that  St.  Tbo* 
mas  had  built  a  church  in  Mcliapore  And  by  an  account  fent  t*  Cardiiuil 
Henrico,  by  the  Bp.  of  Cochin,  in  1561,  when  the  Portugutfe  repured 
the  ancient  chapel  of  St.  Thomas,  f  there  was  Cound  a  (lone  cfoft  wkh  k- 
veral  chara^ers  on  it,  which  the  befl  antiquarians  cotdd  not  internet,  tiU 
at  lad  a  Brahmin  tran dated  it,  <*  That  in  the  reign  of  Sag^m,  Tiiontf  was 
fcnt  by  the  Son  of  God,  whoie  difciple  he  was,  to  teach  the  kwo£  heafed 
m  India;  that  he  boilt  a  church,  .and  was  killed  by  a  Bramtn  at  the  altar.*' 
A  view  of  Portuguefe  Afia,  which  mad  include  the  labours  of  the  JefiiitSf 
forms  a  neceflary  part  in  the  comment  on  the  Itufiad :  This  note,  there-" 
ibre,  and  fbme  obvious  reHedtions  upon  it,  arc  in  place.  It  is  as  eafy  to 
bury  an  infcription  and  find  it  again,  as  it  is  to  invent  a  filly  tale ;  but 
though  fufpicion  of  fraud  on  the  one  hand,  and  filly  abfurdity  on  tht  other, 
lead  us  to  deipilc  the  authority  of  the  Jefuits,  yet  one  iwCt  remains  indif^ 
putabie.  Chridianity  had  been  much  better  known  in  the  Bad,  feverU 
centuries  before,  than  it  was  at  the  arrimL  of  Gama.  Where  thtf  wmmt 
was  unknown,  and  where  the  Jediits  were  unconcerned,  erodes  were  found. 
The  long  exidence  of  the  Chridians  of  St.  Thomas  in  the  midd  of  a  vad 
Pagan  empire,  proves  that  the  learned  of  that  empire  mud  have  ibme 
knowledge  of  their  do^ines.  And  thefe  fafls  give  countenance  to  fbme 
material  conje^ares  concerning  the  religion  of  the  Brahmins.  For  thefe  we 
fhall  give  icopt  immediately. 

•f  This  was  a  very  ancient  building,  in  the  very  fird  dyle  of  Chridian 
churches.  The  Portuguclc  have  now  disfigured  it  with  their  repaiis  and 
new  buildings* 
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By  heavenly  power  he  reared  the  facrcd  flirinc. 

And  gained  the  natiom  by  his  life  divme. 

The  priefts  of  Brahma's  hidden  rites  beheld. 

And  envy's  bittercft  gall  their  bofoms  fwell'd. 

A  thoufand  deathfiil  fnares  in  vain  they  fpread ; 

When  now  the  chief  that  wore  the  triple  <*  thread, 

Fired 

*  fFhem  MOW  tBt  chufivBo  wffte  the  trijtle  A5r«w/.— -Of  this,  thus  Oforkts  ; 
**  Ter/tafia  ah  bumero  dextero  im  lotus  Jinijirum  gerumt,  ta  deftgnetd  trituum  in  tut- 
tura  dhfuta  rationem"  They  fihe  BrabmituJ  wear  three  threads,  which  reach 
from  the  right  (houlder  to  the  left  fide,  as  (ignificant  of  the  trinal  difttno 
tion  in  the  divine  nature."  That  fome  fe^  of  the  Brahmins  wear  a  /ym- 
boiical  teflera  of  three  thifeads,  is  acknowledged  on  all  hands ;  but  from 
whatever  the  cuftom  arofe,  it  Is  not  to  be  fuppoied  that  the  Brahmins,  who 
have  thouiands  of  ridiculous  contradictory  legends,  fliould  agree  in  their 
accounts  o|  explanations  of  it.  Faria  fays,  that  according  to  the  iacred 
books  of  the  Malabrkns,  the  religion  of  the  Brahmins  proceeded  from  fiOi- 
ermen,  who  left  the  charge  of  the  temples  to  their  fucceflbts,  on  condition 
they  (hould  wear  ibme  threads  of  their  nets,  in  remembrance  of  their  ori* 
ginal.  Their  accounts  of  a  divine  perfon  having  affumed  human  nature  are 
innumerable.  And  the  God  Brahma,  as  obierved  by  Cudworth,  is  gene- 
rally mentioned  as  united  in  the  government  of  the  univerfe  with  two 
others,  {bmetimes  of  different  names.  They  have  alfo  images  with  three 
heads  rifing  out  of  one  body,  which  they  fay  reprefent  the  divine  nature. 
The  Platonic  idea  of  a  Trinity  of  divine  attributes  was  well  known  to  the 
ancients,  before  the  various  imitations  of  Chriftian  mythology  exided ;  and 
every  nation  has  a  trinity  of  fuperior  deities.  Even  the  wild  Americans 
had  their  0/ro»,  Mejauy  and  Atabaitfai  yet  perhaps  the  Athanafian  con- 
troverfy  offers  a  fairer  field  to  the  conje£luri(l.  That  controverfy  for  fcve- 
[ral  ages  engrofTed  the  convcrfation  of  the  Eaft.  All  the  fubtilty  of  the 
Greeks  was  called  forth,  and  no  fpeculative  contefl  was  ever  more  univer- 
fally  or  warmly  diiputed  ;  to  warmly,  that  it  is  a  certain  faA  that  Moham- 
med, by  inferting  into  his  Koran  Ibme  declarations  in  favour  of  the  Arians, 
gained  innumerable  pit)felytcs  to  his  new  religion.  Abyfljnia,  Egypt, 
Syria,  Perfia,  and  Armenia,  were  perplexed  with  this  unhappy  difpute, 
and  from  the  earliefl  times  thefe  countries  have  had  a  commercial  inter- 
courfe  with  India.  And  certain  it  Is,  the  Brahmin  theology  has  undergone 
confiderable  alterations,  of  much  bter  date  than  the  Chriftian  sra.  See 
the  Enquiry,  &c.  end  of  Lufiad  VII. 
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Fired  by  the  rage  that  gnaws  the  confcious  breaft 

Of  holy  fraud,  when  worth  fhines  forth  confcft. 

Hell  he  invokes,  nor  hell  in  vain  he  fues ; 

His  fon's  life-gore  his  wither'd  hands  imbrues ; 

Then  bold  afTuming  the  vindiftive  ire. 

And  all  the^  paflions  of  the  wofiil  fire. 

Weeping  he  bends  before  the  Indian  throne. 

Arraigns  the  holy  man,  and  wails  his  fon : 

A  band  of  hoary  priefts  atteft  the  deed. 

And  India's  king  condemns  the  feer  to  bleed. 

Infpired  by  heaven  the  holy  vi6lim*ftands. 

And  o'er  the  murder'd  corfe  extends  his  hands. 

In  God's  dread  power,  thou  flaughter'd  youth,  arife. 

And  name  thy  murderer ;  aloud  he  cries. 

When,  dread  to  view,  the  deep  wounds  inftant  clofe. 

And  freih  in  life  the  flaughter'd  youth  arofe, 

And  named  his  treacherous  fire :  the  confcious  air 

Quiver'd,  and  awfiil  horror  raifed  the  hair 

On  every  head.     From  Thomas  India's  king 

The  holy  fprinkling  of  the  living  fpring 

Receives,  and  wide  o'er  all  his  regal  bounds 

The  god  of  Thomas  every  tongue  refounds. 

Long  taught  the  holy  feer  the  words  of  life : 

The  priefts  of  Brahtpa  ftill  to  deeds  of  ftrifc. 

So  boiled  their  ire,  the  blinded  herd  impell'd. 

And  high  to  deathful  rage  their  rancour  fwell'd. 

*Twas  on  a  day,  when  melting  on  his  tongue 

Heaven's  offcr'd  mercies  glow'd,  the  impious  throng 

Rifing 
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Riiing  in  madning  tempeft  round  him  fhower^d 

The  {plinter'd  flint;   in  vain  the  flint  was  pour'd* 

But  heaven  had  now  his  finifli'd  labours  feal'd ; 

His  angel  guards  withdraw  th'  ethereal  fliteld  i 

A  Bramin*s  javelin  tears  his  holy  breaft 

Ah  heaven,  what  woes  the  widowed  land  expreft ! 

Thee,  Thomas,  «  thee,  the  plaintive  Ganges  mourn'd, 

And  Indus'  banks  the  murmuring  moan  retum'd ; 

O'er  every  valley  where  thy  footfteps  flra/d. 

The  hollow  winds  the  gliding  fighs  conve/d. 

What  woes  the  mournful  face  of  India  wore, 

Thele  woes  in  living  pangs  his  people  bore. 

His  Tons,  to  whofe  illumined  minds  he  gave 

To  view  the  rays  that  Ihine  beyond  the  grave. 

His  paftoral  fons  bedew'd  his  corfe  with  tears ; 

While  high  triumphant  through  the  heavenly  (jpheres. 

With  fongs  of  joy  the  fmiling  angels  wing 

His  raptured  fpirit  to  th'  eternal  king. 

O  you,  the  followers  of  the  holy  fcer, 

Foredoom'd  the  flirines  of  heaven's  own  lore  to  rear. 

You 


*  Tbft^  Tbomaty  tbee,  thefiiawtiw  Ganges  mournJ.^^Thc  ▼crfification  of 
the  original  is  here  exceedingly  6ne.  Eiren  thofe  who  are  unacquainted 
with  the  Portugucfe  may  perceive  it. 

'  Choraraotc  Thome,  o  Gange,  o  Indo, 
Choroute  toda  a  terra,  que  pifafte ; 
Mas  mais  te  chorao  as  almas,  que  veftindo 
Se  hiao  da  Santa  F^,  que  Ihe  enfinafle : 
Mas  OS  anjos  de  ceo  cantando,  &  rindo. 
Tc  rcccbcm  na  gloria  — — — 
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You  fent  by  heaven  his  labours  to  renew. 
Like  him,  ye  Lufians,  flinpleft  truth  ^  purfue. 

Vain 


'Like  him,  ye  Luftansy^wtpUfi  truth purfui.'^-^AX,  is  now  the  time  to  fum  np 
what  has  been  faid  of  the  labours  of  the  Jefuits.  Diametrically  oppofite 
to  this  advice  was  their  conda£l  in  every  Afiatic  country  where  they  pre- 
tended to  propagate  the  gofpel.  Sometimes  we  find  an  individual  fincere 
and  pious,  but  the  great  principle  which  always  a^biated  them  as  an  united 
body  was  the  luft  of  power  and  fecular  emolument,  the  pofleffion  of  wbich 
they  thought  could  not  be  better  fecurcd,  than  by  rendering  themfelves  of 
the  utmofl  importance  to  the  fee  of  Rome.  Before  the  inditution  of  the 
focietyof  Jefus,  the  Portngucfe  priefts  gave  evident  proofs  of  their  fiiicerity« 
and  Cubilonez,  who  came  to  India  as  father  confeflbr  to  Gama,  was  iode» 
fatigable  in  his  labours  to  convert  the  Indians.  But  when  the  JcAiits  arrived 
about  fifty  years  after,  a  rcw  method  was  purfued.  Wherever  thef 
came,  their  fird  care  was  to  find  what  were  the  great  obje^  of  the  fear 
and  adoration  of  the  people.  If  the  Sun  was  edeemed  the  giver  of  life,  Je- 
fus Chrift  was  the  fon  of  that  luminary,  and  they  were  his  younger  bre- 
thren, fent  to  inftruft  the  ignorant.  If  the  barbarians  were  in  dread  of 
evil  fpirits,  Jefus  Chrifl  came  on  purpofe  to  banifli  them  from  the  world, 
had  driven  them  from  Europe  f ,  and  /the  Jefuits  were  fent  to  the  Baft  to 
complete  his  unfinilhed  miflion.  If  the  Indian  converts  ftill  retained  a  ve- 
neration for  the  powder  of  burned  cow-dung,  the  Jefuits  made  the  fign  of 
the  crofs  over  it,  and  the  Indian  befmeaf  ed  himfelf  with  it  as  ufoal.  Hea« 
ven,  or  univerfal  matter,  they  told  the  Chinefe,  was  the  God  of  the  Chrif^ 
tians,  and  the  faciifices  of  Confucios  were  folemnizcd  in  the  churches  of 
the  Jefuits.  This  worfiiip  of  Confucius,  Voltaire  (Gen.  Hid.)  with  his 
iwmtei  accuracy  denies.  But  he  ought  to  have  known,  that  this,  with  the 
worship  of  Tien  or  Heaven,  had  been  long  complained  of  at  the  court  of 
Rome,  (fee  Dupin)  and  that  after  the  ftri(5lcft  fcrutiny  the  charge  was  fully 
proved,  and  Clement  XI.  in  1703,  fent  Cardinal  Tournon  to  the  imall  re- 
mains of  the  Jefuits  in  the  £afl  with  a  papal  decree  to  reform  thcfe  abufcs. 
But  the  Cardinal,  foon'  after  his  arrival,  was  poifoncd  in  Siam  by  the  holy 
fathers.    Xavier,  and  the  other  Jefuits  who  fucceeded  him,  by  the  dextrous 

ufc 

t  This  trick,  it  is  faid,  has  been  played  in  America  within  thefe  twenty 
years,  where  the  notion  of  evil  fpirits  gives  the  poor  Indians  their  greatcft 
mifery.  The  French  JeiUits  told  the  fix  nations,  that  Jefus  Chrilt  was  a 
Frenchman,  and  had  driven  all  evil  dzmons  from  France ;  that  he  had  a 
great  love  tor  tjie  Indians,  whom  he  intended  alfo  to  deliver,  but  taking  Eng« 
land  in  his  way,  he  was  crucified  by  the  wicked  Londoners. 
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Vain  is  the  impious  toil  with  borrowed  graces 
To  deck  one  feature  of  her  angel  face  i 

Behind 


ufe  of  the  great  maxims  of  their  ma£ker  Loyahi,  Oauiibiu  pmnia,  et  omnia 
mtmda  mumiu,  gained  innumerable  profelytes.  They  contradicted  none  of 
the  favourite  opinions  of  their  converts,  they  only  baptized,  and  gave  them 
cruciBxes  to  worihip,  and  all  was  well.  But  their  zeal  in  uniting  to  the  See 
of  Rome  the  ChrifHans  found  in  the  Eaft  defcended  to  the  minuteft  parti- 
culars. And  the  native  Chriftians  of  Malabar  were  fo  violently  perfecuted 
as  ichifinatics,  that  the  heathen  princes,  during  the  government  of  Ataidc, 
(fee  Geddes,  Hift.  of  Malab.)  profefled  their  defence,  as  a  caufe  of  hofti- 
lity.  AbyfCnia,  by  the  ikme  arts,  was  fteeped  in  blood,  and  two  or  three 
cmpcfors  loft  their  lives  in  endeavouring  to  eftablifli  the  Pope's  fupremacy. 
An  order  at  laA  was  given  from  the  throne,  to  hang  every  miflionary 
without  trial,  wherever  apprehended ;  the  emperor  himfelf  complaining 
that  he  could  not  enjoy  a  day  in  quiet  for  the  intrigues  of  the  Romifli  fri- 
ars. In  China  al(b  they  foon  rendered  themfelves  infufferable.  Their 
ikillin  mathematics  and  the  dependent  arts  introduced  them  to  great  favour 
at  court,  but  all  their  cunning  could  not  conceal  their  villainy.  Their 
unwillingneis  to  ordain  the  natives  raifed  fuipicions  again II  a  profeffion  thus 
monopolized  by  Grangers;  their  earned  zeal  in  amafling  riches,  and  their 
interference  with,  and  deep  defigns  on  fecular  power,  the  fatal  rock  on 
which  they  have  To  often  been  (hipwrccked,  appeared,  and  their  churches 
were  levelled  with  the  ground.  About  90,000  of  the  new  converts,  toge- 
ther with  their  teachers,  were  madacred,  and  their  religion  was  prohibited. 
In  Japan  the  rage  of  government  even  exceeded  that  of  China;  and  in  allu- 
fion  to  their  chief  objeO  of  adoration,  the  crofs,  feveral  of  the  Jefuit  fa- 
thers were  crucified  by  the  Japoneie,  and  the  revival  of  the  Chriftian  name 
was  interdicted  by  the  fcvereft  laws.  Thus,  in  a  great  meafure,  ended  in 
the  £aft  the  labours  of  the  ibciety  of  Ignatius  L^ala,  a  fociety  which  might 
have  difTuicd  the  greatefl  blcdings  to  mankind,  could  honelty  have  been 
added  to  their  great  learning  and  abilities.  Had  that  zeal  which  laboured 
to  promote  the  interefh  of  their  own  brotherhood  and  the  Roman  See,  had 
that  indefatigable  ztal  been  employed  in  the  real  intereft  of  humanity  and 
civilization,  the  great  dtTign  of  dirfufing  the  law  of  heaven,  challenged  by 
its  author  as  the  purpofe  of  the  Lufiad,  would  have  been  amply  completed, 
and  the  remotcft  hords  of  Tartary  and  Africa  ere  now  had  been  happily 
civilized.  But  though  tlic  Jcfuits  have  failed,  they  have  afforded  a  noble 
Leflbn  to  mankind, 

Though 
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Behind  the  veil's  broad  glare  fhe  glides  away. 
And  leaves  a  rotten  form  of  lifelef^  painted  clay. 


Much  have  you  view'd  of  future  Lufian  reign ; 
Broad  empires  yet  and  kingdoms  wide  remain, 


Scenes 


Though  fortified  with  all  the  brazen  mounds 
That  art  can  rear,  and  watch  *d  by  eagle  eyes, 
Still  will  fome  rotten  part  betray  the  ftru£hirc 
-  That  is  not  bafcd  on  fimple  honefty. 

It  muft  be  confcflcd,  however,  that  the  manners  of  the  Gentoos  form  a 
moft  formidable  barrier  againft  the  introdu^on  of  a  new  religion.  While 
the  four  great  tribes  of  India  continue  in  their  preient  principles,  intercom* 
munity  of  worfhip  cannot  take  place  among  them.  The  Hallachores  are 
the  mere  rabble,  into  which  the  delinquents  of  the  four  tribes  are  degnuied 
by  excommunication.  It  is  among  thefe  only,  fays  Scrafton,  that  the  po- 
piOi  miflionaries  have  had  any  fuccefs.  Urbana  Cerri,  In  his  account  of 
the  Catholic  religion,  mentions  a  Jefuit  named  Robertus  de  Nobili,  who 
preached  that  every  one  ought  to  remain  in  his  own  tribe,  and  by  that 
medns  made  many  converts.  He  alfb  propofed  to  ere^  a  {eminary  of 
Chriftian  Brahmins.  But  the  Holy  See  diiapproved  of  this  defign,  and 
defeated  his  labours.  Jealoufy  of  the  fecular  arts  of  the  Portuguefc,  was 
alio  a  powerful  preventative  of  the  labours  of  their  priefts.  A  Spaniard 
being  alked  by  an  Indian  king,  how  his  Spanifli  majefty  was  able  to  Aibdue 
fuch  immenie  countries  as  they  boafted  to  belong  to  him :  The  Don  ho- 
nedly  anfweted,  '*  that  he  firft  fent  priefts  to  convert  the  people,  and  hav- 
ing thus  gained  a  party  of  the  natives,  he  ient  fleets  and  foldiers,  who 
with  the  afTiflance  of  the  new  profelytcs  fubdued  the  reft."  The  truth 
of  this  confeflRon,  which  has  been  often  proved,  will  never  be  forgotten  in 
the  eaft.  But  if  the  bigotted  adherence  of  the  Indians  to  the  rites  of  their 
tribes,  and  other  caufes,  have  been  a  bar  to  the  propagation  of  Chrif- 
tianity  among  them,  the  fame  reafbns  have  alio  prevented  the  iucceis  of 
Mohammedifm,  a  religion  much  more  palatable  to  the  luxurious  and  igno* 
rant.  Though  the  Mogul,  and  almoft  all  the  princes  of  India,  have  thefe 
many  centuries  profefl'ed  the  religion  of  the  Koran,  Mr.  Ormc,  asali^eady 
cited,  computes  that  all  the  Mohammedans  of  Hindoftan  do  not  exceed 
ten  millions ;  whereas  the  Gentoos  amount  to  about  ten  times  that  number 


} 
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Scenes  of  your  future  toils  and  glorious  fway  ■  ■ 

And  loj  how  wide  expands  the  Gangic  bay. 

Narfinga  here  in  numerous  legions  bold. 

And  here  Oryxa  boafts  her  cloth  of  gold. 

The  Ganges  here  in  many  a  ftream  divides, 

Difiufing  plenty  from  his  fattening  tides. 

As  through  Bengala's  ripening  vales  he  glides ; 

Nor  may  the  fleeteft  hawk,  untired,  explore 

Where  end  the  rioey  groves  that  crown  the  fhore. 

There  view  what  woes  demand  your  pious  aid  ! 

On  beds  and  litters  o'er  the  margin  laid 

The  dying  lift  their  hollow  eyes,  and  crave 

Some  pitying  hand  to  hurl  them  in  the  e  wave. 

Thus  heaven  they  deem,  though  vUeft  guilt  they  bore 

Unwept,  unchanged,  will  view  their  guilt  no  more. 

There,  eaftward,  Arracan  her  line  extends ; 

And  Pcgu's  mighty  empire  fouthward  bends : 

Pegu,   whofe  fons,  fo  held  old  ^  faith,  confeft 

A  dog  their  fire ;   their  deeds  the  tale  atteft. 

A  pious 


(  The  dying  See  the  Enquiry  into  the  Tenets  of  the  Brahmins,  at  the 
end  of  the  Vllth  Lufiad. 

*  Ffgu,  tvbofefuuy  fo  held  old  faitby  confef  a  dog  tbeirftre.-'^^'Tht  tradition 
of  this  country  boaded  this  infamous  and  impoflibie  original.  While  other 
nations  pretend  to  be  defcended  of  demi-gods,  the  Pegufians  were  contented 
to  trace  their  pedigree  from  a  Chine fc  woman  and  a  dog,  the  only  living 
creatures  which  fur?ivcd  a  Hiipwreck  on  their  coaft.  See  Faria,  This  in- 
famy, however,  they  could  not  deferve.  Animals  of  a  different  fpecies 
may  generate  together,  but  nature  immediately  difplays  her  abhorrence,  in 
invariably  depriving  the  unnatural  offspring  of  the  power  of  procreation. 
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A  pious  queeo  their  horrid  >  r»gc  rpftraio'd  s 
Yet  ftill  their  ftiry  nature's  God  arr^ign'd- 
Ah,  mark  the  thunders  roUimg  o'er  the  (ky ! 
Yes,  bathed  in  gore  fhaU  rank  poUutioa  lie. 

Where  to  the  morn  the  towers  of  Tava  ftune. 
Begins  great  Siam's  empire's  far  ftretcb'd  line. 
On  Queda's  fields  the  genial  rays  infpire 
The  richcft  guft  of  fpicery's  fragrant  fire. 

Msdaca's 

'  A  fimu  queen  tbar  horrid  rage  rejirawdj^^^^Thi^  in  the  origbal  : 

Aqui  ibante  arame  no  inftrumento 
I^  gcni^^o  coftumao,  o  que  uiar^o 
Por  manha  da  Raynha,  que  in^entando 
Tal  ufo,  deitou  fora  o  error  nefando. 

Relatum  eft  dc  Rcgina  quadam  tcrrae  Pcguenfis,  quod  ad  cocrcendum  cri- 
men turpiflimum  fubditorum  fuomm,  legem  tuMt,  ut  univerfi  mares  orbi- 
cutum  vol  orbiculos  quofdam  a^nitos  in  penem  ilUtos  gcrerent.  Ita  fit : 
Cultro  penis  cuticulam  dividunt,  eamque  in  orbiculos  hofce  fuperinducunt : 
ftatim  a  prima  feptimana  vulnus  conglutinatur.  Inferuntur  plerumque 
tres  oibiculi :  magnitudine  in6mus  ad  modum  juglandis,  primus  ferme  ad 
tcnerioris  gallinz  ovi  modum  cxtat.  Trium  liberorum  parens  ad  libitum 
onus  cxcutiat.  Si  horum  aliquis  a  rege  dono  detur,  ut  gemma  quantivis 
pretii  a:ftim3tur.  To  this  let  the  teftimony  of  G.  Arthus,  (Hift.  Ind.  Ori- 
ent, p.  313.)  be  added,  Virgines  in  hoc  regno  omnino  nullas  reperire  licet : 
Puellx  enim  omncs  (latim  a  pueiitla  fua  medicamentum  quoddam  ufurp^t, 
quo  mulicbria  diftcnduntur  &  aperta  continentur :  idque  propter  globulos 
quos  in  virgis  virigr'fUut;  illis  enim  admittendis  virgines  ar^ores  nullo 
modo  Aiflicerent. 

According  to  Balby,  and  Crfar  Frederic,  the  empire  of  P^gu,  which  the 
year  before  fent  armies  of  two  millions  to  the  field,  was  in  1598,  by  fa- 
mine and  the  arms  of  the  neighbouring  piinces  of  Ava,  Brama,  and  Siam,^ 
reduced  to  the  moft  miferabic  ftate  of  dcA>lation,  the  few  natives  who  fur- 
vived  having  left  their  country  an  habitation  for  wild  beads. 
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Malaca's  caftled  harbour  here  furvey. 
The  wealthful  feat  foredoom'd  of  Lufian  fway. 
Here  to  their  port  the  Lufian  fleet  ihall  fteer. 
From  every  fhore  hr  round  afTembling  here 
The  fragrant  treafures  of  the  eaftem  world : 
Here  from  the  fhore  by  rolling  earthquakes  hurl'd. 
Through  waves  all  foam,  Sumatra's  ifle  was  riven. 
And  mid  white  whirpools  down  the  ^  ocean  driven. 
To  this  fair  ifle,  the  golden  Cherfonefe, 
Some  deem  the  fapient  monarch  plow'd  the  feas, 
Ophir  *  its  Tyrian  name.     In  whirling  roars 
How  fierce  the  tide  boils  down  thefe  clafping  fliores ! 
High  from  the  ftrait  the  lengthening  coaft  afar, 
Its  moon-light  curve  points  to  the  northgin  flar, 
Opening  its  bofom  to  the  filver  ray 
When  fair  Aurora  pours  the  infant  day. 
Patane  and  Pam,  the  nameleis  nations  more. 
Who  rear  their  tents  on  Menam's  winding  fliore. 
Their  vaflal  tribute  yieild  to  Siam's  throne ; 
And  thoufands  ^  more,  of  laws,  or  names  unknown, 
VOL.  II.  I  i  That 

*■  Aiidmid  ivbUs  ivLlrlpools  down  the-  ocean  drivaid  Sec  the  fame  account 
of  Sicily.    Virg.  JEn.  III. 

*  Opbir  it*  Tyrian  name,  Sumatra  has  been  by  ibme  eftcemed  the 
Ophir  of  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  but  the  fuperior  fincnefs  of  the  gold  of  So- 
fala,  and  its  fituatioo  ne«irtr  tlic  Red  Sea,  favour  tlie  claim  of  the  latter. 
See  Bochar.  Gcog.  Sacr. 

■>  And  thoufands  more*  The  extend ve  countries  between  India  and 
China,  where  Ptolemy  places  his  m£.n-eaters,  and  where  MandevyUe 
found  men  without  heads,  who  faw  ar.d  r-.oke  through  holes  in  theur  breafts^ 
continues  dill  very  imperfc^Iy  known.    The  Jefuits  have  told  many  extras 

vagant 
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That  vaft  of  land  inbabit.     Proud  and  bold^ 
Proud  of  their  numbers  here  the  Laos  hold 
The  far  fpread  lawns }  the  (kirting  hills  obey 
The  barbarous  Avas  and  the  Bramas'  fway. 
Lo,  diftant  far  another  mountain  chain 
Rears  its  rude  clifis,  the  Guios'  dread  domain ; 
Here  brutalized  the  human  form  is  ieen^ 
The  nKtnners  fiend-like  as  the  brutal  inien : 
With  frothing  jaws  they  fuck  the  human  blood, 
And  gnaw  the  reeking  &  limbs,  their  fweeteft  food ; 

Horrid 


▼agant  lies  of  the  wealth  of  thefe  provinces*  B^  the  moft  authentic  ac- 
counts they  feem  to  have  been  peopled  by  colonies  from  China.  The  re- 
ligion and  itianufa^res  of  the  Siamefe,  in  particular,  confers  the  reiem« 
blance.  In  fome  di(lri£ts,  however,  they  have  greatly  degenerated  from 
the  civilization  of  the  mother' country. 

*  And  gnavf  the  rteihg  iim^.— — MucK  has  been  faid  on  thb  fubjed, 
fome  denying  and  others  aflerting  the  exiftence  of  Anthropophagi  or  man^ 
eaters.  Porphyry,  (de  Ab(lin.  1.  4.  *  li.f)  ^^f^  that  the  Maf^getse  and 
Derbices  (people  of  north-eaftern  Afia)  efteeming  thofe  moft  mifcrable 
who  died  of  fickne^,  killed  and  eat  their  parents  and  relations  when  they 
grew  old,  holding  it  more  honourable  thus  to  confume  them,  than  that 
they  fhould  be  deftroyed  by  vetmin.  Hicronymus  has  adopted  this,  word 
for  word,  and  has  added  to  it  an  authority  of  his  own.  Quid  loquar,  fays 
he,  (Adv.  Jov.  1.  %.  c.  6.)  de  caeteris  nationibus ;  cum  ipfe  adolefcentulus 
in  Gallia  viderim  Scotos,  gentem  Britannicam,  humanls  vefci  camibns,  et 
cum  per  fylvas  porcorum  greges  Be  armentorum,  pecudumque  reperiant, 
paftorum  nates,  et  fxminarum  papillas  folere  abfdndere,  &  has  ibias  ci- 
borum  delicias  arbitrari  ?  Mandevylle  ought  next  to  be  cited.  <*  Aftir- 
warde  men  gon  be  many  yles  be  fee  unto  a  yle  that  men  depen  Afilhe : 
there  is  a  hill  curfed  peple  :  thei<  de]yten  in  ne  thmg  more  than  to  tighten 

and 
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Horrid  with  figured  Teams  of  burning  ftcel 

Their  wolf-like  frowns  their  ruthlefs  luft  reveal. 
/     *    * 

.  I  i   2  Camboya 


and  to  fle  men,  and  to  drynken  gladlyeft  mannes  blood,  which  they  de- 
pen  Dieu."  p.  2S5*  Yet  whatever  abfurdity  may  appear  on  the  face  of 
thefe  tales ;  and  what  can  be  more  abfuid,  than  to  fuppofe  that  a  few  wild 
Scots  or  Iiifli  (for  the  name  was  then  proper  to  Ireland)  fhould  To  lord  it  in 
Gaul,  as  to  eat  the  breads  of  the  women  and  the  hips  of  the  flicpherds  ? 
Yet  whatever  abfurdities  our  Mandevylles  may  have  obtruded  on  the  pub- 
:lic,  the  evidence  of, the  fa£t*is  not  thereby  wholly  deAroyed.  Though 
Dampicr  and  other  vifitei  s  of  barbarous  nations  have  afTured  us  that  they 
never  ^met  witK  any  man-eaters,  and  though  Voltaire  has  ridiculed  the 
opinion,  yet  one  may  venture  the  alTertion  of  their  exiflence,  without  par- 
'jtaking  of  a  credulity  fimilar  to  that  of  thofe  foreigners,  who  believed  that 
the  men  of  Kent  were  born  with  tails  like  (heep,  (fee  Lambert's  Peramb.) 
the  punifliment  infli^ed  upon  them  for  the  murder  of  Thomas  a  Becket. 
Many  are  the  credible  accounts,  that  diiferent  barbarous  nations  ufed  to 
eat  their  piifbners  of  war.  According  to  the  authentic  teflimony  of  the 
^beft  writers,  many  of  the  favage  tribes  of  America,  on  their  high  feftivals^ 
.brpi^^t  fordi  their  captives,  and  after  many  barbarous  ceremonies,  at  lad 
roafted  and  greedily  devoured  their  mangled  limbs.  Thus  the  fa£l  was  cer- 
tain, long  before  a  late  voyage  difcovered  the  horrid  pra£Hce  in  Niw  Zea- 
land. To  drink  human  blood  has  been,  more  common.  The  Gauls  and 
other  anciept  nations  praftifed  it.  When  Magalhaens  propofed  Chriftia- 
nity.  to  the  king  of  Subo,  a  north  caftern  Afiatic  ifland,  and  when  Ftancis 
de  Caftro  difcovered  Santigana  and  other  iilands,  an  hundred  leagues  north 
of  the  Malucc«A,  the  converfion  of  their  kings  was  confirmed  by  each  party 
drinking'of  the  blood  of  the  other.  Our  poet  Spenfer  tells  us,  in  his  view 
of  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  that  he  has  feen  the  Irifli  drink  human  blood,  par- 
ticularly he  adds,  "  at  the  execution  of  a  notable  traitor  at  Limerick, 
called  Murrogh  O'Brien,  I  fawan  old  woman,  who  was  his  fofter-mother, 
take  up  his  head  whild  he  was  quartering,  and  fuck  up  all  the  blood  that 
run.  thereout,  faying,  that  the  earth  was  not  worthy  to  drink  it,  and. 
therewith  alfo  fteeped  her  face  and  bread  and  tore  her  hair,  crying  out 
and  fliricking  moft  terribly."  It  is  worthy  of  regard  that  the  cuflom  of 
marking  themfclvcs  with  hot  irons,  and  tatooing,  is  the  chara^eriftic  both 
of  the  Guios  of  Camoens  and  of  the  prefcnt  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand. 
And  if,  as  its  animals  indicate,  the  ifland  of  Ota&cite  was  fird  peopled  by 
,  a  (hipwreck,. 
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Cambop  there  the  blue-tinged  Mecon  laves^ 

Mecon  the  eaftern  Nile,  whofe  fwelling  waves. 

Captain  of  rivers  named,  o'er  many  a  clime 

In  annual  period  pour  their  fattening  flime. 

The  fimple  natives  of  thefe  lawns  believe 

That  other  worlds  the  fouls  of  beafts  "^ receive; 

Where 


a  fliipwrcck,  the  friendfliip  exiting  in  a  finall  fbctety  mi^^t  eafily  obliteiate 
the  memory  of  one  cuftom,  while  the  lefs  unfriendly  one  ai  taUoaug  vms 
handed  down,  a  memorial  that  they  owed  their  origin  to  the  north  eal^ 
tern  parts  of  Afia,  where  that  cuftom  particularly  prevails. 

*r—  f^^  worlds  the  fouh  of  btafit  recehe^'-^Th^t  queen   Elizabeth 
reigned  in  England,  is  not  more  certain  than  that  the  moft  ignorant  nati- 
ons in  all  ages  have  had  the  idea  of  a  ftate  after  death.    The  fame  faculty 
which  is  ronfaous  of  exigence,  whifpers  the  wifh  for  it ;  and  €o  little  ac- 
quainted with  the  deductions  of  reafoning  have  fome  tribes  been,  that  not 
only  their  animals,  but  even  the  ghods  of  their  domeftic  utenHIs  have  been 
believed  to  accompany  them  in  the  iflands  of  the  blefled.    Long  ere  the 
voice  of  philofophy  was  heard,  the  opinion  of  an  after-date  was  popukr 
in  Greece.  The  works  of  Homer  bear  inconteflable  evidence  of  this.  And 
there  is  not  a  feature  in  the  hiftory  of  the  human  mind  better  a(certained, 
than  that  no  fooner  did  fpeculation  ieiae  upon  the  topic,  than  belief  ifo* 
dined,  and  as  the  great  Bacon  obferves,  the  mod  learned  became  the  moft 
atheiflical  ages.    The  reafbn  of  this  is  obvious.    While  the  human  mind  is 
all  fimplicity,  popular  opinion  is  cordially  received ;  but  l^hen  reafoning 
begins,  proof  is  expected,  and  deficiency  of  demonf^ration  being  perceived, 
doubt  and  dKbelief  naturally  follow.    Yet  (Irange  as  it  may  appear,  if  the 
writer's  memory  does  not  greatly  deceive  him,  tliefe  certain  fa£ts  were  de- 
nied by  Hobbes.    If  he  is  not  greatly  miftaken,  that  gentleman,  who  gave 
a  wretched,  a  mod  unpoetical  tranflation  of  Homer,  has  fo  grofsly  mifun- 
derftood  his  author,  as  to  aflert  that  his  mention  of  a  future  ftate  was  not 
in  conformity  to  the  popular  opinion  of  his  age,  but  only  his  own  poetical 
fiAion.    He  might  as  well  have  aflured  us,  that  the  facrifices  of  Homer  had 
never  any  exigence  in  Greece.    But  as  no  abfurdity  is  too  grofs  for  Come 
geniufes,  our  murderer  of  Homer,  our  Hobbes,  has  likewife  aflerted,  that 
the  belief  of  the  immortality  of  the  human  mind  was  the  child  of  pride  and 
fpeculation,  unltnown  in  Greece  till  long  after  the  appearance  of  the 
Iliad. 
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Where  the  fierce  murderer  wolf,  to  pains  decreed, 

Sees  the  mild  lamb  enjo^  the  heavenly  mead. 

Oh  gentle  Mecon,  on  thy  friendly  fhore 

Long  ihall  the  mufe  her  fweeteft  offerings  pour  ! 

When  tyrant  ire  chaflfd  by  the  blended  luft 

Of  pride  outrageous,  and  revenge  unjuft. 

Shall  on  the  guiltlefs  Exile  burft  their  rage. 

And  madning  tempefts  on  their  fide  engage, 

Prcferved  by  heaven  the  fong  of  Lufian  fwne. 

The  fong,  O  Vasco,  facred  to  thy  name. 

Wet  from  the  whelming  furge  (hall  triumph  o'er 

The  fete  of  fhipwrcck  on  the  Mecon's  p  fliore. 

Here  reft  fecure  as  on  the  mufe*s  breaft ! 

Happy  the  deathlefs  fong,  the  bard,  alas,  unbleft! 

Chiampa  there  her  fragrant  coaft  extends. 
There  Cochinchina's  cultured  land  afcends  : 
From  Ainam  bay  begins  the  ancient  reign 
Of  China's  beauteous  art-adom'd  domain  5 
Wide  firom  the  burning  to  the  firozen  Ikies 
O'erflow'd  with  wealth  the  potent  empire  lies. 

Here 


9  OmOe  Mwm'sjbort. ^It  was  on  the  mouth  ci  this  river  that  Cam5. 

ens  fuffcred  the  nnhappy  fliipwreck  which  rendered  him  the  fport  of  fortune 
during  the  remainder  of  hU  Ufe.  Onr  poet  mentions  himfclf  and  the  lav- 
ing of  hU  tiufiads  with  the  greatcft  modefty.  But  though  this  indifference 
has  its  beauty  in  the  original,  it  is  certainly  the  part  of  a  tranflator  to  add 
a  waimth  of  colouring  to  a  paflage  of  this  nature.  For  the  literal  tranfla* 
(ion  of  tWs  place  *n4  farther  particulars,  fee  the  Ufc  of  Camdcns, 
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Here  ere  j6e."  cannon's  rage  in  Europe  q  roar'd, 
The  cannon's  thunder  on  the  foe  was  pour'd  : 

And 


<  Here  ere  the  cannv*'/  rage  in  Europe  roarJ-'-'^'At^Cfyj^ tt>^^  ^^^"jNflt^Wf  *' 
moirs  of  China,  and  thofc  of  other  travellers,  the  inari|ier*s-Goinpa^,  *^r^2^*. 
arms,  and  printing,  were  known  in  that  empire,  long  erfcthe  invention  of 
thefe  arts  in  Europe.  Bat  the  accounts 'of  Du  Halde,.«L^  Coropte,  and* 
the  other  Je(uits,  arc  by  no  means  to  be  depended  on.  ft  was  their  inter- 
eft,  in  order  to  gain  credit  in  Europe  and  at  the  court  of  Rome,  to  magniff 
the  fplciidor  of  the  empire  where  their  miilion  lay,  ani^  they  ha?c  magni- 
fied it  into  romance  itfelf.  It  is  pretended  that  the  Chine(e  ufcd  fire- 
arms in  their  wars  with  Zenglns  Khan,  and  Tamerlane  ;  but  it  is  alfb  (aid 
that  the  Sogdianians  ufed  cannon  againft  Alexander.  The  mention  of  any 
fulpburous  compoGtion  in  an  old  writer  is  with  fome  immediately  conyerted 
into  a  regular  tire  of  artillery'.  The  Chincfc,  indeed,  on  the  firft  arrival 
of  Europeans,  had  a  kind  of  mortars,  which  they  called  fire-pans,  but  they 
were  uttci  ftrangers  to  the  fmaller  fire-arms.  Vcrbieft,  a  Jefuit,  was  the 
firft  who  taught  them  to  make  brafs  cannon  let  upon  wheels.  And  even 
fo  late  as  the  hoilile  menace  which  Anfon  gave  them,  they  knew  not  how 
to  level  or  manage  their  ordnance  to  any  advantage.  Their  printing  is 
indeed  much  moce  ancient  than  Chat  of  Europe,  but  it  does  not  defer  ve  the 
fame  name,  t]|e  blcxfK's.of  wood  with  which  thfy/ftamp  their  ftnets  being 
as  inferior  to  the  ufe  of,'i&  different  from  the  moveable  types  of  Europe. 
The  Chincfc  have  no  idea  of  the  graces  of  fine  writing ;  here  moft  pfobably 
the  fault  exiftj  in  their  lauguage  *,  but  the  total  want  of  nature  in  thpir 
painting,  and  of  fymmctry  in  their  architcAure,  in  both  of  which  they 
have  fb  long  been  experienced,  afford  a  heavy  accuiation  againft  their  ge- 
nius. In  imprpving  every  fpot  of  their  country  by  agriculture  they  are  un- 
equalled :  and  their  tafte  in  gardening  has  been  highly  ptaifed.  Nature, 
as  it  wzre/rei/urJ,  however,  and  their  gloomy  viftas,  adorned  with  gibbets, 
arc  certainly  unpleafiog.  And  even  in  their  boafted  gardening  their  genins 
Hands  accuPcd.  The  ait  of  ingrafting,  known  to  anciefit  Greece,  is  ftill 
unknown  to  them.  Anil  hence  their  fruits  are  vaftly  inferior  in  flavour  to 
thofe  of  the  weftem  world.'  The  amazing  wall  of  defcnce*againft  thoH'ai*' 
tars,  though  ijoo  miles  in  extent,  is  a  labour Wcridf  to' thc]fcilJBl4.  lined 
on  the  fides  with  hewn  ftone,'  which  every *wh^'iprfth*ahd4uro|n  IhfcJr 
countKy  ;  fome  of  which  reach  looo  miles,  aud  arc  of  depth  to  carry  veA 
fels  of  burthjn.  Thefe  grand  remains  of  antiquity  prove  there  was  a  time 
when  the'Chinefe«wcre  a  much  more  accomplifhed  people  than  at  prefent. 

Thoqgh 


^XiJs 
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And  here  the  trembling  needle  fought  the  north. 
Ere  time  in  Europe  brought  the  wonder  forth. 

No 


Though  their  princes  for  thcfc  many  centuries  have  difcovcred  no  fuch 
efforts  of  genius  as  theie,  the  induflry  of  tlje  people  ftill  remains,  in  which' 
they  rival  and  reiemble  the  Dutch. ,  In  every  other  'refpeft  they  are  the 
mod  unamiable  of  mankind :  Amazingly  uninventive ;  for^  'though  poHefT-' 
cd  of  them,  the  arts  have  made  no  progrcfs  among  the  Chincfc  thcfe  ma- 
ny centuries  :  Even  what  they  were  taught  by  the  Jefuits  is  almoft  loft  :  So 
falie  in  their  dealings,  they  boaft  that  none  but  a  Chinefe  can  choat  a  Chi- 
nefe  :  The  crime  which  diigraces  human  nature,  is  in  this  nation  of  atheids 
and  the  mofl  ftupid  of  all  idolaters,  common  as  that  cbmrterd  libertine  the  air. 
Deftitute  even  in  idea  of  that  elevation  of  (bul,  which  is  eXprefled  by  the 
beft  fenfe  of  the  word  piety,  in  the  time  of  calamity  whole  provinces  are 
deiblated  by  felf-murder ;  an  end,  as  Hume  fays  of  fbme  of  the  admired 
names  of  antiquity,  not  unworthy  of  fb  detedable  a  chara£ler  :  And  as  it 
is  always  foimd  congenial  to  bafenefs  of  heart,  the  moil  datlardly  cowardice 
complete!!  the  defcription  of  that  of  the  Chinqfe. 

Unimproved  as  their  arts  is  their  learning.  Though  their'language  con- 
lifts  of  few  words,  it  is  almofl  impofliblc  for  a  (Iranger  to  attain  the  girt  of 
fpeaking  it.  And  what  an  European  learns  ere  he  is  feven  years  old,  to 
read,  is  the  bbour  of  the  life  of  a  Chinefe.  In  place  of  our  24  letters,  they 
haye  more  than  60,000  marks,  which  compofe  their  writings;  -and  their 
paucity  of  words,  all  of  which  may  be  attained  in  a  few  hours,  requires  fuch 
an  infinite  variety  of  tone  and  a^ion,  that  the  flighted  miftake  in  modu- 
lation renders  the  fpeaker  unintelligible.  And  in  addrefOng  a  great  man, 
in  place  of  my  Lord,  you  may  (;a!l  him  z,beaji^  the  word  being  thefame, 
all  the  difference  confiding  in  the  tun«  of  it.  A  language  like  this  muft 
ever  be  a  bar  to  the  progrefs  and  ^.cComplifhments  of  literature.  Of  medi- 
cine they  are  very  ignorant.  The  .ginfeng,  which  they  pretended,  was  an 
univerial  remedy,  is  found,  to, be  ajroot  of  no  fingular  virtue.  Their  books 
confift  of  odes  without^poctry^,  ^n^pf  moral  maxims,  excellent  in  them* 
felves,  but  without  inveftigatidnorVcafoning.  For  to  philofbphical  difcuf- 
Con  and  the  metaphyfics  they  feem  utterly  flrangers,  and  when  taught  the 
mathematics  by  the  Jefuits,  their  grtJateft  men  were  Ipft  in  adoniihment. 
Whatever  their  political  wifdom  has  been,  at  prefent  it  is  narrow  and  bar- 
barous. Jealpiis  leld  Grangers  ijiould  tleal  their,  arts,  arts  which  are  excel- 
led at  Drefden  and  other, parts  of  Europe,  the^  preclude  themfelves  from 

the  Krcat  advantages  which  arife  fropi  an  intcrcbui-fc  with  civilized  nations. 

•*  *»  „         .  y« .-  .  -  ^ 

Yet 
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No  more  let  Egypt  boaft  her  mountain  pyres  j 

To  prouder  fame  yon  bounding  wall  afpires^ 

A  prouder 

Yet  in  the  laws  which  they  impofe  on  every  foreign  fhip  which  enters  their 
ports  for  traffic,  they  even  exceed  the  cunning  and  avarice  of  the  Hollan- 
ders. In  their  internal  policy  the  military  government  of  Rome  under  the 
emperors  is  revived  with  accumulated  barbarifm.  In  every  city  and  pro- 
,vince  the  military  are  the  conftables  and  peace  officers.  What  a  pi^hire  is 
this !  Nothing  but  Chinefe  or  Ehitch  indudry  could  prefcrve  the  traffic  and 
population  of  a  country  under  the  control  of  armed  ruffians.  But  hence 
the  emperor  has  leifure  to  cultivate  his  gardens,  and  to  write  defpicable 
odes  to  his  concubines. 

Whatever  was  their  moft  ancient  do£>rinc,  certain  it  is  that  the  legiflators 
who  formed  the  prefent  fyftcm  of  China  prcfentcd  to  their  people  no  other 
obje£l  of  worfhip  than  Tien  Kamti,  the  material  heavens  and  their  influen- 
cing power;  by  which  an  intelligent  piinciple  is  excluded.  Yet  finding 
that  the  human  mind  in  the  rudefV  brealls  is  confcious  of  its  weaknefs,  and 
prone  to  believe  the  occurrences  of  life  under  the  power  of  lucky  or  unluc- 
ky obfervances,  they  permitted  their  people  the  ufe  of  facrifices  to  thefc 
Lucretian  Gods  of  fuperftitious  fear.  Nor  was  the  principle  of  devotion, 
imprinted  by  heaven  in  the  human  heart,  alone  perverted ;  another  unex- 
tinguifhablc  paiTion  was  alfo  mifled.  On  tables,  in  every  family,  are  writ- 
ten the  names  of  the  lafl  three  or  their  anccftors,  added  to  each.  Here  refit 
his  foul  \  and  before  thefe  tables  they  bum  incenfe  and  pay  adoration.  Con* 
fucius,  who,  according  to  their  hifloiies,  had  been  in  the  Weft  about  500 
years  before  the  Chriftian  a:ra,  appears  to  be  only  the  confirmer  of  their 
old  opinions ;  but  the  accounts  of  him  and  his  do^rine  are  involved  in  un-< 
certainty.  In  their  places  of  worfhip,  however,  boards  are  ftt  up,  inicribcd, 
7his  is  the  feat  of  the  foul  of  Confucius ;  and  to  thefe  and  their  anceflors  they 
celebrate  folcmn  facrifices,  without  feeming  to  poHefs  any  idea  of  the  in- 
tcUcAual  exiftence  of  the  departed  mind.  The  Jefuit  Ricci,  and  his  bre- 
thren of  the  Chinefe  miilion,  wry  borcjily  told  their  converts,  that  Tien 
was  the  God  of  the  Chriftians,  and  that  the  label  of  Confucius  was  the 
term  by  which  they  exprefled  his  divine  majefty.  But  after  a  long  and  (kn 
vere  fcrutiny  at  the  Court  of  Rome  Tien  was  found  to  fignify  nothing 
more  than  heavenly  or  univerfal matter,  and  the  Jefuits  of  China  were  older- 
cd  to  renounce  this  hercfy.  Among  all  the  fe€ts  who  worfhip  difTerent 
idols  in  China,  there  is  only  one  who  have  apy  tolerable  idea  of  the  im- 
mortality of  the  (bul ;  and  among  thefe,  fays  Leland,  dvriftianity  at  pre- 
fent obtains  fome  footing.  But  the  moft  interefting  particular  of  China 
yet  remains  to  be  mentioned.  Confcious  of  the  obvious  tendency',  Vol- 
taire and  others  have  tiiumphcd  in  the  great  antiquity  of  the  Chinefe,  and 
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A  prouder  boaft  of  regal  power  'difplays 

Than  all  the  world  beheld  in  ancient  days. 

Not 

in  the  diftvit  period  they  aicribe  to  the  creation.  But  the  bubble  cannot 
bear  the  touch.  If  ibme  Chinese  accounts  fix  the  zra  of  creation  40000 
years  ac^o,  others  ate  contented  with  na  lefs  than  884953.  But  who 
knows  not  that  every  nation  has  its  Geoffry  of  Mommotdb  f  And  we  hare 
abeady  obfeivcd  the  legends  which  took  their  riie  from  the  Annus  Magnus 
of  the  Chaldean  and  Egyptian  aftronomers,  an  apparent  revolution  of  the 
Aars,  which  in  reality  has  no  exiftence.  To  the  fancyful,  who  held  this 
Annus  Magnus,  it  feemed  hard  to  (uppoie  that  our  world  was  in  its  firft 
revolution  of  the  great  year,  and  to  fuppofe  that  many  were  paft  was  eaiy. 
And  that  this  was  the  cafe  we  have  abfblute  proof  in  the  dodrines  of  the 
Brahmins,  (fee  the  Enquiry,  &c.  end  of  Lufiad  Vn.)  who,  though 
they  talk  of  hundreds  of  thouiands  of  years  which  are  paft,  yet  confefs, 
that  this,  the  fourth  world,  has  not  yet  attained  its  6000th  year.  And 
much  within  this  compafs  are  all  the  credible  proofs  of  Chinefe  antiquity 
comprehended.  To  three  heads  all  theft  proofs  are  reducible.  Their 
form  of  goTcrnment,  which,  till  the  conqueft  of  the  Tartars  1644,  born 
the  marks  of  the  higheft  antiquity ;  their  agronomical  obferrations ;  wai. 
their  hUlory. 

Simply  and  purely  patriarchal  every  father  was  the  magidrate  in  his 
own  family,  and  the  emperor  who  aAed  by  his  fnbfUtutes  the  Mandarines 
was  venerated  and  obeyed  as  the  father  of  all.  The  moft  paffive  fubmillion 
to  authority  thus  branched  out,  was  inculcated  by  Confucius  and  their 
other  philo(bphers  as  the  greatefV  duty  of  morality.  But  if  there  is  an  age 
in  (acred  or  prophane  hiftory,  where  the  manners  of  mankind  are  thus  de- 
lineated, no  fuperior  antiquity  is  proved  by  the  form  of  Chineie  govern- 
ment. Their  ignorance  of  the  very  ancient  art  of  ingrafting  fruit-trees, 
and  the  (late  of  their  language,  £0  like  the  Hebrew  in  its  paucity  of  words, 
a  paucity  charaAeriftical  of  the  ages  when  the  ideas  of  men  required  few 
fyllables  to  clothe  them,  prove  nothing  faither  than  the  early  reparation  of 
the  Chinefe  colony  *  from  the  reft  of  mankind.    Nothing  farther,  except 

that 

•  The  Chinefe  Colony  !  yes,  let  philofophy  fmilc ;  let  her  talk  of  the 
different  fpecies  of  men  which  are  fouml  io  every  country,  let  her  brand  as 
abfurd  the  opinion  of  Montefquicu,  which  derives  all  the  human  race  from 
one  family.  Let  her  enjoy  her  triumpli.  But  let  common  fen(e  be  con- 
tented with  the  demondration  (See  Whidon,  Bentley,  &c.)  that  a  Creati* 
on  in  every  countiy  is  not  wanted,  and  that  one  family  is  fufficient  iu  eve  • 
ry  refpedl  for  the  purpofe.  If  philofophy  wiU  talk  of  black  and  white  men 
as  different  in  fpecies,  let  common  fenfe  afk  her  for  ademonflration,  that 
climate  and  manner  of  life  cannot  produce  this  difference,  and  let  her  add, 
that  there  is  the  (Irongefl  prefumptive  experimental  proof,  that  the  diffe- 
rence 
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•   *  .  *  •       *'. 

Not  built,  created  feems  the  firowQing  mound ;  1 

O'er  loftieft  mountain  tops  and  vales  profound  V 

Extends  the  wondrous  lengthy  with  warlike  caftlescrown'd.  J 

Inunenfe 


that  they  have  contioued  till  very  lately  without  any  material  interooniic 
with  the  other  natien&  of  the  world. 

A  continued  fuccc(Con  of  aftronomical  obferrationi,  for  4000  years,  was 
claimed  by  the  Chinefe,  when  they  were  firft  Tiiitcd  by.  the  Earopeans. 
Voltaire,  thatyd/i.^ /ri^/i^,  has  often  with  great  tiiuniph  mentioned  the  in- 
dubitable proofs  of  Chinefe  antiquity ;  but  at  thefe  times  he  mud  have  r> 
ccived  his  information  from  -the  lame  dream  which  told  him.  tlvat  Cam5- 
ens  accompanied '4ii»frWnJ«Garoa;  in.  thenroyagc  vjiicb  diicovered  the  Eaft 
Indies.    If  Voltaire  and  his  difciples  will  talk  of  Chinefe  adronomy  and 
the*  4000  years  antiquity*  of.  its  pcrfeftion,  let  tJvna  enjoy  every  confc- 
quence  which  may  poflibly  refult  from  it.      But  let  them  allow  the  iaxne 
liberty  to  others.     Let  them  allow  others  to  dtaw  ibeir  inferences  from  a 
few  (hibbom  faOs,  faOs  which  demon  (hate  the  ignorance  of  the  Chinefe 
in  aftronomy.    The  earth,  they  imagined,  was  a  great  plain,  of  which 
their  country  was  the  midfl ;  and  fo  ignorant  were  they  of  the  caofe  of 
edipfes,  that  they  believed  the  fun  and  moon  were  adaulted,  and  in  dan- 
ger of  being  devoured  by  a  hugeidrago^. .    The  ftars.w^re  C9n(idered  as 
the  direAors  of  human  alfaii:s,.and.  thus,  their  boafted-adionomy,  endsia 
that  filly  impoiition,  judicial  atlrology.-    Though  they  h'afl  madeibme  ob«. 
Icrvations.on  the  revolution4  of'tii9i)iJia|icts,  aqd  though  iathe  emperor's 
palace  there  was  an  obfervatory,,  the  fit  11  apparatus  of  proper  in ftnitnents 
ever  known  .in  China  was;.introiluccdl>y  fariiet  V'crbieft.-  After  this  ii 
.  >l'.   .     .  .       ...         '     •  •.     ■  nc«* 

V  >  ..  - 
rence  thus  h^ppen<(.  If  pHilofophy  draw  her  Inferences  from  the  diflferent 
pafliqnsqiCdiri'erent  tribes;  let  common  fenfe  reply,  that  ftiipt  of  every  ac- 
cident of  brutilizatioii  and  urbanity,  the  human  mind  in  all  its  faculties,  all 
its  diScf^ltj^'Jiopes  and'fearsj  is*m.oft  wonderfully  the  lame  in  every  age  and 
coodtnr/  If  philofophy  talk' of  the  impoflibility  of  peopling  diflant  iflands 
and  €oii tin.cnts  ftom  one  family,  let  common  fenfe  tell  her  to  read  Bryant's 
My tliSl^y. '  IJF  philofophy  adert  that  the  Celts,  wherever  they  came, 
found^'^Ktf^ines;  let  common  fenfe  reply,  there  were  tyrantt  enough  al- 
moft  iooo years  be foixrthfeit' emigrations,  to  drive"  tfi^' wretched  furvivors 
of  ilaughtcred  'hoiO?  tothc-jeinoteft  wild?;-  S^Ko-'ft^avilfo-  add,  that  many 
iflands  have  I  sea  found"  vhich  bore  not  one  ir^e-'bf  mankind,  and  that 
even  Otaheite  bears  the  evident  mark»of  'receiviSfa  its  inhabitants  from  a 
(hipwreck,  its  only  animals  being  the  hog,  the  dog,  and  the  rat.  In  a 
word,  let  common  fenfe  fay  to  philofophy,  «*  I  open  my  egg  with  a  pca^ 
*<  knife,  but  you  open  yours  with  the  blow  of  a  flcjge  hammer," 
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Immenfe  the  northern  Tvaftes  their  horrors  r  fpread ; 
In  froft  and  fnow  the  Teas  and  fhores  are  clad. 

Thefc 


need  (carcely  be  added, .that  their  adronomkal  oMervatioas  which  pretend 
an  antiquity  of  ^4000. years,  arc  as  falie  as  a  Welch  genealogy,  and  that 
the  Chlnefe  thcmfclves,  wnen  inilru^ed  by  the  Jefuits,  were  obliged  to 
own  that  their  faldilations  werb"  erroneous  and  impoifible.  The  great  cre- 
dit and  ado^iration  which  their  adrbhomical  and  mathematical  knowledge 
procared  to  the  Jefuits,  afford  an  undubitkble  confirmation  of  thefe  fa£ts. 

Ridiculbusas  their  a(!rononiical;<  are' tii^ir^iiftprical  antiquities.  After 
all  Voltaire  has  faid  ofit,  the  oldcIK<late  to  which  their,  hiftory  pretends 
is  not  much  above  4000  y'cafs.  'During  ^his  'period*"a"36kihgs  have*  reign- 
ed, of  aa  different" families.  The  fii-ft  khig  reigned  100*^ years;  then  we 
have  the  names  of  fome  others,  but  without  any  detail  of  adlions,  or  that 
concatenation  of  events  which  diftingiiiflies  autlientic  hiftory.  That  mark 
of  truth  does  not  begin  to  appear  for  upwards  of  ioCoF^-ears  of  tjie  Chihele 
legends.  Little  more  than  the  names  of- kings,  aftH^'lfieij^L  often  intcfr&pt^  ' 
ed  with  wide  chafms,  compbife  all  tl^|nal5  of  C^ln'!^' tifl^boiit  the  pcX 
riod  of  the  Chriftian  era.  SomethiflBle  a'  hiftory  th'eirfcom^ences  ■;  ^ut 
that  is  again  interrupted  by  a  wide  chafm,  which  the  Chine'fe  know  not 
how  to  fill  up  otherwife,  than  by  afTeiting  that  a  century  or  two  elapfed 
in  the  time,  and  that  at  fuch  a  period  a  new  family  mounted  the  throne. 
3uch  is  the  hiftory  of  China,  full  brother  in  every  family  feature  to  thofe 
monkifh  talcs,  which  fent  a  daughter  of  Phaiaoh  to  be  queen  of  Scotland, 
which  fent  Brutus  to  England;  aikda'gnukdibn  of,  Noah  to  teach  fchool 
'among  the  mountains  of  Wales. 

'  Immenfe  ibe  northern  ivajks  tbeir.  horrors  y^rtftf^^i— TTartary,  Siberia,"  ISa- 
moyada,  Kapifchatka,  &c.  A  (hort  account  of  thlb  grand  Lama  of  TEiliSfct' 
Tartary  fhallcompletc  our  view  of  the  fuperfKtions  of  the  Eaft.  •  Whilfc 
the  other  I'agans  of  Afia  worfhip  the  moft  ugly  Inonihous  idols;  theTai^  . 
tars  of  Thibet  adore  a  real  living  God.  He:"fitS'"crofs-icgged'<jn  hi*  thronj! 
in  the  great  Temple,  adorned  with  gold  and"  diaUiOnds!;  Htf  never Ypcaks, 
but  fometimes  elevates  his  hand  in  token  that  he  approves xif  the  prayers 
'of  his  worfhippcrs.  He  is  a  ruddy  well  looking  young  man»  about  %$  or 
a;,  and  is  the  moft  miferable  wretch  on  earth,  being  the.mere  puppet  of 
his  priefts,  who  difpatch  him  whenever  age  or  fickncfs  mfeik^  any  alteration 
in  his  features ;  and  another,  inftru^Ved  to  aA  his  part,  is  put  in  his  place. 
Princes  of  very  diftant  provmccs  fend  tribute  to  this  Deity  and  implore  his 

blefling, 
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Thefe  fliores  forfake,  to  future  ages  due : 

A  world  of  iflands  claims  thy  happier  view. 

Where  lavifli  Nature  all  her  bounty  pours. 

And  flowers  and  fruits  of  every  fragrance  fhowers. 

Japan  behold ;  beneath  the  globe's  broad  face 

Northward  fhe  finks,  the  nether  feas  embrace 

Her  eaftern  bounds ;  what  glorious  fruitage  there, 

lUuftrious  Gama,  fliall  thy  labours  bear ! 

How  bright  a  filver  mine  !  when  heaven's  own  •lore 

From  Pagan  drofs  fhall  purify  her  ore. 

Beneath  the  Ipreading  wings  of  purple  mom. 

Behold  «ehat  ifles  thefe  gliflening  fc^  adorn ! 

Mid  hundreds  yet  unnamed,  Ternat  behold  ! 

By  day  her  hills  in  pitchy  clouds  inrolFd, 

By  night  like  rolling  waves  the  fheets  of  fire 

Blaze  o'er  the  feas,  and  high  to  heaven  afpire. 

For  Lufian  hands  here  blooms  the  fragrant  clove. 

But  Lufian  blood  ihall  fprinkle  every  grove. 

The 


blefling,  and  as  Voltaire  has  merrily  told  us  think  tbemfelves  iccure  of 
benedi^Hoo,  if  favoured  with  fomething  from  his  Godfliip,  efteemed  more 
iacrcd  than  the  hallowed  cow-dung  of  the  Brahmins. 
*  Hvw  h-^f  aJUvcr  mm^^^^'Bii  this  beautiful  metaphor,  omitted  by  CaO- 
tera,  Camoens  alludes  to  the  great  iuccefs,  which  in  his  time  attended  the 
Jefutt  miflionaries  in  Japan.  James  I.  fent  an  embafly  to  the  foTcreign, 
and  opened  a  trade  with  this  country,  but  it  was  fbon  rufTcrcd  to  decline. 
The  Dutch  are  the  only  Europeans  who  now  traffic  with  the  Japonefe, 
which  it  is  faid  they  obtain  by  trampling  on  the  crofs  and  by  abjurbg  the 
Chrifiian  name.  In  religion  the  Japonefe  are  much  the  fame  as  their 
neighbours  of  China.  And  in  the  frequency  of  felf«murder,  fays  Voltaire, 
they  vie  with  their  brother  iflanders  of  England. 
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The  golden  birdsthat  ever  faU  the  fkies 

Here  to  the  fun  difplay  their  fhining  dyes. 

Each  want  fupplied  on  air  they  ever  foar ; 

The  ground  they  touch  not  till  they  breathe  no  *  more. 

Here  Banda's  ifles  their  fair  embroidery  fpread 

Of  various  fruitage,  azure,  white,  and  red ; 

And  birds  of  every  beauteous  plume  difplay 

Their  glittering  radiance,  as  from  fpray  to  fpray. 

From  bower  to  bower,  on  bufy  wings  they  rove, 

To  feize  the  tribute  of  the  fpicy  grove. 

Borneo  here  expands  her  ample  breaft. 

By  Nature's  hand  in  woods  of  camphire  dreft ; 

The  precious  liquid  weeping  from  the  trees 

Glows  warm  with  health,  the  balfam  of  difeafe. 

Fair  are  Timcwra's  dales  with  groves  arra/d : 

Each  rivulet  murmurs  in  the  fragrant  ihade. 

And  in  its  cryftal  breaft  difplays  the  bowers 

Of  Sanders,  bleft  with  health  reftoring  powers. 

Where  to  the  fouth  the  world's  broad  flirfece  bends, 

Lo,  Sunda's  realm  her  fpreading  arms  extends. 

From  hence  the  pilgrim  brings  the  wondrous  •  tale, 

A  river  groaning  through  a  dreary  dale. 

For 

*  The  ground  they  Umcb  not.  Thefe  are  commonly  called  the  birds  of 
Paradise.  It  was  the  old  erroneous  opinion,  that  they  always  fbarcd  in 
the  air,  and  that  the  female  hatched  her  young  on  the  back  of  the  male. 
Their  feathers  bear  a  mixture  of  the  mod  beautiful  azure,  purple  and  gol- 
den colours,  which  have  a  fine  effedt  in  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

*  From  hater  the  pilgrim  brings  the  tvcndrous  tale  -Streams  of  this  kind 
are  common  in  many  countries.    Caflcra  attributes  this  quality  to  the  ex- 

ceiSTe 
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For  all  is  ftone  around,  coi^yertsto  ftone 

Whatever  of  vcrHiu^e. in  its  bi'ea'ft  is' thrown.    ^^'   -' 

Lo,  gleaming  blue  o'er  fair  Sumatra's  ikies 

Another  mountain's  trembling  flames  arife ; 

Here  from  the  trees  the  gum  all  fragrance  fwells, 

'And  foftefl  w  oil  a  wondrous  fountain  wells. 

Nor  thefe  alone  the  happy  ifle  beftows. 

Fine  is  her  gold,  her  filk  refplendcnt  glows. 

Wide  forefb  there  beneath  Maldi^ia's  » tide 

From  withering  air  their  wondrous  fruitage  hide.* 

The  green-haip'd  Nereids  teud  thcbowery  dells> 

Whofe  wondrous  fruitage^ftMi^s  rage  expels. 

In  Ceylon,  lo,  how  high'^yon  ipouritain's  brows  ! 

The  failing  clouds,  its  middle  height  enclofe.    . 

Holy  the  hill  i^deem'ii,*  the  hallowed  y  tread    . 

Of  fainted  foo^ef  marks  its  rocky  head; 

Laved 

ceflivc  cold  of  the  waters,  but  this  is  a  miftake.  Tlic  waters  of  fomc  fprings 
.are  impregnated  with  fparry  particles,  which  adhering  to  the  herbage  or 
the  clay  on  the  banks  of  their  channel,  harden  into  ftone  and  incruft  the 
original  retainers. 

"*  Here^» from  ^  the ^  trees  the  gum  Benjamin,  a  fpecics  of  frankincenfe. 
The  oil  mentioned  in  the  next  line^<  is  that  caUed  the  rock  oil,  a  black 
foetid  mineral  oleum,  good. for.  bruifes  ind  (prains.    . 

*  WUeforefis  there  beneath  Maldivias  <*</^.— ^A  fea  plant,  refembling  the 
palm,  grows  in  great  abundance  in  the  bays  about  the  Maldimn  iflands. 
The  boughs  rife  to  the  top  of  the  water,  and  bear  a  kind  of  apple,  called 
the  coco  of  Maldivia,  which  is  edeemed  an  antidote  again fl  poifon. 

T  the  hallowed  tread  of  fainted  footftep'^Tlit  imprint  of  a  human  foot  is 

found  on  the  high  mountain,  called  the  Pic  of  Adam.  Legendary  tradition 
iays,  that  Adam,after.he  was  expelled  from  Paradife,  did  penance  300  years 
on  this  hill,  on  which  he  left  the  print  of  his  footflcp.  This  tale  feems  to  be 
Jewifli  or  Mohammedan,  for  the  natives,  according  to  Capt.  Knox,  who  was 
twenty  years  a  captive  in  Ceylon,  pietend  the  impreffion  was  made  by  the 

God 
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'^ved  by  the  *Af^a  gulph-&)c6tra^^ 

Ther^  boaft  the  tardyi#)e's  xliiftcr'd  flowersf 

On  Afric's  ftrand,  foredoom'dito  Lbfian  fway. 

Behold  thefe  ifles,  and  rocks  of  dufky  grey ; 

From  cells  unknown  here  bounteous  ocead  pours 

The  fragrant  amber  on  the  Tandy  ihores. 

And  lo,  the  ifland  of  the  *  Moon  difplays 

Her' vernal  lawns^  and  numerous  peaceful  bays; 

The  halcyons  hovering  o'er  the  bays  are  feen, 

.And  lowing  herds  adorn  the  vales  of  green. 

•    '  Thus  from  the  Cape  where  fail  was  ne*er  unfurrd 
Till  thine  aufpicious  fought  the  Eaflern  World, 
To  utmoft  wave  where  firft  the  morning  ftar 
Sheds  the  pale  luftre  of  her  filver  car, 
Thine  eyes  have  view'd  the  empires  and  the  ifles. 
The  world  immenfe  that  crowns  thy  glorious  toils. 
That  world  where  every  j^oon  is  fhower'd  from  heaven. 
Now  to  the  Weft,  by  Thee',  Great  Chief,  is  *  given, 

And 


God  JSuddmv,  when  he  afcended  to  heaven,  after  having,  for  the  ialvation 
of  mankind,  appeai-ed  on  the  earth.  His  priefts  beg  charity  for  the  fake 
of  BudcforUf  whofe  worfliip  they  perform  among  groves  of  the  Bogahah-tree, 
under  which,  when  on  earth,  they  fay,  he  ufualiy  fat  and  taught. 

*  Arnd  /o,  the  gIdfM  v/  tit  ikToon. —Madagafcar  is  thus  named  by  the 
natives. 

*  N0W  to  the  IVefiy  by  Tbety  Greta  Chief,  h  given The  fublimity  of  .this 

eulogy  on  the  ex|)edition  of  the  Lufiad  has  been  already  obferved.  What 
follows  is  a  natural  completion  of  the  whole ;  and,  the  digreflive  exclama- 
tion at  the  end  excepted,  is  exa^y  fimilar  (fee  the  preface)  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  Homer  has  concluded  the  Iliad. 


496  THE    LUSIAD.  bookx. 

Andftill,  oh  Blcft,  thy  pecrlcfs  honours  grow, 
New  openin^iews  the  fmiiing  Fates  beftow. 
With  alter'd  face  the  moving  globe  behold ; 
There  ruddy  evening  fhcds  her  beams  of  gold, 
While  now  on  AAic's  bofom  faintly  die 
The  laft  pale  glimpfes  of  the  twilight  iky. 
Bright  o'er  the  wide  Atlantic  rides  the  mom. 
And  dawning  rays  another  world  adorn ; 
Tofartheft  north  that  world  enormous  bends, 
And  cold  beneath  the  fouthcm  pole^ftar  ends. 
Near  either  *>  pole  the  barbarous  hunter  dreft 
In  ikins  of  bears  explores  the  frozen  wafte  : 
Where  fmiles  the  genial  fun  with  kinder  rays. 
Proud  cities  tower,  and  gold-roofed  temples  blaze. 
This  golden  empire,  by  the  heaven's  decree. 
Is  due,  Cafteel,  O  favoured  Power,  to  Thee  ! 
Even  now  Columbus  o'er  the  hoary  tide 
Purfiies  the  evening  fun,  his  navy's  guide. 
Yet  (hall  the  kindred  Lucian  (hare  the  reign. 
What  time  this  world  fliall  own  the  yoke  of  Spain. 
The  firft  bold  c  hero  who  to  India's  flxores 
Through  vanquifh'd  waves  thy  open'd  path  explores. 

Driven 


^  Near  rMi&er /o^— — > We  are  now  prefented  with  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
American  world.  Columbus  diicovered  the  Weft  Indies  before,  but  not 
the  Continent  till  1498,  the  year  after  Oama  failed  from  Lifbon. 

«  Tbefrfi  bold  ^re— — Cabral,  the  firft  after  Gama  who  failed  to  India, 
was  driven  by  tempeft  to  the  Brazils,  a  proof  that  more  ancient  voyagers 
might  have  met  with  the  fame  fate.  It  is  one  of  th6  fineft  countries  in  the 
new  world,  and  ftill  remains  fubje^  to  the  crown  of  Portugal. 
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Driven  by  the  winds  of  heaven  from  Afr ic's  (band 
Shall  fix  the  Holy  Crofs  on  yon  fair  land : 
That  mighty  realm  for  purple  wood  renown'd. 
Shall  ftretch  the  Lufian  empire's  weftem  bound. 
Fired  by  thy  fame^  and  with  his  king  in  ire. 
To  match  thy  deeds  ihall  Magalhaens  b  afpire  :* 

VOj..  II.  Kk  .  ...•'        .       ,  In 

*  To  match,  Oy  duA  Jhc^  Molgahaefu  i^r^— — -Cam»ciis,  tJiQUgh  he 
boafts  of  the  adtions  of  Magalhaciis  as  an  honoui  toTortugjJ,  yet  condemns 
his  defection  from  his  country,  and  calls  him 

0  Magaibaens^  m  fato  etm  verdadt 
PortMguex,  porem  uao  na  lealdade, 

*  In  deeds  truly  a  Poctaguefe,  but  not  in  loyaltir."  And  others  have  be^ 
flowed  upon  hi^  the  name  of  Traitor,  but  perhaps  nndeierredly.  Juftice 
to  the  name  of  this  great  man  requites  an  exanunation  of  the  charge.  Ere 
he  entered  into  the  fenrice  of  the  king  of  Spain,  by  a  ibiemn  aA  he  unna- 
tnralized  him(eif.  Oibrias  is  very  fevere  againft  this  unavailing  rite»  and 
aignes  that  no  injury  which  a  prince  may  poflibiy  give,  can  authoiize  a 
ihbjedt  to  a£tthe  part  of  a  txaitor  againfi  bis  native  country.  This  is  cer- 
tainly true,  but  it  is  not  ftridly  applicable  to  the  cafe  of  Magalhaens. 
Many  eminent  fetvices  performed  in  Africa  and  India  encouraged  him  to 
afpire  to  the  rank  of  Fiialgtj  or  Gentleman  of  the  King's  honOiold,  an  ho- 
nour which,  though  of  little  emnloment,  was  efteemed  as  the  reward  of 
diftinguUhed  merit,  and  therefore  highly  valued.  But  for  this,  Ma|^- 
faaens  petitioned  in  vain.  He  found,  fays  Faria,  that  the  malicious  ao 
cnfations  of  ibme  men  had  more  weight  with  his  fbvercign  than  all  his  fer- 
vices.  After  this  unworthy  repuUb,  what  patronage  at  the  court  of  Lifben 
cotald  he  hope  ?  And  though  no  injury  can  vindicate  the  man  who  draws 
his  iword  againft  his  native  country,  yet  no  motal  duty  requires  that  he 
who  has  ibme  important  di&overy  in  meditation  fliould  ftille  his  delign,  if 
nnconntenanced  by  his  native  prince.  It  has  been  allc^d,  that  he  embroil- 
ed his  country  in  difputes  with  Spain.  But  neither  is  this  ftri^y  applica^ 
ble  to  the  neglected  Magalhaens.  The  courts  of  Spain  and  Portugal  had 
iblemnly  fettled  the  limits  within  which  they  were  to  make  diTcovcriesand 
fettlements,  and  within  the&  did  Magalhaens  and  the  court  of  Spain  pro- 
poie  that  his  diicQveries  Ihoold  terminate.    And  allowing  that  his  calcnlati- 
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In  all  but  loyalty,  of  Lufian  foul. 

No  fear,  no  danger  (hall  his  toils  controL 

Along  thefe  regions  from  the  burning  zone 

To  deepeft  fouth  he  dares  the  courfe  unknown. 

While  to  the  kingdoms  of  the  rifing  day. 

To  rival  thee  he  holds  the  weftern  way, 

Aland 


ons  migbt  miflead  faun  beyond  the  bounds  prescribed  to  the  Spaniards,  (Ull 
his  apology  is  dear,  for  it  would  hare  been  injurious  to  each  court,  had  hm 
fuppofed  that  the  faith  of  the  boundary  treaty  would  be  trampled  upon  bf 
cither  power.  If  it  is  faid  that  he  aggrandlTed  the  enemies  of  his  coantry, 
the  Spaniards,  and  introduced  them  tu  adaugcious  rivaUhip  with  the  Por- 
tuguese fettlements;  let  the  fentence  of  Faria  on  this  fubjcA  be  remember- 
ed, <*  let  princes  beware,  fays  he,  how  by  negleA  or  injufticc  they  force  2a 
'*  to  defperate  a£Hons  the  men  who  have  merited  rewards."  At  to  riTaUhip, 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Law,  a  North  Briton,  is  appofite.  This  gentleman  wrote 
an  excellent  treatife  on  the  improvement  of  the  trade  and  fifheries  of  his 
native  country ;  but  his  propoials  were  totally  negleAed  by  the  commilGon- 
ers,  whofe  office  and  duty  it  was  to  have  pationiied  him.  Was  Law,  there- 
fore, to  fit  down  in  obfcurity  on  a  barren  field,  to  ftifle  his  genius,  left  a  fo» 
reign  power,  who  might  one  day  be  at  war  with  Great  Britain,  fhoold  be 
aggrandifed  by  his  efforts  in  commercial  policy  f  No,  furely.  Dcprired  of 
the  power  of  raifing  himfelf  at  home,  Mr.  Law  went  to  Fiance,  where  he 
became  the  founder  of  the  Mififfippi  and  other  important  ichemesof  com- 
merce ;  yet  Law  was  never  branded  with  the  name  of  traitor.  The  reason 
is  obvious.  The  goremment  of  Great  Britain  was  careleis  of  what  they  loft 
in  Mr.  Law,  but  the  Portuguefc  perceived  their  lois  in  Magalhaens,  and 
their  anger  was  vented  in  reproaches* 

In  the  end  of  the  15th  and  beginning  of  the  i6th  centones,  the  fpirit  of 
difcovery  broke  forth  in  its  greateft  vigour.  The  eaft  and  the  weft  had  been 
vifited  by  Gama  and  Columbus ;  and  the  bold  idea  of  fiuling  to  the  eaft  by 
the  weft  was  revived  by  Magalhaens.  Revived,  for  mifled  by  Strsbo  and 
Pliny,  who  place  India  near  the  weft  of  Spain,  Columbus  capered  to  find 
that  country  in  a  few  weeks  of  wcftward  voyage.  Though  America  tod 
the  Molucos  were  now  found  to  be  at  a  great  diftance  from  each  other,  the 
genius  of  Magalhaens  fljU  fuggefted  the  poiCbility  of  a  weftern  paftage.  And 
accordingly,  poflefled  of  his  great  defign,  and  negleAed  with  contempt  at 

home. 
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A  land  of  ^  giants  fhall  his  eyes  behold. 

Of  camel  ftrength,  furpafling  human  mould  : 

K  k  2  And 


home,  he  oflfered  hisfervice  to  the  coart  of  Spain,  and  was  accepted.  With 
five  fhips  and  %so  men  he  failed  from  Spain  in  September  15 19,  and  after 
many  difficulties  occalioned  by  mutiny  and  the  extreme  cold,  he  entered  the 
great  Pacific  Ocean  or  South  Seas  by  thofe  ftraits  which  bear  his  Spanifli 
name  Magellan.  From  thefe  ftraits,  in  the  52}  degree  of  fouthem  latitude, 
he  traTerfed  that  great  ocean,  till  in  the  loth  degree  of  north  latitude  he 
landed  on  the  ifland  of  Subo  or  Marten.  The  king  of  this  country  was 
then  at  war  with  a  neighboniing  prince,  and  Magalhaens,  on  condition  of 
his  converfion  to  chriftianity,  became  his  \  auxiliary.  In  two  battles  the 
Spaniards  were  Ti€torious ;  but  in  the  third,  Magalhaens,  together  with 
one  Martinfio,  a  judicial  aftrologer,  whom  he  ufually  confulted,  was  unfor- 
tunately killed.  Chagrined  with  the  diiappointmen^  of  piomifed  Ti^ry 
the  new  ^baptifed  king  of  Subo  made  peace  with  his  enemies,  and  having 
inTited  to  an  entertainment  the  Spaniards  who  were  on  fhore,  he  treacher- 
onfly  poifoned  them  all.  The  wretched  remains  of  the  fleet  arrived  at  the 
Portuguefe  fettlements  in  the  ifles  of  Banda  and  Temate,  where  they  were 
received,  fays  Faria,  as  friends,  and  not  as  intrudmg  Grangers ;  a  proof  that 
the  boundary  treaty  was  efteemed  fuflidently  iacred.  Several  of  the  adven- 
turers were  fent  to  India,  and  from  thence  to  Spain,  in  Portuguefe  f  (hips, 
one  fliip  only  being  in  a  condition  to  return  to  Europe  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  This  veflel,  named  the  Fitoria^  however,  had  the  honour  to 
he  the  firft  (hip  which  ever  furrounded  the  globe.  Thus  unhappily  ended, 
ftys  Oibrins,  the  expedition  of  Magalhaens.  But  the  good  Bi(hop  was  miC" 
taken,  for  a  few  years  after  he  wrote,  and  fomewhat  upwards  of  fifty  af- 
ter the  return  of  the  Vitorh,  Philip  II.  of  Spain  availed  himfelf  of  the  dif- 
coveries  of  Magalhaens.  And  the  navigatbn  of  the  South  Seas  between 
Spani(h  America  and  the  Aiian  Archipelago,  at  this  day  forms  the  bafis  of 
the  power  of  Spain. 

•  A  land  ofgiatiti  The  Patagonians.  Various  are  the  fables  of  navi- 
gators oonceming  thefe  people.  The  few  of  Magalhaen*s  crew  who  return- 
ed, affirmed  they  were  about  ten  feet  m  height,  fince  which  voyage  they 
have  rifen  and  fidlen  in  their  flature,  according  to  the  different  humours  of 
our  iea  wits. 

t  Vid.  Far.  fub  Ann.  15x9. 

t  Vid.  Ofor.  Lib.  XI. 
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And  onward  ftill,  thy  feme,  his  proud  heart's  guide^ 
Haunting  him  unappeafed,  the  dreary  tide 
Beneath  the  fouthem  (tar's  cold  gleam  he  braves^ 
And  ftems  the  whirls  of  land-furrounded  waves. 
For  ever  facred  to  the  hero's  feme 
Thefe  foaming  ftraits  ihall  bear  his  deathleis  name« 
Through  thefe  dread  jaws  of  rock  he  prefles  on  ^ 
Another  ocean's  breaft,  immenfe^  unknown^ 
'  Beneath  the  fouth's  cold  wings,  unmeafured,  wide, 
Receives  his  vefTels ;  through  the  dreary  tide 
In  darkling  fhades,  where  never  man  before 
Heard  the  waves  howl,  he  dares  the  namdefs  ihore< 

Thus  far,  O  fevoured  Lufians,  bounteous  Heaven 
Tour  nation's  glories  to  your  view  is  given. 
What  enfigns,  blazing  to  the  mom,  purfue 
The  path  of  heroes,  open'd  firft  by  you ! 
Still  be  it  your's  the  firft  in  feme  to  fhine : 
Thus  fhall  your  brides  new  chaplets  ftill  entwine^ 
With  laurels  ever  new  your  brows  enfold. 
And  braid  your  wavy  locks  with  radiant  gold. 

How  calm  the  waves,  how  mild  the  balmy  gale  f 
The  halcyons  call,  ye  Luiians,  Ipread  the  fail  t 
Old  ocean  now  appeafed  fhall  rage  no  more^ 
Hafte,  point  the  bowfprit  to  your  native  fliore : 

Soon 
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Soon  {hall  the  tmniports  of  the  natal  foil 

(yerwhelm  in  bounding  joy  the  thoughts  of  every  toil^ 

The  Coddefs  ^  fpake ;  and  Vasco  waved  his  hand. 
And  foon  the  joyful  heroes  crowd  the  ftrand. 

The 

*  TbegedJe/sJpaie  We  are  now  come  to  the  oondniipii  of  the  fi^- 

on  of  the  ifland  of  Venus,  a  fiction  which  is  divided  into  three  principal 
parts.  In  each  of  thefe  the  poetical  merit  is  obyious,  nor  need  we  fear  to 
aflert  that  the  happinefs  of  our  author,  in  uniting  all  theie  parts  together 
in  one  great  epifbde,  would  have  excited  the  admiration  of  Longinus.  The 
heroes  of  the  Lufiad  receive  their  reward  in  the  ifland  of  Zjove.  They  are 
led  to  the  palace  of  Thetis,  where,  during  a  divine  feaft,  they  hear  the  glo- 
rious vi^ries  and  conquefts  of  the  heroes  who  are  to  fucceed  them  in  their 
Indian  expedition,  fung  by  a  firen ;  and  the  face  of  the  globe  itfelf,  de- 
fcribed  by  the  Goddeis,  difcovers  the  univeric,  and  particularly  the  extent 
of  the  Eaftem  World,  now  given  to  Europe  by  the  fuccefs  of  Gama. 
Neither  in  the  happineft  or  grandeur  of  completion  may  the  .£neid  or 
Odyfley  be  mentioned  in  compariibn.  The  Iliad  alone,  in  Epic  conduO  (as 
already  obferved)  bears  a  ftrong  refemblance.  But  however  great  in  other 
views  of  poetical  merit,  the  games  at  the  funeral  of  Patrodus  and  the  re-f 
demption  of  the  body  of  HeAor,  confidered  as  the  interefting  conclufion 
of  a  great  whole,  can  never  in  propriety  and  grandeur  be  brought  into  con- 
petition  with  the  admirable  epifode  which  concludes  the  poem  on  the  difi^ 
covery  of  India. 

Soon  after  the  appearance  of  the  Lufiad,  the  language  of  Spain  was  alio 
enriched  with  an  heroic  poem.  The  author  of  this  has  often  imitated  the 
Portuguefe  poet,  particularly  in  the  fiction  of  the  globe  of  the  world,  which 
is  (hewed  to  Gama.  In  the  4rauemia^  a  globe,  furrounded  with  a  radiant 
fphere,  is  al(b  miraculoufly  iiipported  in  the  air ;  and  on  this  an  enchanter 
ihews  to  the  Spaniards  the  extent  of  their  dominions  in  the  new  world. 
But  Don  Alonzo  d' Arcilla  is  in  this,  as  in  every  other  part  of  his  poem, 
greatly  inferior  to  the  poetical  fpirit  of  Camdens.  Milton,  whofe  poetical 
condu£t  in  concluding  the  aAion  of  his  Paradiie  Loft,  as  already  pointed 
out,  feems  formed  upon  the  Lufiad,  appears  to  have  had  this  pafiage  par« 
ticularly  in  his  eye.  For  though  the  machinery  of  a  vifionary  fphere  was 
rather  improper  for  the  fitiuition  of  his  peribnage^^  he  has  nevertheless, 

thougli 
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The  lofty  Ihips  with  deepened  burthens  prove 
The  various  bounties  of  the  Ifle  of  Love. 

Nor 


though  at  the  expence  of  an  impoflible  ruppofition,  giren  Adam  a  y!ew  of 
the  terreftial  globe.    Michael  fets  the  father  of  mankind  on  a  mountain, 

.  —  From  whoie  top 
The  hcmifphcre  of  earth  in  deareft  ken 

StretchM  out  to  th*  ampleft  reach  of  profi)cft  lay 

'  His  eye  might  there  command  \vherever  flood 

City  of  old  or  modern  fame,  the  feat 
Of  mightieft  empire,  from  the  deftmed  walls 

Of  Cambalu ,  &c. 

On  Europe  thence  and  where  Rome  was  to  fway 
The  world 


And  even  the  mention  of  America  fcems  copied  by  MUtonj 


■  in  fpirit  perhaps  he  alio  iaw 

Rich  Mexico,  the  feat  i>f  Mimtezimie, 
And  Cnfco  in  Peru,  the  richer  feat 
Of  Atabalipa,  and  yet  unfpoiled 
Guiana,  whofe  great  city  Geiyon's  ions 
Call  £1  Dorado— —w 

It  mud  alfb  be  owned  by  the  warmeft  admirer  of  the  Paradife  Loft,  that  if 
the  names  enumerated  by  Mikon  convey  grandeur  of  idea,  the  deicriptiop 
of  America  in  Camdens, 

Vedes  a  grande  terra,  que  oontina 
Vai  de  Califto  ao  feu  contrario  polo* 

To  fartheft  north  that  world  enonnous  bends. 
And  cold  beneath  the  fouthem  pole-ftar  end»i«- 

is  certainly  more  pi^refque  :  and  therefore,  at  leaft,  not  lefs  poeticaL 

Some  (hort  account  of  the  Writers,  whofe  authorities  have  been  adduced 
in  the  oourie  of  theie  nptes,  may  not  now  be  improper.  Femvido  Lopea 
de  Caftagneda  went  to  India  on  purpofe  to  do  honour  to  his  countrymen,  by 

enabling 
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Nor  leave  the  youths  their  lovdy  brides  behind. 

In  wedded  bands,  while  time  glides  on,  conjoin'd ; 

Fair  as  immortal  fame  in  fmiles  array'd. 

In  bridal  fmiles,  attends  each  lovely  maid. 

O'er  India's  Sea,  wing'd  on  by  balmy  gales 

That  whifper'd  peace,  foft  fweUU die fleady  fails: 

Smoodi 


r  faimlelf  to  record  their  actions  and  coaqaefis  mi  llw  Eaft.  As  he 
was  one  of  the  firft  writers  on  that  fubieft,  his  genpaphy  is  often  imper- 
fe€t.  This  defed  is  remedied  in  the  vikings  of  John  de  Barros,  who  was 
particiiUrly  attentive  to  thkhe^L  Bnt  the  two  mod  eminent,  as  well  as 
fidleft  writers  on  t^  taB6£Bons  of  the  Portuguefc  in  the  Eaft,  are  Manuel 
de  Fada  f  Soofi^  knight  of  the  order  of  Chrift,  and  Hiero  imns  Ororins. 
Utbop  of  Syives.  Faria,  who  wrotcin  Spanifli,  was  a  laborious  enquirer, 
and  is  rery  full  and  circumftantial.  With  honed  indignation  he  reprehends 
the  rapine  of  commanders,  and  the  errors  and  unworthy  refentments  of 
kmgs.  But  he  is  often  fo  drily  particular,  that  he  may  rather  be  called 
a  joumalift  than  an  hlAorian.  And  by  this  unintere(Hng  minutenefs,  his 
llyle  for  the  greateft  part  is  rendered  inelegant. '  The  Bifliop  of  SyWes, 
however,  claims  a  different  chara^er.  His  Latin  is  elegant,  and  his  man« 
ly  and  fentimental  manner  entitles  him  to  the  name  of  Hidorian,  even 
where  a  Liry,  or  a  Tacitus,  are  mentioned.  But  a  fentence  ftom  himiclf, 
unexpected  in  a  Father  of  the  communbn  of  Rome,  will  chara£lerife  the 
liberality  of  his  mind.  Talking  of  the  ediA  of  king  Emmanuel,  which  com- 
pelled the  Jews  to  embrace  Chriftianity,  under  fevere  perfecution  ;  Nee  ez 

lege,  nee  ex  religione  f^Oxan tibi  afliimas,  (iayshe)  ut  libertatem 

voluntatis  impedtas,  et  vincubi  mentibus  effiraenatis  injicias  ?  At  id  neque 
fieri  poteft,  neqne  Chrifti  ianOiflimum  nnmen  approbat.  Volnntarium 
enim  ficrificium  non  ri  maU  ooaChmi  ab  hominibns  expetit :  Neqne  vim 
mentibus  inferri,  fed  voluntates  ad  (hidium  Tens  religionis  allid  &  invita- 
rijubet. 

It  is  find,  in  the  preface  to  Oforhis,  that  his  writings  were  highly  efteem- 
ed  by  Queen  Mary  of  England,  wife  of  Philip  H.  What  a  pity  is  it,  that 
this  manly  indignation  of  the  good  Bifliop  againft  the  impiety  of  religious 
periecntwn,  made  no  impreflion  on  the  mind  of  that  bigotted  Prinoeft  I 
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Smooth  as  on  wing  unmoved  the  eagle  flieS| 

When  to  his  eyrie  cliff  he  fails  the  ikies. 

Swift  o'er  the  gentle  billows  of  the  tide, 

So  imooth,  fo  foft,  the  prows  of  Gam  A  gUde; 

And  now  their  native  fields,  for  ever  dear, 

In  all  their  wild  tranfporting  charms  appear  ; 

And  Tago's  bofbm,  while  his  banks  repeat 

The  founding  peals  of  joy,  receives  the  fleet, 

With  orient  titles  and  immortal  fame 

The  hero  band  adorn  their  Monarch's  name  i 

Sceptres  and  crowns  beneath  his  feet  they  lay. 

And  the  wide  £aft  is  doom'd  to  I^ufian  «  fway. 

Enough,  my  Muie,  thy  wearied  wing  no  more 
Muft  to  the  feat  of  Jove  triumphant  foar. 
Chill'd  by  my  nation's  cold  negleA,  thy  fires 
(Jlow  bold  no  more,  and  all  thy  rage  expires. 
Yet  thou,  Sebaftian,  thou,  my  king,  attend ; 
Behold  what  glories  on  thy  throne  defcend ! 
Shall  haughty  Gaul  or  fterner  Albion  boaft 
That  all  the  Lufian  fame  in  thee  is  loft ! 

•  And  the  xvidc  Ecjt  u  doQm*dto  Lufum  ftvay^Thus  in  all  the  force  of  an- 
cient funplicity,  and  the  true  fublime  ends  the  Poem  of  Camdcns.  What 
foUowSy  is  one  of  thofe  ex.uberances  we  have  already  endeavoured  to  de- 
fend in  our  Author,  nor  in  the  ftriAeft  fenie  is  this  concluding  one  with- 
out propriety.  A  part  of  the  propofition  of  the  Poem  is  artfully  addreflcd 
to  King  Scbadian,  and  he  is  now  called  upon  in  an  addrefs,  which  is  an  art- 
ful fecond  part  to  the  former,  ta^hold  and  prefcrve  the  glories  of  his 
throne. 
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Oh,  be  it  thine  thefe  glories  to  renew. 

And  John's  bold  path  and  Pedro's  ^  courfe  purfue: 

Snatch  from  the  tyrant  Noble's  hand  the  fword. 

And  be  the  rights  of  human-kind  reftored. 

The  ftatefman  prelate,  to  his  vows  confine. 

Alone  aufpicious  at  the  holy  flirine ; 

The  prieft,  in  whoie  meek  heart  heaven  pours  its  fires 

Alone  to  heaven,  not  earth's  vain  pomp,  afpires. 

Nor  let  the  Mufe,  great  King,  on  Tago's  ihore. 

In  dying  notes  the  barbarous  age  deplore. 

The  king  or  hero  to  the  Mufe  unjuft 

Sinks  as  th^  namelefs  flave,  extinA  in  duft. 

But  fuch  the  deeds  thy  radiant  mom  portends, 

Aw'd  by  thy  frown  ev'n  now  old  Atlas  bends 

His  hoary  head,  and  Ampeluza's  fields 

Expert  thy  founding  Heeds  and  rattling  fhields« 

And  fhall  thefe  deeds  unfung,  unknown,  expire  ! 

Oh,  would  thy  fmiles  relume  my  fainting  ire  I 

I,  then  infpired,  the  wondering  world  fhould  (ee 

Great  Ammoii's  warlike  fon  revived  in  s  thee ; 

Revived, 

^  Ami  John*!  beUpaib  and  Pedro's  cour/e  purfie^-^^Joha  I.  and  Pedro  the 
Juft,  two  of  the  greateft  of  the  Portoguefe  monarchy 

C  Great  Arnmemt  'warlike  fin  revived  in  thee        Thus  imitated,  or  rather 
tranflated  into  Italian  by  Guarini. 

Con  ft  fublxme  flil*  forfe  cantato 
Havrei  del  mio  Signor  I'armi  e  Thonori, 
Ch*  or  non  havria  de  la  Meonia  tromba 
Da  invidiar  Achillc 

Sioiilarity 


5o6  THE    LUSIAD^  bookx» 

Revived,  unenvious  of  the  Mufc*s  flame. 
That  o'er  the  the  world  refbunds  Pelides'  name. 


Similarity  of  condition,  we  have  already  obfenred,  prodaced  fimilarity  of 
complaint  and  fentiment  in  Spencer  and  Camoens.  Each  was  unworthily 
negle^d  by  the  Gothic  grandees  of  his  age,  yet  both  their  names  vnii  lire 
when  the  remembrance  of  the  courtiers  who  fpurned  them  QiallJiMJk  iemeatk 
iieir  mmmUdn  tomkt.  Three  beautiful  ftanzas  from  Phinehas  Fletcher's  Pur- 
ple Ifland,  on  the  memory  of  Spenfer,  may  alfo  feire  as  an  epitaph  for 
Camdens.  The  unworthy  negleA,  which  was  the  lot  of  the  Portuguefe 
Bard,  but  too  well  appropriates  to  him  the  elegy  of  Spenfer.  And  every 
Reader  of  tafte,  who  has  peruTed  the  Lufiad,  will  think  of  the  Cardinal 
Henrico,  and  feel  the  indignation  of  theie  manly  lines 

Witnefs  our  €V>lin  *,  whom  tho*  all  the  Gnces 
And  all  the  Mu&s  nnrft;  whoie  well  taiight  ibng 
Pftmafliis  ielf  and  Glorian  \  embraces. 
And  all  the  leam'd  and  all  the  fliepherds  throng; 
Yet  all  his  hopes  were  croft,  all  fuits  deny*d ; 
Diibourag'd,  fcom'd,  his  writings  vilify'd : 
Poorly  (poor  man)  he  liy'd ;  poorly  (poor  man)  he  di*d. 
And  had  not  that  great  heart  (whofe  honour'd  ||  head 
Ah !  lies  full  low)  pity'd  thy  woful  plight. 
There  hadft  thou  lien  unwept,  unburied, 
Unbleft,  nor  gracM  with  any  common  rite : 
Yet  fludt  thou  live,  when  thy  great  foe  f  Audi  fink 
Beneath  his  mountain  tomb,  whofe  fame  (hall  ftink; 
And  time  his  blacker  name  (hall  blur  with  blackeft  ink. 

Olet 

*  Colin  Clout,  Spenfer. 
t  Glorian,  Elizabeth  in  the  Faerie  Queen. 

g  The  Earl  of  £(rex. 
t  X^rd  Burleigh* 
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O  let  th*  limbic  Muie  revenge  that  wrong 
Which  cannot  flnmber  in  thy  iheets of  lead; 
Let  thy  abufed  honour  cry  at  loog 
As  there  be  qnills  to  write,  or  eyes  to  read : 
On  his  rank  name  let  thine  own  votes  be  tnm*4i 
Obwu^Oidmamaaibatbibe  Mufesfimt^ 
JUhtf  mrdtodf  kcvcrffa Mfi aitnCdm 


THE    END. 


fEC  U-    J^*** 


